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neuce, (Applause.) And whenthese facnlties are snf-
fered to liedormant, when the mind becomes stunted,
nations, like individuals, sink by the inevitable law of our
nature to the level of the beasts that perish. If it be an
object then to lay tne foundation of true national great-
ness—if we desire 1o acheive for ourselves a position
amoeng the nations of the earth, like that of the glorious
empire to which we belonz—if we hope to stand out
even as she now stands out, pre-eminent not only in
power; but in the grandeur of her intellectual being, we
must imitate the example and walk in the footsteps of
our forefathers, (Great Applanse.) We must elevate
the nnational mind by the careful cultivation of our moral
and intellectual facnlties. We must cherish the arts
by which habits are reformed and manncrs embellished.
We must implant the love ot truth, of beauty aud re-
nowsn in the hearts of our people. This is the nohle ob-
Jject to which this University aspires, for the accomplsh-
ment of which she esteems every sacrifice small. Fail-
ing to accomplish this, she feels ithat all is lost. But if
she isenabled to fulfil what she must believe to be her
destiny, she feels that she will have laid the foundation
of true national greatness, and she indalges the confi-
dent hope that we may one day point to our longline of
heroes and Ystatesmen, of philosophers and poets, only
less glorious than that which adozns ihe aunals of our
native land. (Great Applause.)

RPIRITUAL CONDITION OF LONDON—MEET-
ING OF CONGREGATIONALISTS.

A very interesting meeting was held on the 6th
October in the Congregational Libary, Bloomfield
Street, Finsbury, to take into consideration the spirit-
val state of London, as revealed by the late census,
and to consider what measures should be adopted for
remedying the deplorable irreligion prevalent. 1twas
the general conviction of the meecting that no orgen-
ization was necessary, and that the infusion of fresh
life and spirit into existing agencies was the great de-
sideratum. Mr Binney said, in supporting one of the
resolutions :—

]

“He bad not much faith in open-air preaching as a
means whereby to meet the present state of society,
and the condition of mind which now existed among
the nom-church going population. He thoughta
variety of other modes must be tried. One peculi’
arity of the present day was, that the morning con-
gregotions are now much better than those of the
evening. He did not know whether he was particalar-
1y affected by that fact. There was a feeling abroad
that the morning scrmons were better than those of
the evening. Thercforeintellectual persons did not go
out in the evening. He beleived that in & great num-
ber of caces it might be traced, not to a want of re-
ligions fecling, butto taste ; they spent their evenings
in reading at home, and that very profitubly. The
speaker added a few observations on the subject of
preaching, and of devotional services, and sat down
by ?’xprcssing hig solicitude for the welfare of the mas
ses.

Mr Binney’s on open-air D})rcac'ning did not meet
Ziith general concurrence. Mr Newman Hall rereark-

‘* He did not agree with Mr Bincey in his remarks
relative to open-air preaching.  He thought it one of
the very best means that could be adopted, and he
bad had no small expericnce on the subject. There
were multitudes of persons who aever twere necra
place of worship to hear a sermon.  They might ask
them s they would, but they would not come. He
had come time back acked an omnibus driver; his
anstver had Leen, ‘That's your trade, and dus driving’s
mine” They could get thece men in hundereds with-
out going across the water for them. It wasa v

eagy organization,—a chair, & hympn-book, and half &
dozen istian fricnds. They were notto getupin

-

asermonic style, and have first, second, third divisione.
aud application. The persons standing around would
immediately say, ¢ That man is in earnest. He has
got something, and he wants me to have it too?
Then, again, open-air preachers ehould alwayshave a
supply of tracts with them ; and the assecmbly would
almost knock him down to obtain them. That was the
way to preach. It would have a sublime efiect on the
minisiry. In their sermons in the open-air, they
should have no theological, sectarian, or cant terms,
Their suditors should not be asked to go to chureh,
whichis, in their opinion, the ¢ shop.’ They should
be touched by the means he had mentioned. All, be
thought, might do something. Laymen more espe-
cially had an advantage in speaking to such audiences,
as it was seen that preaching was not their profession
and that consequently their motive was purely dis-
interested.

The Rev. Henry Allen moved the following reso-
lution, which appears to have embodied the general
sentiment of the meeting :—

¢ That this meeting is by no means desirous of orgi-
nating any new extended organization for the accom-
plishments of this most momentous. object, but would
rather @irect the atteniion of our churchesand pastors
to the possibility of 2 more general and efticient em-
ployment of means which, in some localities, have
been used with undoubted effect. It would therefore,
urge upon the brethern generally the importance of
local meetings for conference and prayer, in relation
to the wants of theirown neighbourhoods, —~the revi-
val and iccrease of Christian instruction societies,—
the increase and invigoratlon of home missionary
suwerations,—the employment of additional congrege-
tional missionaries by churches capable of this out-
lay—the establishment of prayer meetings in out-
lying districts,—tbe greater cncouragement of lay
preaching,—the employment of : mechanics halls, ,
lecture-rooms, and theatres, for the stated or occasion-
al preaching of the gospel therein, as well as in the
open-air,—and the more vigorous and systematic use
of all means likely, under the divine blessing, to
tvach the ignorant, and to save the lost..’

Among other things dwelt on by more than one
speaker was the vast importance of domiciliary wvisits
to the poor. Iiwasalso stated, on good authority,
that}indiffercnce to religion wasfound to be infinitely
more prevalent among the masses than speculative
atheism, and the great gqbject wasto bring acknow-
ledged truthto bear on the hearts and consciences of
men~~JVews of the Church.
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WINTER.
BY 8. H. BARREIT.

The bloom of Spring, the delight of Summer, and
the pleasantness of Autumn, have passed away. The
blooming of flowers, and the putting forth of vegetauon
and the singing of birds, have ceased. Seed tme ard
harvest are past. The forest, with its foliage, and the
ficld, with its verdure, are divested of theis green robes.
The sun itslf does not shine with its wonted brllianey.
The whole scenery of nature hezs undergone 2 change—
a visible change to the eye of the beholder. Winia,
cold, dreary, and gloomy, has come, binding the earth
with its ig chains, and “spreading desolation over the
face of nature, Who that has witngssed the loveliness
of suramer, could inagine that so great a change could
occur inso brief a period? None but the expenenced
could believe that such a phenomenon were posaible.

It would not be for man’s bighest happiness to enjoj
perpetual Summer. By the changing of the seasoty

we are permitted to behold a greater variety of scenes;




