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thus Jost. Atan average yon will get morc.

out of nine cggs than thirteen. i
The writer does not consider four ov five a !

brood. Well, that depends on the time of |

N

year. Late or eaflyin the season, I never |
wish to see more than four birds with any i
hen, They cannotcover more at four weeks
old, and then they get lung disease and die |
Youn must hateh early it you wish to do any-,
thing at chicken shows, and the cold will not
hurt them it they have the mother to ran,
under, and at the commencement of tiwe year.
a hen cannst shelter properly morve than four
chicks. In May, June and July, it i< din
ferent, 29 they then do not require o nch
care,

Netwithetanding these  criticisms. T con-
sider the communicationavery valuable oie
10 many, and trust that no one will expose,
their ignerance of an important subject by
@ laugh or sneer. aslean covdly that uwny
birds [ bave raised owed their existenee to
my having extricated them from the shell
hut let the egys be fresh, mdwot them duily,
and they will be on' an the 215t day. betore
you are up,

F. C. HASRARD,

Houvpans.—.\ subseriber wishes to know |
whero he can obtain any Hondan fowls in
Canada.  We belteve that Mr. Varley, of the
13th Hussars, now stationed in Tovonto, bas
some jtaported birds of this variety yet to
dispose of. ;

Egas por Haremne.—We frequently have |
enquiriesas to where eggsofa purebiced may l
be procured.  We have pleasure in veferring
parties in quest of such articles to the adver-
tisements of Mr. T, Mel.ean, the Secretary of
the Poultry Association, and of Mr. Aerves.y
also a member of the same society.

Fowls exposed to dampness are apt to he
troubled with catarth. which will ran to
roup if net attended to.  Red pepper mixed
with oft feed. fed several times a week, will
remove the cold. Pulverized charcoal, given
occasionally. is a preventive of putrid aflec-
tiong, to which fowls are very subject.

s

Sl

Chickens hatched in the ¢arly spring.
where properly protected and teaded. ave
generally more vigorous and healthy, grow
more rapidly through the swnmer months,
and make lavger towls than those arviving in
later poitions of the breeding  scason
Ard, furthermore, pullets which come in the
carlyspring are o well matured that they
will commence laying in the ensuing fall
and lay through the winter, it they are duly
fed and protected.

GoLveN  Putasant.—=Mr.  Whitchead, of
Bradford, caquires,  where he can procure
a setting of' ~* golden pheasant ** eges, also a
setting of game of the blue kind.  We age
not quite sure whether our corvezponden
means golden pheasant fowls, golden piieas
sams, ot gold spangled Tamlawghs, which
sometitmes o Ly thatname. I either of the
former is meant, we mie notavare that thes
could be procuved in Canadi,  Thunbu;
could no donbt he supplicd hy My, Melaan
Howad, of Totonto. who vould ulso. probz-

by, furnich the game fonds,
, g

Entomology.

Ravages of a Grape Insect in New
York.

Thiat o man should desive 1o raise his own Q

Iabellus i landable and praiseworthy, and
[s0e no veason why such desive shonld evist
exelasivelvin the breasts of onr bueolic
friends.  The inhabitants of New York, asa;
general thing, elearly, ave of the <ame opi-
nion, as iz evidenced by the number of wrape
vines orpamenting the door<and tretlizavork i
of the houzes of our ¢itizens 1 not, of conyee,
in the benighted regions of Wall Street,
up wwn, say from 16t street northward, Al
feierd of mine, vesiding in 3ith Street,
showed e, in Mareh last, a very fine vine,
which he caleulated would produce him sun.

