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bE(:ame intolerable, and therefore they sought for
n:ﬁ.agreeable quarters. If anyone has a more
it lge.nt reason to give I would be glad to see
“*plained. Byt the most unintelligible part of
€ Whole magter is, why did they leave their
Queen behind ?  Who can tell ?

hree colonies having disappeared—not dead
g)ii:jd but twelve left to commence with in the
Soves of 1884. These mcrea.tsed to twenty-
ror ;1: Mostly by natural swarming, and gave me
ang t3~ of surplus, .mostly comb honey in one
Cigh WO pound sections, averaging about fifty-
Pounds per colony—Spring count.

i

I aﬁ?lSt fall, when preparing my bees for winter,
in :d one new feature to the usual top cover-
ngero cloth and chaﬁ”.. After putting the cloth
com the frames, I laid on four thicknesses of
MOn newspaper—I think a piece of building
E;ger would be better—and then put the chaff
Das: that ’The paper effectually prevents the
of b age of air, .and consequently any rapid escape
off ieat, Yet it absorbs the moisture, passes it
Wor:to the ch‘aff and thus it escapes. This' plan
Whil fid admirably —beyond my expectations;
ang € the paper next to the bees would feel dry
Som. Warm, the top of the chaff above would
rog:"‘mes be soaking wet, or crusted over with
“’idt}.l Tl?e entrance to hives was left open full
colo” being 8 inches by 4. All excepf one
°BY had their natural stores just as they had
TePareq them for themselves ; two or three that
*Cmed 4 Jjggle short 1 gave sugar syrup to make
Wintthe deﬁciency Thus prepared for their long
o CF repose, they took their last fly for 1884
" the 15th of Novemver. Cold weather then
~ame o8, and came to stay. After the middle of
SCember it was extremely cold. On Christmas
:::ning it was 30 degrees below zero. Me.an
- Perature for the month of December as in-
e"";irlted by my thermometer, carefully noted
temy mOl‘niI:xg, was seven above zero.  Mean
ZErOPETature m January, 1883, was seven below
Was | lowest point reached during this month
the 40 below zero.  The mean temperature for
belo ISt twenty-three days of February was ten
o °W zero.  Op the 24th of February it began
Moderate, () the 27th the bees had a good

Z after having been confined to their hives 104
'ntis‘ Much of which time the cold had been
of télse. _ Examination at this date foun.d most
M in good condition.  Five colonies had

€0 badly affected by diarrheea, and consider-
Sm(-:;:duce.d in numbers. Ong had ‘evidently
trang eéefl n the early part of the winter, en-
S“Wi:i eing Ck.)sed with ice. All but one of the
a‘Ppear'ng colonies had more or less brood.
“’interEd NOw as though the hardest of the
) Was over, and I removed the snow which

It!

I had shovelled up around the hivesin January,
But winter was not over; the 17th of March
came down nineteen below zero, and the wind
blew like ablizzard for about two days and nights.
From this to the 23rd the thermometer ranged
from ten to sixteen below zero, and I think that
my bees suffered more damage and loss during
those seven days, than they did all the previous
part of the winter. Two of those colonies which
had suffered from diarrhcea succumbed to the
cold winds and froze to death, two others have
since dwindled away until one has bacome ex-
tinct, the other having a valuable queen. I took
her and a few bees, put them into a card of
brood,placed them in a cage made of wire cloth—
after G. M. Doolittle’s plan for framing nuclei—
and hung them in a hive with a populous colony
to see what would be the result. My stock is
now reduced from twenty-seven to twenty-two.
1 hope to get through without further loss. Beeg
are bringing in natural pollen very lively the
past few days: thermometer up to seventy-six
on north side of house ; it seems quite summer
like.

By way of experiment, Iast fall, when I was
fixing my bees for winter | arrange:l one colony
with a five inch vacant space below the combs,
full size of hive, otherwise prépared same as the
rest.  This came through one of the best.

For another experiment 1 selected some combs
which contained no honey, no attention to pollen,
put them into a hive, with a light colony, re-
l moved all other combs, and then fed them for
I winter stores some early gathered honey, which
I suppose, was mostly the * so-called honey dew
it was so nauseating to the taste that it was un-
' fit for use in the house. Amongst its many

flavorings we could plainly distinguish the taste

of green willow. It was worthless for anything
I else, so I wanted to see if bees would live on that
‘ alone through the winter, and they did anq are
in prime condition now. The inside of hive and
comb are as clean to-day as they were last sum-
mer. Do not think that half a pint of dead bées
could be found in or around their hive since last
fall.

The 29th of last October I visited an apiary
where they were brimstoning some of their hees,
I secured a queen and about one-half pint of
‘bees, caged them on three two-pound sections,
placed them in the pantry adjoining our living
room, which was in constant use every day, tem.
perature kept from 50 to 70 degrees, very seldom
if ever went below fifty above zero on the coldest
nights. The queen and some of the bees lived
through, and they are now caged upon a comb of

brood, hung in a hive with another colony, The.y



