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Prevalence of Peach'Yellows and Little Peach
Decreasing

L. Caesar, Provincial Entomologist, Guelph, Ont.

IAM very pleased to bx> able to reportthat therc is a continuous rapid de-
crease in the number of trees that

have to bc destroycd ecd year for Ycl-
1owvs and Little Pcach. In 1911 between
ffty and sixty thousand trees wvcrc de-
stroycd; in i9i2, bctween twventy and
îtventy-five thousand, and in 1912, be-
rwccn rie aiîd six thousand, a dccrcaise
in two ycars of froni fifty to sixty thou-
sand to about six ulîousand. This %vill be
gYood news to pe.ach growvers and it gives
us Uai ope for a stili further reduction.
MVc asic tie growcrs flot 10 growv too con-
fident, but rccognizing that the work is
progrcssing well, to give us their hcarty,
intelligent support year after year that we
niay, if possible, extcrminatc these di-
seases. We should flot forget that it is
very probable that the last twvo seaisons
have flot been at ail favorable for the de-
velopment and sprcad of these diseases.
If to, wce are glad that -wc have becn able
10 take advantagc of naturc's aid and so
reduce the danger of rapid sprend in fu-
ture seasons more favorable for the
disease.

Mr. Biggar, the provincial inspector,
and myqeif, are wvell pleased vith the
work in every township but twvo, Grant-
ham and Niagara. The disease is onl.y
modcrately common in1 these townships,
but the tcrritory is too great for any one
man to cover satisfzctorily no0 matter how
expericnccd lie miay be; the inspector,
ho,.vcvcr, in cach of these cases wvas an
inexpericnced man. There should be twvn
of the very bcst nmen that can be secured
appointed in each of these townships, at
lcast for Yeilows and Little Peach. 'Wc

*A p83,rr road at tbo annual coflvezntlon of tbe
Ont:%rio Fruit Orowers'Amociation hold roSntly
in Toronto.

hope this advice îvill beý actcd upon next
ycar. Mr. Bigrar and 1, so far as it is
possible, %viIl try to give these townships
thc larger part of our time, so that the
îvork niay progress. We have been for-
tunate in retaining most of our best in-
spectors, and wc are glad to be able to
report that they have donc loyal and ex-
cellent work for their towvnships, better
work than most groxvers realize.

To Mr. Biggar, the provincial inspec-
tor, whose crier-y and entlîusiasrn in
the wvork is unfailing, and wvhose tact and
kniowlcdge are of the greatest value, both
to inspectors and growers, very great
g1-ratitude should be feit by every mari
w~ho is intcrestcd in the îvelfare of the
pecach industry. Owving to the pressure
of the new work of nursery inspection,
and to numerous other duties, 1 cntrusted
to Mr. Biggar this ycar almost the total
charge of the Yello-ws and Li 'ttie Peachi
inspection work, knoîving that he would
do it wvell.

Observation of the resuits of so-callcd
cures of the disease have ]cd nie to change
my opinion that all sucli cures are only
îrnaginary-they have ail failed. The
only remedy yet seer-ns 10 be cradication;
dig out the diseased trees at once, and
burn thcm.

Experimenýs iast ycar, rcpeated this
year, show that if pcach pits are taken
from trees that do not show the discase
until later on iii the season, and if these
pias arec ared for in the bcst way and
cracked in spring before putting out in
roîvs, often as high as seven or eight per
cent. wvill germinale. I have testcd nowv
over three thousand diseased pits. Somne
of these from Iack of experience I allow-
cd 10 bccu.-e too dry before plar.ting anid
conscquently a very smail percentage

grcev. This was truc also of healthy pits
kept as checks but of the others that wcrc
carcd for properly froni one lot of one
lxundrcd fin i912 thcrc grev seven, and
f rcnn another lot of seven litindred and
liftv in 1913, fiCt' flife grew, or nkarly
cig-lit per cent. MIr. IvcCubbin, the Do-
nminion Plant Pathologist of St. Cathar-
ies, obtaincd very sirnilar results.

So fair thc seedlings froni these pits
have shown no0 sign of disease. Mr.
iNfCubb)lin and I have now about one hun-
drcd and sixîv o! these seedlings in one
lot and îvill ivatel h 111m to sc îvhetlxcr
tlîey will show discase, aînd if so liow
S(>011.

'More than twvo litndrcd buds from di-
scased trccs wcrc budded mbto hcaithyv
sccdlings and four vear old trees a year
ago. Only one trc, oneC 10w fi',e ycars
old, shiows posible symptoms of disease.
The rest are stili hicalthy. I have budded
twvo hundred more scedlings this fail, be-
licving a considerable nuinbcr of the trees
budded ifl 1t)12 will begin Io show discase
syrnptoms by ncxt September. I amnfot
at ail surprised that they have not donc sc.
carlier as the trees arc aill growving vigor-
ousiy.

From inoiaîlation of blossoms, fromn in-
oculation of trcs îvith sap, frorn pruning
tests, bark rubbing tests and the other
experiments up to the present no disease
hns followvcd, but this is no proof that
none will1 followv.

Before rcpeating these experiments 1
think it is much wviscr to, îait a couple of
years for resuits. The Nvork has been
carefuhly donc and covers pretty -vclI the
fiecld wvhicli 1 thouglit nost desirabie from
the standpoint of important infoïmation
on the control of the discase.

No I2Cw discovcries, 1 believe, have
been made elscwherc on these diseases,
and apparcntl1y no one is mucli nearer the
dis.coN"eLrv of the rcal cause of cither Ycl-
lows or Little Pencli.
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