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o Ui e ~torime of s tonuy and bullets d vy the
Wwithe + o 1 nbertune

C Ao eotne e, Master Dighy, wail okl
8w s, ehe f buthr ever vance I could re-
membs p, arl on whon the course of - tune
tregued pewerlossc to nnprint marks of deeay.
oo Loner hnod boeen winte and s fuee red
when [ u-rd torun up and down stars atter
i i u frock and bare legs, holding on by
those Lrowd cvut-tuils, or  potitiomng fer a
rude on tiat eturdy  shoulder § amd  now,
thetels the eennt nanee had deepened
bnse, nnd U wausteont ineresed if poseible
1 vodnnee, e wns tho same Soames still.
< Wele g home, deed, gir, This way,f
you please, Muster Digby. Sir I’m:«uruu:

aave been expe eting you sinco throe o'clock.
And he ughered me down  the well- known
pasage londimg to my father's souggery, ad-
diye, with paternel wffction, enhanced by
an enriy dinner, * How you kave growdd,
Masts r Dighy, —quite. s fine gentlcman, and
1w s bt tho otuer day as I omade the
bishop for your christenng,’ .n"lldlng to the
cxinlarating cowpouad digmfied by that ve
olewmstical ite,  Bre Suates had eanclud

ed iy remumseences and reflections, Jowas
fuce to lnee with my  father, amd my heart
smote me to think of my intihal  behavior
and systematic neglect of bimwhen I suw so
virible- an slteration in the torw and featares
of the old man.  He was much bent and
wiste d in figure, wlhnlst & drawn look about
the eyes, and shurp ned expression of the
whale  countenance, butoKened mereasing
fectloness nud decay.  Sull thero wus the
same proud bearing, the sume courtly ges
tires, nhove all, the same conowse, forcible,
and rather satirienl mauner, which marks
the former nswociutes of * tho Prince Re-
gent,” aud wlieh s fant dying out with th

romairs of the ¢ Carlton House School” Sir
Perearmo was kindness ats. I, but his_affee-
tivnate domonstrations were tempered with
a degree of roserve and sl vespget inge par-
abie trom one who was ever consgious of ‘his
pumu.’:,‘ and our greeting was soms thing
between that of father and son, monarch
and heir-presamptive.  Once, aud onuco only,
nuture asserted h r dommion over the parent
amd 1t was with falt-ring voice and tuoistdh-
od eye that my father cxpressed bis desire
to m ke some arrangement wlich, now that
I had come of agze, should render me to a
certam ext nt independent, * sud whicli * L
adite {, with 8 momentary pang of self re-
proneis, * [ fenr I have too toug neglected.
But we will see aboutit, We must havo
Mantmam down, my dear Digby 3 and it is
inde d strangs,’ he continued, relapsing in-
sensibly mto the old vice-regal manner, ¢ if,’
with our influence aund i * our position,”
we ennnat plaen overything on a fuoting
wineh shall be satisfactory to the future re-
prescntative of tho fammly.’ .

Such were the generatities in which my
dour futher was wont to wdulge, and thus
would ho delude himself nto a vague 1dea
of prospenty which hac vamished, and pow-
or which had never exited.  As to S
Pervgrme’s mfluence, 1t was  completely
swampn d, 1 a pohteal pont of viow, by a
noaghbormg earl, whose grandiather, an en
terprismg manufactaror, hnd bequeathed to
s dencendant, besules that knowledge (o
business) whielt 18 better than * hooses and
fants, n very large proportion of the jatter
m cror artieles, and eapital enouge to buy
evarg free and ndependent voter in the
county ume timen over ; sud as regarded
that position of which from childliood 1 had
be ard 8o mueh, what . Was it but o large il
reguiated cstabiishhuent, a discontentad ten-
antry, and o propaty awertgrad o ats fall
vam 7 But ts was to time to dwall upon
s b o amportant matters. A large party,
weindmge the atoresud  carl, were staying
the: house, and a host of neghbors inat 4 te
dinuer.  Toe tollowing morning, wy birth-
duv, was to witiness merry-tnahing aud -
1terags for overy class of the commumiy
wittun pules of Haverley.  An ox was to b
rousted whele tor tho poer, who prefor their
ment under-done, and digestion to be pro
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well-wisher- for the reonrte sy, pro-veving
! gravity tor whih [ have ever piee enjuyd
, the reward of an approving conscience . The
0Odd Fellowa ehicered my spaech heartily, for
whnch, as o very young orstor, I was much
{ wbliged to them, sinee it reqmires a long ap-
prenticcstup indedd awong thoe practical and
exper need of our senate to bear uuabashed
the clulhag wb nee, or wors- still, the sarens-
ue applanse, with which a brilliant and long-
stuaied peroration 18 sy often received inthat
nagemblage,

