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well as for the world, if they could gell some of their possessivns and
buy therewith more of a spirit of doing geod,

But there are otkere of an entirely different spirit,  They love every
good cauee ; their whole is in each effort for the sahation of men; but
they are poor, really so, perhaps extremcly &0 It may be they are m
debt, and feeling that the property i thar hands does aot really belong
to them, they do not know whether 1t wonld be nrht to gratly their boo
nevalent feelings.  They fear Lot the cause of Chnst should suffer
through what the world might call an unwarranted if not an vnlawful
liberality.,  Such might be reminded that nothing renlly belonga tothem,
that in every thing they are but stewards  But as it 1z the miseonstrue-
tion of the world they are afraid of, let ug turn to the world fur the solu-
tion of their difficulty,

It is an establiched principle among buciness men, that when a man
fails, 83 it 12 ealled, his creditors are entitled to s avaable property, in
exact proportiun to the amonnt of their claims.  And if his a<cets do
not satffice for the payment of ench, cne 14 not paid in fll and another
loft wholly unpaid; but all fairalike. The aesets are equitably divided
among th m all, and cach gets the same percentage of his full amn
Thi« i an universal rule ;3 no one disputes its equity s and business men
would at onco dispute any deviation from the principle.

Now apply this, their own rule, to the case before us. A Christian is
in debt, and unable at the moment to meet all the demands of Ins eredi-
tors. He owes so much to A., B. and C. for value received ; then he
also owes to God, He awes him for life, for the support and continu-
ance of life, for the creation and perservation of every member of his
body and faculty of his mind. He owes him forall his mereies; forthat
very value that came throngh A., B. and C. ; and especially does he owe
him for the unepeakabloe gift of his dearSon. Do not say beeause that is
a gift, therefore it involves no debt.  In view of it as the chicf merey,
the Apostle calls the presenting our bodics as hiving sacrifices a reasona-
ble service ; and we are told Christ died for us that we shonld hive to
him. And such debt, where the obligation exists withouta written bond,
men of the world call debts of honor, and insist on cancelling them first
of all. Now on what pritciple of worldly justice would men shut out
altogether the claims of 0 larze a creditor 7 And if they are shut out,
on what principle can they maintain any other claims?  And rememtier,
I am not pleading for an exclusive regard to the claims of God, as they
plead an exclusive regard to their own claims; but for 2 proportionate
regard to all.

Perhaps they are afraid God will claim too large a share, and so de-
minish theirs; but they need not fear.  God is neither selfish nor unfair,
nor di totake advantage of them in any way.  If, on the one hand
he says, Bring ye all the tithe into the storchousc ; on the other, he also
says, Owe no man anything. He enioing the payment of the dehts due
to those very men who rob him of what is due to him. And while he
does s, ho is very lenient in the collection of the areat debt those men
themsclves owe to his goodness. So far from losing, I am persuaded
that e who allows the claims of God to be remarded equally with his
own, will never he be the losers while those who refuses the consider-
ation of his claims will just as surely not be gainers.

TWO KINDS OF ELDERS.

Even a single elder may be greatly influential. The statement has
two aspects ; for he may do great harm, or great good. One elder may
do much injury. It is not neceseary to this that he he a liar, or swearer,
or drunkard ; for such 2 man would bring himself under disciphine, and
could neither hecome nor remain an elder in any of our churches, 1tis
enough to make him worse than uscless, that he be an impracticable and
troublesome individual. If such a character is rarely to be found, yet, to
complete a skeich, he may at least be supposed. We naturally depict a
person of this sort as possessing a very good opinion of himself. The
like favourable estimate he may not entertain in relation to others, or his
very respect for them may secure them a measure of hia jealousy and ill-
will. Being of a soured disposition, he msy have a morbid diccontent
with existing arrangementsand regulations, and speak as if all things were
amiss for want of his mending. In sessional deliberations he may have
many cases to bring forward, and motions to submit, and speeches 10
make, and become very wrathfol und futractable if any impatienes e
manifested under his inflictions. In forwarding his views, he may com-
municate much with elders whont he is most likely to influence ; and
thus furm something like a party in the seseion, and then 1alk of vpposite
sides. Jf poorly supported by his brethren in the eldership, he may sctto
work in the congregation, and by ex perfe representations of what is
pasing, stir up dissatisfaction there, and thea plead a *pressure from
without’ in spology for his carnestaess. By no means deficient in the
love of power, he may feel as if power were most expresively shown in
opposition. To aid another, might rsther seem 10 him 10 be weakness,
When good propostls, therefore, are made, and do not emanate from
himseelf, it may be his frequent course first to doubt of them, and then
labour to defeat them. He may be commendably devoted to the cause
of civil liberty ; and, traasferring his notions of political abuees to ecclesi-
astical administration, aod thinkiog that the extravagances of the state
have all :ﬂn into a_Presbyterian church, however spare may be its
finances economical its outlay, he may suppose that he acts the
patriet and reformer, in caliing for indiscriminate retrenchment, and
frowaing on every hkind aad generous suggestion. Yct this elder may
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not be without trnuts of excellence ; or, as some would sey, redeeming
qualties, He may be versed in scnpture—he may be diligent in o good
work when 1t meete s mind ; and no one would feel entitled to pro-
nounce hun posittvely a bad man  But, if an oftice-bearer in the chureh
have the cast of mud which has Just been indicated, or anything resem.
Ling and appreaching i, hie ay tot only be prevented by his temper
fiom acevmp' By nnch i Chrst’s cavee lunse L, but become a feaiful
st apee wlihve 1o seaenal and congrozatenal tcformanion,

