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]3irst, we caul your attention to th(
building itmelf. In building, grea, ia
portance is attacheci to the founda
tion. The wise builder la most care-

fui just here, he digs until lie findsi' the hard ground or solid rock. Ma-
sonry laya broad and deep the foun-
dations of character in piety. The
initiate must avow lis faith in theSupreme God ere lie can enter lierportais. The Holy Bible lies open
upon lier alts r, And solemn prayer
is acknowledged lto be man's chief

source of lielp.
Hoe is the Great Architeet of the

Universe, who existed before it, plan-
ned it in infinite wisdlom, and con-
structed it by omnipotent power.
11e is the Grand Geometrician, work-
ing ail thing. after the counsel of bis
own will--excludiDg alike the blind
chance or iron fate of the Ancients,
the medhanicai force or mere ten-
dency of modern science. H1e is the
Most Hlgli-over al, guiding ail, and
working in ail for the accomplisîment
of bis own sublime purpeses.

The letters by which we apeli out
the ineffable Name signifiy littie, "A
rose by any other name wouid smell
as sweet." Home by any other ap-
pellation wouid be as full of endear-
ment. But the idea of God is the
basis of our morality. When the
Grand Orient of France, with profane
hand, removed this ancien t landxnark,
an irLdgnant protest wenb Up from
the wliole Masonie world, sliewing
that our faitli in God is a profound
conviction.

Secondly, liaving laid tlie founda-
tion thus securely, next in importance
la the waiks. The builder seeks
materials for the structure, strong,
enduriug and beautiful, that whldli
will prove moat effectuai againat time
and storm, and attractive to the eye.
And in the building of character Ma-
sonry looks ohiefiy to integrity. Up-
rightness is set forth in lier attitudes,
symbols and signs. Little importance
is attadhed to Qpinions, they change
with the growth of enliglitenment.

Beliefs saèred in one age become the
*execration of another. Mere feeling
* l not taken into account, it varies,
*takea its complexion from the circum-
stances of life, the state of the heaith
an aueven the conditions of the atmos-
phere. Integrity, on the contrary,
strengythens with years. The flesh
may fail, opinioLs change, and feel-
ings die, but bonesty of seul renews
its youth like the eagle, and plumes
ita wings for liigher fliglit. This tru-
ly Masonie virtuu is tlie best security
of life. fI shields our interesta,
guards our good name, and throws ita.
ipretecting arms around the sanctuary
of liome-more effecûtuai than law,
force, or even public opinion, ia the
golden rule written in the lieart! Ia
it net £.lao the most attractive? You
rememoer the familiar aphorism, " Ana
honest man is the noblest work of
God!" Kant, the great German,
said, "The two grandest objecta in
nature, coming within the range of
our observation, are the starry heav-
ens without and the law of duty with-
lun." And a greater than lie said,
"Ail things whataoever ye would that
men should do unto yen, do ye even
se unto them, for this is the law ana
the prophets."
fThirdly, having laid the foundati *n

iln piety, and reareil the walls in îlu.
tegrity, Masonry covera the stmucture
with the dome of benevolence. This
la the crrnwning virtue. Man is view.
ed as dopendent in himself. Through
the ficklenss of fortune he mav at
any time become poor anJ loenniless.

iand h lil tlion a lawfut claixuant upon
lis more favered Brethren. As every
atum of matter, wliether At lies im-
bedleJ. in the solid rock, la tossed up-

ion the wave top, or floata in the at-
mosphere, is connecte&l with every
other atem, so every man, whether lu
weal or woe, la indissolubly joinedt
with bis felle -i men. Or like the
iembera of the body, sudh ia the
sympathy between them, that if.- one
sufiers, the othera suifer with it.
AnJ, therefore, Masonry recoguizes
the obligation te "1rejeice with theni


