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{11 tho Interosting services of the communion sea-
son, Friday and Saturday had been sppointed
as tho fast and preparation days, ‘The sttend-
ance on both was very good, apd a eolemn serlons-
ness soemed to porvade the congrogations. The
meetings of Scasfon also for disciplino, and for
the ﬂdmiw‘on of new membors, were occasions
of great intereat, and nothing gratlfied me more
than tho proof thus afforded of the ~arcfuluess
and conscientlous impariality with which the
fonce of the sacred table was guarded by fis con-
lTltutlonnl delenders, who appeared.1o be men of
sound judgment apd Christian dircretion
On the Lord’s day, the whole Englieh dopart-
ment of sacramental servico dovolved on me,
while the pastor conducted the Gaelic patt
fa a dwelling house adjoinivg. The church
accommodation was fnadequate, and much dis-
appolntment was thoroby occasloned.  But a
latge congrogation wafted on ‘sll tho services,
and we doubt not that the spelal presonce of the
Great Mestor of the feast was enjoyed by many.
The associations of Seotland’s Churches fn their
best days, were vividly present.. ‘Tho hablts and
experences of oldér and hollor times, were dis-
tinctly Yecognised, and the grave sweet molody
of the hoart-singing of the congregation, was sn
sccompanimett which we dn not always.cojoy
in thisland of our adoptior. Nor do we doubt
that tho prayor of faitﬂ agcended from many a
heart, and that fellowship with the Saviour and
with ono another, was ig the best senso enjoyed.
The foregoon’s meoting on Monday for spocial
thanksgiving, and for the proaching of the gos-
pel, was well 'atténded also’; and 1o ,shew that
‘mat(ers of plain gractical morality were not for-
gotten ainid the Bwebts of the “ uppey springs”
of Zion's hill, we hed a “ Temperanco Lecture”
in a largo acheol-house in the ovening, when 500
‘ttiendéd, and when a petitfor (o Parlismant in
favor of thio Liquor Prohibition Law was recom-
minded and unanimously adopted. It is my de-
cided oinion thit, were the friends of the Re-
deomer alyays ready.to embark in such things,
the hélm would be confided to proper hands,
“and excrescences of a questionable nature would
“thug be prevented from overlaying a catse othor-
wiys commendable. .
Sydenham has grown _lariejy 1n siz0 and, pop-
_ulation since I visited it in agtumn, 1846, The
town was thoa just jn its commeéncement ; now,
it has a population of 1600-—many goodly storea
_~-a handsome, etono couri-housé and prison—
and three weekly newspapérs. The congrega-
tlon of onr church cmbraced, till of late, two
nialn branches—onodn the fown, thé cther at
* Lieith, on thio Laké shoro, “This last branch has
" of Iatefbéen separated from that In the town,and
"gd_iu’fne‘ﬁ 2nd indepandent’ form hns conalectéd
§udelf with the United Presbyterian.Synod, * As-
“suredly, in s rising community like Sydeoham,
“therd is siple room fot two Presbytotian rivinis-
ters, or perbaps even more ; and we kuow that
. cordial co-oporation is not necessarily excluded
by the want of an united orgauleation in extor-
nals. The impression, howover, was sirong on
. miy micd, that she local position of our church in
fiydenham was not altogether favorable to the
desired concentration of its niemborship nnd in.
fluencé'in and over the town; and Lam very
"_happy to léarn, eince my return hibme, that the
" suggeations which ‘Were made aad pressed by me
_on the people concarned, are Bkeoly so be carried
‘out_ -The tinsuitahie Jocation of a placeof wor-
o fp, ha, §ii this cotlntry, ofien proved a sadrco
- o great evil. "Précipitancy in this a8 in the kin-
“died but mofo Important matters of talls and
“sat:loments, ought to be stbdionsly avoided, ‘The
“ present  Jok-church” of Sydenham, is creditablo
"o {ts founders sovan years azo § but a neat brick
_eyection, jn & moke ceniral sitistion, {8 ctrialnly
Cdegirable. | . o7, :
" Of the_sreek sticcoeding tho sacramental one,
_"Poesday, 'Wednesday, “dnd ‘part. of ' Thursday,
 wére dovated 1o & misslontour with Mt. MoKin-
#-don’1o Holladd, Artemesia; Glonelg; and adjoin-

