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iiWiCh to be devoted to God. lIs whole revenue then, from whatever quarter it
My Corne, whether fromn the ijudividual, the society, the muriicipality, the State,

and bv whatever naine it may be called, should only be free-will offerings or
els' ut of which as its almonry distribution, should be made te every mnan

acc5ording as lie had need." The Church is not justified in receiviug anything
thaýt isfot alms, or offeringste Gocd. Receipt of mnee for value received, after
the inariner of the world, is abhorrent to the genius of the Gospel. The Master's
lnjnrlCctQfl to his servants is, Ilfreely ye have receivcd, freely give."' Alrns, it
Will furtiier be observed, wcre always given te the Church, in those days,
through its recognised representatives, w'ho were the Aposties in the case of
those who sold their lands, and madle offering of tlie prices obtained ; and in
the Ce of the Churches in Asia, mentionel in Acts xii, were the Eders, to
whom, these were given"I by the. bands of Barnabas and Saul." We do not
'aY that the rnoney was given either to the Aposties or Eiders for their own
absohute disposai, sucli was not the n-ature of these gif'ts, but they were preseut-
cd to thern as the official organs of the Church for the use of the Chiureh.
Ju't as i11 these days when offerings of any kind are muade to a Churcli,
they are sent either to the pastor or to tlue other office-bearers, as the officiai
rel>resentatives of the Churcu, se it was iwr the davs of the Aposties, and it will
lie diffleuit, nay, impossible, we believe, te show tlîat it should. be otherwvise iiow.

TFhe Deacons then wvere charcd by flue Aposties with the Ildaily ministra-
tn,' of the Church's alms, in other words they were 'lto serve tables," even

thue fImoney tables of the Churcli. The offerings put into the Apostles hands
were, ut would appear, entrusted te the Deacons to aduujuister thiein not enly
tO ljdows, on whose behaif the, complaint was made, but aiso te the general
Poor, and te every nwn Ilaccordinr as lie liad need." The inference fi-cm the
Words of the text leads us, thereFore, te comprehiend within the- scope of the
I)eacoi' 5 work, the distribution of alms. neot ouiy te the general poor, but aise to

everY nuan according as lie had need." Among t1hose who hiad need we must
'1i0lude persons who"I laboured in word and doctrine, " and gave theiselves te the
Gospel ministry ; and as a matter of course, we must i iclude Aposties, Teacheis,
and Evaingelists. These were especially Christ's Ilpoor ene's," having left ail te
follew fini and to be His servants, they had a just claim. on the ahinoury of
the Churelh, and te live by that Gospel which they devoted tbeir lives te preacli
arid to propagyate. The ministry are, therefore, aniong the numnher of the poor
of the Church ; too often they are painfully se, but i'eally, in regard te support,

t'YOccupy scripturally ne oiier position. Tluey have a claimn, it is true, te a
dleeent nuaintenance," but have ne autbority te inake cornpulsery assessment

for Ibis put-pose, ner is it riglit for ttuem te cotintenance any subir w'ay of fill-
îflg the treasury of the Chiurchi. Taking the I»ible as Our guide it w'ould
appear that, Ilaceording, as every man lias need" ministers aie te receive support
,reim the alrns of the faittiful, mîiniqte)red te them by the I)eacons, wlue, after the
APestolical model, are appointed and ordained te serve the "ýtables" of tlic Church.
T£h8 Deacon's work is, therefore, it would appear, te adîîîinister the property
gel t>) the Church, according te the appointment of the C/rre, and for tlue
Ptir'poses for wlîich sucli property bas been specialiy devoted. Cao any other
cOflelusien than this be (irawn frein thre Word cf God ? Is any other view of the
C'institutionl of the Presbvterian Chutrch tenable thian this 1f With just view's otf
the Cluurch as thre IlComîmunion of the Saints," and just conceptions cf flhe
Work which the Chureli i s ap poinited te (Io in tlic world for God, we cannet
Collceive how any man can imagine that any other office or agency ia that

'fteDeaconship is in ordiiiary circumnstanues lawful in the Church for the
admnistration of its property, or necestsary te coiUplte ils organization.