. dry pounds of very choice grapes: nnd in |

the pride o8 his heart, he invited me to = eall |
along.” accasionuly, and feast my eves on )
the gradual development of the incpient
bhunches,  Thinking that Augnust would  he
4 good month for my visit, I - called along,”

Cwondering inomy mind whether wmy triend 3

would, whei the time of ripe grapes came,
desive me to help myself out of his aban
danes. or whether he intended  to surprise
me with a littde basketful of nice bunches.
garnished with crisp green leaves,  The fies
glanee at the grape-vine hanished all doubts
on this point.  Theve was an abundance ot
banehes on the vine, in 2 rather miniature
condition. of conrse, hut ot foliage there was
not 2 irace.  OF course, I expresged my sur-
prise, though, for certain reasons, 1 felt none,
and asked my fiiend why he selected a spe-
cie3 of vine for shelter, ornament and use
which produced no foliage. Ile rebuked
my ignorance pretty sharply. and told me
that o few weeks before the vine was covered
with leaves ; but, for some inexplicable rea.
son, they had all disappeared—eaten, he
guessed. by something,  He guessed vight.
Theré were at least a hundred of the larvie of
Alypia octomaculala [ 1ave insectin Canada,
En.] the reav-guard of a mights host. wan.
dering about the branches, apparently for
the purpose of making sure thar no particie
of a leaf was left undevoured.  Pretty little
things they were, with harmoniously biended
colomrs of black. yellow and blae 3 hat so
terribly destructive.  Ihad the ensiasity to
walic through all the <iyveetz of the rest of
Third Avenue. as low as 23rd Sireet. and
every one was in the same predicament,  Jf
arape leaves, instead of iz leaves, had been
in request for making aprons, and oar Aly-
pia had been in existenss av the tioe, 1
doubt ifin the whole of the gavden of Eden
enough material wonld have heea found io
make a garment of desent size. The destrue.
tion of the crop for 1868 was complaete,
Thizwas hadz bud it was not half 30 had
as the hielpless ignorance which possessed
nearly all the unfortunate owners of vines.
Searcely one that I conversed with had the
vemotest igea of the cause of the disagtor;and

Teonvinced me that there is no use in trying

¢
{destraetion was confined to the castern pare

when I explained that it was the caterpillar
of a beantifal little black moth, with c¢ifht
whitizh yellow spots on its wings, which bad
caten up the folinge, my assertion was re-
ceived with snch o smile of incredulity as

to humbng such very sharp fellows asg ave the
New York grape-growers.

Iis a little rewavlkable, however, that the
~everal hariant vines

of the ¢i'y. T 5w

Ton the wostern side ¢ and across the river at

Hoboken, and Hadson City, not o trace of
the insvet was dissernible,
The inseer, then, is very lacal in its habits,

pu | dnditis & duy-tlier 5 and fiom these facts, ¥
ut

infer thut its ravages may be very materially
checked. .\ little poisoned molasses, ex-
posed i1 the neighbourhood of the vine,
would operate on the perfuct inseet, while a
goud <yrmnging with soft soup and water
would bring down the caterpillars effectn-
ally.  Ishould like some one to try these
remedies 5 and it theic gratitude for my good
advice shoddd be so eaaberant ag to require
an outlet. why,' I have no opjection to re-
aeiving & few buncles of their first ripe
Zrapes, if such a step would attord themany
reliet.— W V. dndrercs, in the American Nal-
wyalist.

Ravages of the Midge in 1868.

The following i3 the oflicial account of the
pavages of the wheatsnidge in this Province
during the past year, compiled from the
“Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture
and Artsof the Provinee ot OQutario, for the
year 1868, It is contained in the analysis of
crop veturns farnished by the Secretaries of
the various Electoral Division Agricultural
Societies.

Arsovi-=The midge has not made its ap-
pearance.

Brice, Sortu Rimxe.—First season of ap-
pearance of the midge. Damage supposed
20 per cent.

Breek. Nowrit Rimine.—Effects of midge
considerable.

BoriwenL—25 pev cent. damage by the
midge.

Braxt. Sornt Ripisé—Not much  damage
by the midge,

CoizwarL.—No mention of the midge.

Dinuas, East RionG—=From 5 (o 10 per
cent. damage by the midge.

Essex.—Damage by the midge 25
cent.

Eroiv, Exst tltoing.—Very little damage
done hy the widge,

per

FroxtiNac—Damage by the midge con-
siderable,

Hustines, Wese —Damage by the midge
trifling.,

Hasiives, Nourit.—No damage reported
by the midge.
the

Hastives,  Mosm——No utention of

midgn.



