
318 Correspondence.

ward, the body of a large spider not, long dead,-a spider whose
bulk was at least three imes as great, as that of its intending
sexton. On arriving within twelve mouhes of the sepuichro the
inseet Ieft the corpse, and hastened thither to, ascertain, as I can-
not doubt, whether or flot the orifice was large enoughi for its
admissi on : it was flot so, and the grave-digger resumed his work
onlarging, thougli but very slightly, showing thus how true lis
oye was, the opening hoe hadl made. Returning to the spider hoe
dragged it onward, and, stili running backward, pulled it after
him within the hole; and I noticed that so nice had been the
calculation, there was exactly sufficient space for the passage of
the body-sufficient, but not a hair's-breadth to spare.

The inseet soon once more emerged, and imimediately corn-
menced filling in the grave, a work lie spcedily thougli carefully
accomplished. And whcin that work wvas complctod, ho rau round
and round with great celerity upon the surface, scattering the
gravel in ail directions with Ili S foot, with the undoubted object of
obliterating every, the faintost mark by which. lis cache umight be
discovercd: .sud so effectually was this Portion of biis operation
executed, that haif an hour subsequently 1 was unable, though. I
searchcd diligently and anxiously, assisted too by oyes far keener
than my own, eyes that had also watched -t-d whlole transaction,
to, find it out myseîf.

.Meantinie, having, son t for my net, I, not without, somne feelings
of compunction, captured the littlo workman, and putting iin to
doath by tho shortest possible rnethod, made a sketch. of him for
future roference.

Now, wha,,t was the object of the little creaturo in convoying
beyond the ken of othor inseets the booty it lad discovered ? My
first imipression was that it Nvas an Ichincurnon, and tbat it Nvs
about to deposit its oggs within thc body of the spider; but Ich-
-neumous, I believe, invariably inake use of living catorpillars for
that purposo; and aftor having effccted my capture, 1 could dis-
covor iio trace of an ovzposilor. I imagine, therefore, that it
must bave intended to m-ake, a mes!, or many mesîs off Vhe car-
case: but why it should have oxpended so large an amount of
tinie, aud givon itself so much trouble on that accounit, I confess
I arn unable to detorinine.

A reflection, and 1 conclude. How slender is the line of de-
inarcation sepsrating instinct from roason ! and how marvellons
tIe Oreative Power tînt could. have impartcd to, an insect se in-
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