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OnIy two other instances prior to
1885 are on record, where Grand
Lodge oonferred tho honorary ;znk
'of Past Grand Mogter, the first being
in 1860, when M. W. Bro. Thos. D.
Hlarrington was elected Grand Maste,
thre rank of Paat Grand Master was
conferred upon B.W. Bro. A. Bernard,
IPast Deputy- Grand Maister of Grand
Lodge; and the second being lu 1874,
when that raark was conferred upon
Deputy-Grand Master ThomaeWhite,
upon his departure frorn.the Province
of Ontario, by which tire Grand
Lodge was deprived of thé privilege
to elect bum Grand Master.

Brethren, when I refleot upon the
faot th.rt Grand Lodge bas placed me
iu thre same rank with these eminent,
illustrions and worthy brethren, I
can, at least in some mfeasure, esti-
mrate the great value of that exçated
position, thougir language la not at
zny commxnad to express lu words my
deep sense of gratitude.

You have also been pleased te men-
tion the year 1864, as that in wblch
I became - member of the Board of
General Purpeses. No one could
have been more surprised than my-
self, wben Grand Master Simpson
announced. that he bad appointe me
to that honorable and responsible
position. However, i accepte the
appointment, and endeavored to per-
forni my share of the numerous and
inportant duties of that Board; and
after tIat firet appointment, I have
enjoyed the exceptional bonor of hav-
ing been elected by Grand Lcdge a
inember of that Board up to the
present tume.

You are so kind, te say that I have
often taken more than a due propor.
Lion of the labors of that Board. To
tbis I leg to, reply, that whatever
labor i may have perforoied during
tire pasi twenty-one years, while a
3nember cf that Board, I feel ion-
vluced that I have nevqX done more,
and ofien leas than the duty impose
upon me, anrd upon every ruler in thre
craft, ana more especially upon every
inember of the Board of General

Purposes, upon which reste the great-
er share of. -the responsibillty of, the,
effectuai working of Grand Lodge
affaire.

You are pleasea to eimpliaize
especially my labors no the Chairmian
of the Committee on Denevolence.
but, brethren, while in a mea'sure
identified with car present system of
benevolence, I have neyer lookei1
upon the labors conneoted therewith,
as labor in the ordinary sense of the
terni; for whatever I have do,:ae in
establishing an,- working. that sys-
tem, bas been to me a work of love
and of pleasure, neyer a burthen.
And, brethren, if I look upon thre
numerous prools received by letter
and otherwifie, of the appreoiations of
Grand Lodge aid, izn ministering to
the relief of want ana sorrow,, , M
comforting the mourners, in oarryng
good tidinga to the habitations. of'
poor brethren in the sere and yello'v
leaf of old age, of sorrowing widows
and of orphans, left destitute by the
untimely death of the bread-,winner,
the father; then, brethren, 1 feel
ample compensation for ail thre littie
I have doua iu bringing about those
happy resuits. I3rethren, that ie a
satisfaction-a pleasure and a grati-
fication-whioh eau only be feit i4~ its
funt force and importance, but caunot
adequately be desoribed, by me MW~
words.

And if my compilations of thre
resolutions of Grand Lodge, and,
rulirigs clf Grand Masters, bas, as
yen assura me, proved of service to
the oraft in this jurisdiction, my aim
has been fnlly accomplished. In like
manner do 1 feel fully componsated
for ail I have doue in perfeoting our
lUtual, ana. in revising the Constitu-
tion, by your assurance that thre
brethien appreciate that work. AI
thia bas also been to me a work of
love ana cf pleasure, and I have my-
self largely increasedl my Maaonie
knowledge by those compilations.

To you, my dearbrethren cf e uton
Lodge,* I tender my sincere theigke,
for ha.ving permitted this presenta-


