purpose of communing mth God. l(ut

when the Thesbite gathered the seattered
sons or disciples of his predecessors, and

tounded on Mount Carmel the first sehool |
of prophets, the fountain of Elias supplied !
not only the water for slaking the thirst of |
Dodies, but a spiritual fountain sprang up, '
ehanging the desert ot souls into a blooms !
ing garden, laden with the froits of ||4I|I-E
ness, and diffusing its sprays of hope and

patient desire over the downtrodden eliosen

people,

A large eave 60 feet Tong and 45 f""'l
wide was the eradle of this school,  There |
the promise of a Redeemer, made in para-
dise, was elucidated s there the adepts were
told that personal sanetity, intercessory
prayer, and fervent desire might aceelerate o
the fulfilment of the promise, and an
anticipated * Rovatey enli dosuper,” mwi
from the assembled prophets,

Henee we need not be surprised that God, '
in answer to so many aspirations, gave .l|
sign.  Elias sees vising out of the sea ol
little eloud shaped like a man's foot, and
inspired by the Holy Ghost, he knows it to
he not only a sign of the rain promised to
Achab, but a token of the bmmaculately
conceived Virgin, who rises pure out of the
contaminated mankind, a pledge of the
coming redemption.  The signal is given,
Heneeforth the sons of the prophets eentre
their aspirations in the tuture Mother of
the Messinh, and as prophet, suceccds !
prophet, as the prophecies hecome elearer
and more pointed, as the time of faltibnent
approaches, their hopes grow stronger, their
longing more intense, their prayers more
fervent,

Could it be otherwise, after Aelinz had
been tolds = The Lord Himself shall give |
you a sign, e ||H|<l avirgin shall eoncei
and shall bring fortha Son, whose name shall
be Emmanuel, that is; God with us2* Coule
they sigh for the coming Redeemer without
Yearning tor His Mother 2 Could they pray
that the second Adam would retrieve the
lot of fallen mankind, without looking for |
the second Eve, who in an eminent sense

was to be the mother of all the living »

Thus therz is a nueleus of devotees of our |
Lady of Carmel anticipating her venera-
tion, and this nuclens at the same time
foreshadows, as far as possible in the Old
Law, the highest flower of devotion—re-
ligious life.  For these sons of the prophets

i

The Carmelite muicm.

ﬁunud a community under an acknows
ledged superiors they had their devotions
in common, and the traditions of their
school were as sedulously guarded and as
conseientiously handed down as the constis
tutions of any religious Order ot the New
Law, Why should this not be so¥  As
everything else of the New Law fonnd its
tigure and type in the Mosaie dispensation,
<o the prophetie school  prefigures the
perfect abandonment of man to God, which
is the essence of religious life,

As the plenitude of  time approached,
God revealed the fact to some of these sons

fof the prophets, and by them the joyful

tidings were communicated ta St, Ann,
the mother of the Blessed Virgin, 1t
would indeed be difticult to picture the
transports of delight engendered by these
news, What they had so long and ardently
prayed for, their own eyes should behold
l<n|h/«d Their own gaze should fasten
upon the morning dawn, heralding the
L rising of the Sun of justice. From this
time the intercourse between Nazareth
and Mount Carmel was not only frequent
and amiable, but it was the intercoarse hes
tween i sovercign Lady and her vassals,
Deeply interested in the weal or woe of the
favored persons, the sons of the prophets
never for o moment Tost sight of the fact
that it was the Motherof the Redecmer of
the world and its evredenptris, they were
privileged tosee and to speak to,  And the
more  the  extraordinary  graces  heeame
patentywhich God showered upon his ehild,
the more tenderand reverential their aifecs
tion for hee grew, ‘They anticipated the
Magnitieat s "l old from heneforth all
woenerations shall eall me hlessed,*

When the holy night saw the bhivth of the
suviour, and angelie hosts aunoune 4 the
lad tidings to the shepherds in Bethlehen,
hey spoke to Esseninns, and these Ese
senians stood to the sons of the prophets,
the hermits of Mount Carmel, in the same
relation as a third Order does now to the
tirst Order,  Consequently the inhabitants
[ of Carmel were soon apprised of the occur-
rence, and the *Glory to God in the highe
est, and on earth peace to men of good
will ™ resounded in the eaves of Carmel,

The years pass: the hermits are witnesses
of the hidden life in Nazareth, of the publie
appearance of the Messiah, of the catase

trophe of Golgotha, They fully unders
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