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INDEX FOR 1908.

Special care has been taken with the index of the
Canadian Engineer for 1908. It has been ‘cross-indexed,
and many of the articles are classed under four heads.
This index should make a valuable addition to bound
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volumes of the Engineer for 19o8. It will be ready about
January 6th 1909, and will only be sent to those applying
for a copy.
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CANADIAN SOCIETY OF:-CIVIL ENGINEERS.

On January 28th, 29th and 3oth the Canadian
Society of Civil Engineers will meet in Toronto. Mr.
Henry Holgate says:—

““The Society is national in its character, and must
set itself as a body against any local feeling or prejudice
which may exist.

““Attending the meeting in Toronto will promote
harmony; without a good understanding amongst its
members  the Society will not be as forceful as it
should be.

‘‘Harmony, co-operation success.”’

Mr. J. G. G. Kerry’s reply next week.

—

ENGINEERS’ CLUB, TORONTO.

The Engineers’ Club, Toronto, are to be congratu-
lated on the success of their annual gathering, and upon
the large part this club has played in the life of the
engineers resident in Toronto during 19o8. It is not an
easy matter for an executive to arrange all the meetings
so that they will appeal to all the members, but they
have shown excellent, judgment in securing speakers who
were specialists in their own field and could speak au-
thoritatively. The variety in subjects treated was large,
yet in every discussion the good of the engineering pro-
fession was always kept in mind. The political and
sociological side of public questions was left to other
organizations. e '

It is true that more than once the addresses given
caused some mild excitement outside of the engineering
profession, but this was not because the members of the
Club attempted to interfere in foreign affairs, but because
they discussed earnestly and freely the engineering side
of the problems that affect the community. That is its
field, and an organization which covers well and care-
fully its own field will soon come to its own.

That the Engineers’ Club is coming to its own is
manifest. From a membership of twenty in 18go it has
grown, until to-day its list includes some three hundred
engineers. Of these, over seventy were added during
1908. Toronto is becoming a greater centre for en-
gineers—this club must. meet new demands. It is not
well to be too visionary, but more faith in the future of
this club would bring greater results.
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AMERICAN BRIDGE DESIGN.

The failure of the Quebec Bridge has done a great
deal to awaken a serious study of the methods of Ameri-
can bridge design and American bridge erection. De-
signed by a leading engineer and undertaken by one of
the best bridge construction companies; we had a right
to expect that it would represent the best design and the
most - ingenious methods. The failure of this exception-
ally large structure forced -home the conviction that too
much had been taken-for granted, that some of our