This ceremony well over, the slaughtcred
ox was borne in  processive, tho atoresuid
bund performing in divers keys the air of
* Oh, the roast beefof Old England ' and
having been rbout a:  much ronsted us tue
woudeock which is allowed to see the fire ere

i

istroduced to a thorou,h epicure, wascut up
und distributed in no very appotising-looking
morsels to the poor of the parish, whilst ston-
tonian voices pledged health and prosperity
to the young ‘squire, in floods of good strong
Haverley wle.  After wineh the shouters re-
created themsolves with wheel barrow races,
the chariotecrs being blindfolded, and creat-
e no small confusion from their furious
drivigy ; the n'thty climbed a pole, winch

—

conee, and erry-malling  without  theo ?
What cure § for the old hall, the rich and
lovely dumain ?  There is no beauty whero
thou art not !'

Mournful thouglts for twenty-ono ! Hap.
py s he who huth not out-lived his boy-
hood, till ripened Prime brings with it the
conviction thnt all 18 vanity; tho experionco
that teaches us to expeet no  resting-place
here brlow, to look steadfastly forward to
the future—not the immediate future of our
short span of existence, but the real future
of etormty. Someo men are boys all their
lives, aud as such aro envied and envisble
for tho lghtness of their spirits, their keen
enjoyment of life.  But these can never
know the stern, severe training thut leads
direct to Truth.  Perbaps for them such
ordeal may not be necessary, and -i3 saer-
cifully dispensed with. For beneficial asmay
be the ultunate effets of disappointment and
unhappiness, it cannot but seem hard that
the unfurrowed brow should ache with
thought, thy beardless cheek waste and pale

with eare.  Nor can we expect the youth,
buwever fast he may have spent his boy-
Liood, however dearly bu may have purchased |
his knowledge, to arrive at onco at that re-

signed aud happy period, when man ig en-‘

«mblem of ambition was well grensed within
tlew £ t ot the top, and he who bad struy-
¢l-d manfully to within an arm's length  of
his aun, 1ound that when almost witho his
zrusp ne wus doomed to bedsappoiuted, and
10 go down, u8 is usual in real life, a good
d-al faster thun he came up.  The prize sur-
meunting this perpendicalar difliculty, was
atlength wrested by & cunmng ehimney
sweep, who, tuking & pocketful of sdot up
with bin, and retreshing his- palms  there-
with ot int rvals, got them 8o completely
urin d at last as to render any awmount of
soup of no « T ct, and thus suceeeded m car-
rymy off the buge leg of wutton that hud
tempt. d bim 8o long.  Nor were the fawr
damnels of the district exeluded from  their
share m these rural spoite, an under-gar-
ment of snowy texturs beivg provided for her
whuse dainty feet could brush the dew quick-
est from the lawn. This rac , to use a turf
eXpression, brought tog- ther * a capital en-
try ;' aud after n gevere  tiggle, and thopro-
duction of wany divers-oolored, & nimble
duiry-maid bore off the prize.

