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mnurcter, but tlirough cliicanery and
favor hie escaped being huiig.

'Whcn sucli a man becomes thc
flttest mnan iii the country to see jus-
tice hnd judgment impartially'ad-
ininistered, it is surely time to in-
quire of the Watchman, Ci wliat of
the niglit?" Sodom and Gomorrahi,
for their times, certainly hand no
deeper stain on their escutchieon,
and we can sec withi ihat propriety
our Saviour, and the pro1>hets,%vvho
preceded him, say that those cities
should rise up in judgment against
'Us.

The decision of the six Upper
Canadian judges, in the case of Bur-
ley, is an example of thieir capacity
for their position. Burley %vas a
-refugce from the Southiern States,
ivho, while in their service, took
twcnty dollars of their enemies' pro.
perty. Under the Mosaie Iaw, ivhich
is a true one, because founded in
equity, our country is a city of re-
fuge, and any man pursued can dlaim
the right of trial. l3urley ivas
brouglit before our judges. flis
plea was that hce was actingo under
the instructions of his governmeut,
therefore a belligerent, and not indi-
-vidually amenable for the act. Our
judges decided that any mnan who
cannot deprive bis countries' enemy
of more than twcnty dollars in any
-military operation, is a brigand or
pirate, and liable to be tried therefor.
Thus, by their decision, layiîîg down
as a princîple of justice, that the
geater the injury the less the crime,

thereby igncriug the Divine law
ivhich lias established that stealing a
million of dollars is no more a viola-
tion of law than stealing a mustard
seed. Their theory, hiowevcr, is
practically the one that prevails, for
it is well known, that nt this day the
greater the criîninal, the greater the
~probabilities that hce will escape
justice. A~

Those judges aiso assertcd that

they hiad confidence thiat the pursuers.
to wliom they delivered flurley,
would give Ihlm a fair trial, and
therein ignpored the wisdomi of God'
in establishing cities of refugý,e, anl
proclaimcd thieir incapacity to fill
the judgcs seat Nvith credit to them-
selves, safety to the refugee, or te
the country. rfo the ever-abiding
credit of' the pursuers, and the ever-
lasting disgrace of our- judg-es, it was
found impossible to find twelve pur-
suers to agyrce that it would be wise
or just to ignore, as our judges did,
that lie was a belligerent, l'or the
simplest practical conumon sense led'
thenu to sec that as pursuers thry, in
the~ service of thieir country, wvould'
be liable, if they could not do more
than twenty dollars damage, to be-
*tried as brigands or piratès. Our
judges, therefore, deprived Burley of
justice, ignored the neutrality pro-
clamation of our Soverign, and estab-
lished a precedent that made us liable
to deliver up to either side ail refu-
gees that had been in the service of
either power, 'who had not donc
more than twenty dollars damage to.
the enemy; and finally, ignored the
Divine ]aw given to guide them ;
were, iii fact, wvrong, relying on
what they eaUl their books, instead!
of God's, as foretold by the proi.
phet.

If a case of justice so simple that
twelvc Anuerican petit jurors could:
understand better than six of the
Suprenie Judges of Upper Canada,
what are the prospects of justice or
equity in the almost countless coin-
plîcated suitsthat corne before themn
f'or settîcinent. As the prophet
Isaiah said of them, they scarcli
through their "1,books " (h) for the
precepts of men, that they may be
guided by their predecessors in blind-
iless, and hiave no fear towardl Uic
Lord to look to his book lu which
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