THE CATHOLIC.

that he safd to them: Go, writefor allnations what
I command you to believe and practice, and let
hem always have in their hands and under their
eyes, the mostexact detml of their faith dravwn out
hy your pen.  We behold tl.e apostles and the dis-
~iples, after having received the Holy Spurit, tra-
¢rsing the whole of Judea, announcing to their
~ountrymen the kingdom of God: cvery thing is
Jone hy exhortarions, by instvuctions and by pray-
ors.  If they had intended 1o give to the world,
and to leave aficr them a complete code of reveal-
od laws, it would secem natural that they should
nave drawn out thig code, before their separation.
Let us observe them therefore at the moment,
*vhen, dividing the world among them to accclerate
ts conquest, they are on the point of leaving Jeru-
sulem and Judea,and of proceeding, cach his way,
20 their particular destination.  T'hey separate,
+nd earry with them no writing, no body of doc-
rrine drawn up by common agreement.  They all,
however, carry the same gospel, but in theirminds
and hearts ; they traverse cities, provinces, hing-
doms, and do not present themselves to the nations
with the sacred books ir their hands; they preach
from their jnspired mouths the evangelical doc-
trine, butnever produce it in writing. . To see
themand follow them, they scem not even to think
«f any means of instructing men by the eyes—
They are totally occupicd with preaching and not
with writing : with engraving the word, not upon
“he lips, but on the souls of men, Many years had
already passed, and no work had as yet appeared
:rom their pen.®*  ¥ou will remark that out of
twelve apastles, two only have left usa gospel, and
«ven St. John™at a very advanced age, at Ephe-
sug, under the' Emperor Nerva, in the year 96. If
vou examine the occasions which induced them to
write, you will find that particular and local cir-
sumstances have given birth to these writings, as
well as to all those that compose the New Testa-
tament. We owethe gospel of St. Mark to the
fervour and ecagerness of the Christians at Rome,
Eusebius tells upon the testimony of Clement of|
Alexandria, that ¢t the Yearers of St. Peter be-
sought Mark, bis disciples, to put in writing the
doctrine of the Saviour. He did so ; and Peter, in-
+pired from aboye, examined this work, approved
of it, confirmed it with bis authority, and ordered
that it should be read in the Churches.”  St. Luke
commences by informing us of the motive that in-
duced hiim to write. Ignorant and rude men, hur-
ricdon by a blind and culpable zeal had aitempted
of their 0wn heads to relate the words & the actiens
of our Saviour: their writings were spreadingfamong
the christians under the false tiles ofthe gosplesac-
cordinf,; to Peter, Thomas, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthias, the twelve apostles, &c. It was of con-
Sequence that theso miserable rhapsodies, should be
put down. St. Paul exhorted his disciples to pub-
lish an exact narrative, and Luke execuled it under
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the ey¢ of hismaster, in Achaia and Beotia, ac-|l
cording to St. Jerome, in the year 58, <he second
of Neru.  Ae for St. John, it was to refute the he-
resies at Corinth and the Ebiemtes thot, taking bis
lofty flight beyond the bounds of tire, he shews as
Jesus Christ in the bosorn of the divinity, the Son
of God, God himself, and then re-descends with
him upon carth, to relate to us bis incarnation, his
life and mivistry ameng men.

Tho epistles, for the most part, aro cither an-
swers to consultations, or instructions to churches
speciaily mentioned, or even to individuals. Called
forth by local circumstances, but always dictated
by the holy spirit, they appear successively at
different epochs, at distant periods of time : adap-
fed to the circumstances of the place, of the per-
sons and sometimes of the moment, they treatupon
particular and relative subjects, although at the