ing townships south of Owon Sound, and bordet.
jng on tho Toronto, Dutham, and Garafraxa
Roads. Thoso townships have all boen lately
seutled, hut they are now nearly all taken up by
actuul occupants, anjong whom Scottish High-

landers and Irish Presbyterians from Ulster pro-

ponderato. They scomn all to be comfortably
settled, and their desire to support o siated mine

fstry amung themsolves, has been checked by no-
thing so much as by the soeming neglect with
which they think they have been treated by our
Church. Wo did what we could ¢y assure thom
that nothing save tho absolute want.of men had

stood in the way of the Lenevolent movergants
of tne Prosbytorics of Hamilton and Taronto in
their behalf, It seemod to them, howovoer, that
othor donominations of christians had moved
more briskly, and had in some cases pre-occupied
the fiold which would have fallon 10 our care
had we beon sufficiently on tho alert, Our im-

pression was, and is, that there is somo degree of
truth in this charge, and proofs nre certainly mul-

tiplying evorywheroy that a central Synod Com-
mitteo of Miselonary action is needod, not only

for diatribation and superintendence, but for ac-
tud), energotfe, aggressive movoment. Perhaps
moro shon one sach acting agency would bo rés
quired, but assuredly one at least for tho three
Presbyteries of Liondon, Hamilton, and Toronto,
would be expedient. The first of these Presby-
teries will very soon bo divided into three if not
four. London, Woodstock, Godonch, and Sy-
denbam or Saugeen, will, in my opinion, soon
ggura in real action as seats of Prestyterial bo-

ies.

In the places visited, five meetings for public
worship were held. Bssides ths preaching of
the gospel, with the ordinary exercises, addreeses
wore delivered on tho distinctive principles of
our Chtrch, as oppesed to those of the old. Esta-
blishment on the one hand, and the United Pres-
byterian church on the other, Geserally speak-
‘jog, the declerations of sentiment giveg by tho
uplifted hands of the hearers, were cordislly in
our favor. The ettondance was good, and wo
trust that the presoncs of the Groat Mastar was
‘with us.

The importance of Durham, as a contral sta-
tion, yvas atrongly impressed on our minds, Situ-
ated 2bout midway between Sydenham and Fer-
gus, on an elevated portion of the Garafraxs
Road, and in the midst of & very fertile and welt
peopled region, it promises to be a town of rapid
growth and juflaence. Duringthe Commissionor-
ship ofthe Hon. J. H. Price, the district was sur-
‘veyad by that gentleman,and ten acres of land
in tho centro of the town wero appropriated by
him in behalf of our Church, 29 the risiog reli-
glous community of the place.. A deed was
granted; trusices named; and there the .thiog
stopped. What the reasons may have bees, I
will not eay, but the land is slill shore, and ke
Presbytery of the bounds will -unquestionably
look ofter it. Tho modest timidity of the Free
Church in Canads has kept us back in instances
not a few. The want of an “ anticipative refer-
ence” 10 & rapidly advancing growth in tho dis-
tricts, has been painfolly felt; while, possibly,
the distribution of our mission supplics has beon
regulated by Jocal considerations more than by
an onlightened and comprehensive survey of
fislds already * whitering to tho harvest” A
congregation had here been.organised yoars ago.
The Holy Supper had b v twice solemnized ;
but for two years past th 2 had beon & pauso in
our movements. A pious Gaelic mjssionary I
found usefully employed in the distriot; but it
i1 pinin, that an officiont ministry, both Eaglish
aad ‘Gaelic, is essential in this commanding
Jocality of the west. | .