As the afternaon waned, and the hearty
farmers began to fuel that their usual dinner
Liour was lony sinco gone by, many an eyo
was wistfuily dirccted towards the tent pre-
pued for our great repxst, and many a
vitorous appetits voted four o'clock the best
part of the day, as th-y scated themsslves at
the thres 1 nathy tables, of which & cross
one at the tup, raised upon a sort of dais,
form«d a nucleus for the great guns of the
party, the rector of the parish, the mewber
for tho ceunty, the nazhboring earl, two or
three adjuininy ‘squires, Sir Peregrine and
myeelf, ¢

B.-of and venison were rapidly consumed,
and strong port und  sherry, varied by deep
drauzhits of Jobu Barleycoru, as rapidly dis-
appeurod ; tnces waxed red and apoplectic,
aud tungwe s, now lovsened from the bands
of shyniss and reserve, chattersd in deafen-
1w coufusin.  Toasts of loyalty and pa
trivtisia serve to bring in the chidf ovent of
the vvening, aod the steward ot the estate,
rappag luuldly on the table, obtains a dead
#1} nev, truly appaling to old Farmer Scales,
wav, 10 right of sebivnity, has taken upon
bumg M the office of propesing the youuy
‘squire s heaitn,  The sturdy yeoman has
not, axs he honestly contesses, * the gift ot the
aub;® but woen ho wants a word he waits
tor it wits o pti neo and 4« termination that
wunld drive a nervous man frantic. The
panses beeome lyonger and longer as the
orator gets deeper into  his  subjecet, till an
« xtre e dy abrapt conclusion and an ambigu-
ous compument, rob-rrag to the fatted calf
b g sluin on my return, emptics cvery
vumpe rof * black steap * like a shot, and vo.
cifirous ch-c ring proves that Farmer Scales
ais comple tely expressed the teelings of his
atthene: .

Now for the reply.

¢ Honor—much flat-

abled to say, in heartfelt thankfuloess and’
bumble confidence, ¢ It is good for me that I
baye been in trouble.’

Who is there that delights in the deadly!
tubes, levelled with accuracy aud quickness,
against the flgns covey or the dodging |
coney. Who 18 thero that loves to rhnge the
rich stubbles and the russestcoppice, to start |
the frightened hare from her form, or finsh
thte ganly pbeasant from his covert, and doth
not welcome with all his heart tho keen, pur
air of & bracing mormug in  October, when
the outlying spinnics are to be veat, and the
scattered purtridges, wild, wary, aud quick
upon the wing, will prove uo uaworthy tn-
uwph 2 Haverley was the place of all
others for a varied and enjoyableday's shoot-
Ing,  Without the masses of game which

swarm liko locusts upon a Norfolk manor—
with  bouquets of pheasants, radiating in
all directions from what i3 appropriately
termed a ¢ hot corner,’—therc was a fair
aprinkling of both winged and ground game,
thut might satisfy the keenest sportsman as
to the sufficient nutnber of - objects whereon
to exercise his prow. ss ; whilst the large en-
closures, double hedge-rows, and undulating
surface of the land, imposed upon lum that
bodily exercise which so much eubances the
plessure of all ficld sports. Nor was the
party marshalled in deadly array upon the
steps of the old Hall, the second morving
aft-r the coming of-age day, loth o enjoy to
the utmost all the amusemont our coverts
could afford. A motley ecrew we were, loung-
in,r about under the portico or on the lawn,
1 cvery varicty of coptumne yet invented for
the slaughter of the beasts of the field, from
ald Ramrod’s antedilavian velvetoen jacket,
with skirls to his hiecls, and pockets in whosc
Yyawning caverns you might alinost stow away
a red deer, to Carambule’s smart and fanei-
fuf wuic, picturesque as that of u *Robin
Honu,_ with ity braid and fucings, avd har
motising well with th.: Marquis’s carefully-
trimmed beard, curling moustache, and re-
dundancy of jew-llry—not to mention his
white lud gloves, and the enormous cigar
which, ever glowing between his lips, secined
like a Plienix to spring frow the ashes of its
predecessor.  Nor was the Chureh Yureprs-
sented in our sporting assewmblige. The
Reverend Amus Batt, the shortest-sighted
mean that ever squinted over a gun-burrel,
the most dangerous aeighbor that ever hined
* a ride,’” was as usual the keenest to begin,
in bis excessive foudn ss for that amuss mont
to which of all others he was loast adapted
by uaturo, aud fidgoted about in his dark
clerienl shooting-dress in a manner that
called down the contewmptuoue report of Mr.
Flivt, the koeper, who, grouped gwith bis
myrmidons and a half dozen spanigly, stood
within car-shot of the Hall door.

