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of plant growth, shows that it lias a higli ianurial value. In
Greenland specimens, the ash bas been found to contain ton per
cent of phosphates. The proportion of water in the recerit weed
is so large, however, that sea-weed cannot be profltably carriod to,
great distances, but~ along the shores of the lower St. Lawrence and
in other maritime provinces, wbere it can be readily obtained at
certain seasons, its value can scarcely be overrated. The processes
that have been suggested for converting the sea-weed into, a paste,
for transport, mixing with peat ashes, &e., do not soem likely to
lead to any useful resuIt, so far as the British Ainerican provinces
are concerned.

PÂPER MÂTERIÂLS.

The cry for "lmore rags " which paper-makers roised somne
years ago, necessary failed to increase the supply of rags, but it
served to bring moterials to the paper-mili thot had not been
previously thought of, Hollyhock stems and straw and heather,
and a hundred other substances, were tried and found suitable in
varjous degrees. Many of these, while capable of being converted
into paper, eould flot lie profitably used in the manufacture; but
several have taken their place as really important sources of paper
fibre. Plants that roquire to, be cultivated exclusively for this
purpose are not likely te yield sotisfactory resuits, and of lote
years, therefore, attention lias been especially directed to the wasta
products o? agriculture. Iu all agriculturol plants woody fibre is
produced to a groater or less exteut, and that of the straw of
cereol grains lias been used for a number of years to a considera-
bic extent. Tlie leaves and husks of Indian Corn (Zea Mlaize)
are also coming into extensive use, as appears from interest-ing
detoils published by Professor Liudley in the Gardeners' Chroni-
éie. Dr. Lindley's account of the manufacture appears to bo
founded upon statements that have appeared lu the Brcsl«uer
Gewerbeblatt and the Daily Telegraph, a London paper. The fol-
lowingt extracts ivili be of interest on tliis side of the Atlantic,
where Indian Corn is produced in sud' enormous quantities:

IlRecent experimonts have proved Indian Corn to possess flot
oniy ail the qualities necessary to make a good article, but to bo
lu many respects superior to rags. The discovery to whicli we
allude is a complote success, and inay be expected to, exorcise the
greatest influence upon the price of papes'. Indian Corn, in cou a-
trieq of a certain dogree of tomperature, con ho casily cultivated
to a degree more thon sufficient to, satisfy the utmost demands o?