On Thireday cvening we yoturned to.Syden-
ham, ahd held x congregationsl toa meoting in
the school-honse. Upwards of four hundred
‘wero prosent, snd ministers and mambers of dif-
ferent -dendminations ateendod.  Many matters

‘of commiva interest- were tonched on By different

:

spenkera. The sulyect allutted to mo was,  the
Rise and Progress of the Freo Church of Scui-
lund,” with a view apocially to 18 disuperve
principles. A wath baving been « Spreseed, tnat
the reasous whihi scand in ihe way ol an anten
of Preshyterians in this anantry, sheald be el agy
stuted, [ was nece-gittied 1o ke 0 inal of
denwing the fine of demrenilon betwixe an epe-
tan evpremacy on she vpe baad, and an «xoin

sive individualism on the other. In thie theg
does nut appeas to be auy very g=iwus difiicolys,
as our excetlent frond, the Couvaner of 1he Sy

nod’s Home Mission, hns ciearly shewn ihroush
tho pages of the Recor!. Mo m.y it he ahiv
to define all the jostances in which a rocognipon
of God by the nativns of tho earth may becinne
really a duty; but certanly we may ho -
mitted 10 8a,, that fur 2 nanun as such phaabuie ly
1o ignore Gud aud the revelation of hus will, eun
in no circumstances be w dmy. The praviel
illugtrationys which were gwven in support of oar
views, wore derived manly from the lnmances
of the weekly Satbath, the obligauvn of vows
and oaths, the abolition of slavory, and the mus-
riage tio a8 & vow to Gud, to be sulemnised by n
religious rito. Thoe qyestion of endowment of

. roligion by the Siate, we leave in aheyanco, as

on that point our Wesimins.or etandards ara
silent. These nddressra we had ueccason 1o
mako in various places ns well as st Sydonham,
On the moraing of Friday, tho 16th, I ieft
Sydenham for Sowmthampton, a distance of thirte -
two miles. Within the last three years this re-
gion was absolutely 2 desert, it s now marked
out into townehips, noarly all taken up, and tho
road pretty distinetly faid oot. Threo wimoes a
~oek, two public conveynnces, the mail and a
private vehicle, ply the road, and there 18 ample
eaconragemont for them both. We got to Syuthie
ampton in the afiornoon, and. I was kindly re-
ceived by our friends, Mr. and Mre. Reid, who,
aleng with Mrs. Reid, senior, I found, to my
agreeable surorise, had beon at our meeung in
Sydepham the might before. Here nlso I met
with a2 number of old friends .from Toronto and
other places, now settled hore, ar.d tho renowsl
of intercourse with them /08 very rofreshing.
The river Savgeen is a beautifulsiream, which
winds through difforent townships, forming three
brsaches, and in their united form, falling iuto
the Haron at Southampton. It i3 not navigable
to any great distance from the lake. The town
of Snuthampton cootains not more than 200 -in-
habitants; but the township in which it sjands,
is alroady sufficiontly settled to brang in aboumt
£400 of taxes annually. .Membersof our Charch
wero among the first 1o sottle.ia tho place, and
for three yoars it has been e rmisvion staion.

.Several of the members of the London Preshy-

tory, Mr. Scott sud Mr. Ball, for examplo, have
sopoatedly visited o 2 missionary cheracter, and
Mr. Archibald Crawford was, I rather think, the
first. sotiled catechist.  That excollont -young
minister, now in Scotland, met with a-cery, nar
row escape from death, amid tho swelling.waves
of the Huron. On.his way from Southampton
to Kincardine, thirty miles from the .coast, a
storm overtook the amall vessel.in which he and
a fow othor passengers wero conveyed. .Ou her
being capsized, two. of the passengers wero
drowned ; Mr. Crawford, the master, and the
rest, clung to the vessel, and were providensally
saved. N .

Mr. Macnaoghion, 2 preacher of the Freo
Church of Scotland, doly designated to Canada
by the Colonial Committes .at Edinburgh, hes
labored for nine months ai this station, with con-
siderable acceptanco. He hasrecerved 2 eall from
the peoplo adher.ag to oar Chiurch, and tho ordinn-
tion wes fixod for Friday, the 220d inst. Jtwas
matter of regret 1o me 1hat I could n3t reman
another-week, s0 as 1o have takea a part with
the brotbten .of the. Preshytery in the solemn
work, and to kave formally introduced Me, M,
on the Sabbath following,  All.Y conld do-in the
Eircamsiances was; to suppif the: pulpit-iwice. on