same time they contain advice, lessons and pre-
cepts thatare applicable to christians in gencral,
But this dves not authorize us to announce or sup-
puse in the sacred writer, much less in the college
of tha.apostles, a settled resolution, a premeditated
design of drawing out for us a complete body
of doctrine. It is true that all- these
writings were received with a singular avidi;
ty by the faithful to whom they were addressed ;
true also that they were communicated one after
unother witli'a holy eagerness, avd that, from the
day on which they were first known to the moment
¥ am addressing you, they havo been read in all re-
ligious assemblies, inall the Churches of the world,
and that this will be done perpetually to the end of
time, Itistruc, thatinthem the doctrine of the
apostles was recognised, their wword fasted, their
preaching discovered, and that though absent, they
were still considered asheard. It is true tkat the
first christians must have admired the fagreement
and resemblance of what they read with what they
had heard. Yet nevertheless they could not but
remark that all that they ad heard was not there 3
they could not therefore, in receiving these works
as the sacred deposit of the givine word, regard
them as the sole and only deposit of this word, In
fact, did the apostles ever signify, that for belief
and practice, we must confine cursclves fo what
they were writing ! Did they ever signify, that
they had entrusted to writing all that they had
preached, by word of mouth, or even all that
was necessary forsalvation? There isnot an ex-
pression of the kind in thewhole of the New Testa-
tament. It comes from your reformers, who bave
drawn it from their brain or borrow2d it from the
ancient heresies, but not from the Holy Scripture,
whafever protestation they all may perpelually be
making that they teach nothing but what is there.
Liet them shew you then this principle, since they ;
admit-and wish you to admit it ; let them shew it
you id The dacred volume. But how should they
do it, when the contrary principle is found therein
confained in so miany words. For you have scen
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positively diéf;'ziguishiﬁg bétween his verbal & epis -
tolary u’nslrucﬁonszand. prescribing that both the
one andithe other miste oqually observed.  Up
to the timesof your forefathers in 1562, this order
liad been obsgfvedin England as well as upon the
Contincait, unfit the: day when the Reformation
shewod its head. At this epoch, so fatal to your
country and my owngthe precept of St. Paul was
solemly transgresged for the first time, and for the
firstlime it wassaid: Inavhat pertains to salva-
ltion, there is nothing but what is written. But the
first Christtans who passed many years without the
| Scriptures, who recewed them successively one af-
ter another, and waited for the-Gospel of St. John
till the year 96 : but these barbarous and yet most
 religious poople who had not even then any Scrip-
itm‘c when St. Irenicus wrote of them towards the
-end of the second age, they would not bave known
cither what thoy ought to believe, or what they
ought to practice ; they would have been without
sresource for salvation—they who laboured for it to
jan extent and with an epergy of faith to which we
,shall never attain! The Reformation must hLere
\ maintain at Jeast that the means which they then
.possessed of knowing thelaw, and which sufficed
i for them, became absolutely useless assoon as hea-
,ven chose to add a second, and that the word re-
;duced fo legible characters stripped the word that
,was not so, of the merit and valye it had hitherto
"enjo:vcd in the Christian world. . Y have been prov-
'ingto,you, Sir, that this notion isno ways inac-
cordance with the conduct and doctrine of the a-
postles ; you sha.l now see that it accords no befter
‘with the conduct & doctrine of their successors, &
that antiquity wasnever acquainted with any such
}opinion.

2ndly, I will suppose that the reformed Church
has 10 proncunce upon a question of faith, How
,is it 10 set about approving or conuemning the
,doctrine submitted to its deaision? It knows no-
llhing but the Scripturet all that relates to satvat-
ion is to be found there; nothing can be required
,that is not read theren.tull, or that caunot be
ydrawn from stby a sound and lawful mference.
It would not and could not therefore have any thing
'but the Scriptures to consult.  But this was not
the way of proceeding that antiquity followed. It
examined notonly the Scriptures, but also what.
was believed and taught by the Clurches, above
all by thie apostolic Churches, and what the wmost
icelebrated Fathers had sigoified. in their works;
lits examination was directed Dboth to the holy
{Scripture and the doctrine of Tradition, 1o the
written and unwritten word of God. We will, i
you please, produce an example, the most ilivs
' trious 1 be found, aud which will dispense witiz
!our accuinulating herea multitude of fagts. The
great council of Nice had to pronounce upon Arius,
who waspretending to justify his doctrine by Senp-
turc. 'We learn from the historians of the time, in
what manner it proceeded ip its examination: ¢ The
bishopsv—opyposed 10 the false subtiltics of the Ar.
ians the gicat truths of ocripwre, and the angient
beliefof the Church, fremn'the aposties il then.—

had given by word of mouth; you have heard ~him!
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