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.. ProMptly acquiesce in t.e decisibn, I
M 17 say that I have entered Pe liste as Mr.

F. Clarke's champion -he being totally enfit
kothOis wn on this question, and that I am
Paad to do battle in his behalf against all
sundry who may feel disposed to takle up

gainst him. There lies My glovef
. HOLDERNESs,

et US suppose this whole matter is
for just now at any rate. We

he space in the JOURNAL for other
seasoniable articles.

Ilen Iingie tu L. 9. Journal.
ÄÞt WORK AND OTHER MATTERS.

SaE bees are still in winter quarters, or
ought to be, in this climate. They are
wintered for the môst part in Canada in

c cellars and on the sumiber stands, nm*e
Protected. A few are buried and a fw

ed away in lofts, granaries, etc. A quarter'
etury ago when bee-culture was still in its

ld i stages In this country, and when the
box hive," as it is now calied, was the

rd hive in use, the bees were mostly win-
O utaide on their summer stands' withoutY extra protection. And 'they used to winter

th4 aough way very well, often coming through
iOrs of the severest Canadian winter in good

The question, bow this is to be ac-
Oated for iften asked. and the question is a

p ent~ one in view of the fact that we have at
tsuch difficulty in getting our bees suc-
y through the winter and spring with all
ncreased knowledgè and improved hives

apPliances. I think the seeming anomaly
tha explained on the following grounds: In

W5t'place the bees of those days in the old.
hives almost always had first-class

' winter, and abundance of it, as there was
rach' ing done then, and the honey gathered'
earlY summer and thoroughly ripened and

-over remained in the hive for winter food
asurplus taken fron them being fnostly from

À 'Otop after the bive had been well filled.
thb cause of the successful wintering oi
a bau by our forefathers wjth their limited

only ~~Knowledge may be found in the fact that
te strongest colones were allowed to face

t ai Of Winter-the weaker one being ail
tt p in the fall, i. e. " brimstonedt" and,

ubha" digging a hole, putting sulphur in it)
th . ,e the hive over it, and smother-,

'h14 e idustrious littie creatures to death,-and
rt I ug Possession of their stores, A still

causewould no doubt be the peculiar
un and arrangement of the combs by

the, becs, which, in" mauy caueîs.instead if run-
ning patale to each other as wene Mfe themt
to do by means ofuor movable framea, cbnvergd
from the inner walls of the hivetowards the
centre, thus materlally lavoring cqmpact cluster-
ing and faciity in reaching theiood in the cold
weather. A final factor fibthe problemt would;I
hink, be the natural protection aforded tbhme

by theorests, which have now mostly disap-
peared, leaving the bees which are outsidh with-
out artificial protection, exposed té the piercilg
winds of wintcr.

If thbse are the true causes of the phenomenal
success of old time wintering under *bat is
thought such adverse conditions, the apiatit of
ta-day may learn a lesson from each and'every
one of them, First, let hin put a little check on
the extractor, and lèave the bees pleuty of honey,
and of the best quality for wintér. Dodble up
all weak colonies, and try to cariyi non bit
strong ones through. Meet tie'requisites of
compact clustering and convenient food by
spreadinig the frames a half inch or sî in7the falI
ard giVing freedom and space to the becs above
the frames in winter. When wintered outaide,
protect ther by means ofsawdust or chaff paCk-
ing or otherwise. Under such advantagtouis
circumistances as sutiound the moderu aplanit,
he certainly ought to be able to carrySis bees
through the winter and spring more sucdessfully
than bis grandiather did.

The most important part of the woîk amon'
thé bees for April consists in looking after the
stores to see that they have plenty of food,
attending to the colonies that show signs of bee-
diarrhoa, and setting but of winter quarters. As
brooding bas now commenced, there will be an
inreased consumption of food, and thase short
of stores should be amply supplied. If there is
boney on band saved over in frames (as', there
ought to be) supply those in need with these. If
not, make a somewhat stiff cindy of extracted
boney and number one granulated sugar, and
place in cakes over the frames under the quilts
where the becs can reach it. The candy may be
Inade by warming the honey and mixing the
sugar,, leaving it for several hours in a warm'
place tili the honey and sugar get thoroughly
incorporated. It must o course be ot sp cou-
sistency that it will not melt in the degreef heat
under the quilt and aþoat the becs-say oo ta
80o Fah. -Colodies showing Signs of disease
and restless, ought now to b carried out 'to the
summer stands fo cleansin fiight. This ougbt
to be dons ona finei,'warm, calm àyioid they
tmii beo earied back té the elli' et' nit, pro-
Vided tei timé bas -bot dohè for laving then
ont. This brings as ta the question of
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