¢ Nover do to bogin without Mr. Speacer,’

eaid Flint, probably in consideration of many

o stick as long as himself, to * beat it out,’
touches Ins hat, and inquires iunto the
amount of slaughter. Of course, a good
many pheasants ¢ went back,’ to that myste-
rious bourne from which no game over ro-
turns ; and of vourse, we ought to have an
additional wan somewhere clse, *to stop,’
for who over yet knew a keeper satisfied
witly the list of killed 2 But our party were
flushed with success ; anvd, walking in a
hino over a few intervening fields to the next
covert, we picked up a stray hare, and two
or three brace of wild vatridges, that did
credit to our aim, cre wo again entered upon
tho woodlapd oliasse.

A fabulous report of a waodeock supposed
o have been seen by Mr, Battt created
much excitement in this locality, not dimin-
ished by * viewing away ' a magnificont old
fox, which I had great difficulty in provent-
ing Curambole from shooting, It did me
good to sve tho gallant animal glidiag easily
along over the ridge and furrow of the ad-
joining field, us bright rich coat glictoning
in the sun, and his stealthy form the very
impersonation of spoed and symmetry. Ere
I could givo bim a sccond ¢ view holloa,’ he
had disappeared, and I felt half-ashamed of
my enthusiasm when I saw ¢ the Marquis's
look of astonivhient at an excitement he
could not the least comprehend.

The love of fox-hunting is indeed an inex-
plicuble pacsion ; the man who has once
really felt it, never forgets his attachment to
the cause, Let him leave off his tavorite
pursuit for years—put bim to any other sport,
business, or excitement you will—place him
in any position, or uuder any circuwmstances,
which render it impossible for hia to gratify
his prevailing taste—but only mention the
word * fox-huntmg,’ only lead to some sub-
ject connect-d with that fascinating sport,
aud you will bring the color to Ina check, and
the light to s eye, though age may have
dimmed the one, and sorrow furrowed the
other. But in the meantume, walkiog knee-
deep in stubble, and strageling waist-deep
through tangled brier and impervious covert,
had made us all excessively hungry. Nor
were we sorry to bebold, on the lee-side of
Upper Loug-wood, a gipsy fire cheerfully
burning, a pot of comforting soup hanging
graoc-fully thercon ; a sereen cleverly con-
structed to keep off the wind, and a table laid
out with sundry good things for the refresh-
ment of the inward man : whilst Soames,
who piqued bimself much on these im
promptu out-door arrangements, trotted
about, greatly to Ins own sutistaction, witha
jorum of a euriously compounded ¢ mull,
grat. ful beyond measure in tue raw air of an
Octaber atternoon.

What a merry party we were. Our sport
bad been oxc llent. Ramrod, a regular old
poacher, who always asked to take away
what he killed, bad amacsed 8 capital bag,
by dint of shooting hares sitting, taking un-
wary rabbits by surprise, and poking 1nost
prrsoveringly st game upon the wing. The
rest of party had been equally successful in
a moro legititnate manocr. Even Mr. Batt,
after the exponditure of a vast deal of pow-
der and shot, had snceeeded in bagging a
hen.pheasant and & wood-pigeon. Caram-
bole liad hardly missed a shot (I should be
afraid to say how many cigars he had smok-
ed), and his mercurial spints were now at
their bizhest—he would drink *encore un
coup of ze mrll, as called Soames's frag-
ment mixture—he would sing French bae.
chanalian songe, in & rich mellow voice,
which delight -d even the austere Flint, who
allowed us more time than usual for onr re-
past ; and, in short, nothing could have gone
off b. tter than the whole thing, had it not
been for au untoward accitlent, perhaps part-
ly to be attributed to the jolity of our lun-
cheon, which damped onr afternoon amnuse.
ment, and which might have had a very
8« rious termination.

