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do not keep hogs, sheep, cattle, horsés and poultry. All

* these scem necessary to use up the products of the furm and
to make the occupation safe and certain. The addition of
the apiary is just as important as the keeping of any of the
varieties of stock mentioned, and the farm is hardly com-
plete without it. " If the above is the truth-and T believe it is
—the question arises why is it that not one farmer in 20
keeps even one colony of bees to secure the honey allowed to
«o to wastr, from not having the bees to gather it? Is it not
just as bal to let this honcy seereted by the abundant flora
of the farn» go to waste, as it would be to allow a field of
pasture to thus waste for want of stock to consumeit? I
belicve it ~o to be, yet how eagerly we see the furmer gather.
ing every ear of grain, securing stock enough to consume
the wras from his pasture, and hushanding all the produets
recruing from the farm exeept the honey, which is allowed to
20 to wa-tc as fur as he is concerned.  Kach farmer might
keep bees cpauch at least to supp'y his own table with thiy
luseious sweet, but there are very tew who do it.  The ra-
son of all this neclect, in my opinion, is that farmers as a
class are ot willing to bestow upon the bees the time they
require ; henee a failure is almost certain,  These failures
beins knvwn in the neighborhood, others are deterred from
wakiog a trial.

How patiently we <ee the averaze farmer care for his stock.
feeding his cows three times a day for seven months out of
the year, and milking the same twice a day for nearly ten
mouths, getting little more for his butter and milk than he
could have got for the produce the cow consumed if it had
been disposed of in the shape of hay and grain sold or pasture
rented. But let this same person buy a swarm of bees
which is capable of giving as good as, if not greater returns
than a cow, if given the same care and attention, and ten
chances 10 one he will put it in some out of the-way place,
not go near it once a month, let it wo into winter quarters
with little or no prospeet of ity surviving, and then deelare
bee-keeping does not pay.  Others who have a little more
thought regarding them will partially attend to their waats
till the hurry of harvest comes on, and then, just when the
bees need the most care, ncglect them entirely, allowing
swarms to go to the woods and the bees to lie idle for want
of surplus receptacles in which to sture the honey which i«
being <cereted plentifully at the time.  But no matter how
much the hurry or hew great the pressure of business, the
hogs are fed. and the cows are milkcd, while the poor bees
are left to care for themselves T wich we might see a new
cra dawning among wur farmers regarding this branch of
rural industry, sceing it placed where it should be upon an
equal footing with any ether branch of furming.  To show
the possibilities of bee ke ping where as thoroughly conduet-
od as most farmers conduct the raising of arain, stock, ete.,
I will mention the case of Mrs- S, J. Axtell, Roseville, Ti..
who secured 39,000 pounds of honey the past season from
170 colonics of bees, which netted her upwards of 85,001 ;
that being an average of nearly 330 per colony. Where s
the dairy - 170 cows that will give that amount of clear pro
fit. Thet dear reader. if you have any desire toward bee-
keeping. resolve that you will give each colany as much earc
during the season as you duo each of your cows, and see if
my words do not prove true, that bee-keeping is one of the
most prafitable and fa~cinating of all the different branches of
farming.

Borodino, N. Y. G

M DooritTis.

BEE-HIVES.

Taose who have been the wost interested 1 the keeping
of bees have for years been trying to invent a hive that would

be equally well adapted to the cold of our winters and to the
heat of midsummers. T saw in the RunaL a short time avo
an article upon the subject of bee-hives, which was illustrated,
but the writer did not touch upon the question of a summer
and Winter home for the bees. Moany a winter hive has
been invented, but, as a general thing, apiarians have given
no thought to the comfort of the bees in the long, hot sum
mer doys, except by boring a few holes in the hive for vent:-
lation-

[ have always thought that the hot rays of the sun in
June, and August were unhealthy for the bees in the hive,
the heat blistering clear through the wood and makiag the
inner part of the hive so hot that the industrious little fellows
cannot work with any degree of comfort. Then, in addition to
the sun’s heat, there 1s the animal heat of the bees! What
a hot place must the interior of the hive be for so mach in.
dustry.

Now I am oppased to placing the hives in the shade. The
bees need the sunshine upon the outside, but not upon the
inside of the hive. They arc early risers. They are up.
dressed, have breakfast and are at work early when the mor
ning sun glistens upon the dew drops in front of their man-
sion. Ia the State of New-York the bee has no time to wait for
the sun to warm the damp air beneath the thick branches
of some moist, moss-covered apple tree. Therefore I put
my bees in what I choose to call my summer-and-winter hive
then set them out in God’s sunshine to enjoy themselves as
they work.

THE APIARY.
Several Inquiries Answered.

Ens. CoUNTRY UENTLEMAN—A mar writes to me that
late one season he fed some bees, in the open air, sixty o
seventy pounds of houey, but “ could not perceive that the
boxes had any more honey in them after the feeding, and
2annot imagine whither the honey went.” He asks what [ can
say about it In reply I will say that if' there were many co
lonies in the yard. the amount carried into 2 single hive would
be very small; and, as it was late in the season, a large share
of it was probably stored in the brood combs.

Another correspondent asks as to best size of hive for bees
to work in. If he has reference to the size necessary for «
brood nest. I should say that 12 by 12 hy 14 inches 1s large
enourh  The onc I use is a trifle smaller, being 111 by 10
by 18]} inches, and I would sooner have it smaller than larger
If he has refcrence to the surplus apartment, I would say
that its size should be varied with the scason. When the
honey harvest first opens it should be smaller , as the seasou
advances and the colony becomes more populous, its capacity
should be increased, and as the season draws to a close, 1t
should be contracted.

Another arks why bees do not work so readily in scetions
placed on the side of the hive as when ploced on top. The
shape of the frame used has much to do with this. With sha!
low frames the bees more readily store their honey above
while with tall frames they would probably commence work
sooner in boxes placed at the side of the brood nest.  To an
other inguirer 1 will say that basswood, white clover and
buckwheat are the principal kinds of honey obtained in this
vicinitv, The gacatest amount is secured from basswood, and
the lea<t from buckwheat. Its consistency when gathered de
pends upon the scason.

Another asks how many colonics 1 have, where I winter
them, and if out-of-doors, if I give them any protection 1
commenced the winter with eighty.five colonies. Fifty seven
coionics were buried in a “ clamp,” thirteen were put into the



