" NORTHERN MESSENGER.

.-,‘_.TTwenty- years. ago  Thoinas “Scott, - of

*-{t- Pennsylvania, one of the shrewdest-of rail-
-way men, spent. a few days in a country |

village.  An- active, . bright-faced boy in
. the house where he boarded attracted his
‘notice. He asked the school-master what
~was the capacity of thelad. - -~
“*Heis dull,” was the reply. - Thick-
"headed’ and  incapable, thougl willing
enough tolearn. .. Hisfather wishes tomake

a chemist of him, but he cannot masterthe |

first principles of the science,” :

Mzr. Scott, watching the lad, observed
that in the affuirsof dailylife his judgment
was_clear and just, B
and his observation
keen, He showed, -
too, a-singular faculty
for -managing his o
school-fellows.- T he . S
boy's parents were in- S
duced to take him from
school, and Mr. Scott
gave him ‘work in the .
yard of a railway.

“Now, he said,
‘“you have no -longer
to deal with books,
but with things and
men. Makeyour own
way. I believe jyou
can doit.” -

It was the first time
the boy had been told
that he was not wholly
adolt. He proved to
be energetic, intelli-
gent, and enthusiastic
in his work. There
was a certain firmuess
and cordiality in his
manner which gave,
him control over lis
associates. He was -
soon sent out upon
the road in charge of &
gang of men. A few -
years later, when-Mr.
Scott came that wuy
again, the young man [¢
_was superintendent of: g
a division. He after-
ward rose steadily to
the front rank in his
profession.

A boy is too apt to
be influenced in the
_choice of his life-work
by some accident or
petty motive. .His
father and grandfather
have been successful
physicians, or manu-
facturers, or butchers,
and -it ‘seems natural
and right for him to
follow in their foot-
steps.  Or hisintimate
friend «t college is
aoing to study law, and
he must do the same.

Sometimes a pious
father and mother
cherish a fond hope
that the boy will de-
vote his life to preach-
ing the gospel, and,
rather than disappoint
them he does it, with
1o fitness nor real zeul
for the work.

In each case thelad’s
life is a failure, for the
wanp of a little deliber-
ation and a careful ex-
amination of his natu- .
ral abilities. .

Among our readers
of this paper thero
-arve tens of thousands
of boys who must soon
make choice of their
profession or trade,one
of the most moment-
ous earthly questions
before them. -

Don’t be in a hurry, boys. Do not let
an accident decide foryou. Do not choose
an occupation because itis more ¢ gentecl”
than, others, It is the man who gives

which will be set

character and dignity to his occupation, as

to his clothes. .

.Do not think, because you were rated
dull at school,. that there is no honorable
place for you in the world. There are

talents and powers which do not deal with

"1 " CHOOSING A PROFESSION. |

books. * God sends no man into the world
without providing an occupation for him
in which e may earn respect.  You have
yours. L, L
But take care that tle work is that for
which the. tool is fitbed. The mere fact
that the work seems pleasant and attractive
to you does not prove that it is fitted to.
your faculties. You may Dbe ambitious,
but you cannot climb a ladder without feet
and hands. o e )

Learn the strength of your feet and
hands, find the rightladder, and thei trust
only in God and to yourself to make your
way up it.—Youth’'s Companion.
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A MODERN HEROINE.

Every one knows of the noble and tragic
death of Hetty Ogle, but few have watched
tho consistent and well-ordered course of
her life. '

Hetty Barl was born in the beautiful
mountain village of Somerset, " Pennsyl-
vania, and there she grew to boa cheerful,
helpful, happy, pleasant-faced young wo-
mar, :

Her father was for many years Recordor
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“DON'T WAN'i‘ TO GO TO BED, NURSEY.”

of the courts here. Ho died apoor man.

There were few oducational advantages in

Somerset, and though Hetty had a strong,
well-balanced mind, it had little school
training. After her father’s death sho mar-
ried Charles Ogle,a younger member of the
famnily so distinguished in Pennsylvania
politics, He was one of the first to.enlist
aga soldier in the eivil war, and was killed
in;the Wilderness at the battle of Gaines
Mill. Hisbody was neverrecovered. Mrs,
Ogle was left with three little children to
support and she went to work calmly and
bravely to do it,  The telegraph office in

1 Somerset was in a. room alse occupied as a
& 0 .

store, and where the rough men of the
town congregated to gossip and quarrel ;but
she undertook to learn that business, and
she did it thoroughly, never gotting =»
disrespectful word from any one, the hard-
est parb of her task being that she left her
babies at home to talkecare of each otheras
best they could.  She soon becauie wonder-
fully proficient, and wag given &n oflice of
her own in Somerset.  From that she gain-
ed tho confidence of the telegraph company
so entirely that at the time of her death

she had “charge of three -telegraph Jines in.
Johmstown.” Her two boys grew to be fine
fellows, shaped by her strong will and good.
example. .- Her daughter was always frail
in-health, and was only kept alive by the
tendervcare of her mother.. Their home
was tlie most perfectly ordered  that can
be imagined. ' It- was seldom invaded by a
servant, but was kept exquisitely neat by
the skilful and deft hands of the mistress.

Everything that came upon her table was
of the daintiest, and she shaved what she

had with vich and poor. ITer friends al-

‘ways said Hetty's coffee-pot wasinexhausti-

ble. She taught scores of boys and girls

telegraphy fornothing,

and helped them to

findsituations. Atthe
time of her death two

young girls were gra-
tuitously sharing her
home and earning good
wages in telegraph of-

fices from the benefitof
herinstruction. They
died with their bene-

factress. - She even
foundtime todobeauti-

ful faney-work with her
.wonderful quick fin-
gers,  She was one of
the sort of whom peo-
ple say, *“*Howdoes she
{ind time to accomplish
all that she does ?”

She was a member of
the Christian Church.
Her religion was cer-
tainly most practical.
She embodied the gold-
en rule.

She had ab one time
to endure a terrible
surgical operation.
After it was over, and
she was just regaining
consciousness, she saw
her son, to whom she

B Dhad  taught  telegra-
WES| phy, standing by her
Sy side. He saw her fin-
gers move, although
X she could mnot speak,
W and he understood that
she was telegraphing
on the bed-spread, * It
isover ; I am safe,” to
a distant and anxious
friend. She was en-
tively unselfish during
every conscious mo-
==+ ment of her useful life.

NN While this illness was

\ progressing, the tele-
graphs company to
whom she was so faith-

ful a servant senbt a

man, at their own ex-
pense, to take her place
in theiroffices. Allthe

mill whistlesin the re-

gion were hushed by a

positive order from the
* owners while she was
in a critical condition,
and bulletins were
regularly issued to the
anxious town, where
she commanded gen-
cral love and respect.

The company which
she served had just re-
paired and put in per-
fect order the house
which she occupied,
and the world never
looked- brighter nor
fairer to Hetty Ogle,
than upon the morning
of the day that shegave
up her life in the eflort
to save her fellow-crea-
tures. .

Not a trace of her
drowned, burned,
maimed, seattered body has been discov-
cred by agonized searchers, but we, who

believe in the reward of the faithful ser-
vant, are confident that Hetty Ogle has
leard from the Master, * Well done ; enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.”—D>Mary
Black C'layto;» in Harper's Bazar.
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Harry Axp Misenanie.—We need little
less than infinity to make us happy, and
little more than nothing to make us miser-
ablo.—Jean Pawl Richiter.




