r

THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL. © = -

71

,ZZ.‘ not
w.m’

Pmmp(ly acquiesce jin - the- decmbn I
Say‘that I have entered ghe lists as Mr.
F. Clarke's. champion, he being totally anfit
 his.own on this. qQuestion; and that I'am
‘to,do battle in his behalf -against all
Sundry who may feel disposed to take up
aKilu'nst him. There lies my glove!
: J. HOLDBRNESS,

énd

" Let u

: s suppose this' whole matter is

semﬁd, for just now at any rate. We

,« r t € space in the -JournaL for other
e seasonable articles.

Alla
A N Pﬁngle in L. 8. Journal.

PR
RIL wogrk AND OTHER MATTERS.

'HE bees are still in winter quarters, or
_Ought to be, in this climate. They are
wintered for the mdst part in Canada in

O logg Cellars and on the sumther stands, maye
Protected. A few are ‘buried and a féw
bf?ed aWay in lofts, granaries, etc. A quarter
T'run“ tury ago when bee-culture was still jn its
Ve stages in this country, and when' the

Htang % hive,” as'it is now called, was the
Wa’d hive in use, the bees were mostly win-

“thig 5
Ny ition
m:‘ed for is often asked, and the questionis a
"1ent onie in view of the fact that we have at
M}: Such difficulty in gettiog our bees suc-
‘fbn iy through the winter ‘and spring with-all
ficreased knowledge and improved hives
“3bpliances,
"€xplained on the following grounds ' In

&!h "St-blace the bees of those: days in the ofd. -

“006 ed -hives almost always had first-class
Winter, and abundance of i it, as there was

ln
“ppﬂd.:l:z summer and thoroughly ripened and
“tlp T remained in the hive for winter food
Srplus taken from them being tmostly from

A,“;’: top after the hive had been well filled."

®F cause of the successfal wintering of

a by our forsfathers with their limited .

only. :"‘ h‘OWIedge may be found jn the fact that

"in the fall; i. & bt‘xmstoned
i‘ﬁh% s digging a hole, putting su}phur in n,
)w' t

F

8 possesston of their stores,

. Ouiside on their summer stands’ withont
ity Y ®xtra protection. And’ they used to winter.

anh way very wéll, often coming through
Hg0rs of the severest Canadian winter.in good :
The question, bow this is to be ‘ac-_

I think the seeming anomaly-

‘Tacling dene then, and the honey gathered

"l‘ongest colonies were allowed to face |
til ‘c °f winter—the weaker anes !mng aﬂ'

v setting the hive over it, and: smothier-
'M“stnous little creatures to death, and
A still .

would no doubt bé -the: ‘peculiar:
‘and arrangenmient of the combs by

the,bees. which, in’thany cases, “mstead bf .run-

ning paruallel to each other as-we now force them
to do by means of our movable frames, converged

from . the inner walls of the ‘hive:-towards the -

centre, thus materially favoring compact cluster-
‘ing and facihty in reaching the'food in the cold
weather. A final factor it the problem would,'I
think, be the nataral protection afforded them
by the forests, which have now mostly disap-
peared, leaving the bees which- are outside with-
out artificial protection, expoaed to tbo plerclﬂg

| winds of mmer
If these are the true ‘causes of the phenomenal -

success of old time wintering under what -is -

thought such adverse conditions, the apiatist of
‘to-day may learn a lesson’ from each and ‘every
otie of them, First, let him pat a little check on

the extractor, and léave the bees plenty of honey,:
Double up -

and of the best quality for wintér. Do ,
all weak colonies, and try to carfy! none but
strong ones through. Meet the ‘requisites of

compact clastering and convenient féod by °

spreadifig the frames a half inch or s in’the fall
' and giving freedom and space to the bess above
the frames in winter. . When wintered ontside,
_protect them by means of sawdust ot chaff pack-
ing or otherwise. ' Undér such advantageous

‘circumstances as sutround the modern apiarist, -

he certainly ought to be able to carry ‘his bees

through the winter and spring 't more sucdessfully

than his grandfather did.

The most importaat part of the work among
the bees for April consists in looking after the
‘stores to see that they have plenty of food,

attendmg to the colomes that show signs of bee--

diarrheea, and setting out of wintér quarters. As
'broodmg has now commenced there will be an

mcr,eased consnmphon of food, and those short,

of stores should be amply supphed 1f thére is
honey on band saved over in “frames {as there
ought to be) supply those in need with- these i

not, make a soméwhat stiff cgndy of ex(racted‘

honey and number one granulated sugar, ‘and
place in cakes over the frames under the Qquilts
where the bees can reach it. The candy may be
made by warming the honey and mixing the
sugar,, leaving it for several hours in a warm’
place tifl the honey and sugar get thoroughly

incorporated. It must of course be of su,ch con-'_ ’

sistency that it will not melt in the degree of héat
under the quilt and about thé bees—say 66° to

and restless; ought now to be carried out to the
sumimner stands for cleansmg flight,’ Tlna ought
o be done on,a fine, warm, “calm ddy, and they
‘must be earried back to the" cellar at mght pro-
vided'the time bas H5t ¢oind for leavx
out “This brings us'to thé éueslum of

| 80© Fah. - Célorlies showing ‘signs of disease -