Wo were shooting-the last covert, and twi-
light was rapidly approaching, when the Re-
verend Amos batt, whom I bad placed .next
to myself, in order, if possible, to modérate
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b a nkied on ;
shades of night, we had touched upon cpe :
subject after another, mado reciprocal dis.
closures in tho striotest confidence, as to oy |
reapective studs, and interchanged an abbre.
viat: d history of our first loves, till Tom at
last jutrust'd me, in the openness of Lj i
heart, with the important secret that Lo wy '
over head and earsin love with the fair Julj 3
Batt; that he resolved to miarry her as sog
a8 ho had taken orders and got ‘a living'- ]
two events that young men, till undeceived
by experisnee, are apt to consider 8ynony.
mous—but that he had not yot declared b
attachment to his ladyu-love; and he bad 4
shrewd suspicion that, however agreeabl i
they might bo to the daughter, the Raverer)
Amos, 1n his paternal oare, highly disap Ny
proved of my friend's attentions. ]
‘If I can assist you any way, my den
Tom, comwand me,’ said I, as wo eaterg
the house, and stumped off to our respeetin
dr.esing rooms, ¢ To-morrow is our couni}"’
ball, ag you know, and you will have ev of
opportunity of making play with the dmnm I\
88 I can undertake to Evep papa in conver
sation, ag to the respective merits of hesy
and light guns, seli-primers, revolyers, an!
other deadly weapons, lon - enough to en.
able you to propose, be accepted, ay, ani
ﬁan;y’ bher off in a postchaise-and-fourt
oot. .

So saying I opened the door of my com: |
furtablo suuggery, where lot water,'dn
things, and a blazing fire, presented ull {h
tuateriuls for restoring the outward man tos
st?jte of gentlemanlike sleckness +gl”
ordor.

But, alas ! the post—that remorscless ey
blem of Fate—had arrived during 1wy ab
senco ; and with s blush of shiatwe and
morse, with & vague fueling of unaceount
eble apprehension that made my heart bet
and wmy breath come quick, I recogmzed, it
a foruign L tt-r that lay upon my toilet tabls
and well.known bundwriting of Zoe &
Grand-Martigny.

When Soames knocked at my door u
hour afterwards to say dinner w
on the table, I was still sitting &
my arm chair, with that open lelie’
in my band. Thoughts, thoughts—ibm
mysterious workings of the soul, whioh fom
alternately our blessing and onr curse—wm
inundating my brain in countless successie,
like the waves of the sea. In that hourl
lived over a long and happy day of theim
vooable past. Again I sawthat gloriousgd
in all the pride of her boauty, as I bebé
her for the first time. Again I walked wd
her in the maguificent scenery of Niagwn
and heard her gentle voice thrilling to o
very soul, deapite tho roar of the ca
Again I gazed upon her graceful iorm, s
lony; black trssss, drooping over the sf
deep waves of the St. Lawrence, &s many;
tim - end oft I had seen her, and sat wi
Ler by the margin of that mighty river, i
the golden summer evenings of the We
Again I saw the glittering jet braceld o
clusped from that snowy arm; and o
more was her gentle sorrowing fuce tofoy
upon wine, in mute, appraling aony,
ghe bid me a long and last farewecll. S
then how maddening to think that I had
her once since, in the pompous revelry, &
noisy frivolty of a London ball ; ani that &
cursed fate had prevented me from so m
as oxchanging & syllable with one erst
fondly loved.

Butthe letter—gentle, icminine, high-p
cipled as bers-lf—explained all this ; andt
Isatout the tedious furmal dinuer, &
strove to sustain my part in the torced zuid-
the waiu nonsense that wore through
weary eveniug, I felt indeed unworthy|
that generous missive which reposed up
wy heart. Not a word of reproach, d
word of repining did it contaiu ; far
such tecliugs—far above the weakness of¥
8ex, . was the pure, high-minded writer.

(Te be Continued.)