On the o hee band, a single elder may do great good. 1t s not neees-
sary 1o this that he be a man of extinondinary powers, or of unmense
wealth , nor must we depret hin, o account for his successful services, as
1 agos of moal excellence.  He has lus fadings, but he knows them
hine!!, and an humbling conscion<ness of them sheds a sobriety over his

. beannz, and inchnes han 1o be respeetful m his communications with

others.  T'hat nbuses exists, he sees and deplores; aud he applies himselt,
but with the meekness of windoan, to effeet the correction of them, and
zeckans t better, 1 necomplishirg fus ohjeet, to asowd a battle than to
gam a victory.  He throws e soul wnto beneficent esterprises, and it
takes the mould of them, expands to their capaciousness, nises 1o their alu-
tude, and recedea 1o their mumeawurable distance fiom meannesa and
vice, In prosecutiny the eatize of Chinst, he 1 drawn more into fellow.
stup with Christ, sminbes more of the spint of Chact, and hence hecoes
more thoroughly Christian m all his views, fechings, nnd engagements,
One can mark a discerinble progress 1 lus pretv, ‘There 1 a niprmng
averson to evil, a decpening Jdelieht i true gooduess wherever found,
and a groming readiness for every good work. Even his frendehip,
always sincere and trustworthy, evinces mote of a meilowing kindliness,
a purer tone of sacreduoess in ita sympathy, mare of that exquisite tender~
heartedness which ¢ rejoicex with them that rejoice, and weeps with them
that weep.” How valuahle 1+ euch 1 man to &l wih whom the prov.
dence of God nllies lum!  What a trea-ure is he to a minister !—what g
treasure to a session '—what a treasure to a congregation'  While he
lives, he does far more good than it ever suspected by himself, or shall be
known to others, nll * the day shall declare 1t 3 and when he dies, good
men carry lum to his grave, and make great lamentation over nm.—Dr.,
King on the Elderahip.

Iixrs 10 A Pravernzss Morurn —As a hutle hoy sat looking at his
mather one day, he saud, * Grandpapa will be 1n heaven! Auat will be
heaven! Mary wiil be in heaven! Baby is i heaven! But mamma!®
Here the child panged and locked very solemin,

“ Well, dear)” anid the mother,* what sboyt mamma? Will not
mammna be in heaven 1"

The little fellow rhook his head very gravely, and replied, O no,no ¥

“Why do you ray su 1" asked the muther, deeply aflected.

“« (), yoa do not pray,” hie rephied ; * s0 you will not go to heaven.”

“Yes, my dear, I do; I often pray for you when you do not sce me
—very dften, indeed.”

“ Ah, | never saw you, then,
you can pray.”

The mother knelt by her child, and prayed aloud for herself and litile
one, and that day learned a lezson she will never forget.

Motner?! are you going 1o heaven? Do your hitle ones think you are
going, by all they observe in your walk and conduct?  Are you leading
them in the way to 0 to heaven? Do they often hear your voice going
up to the throne of God for them? Those who do not pray on earth,
may pray when earthis passed, and their prayer then will not be an-
swered. The rich man prayed for one drop of water—a very small re.
quest—but he did not obtain the boon he asked. May you be anxious
tlt: pr::ly now, that your prayer may be heard and answered.—Qlother's

riend.

Kueel down now, and let me hear if

Ax Arrear 1o Yourn —There are some who are distinguished by
the fear of God in their youth; some laaacs who prefer an evening walk
to meditate to the crowded avenues of diseipation ; some Jusephs, whose
image is*a fruitful bough by a well ;*” some Davids who love the harps
of Zion, and have no ear * for the song of the drunkard,” or * the mirth
of fuols ;” some Timuthys who « from childhood have known the Serip-
tures, which is able to make them wise unto salvation ;”’ and hail you on
your¢nrly ercapé from the paths of the destroyer, on your carly separation
from a world, which attracts only to show its emptincse, and clevates
only to depress, on your early union with the wise and good. Go forth
ia all +¢ the beauties of holiness ;” honor Ged, and serve your generation
according to his will. Religiously occupy the stations you are to ennoble,
aud form the connections which you are 1o bless. * Adorn the dectrine
of God your saviour in all things.” Eamcstly pureve the gloriess course
which you have begun; be not weary in well-doing; grow i grace ae
you advance in years; * abound more and more in knowledge and in all
Judgment,” “ approve the things that are excellent,” and be sincere and
without offence till the day of Christ. And what hinders any of you, my
young friends, from joining yourselves to the Lord! Weigh the rea-
sonings which you have heard ; suspend for a while the influence of your
passions, and eadeavor to fecl the force of the motives which have beea
adduced. Deliberate, or rather decide. for there is no time for hesitation ;
“ mow in the accepted time, now is the day of salvation ;" the langeage
of the Redeemer is, * To-day,” and will you say with Pharaoh, * Te-
motrow " _Every delay will have you more remote from the Geod you
have 10 seek; every delay will place more barriers between youw and



