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Egorton Ryerson,) was born in tho Township of Charlottoville, near
Lake Erie, London (afterwards the Talbut) District, (now the
Couunty of Norfolk; un the 24th of march, 1803, His father,
Culunel Joseph Ryersun, a United Empire Luyalist in the British
service at thoe tune of the American Revolution, was born in New
Jersey. Ho first joined as & cadet, and was ono of the five hundred
and fifty luyal volunteers who went to Charlestun, Svuth Carolina.
For lus goud conduct in bearing despatches vne hundred and ninety
six mules into the interior, he was promoted to a licutenancy in the
Prince of Wales' Volunteors by Sir Guy Carlotun, (Lurd Dorchester).
Suabseguontly he was engaged in six batiles, and was unce wounded.
At the peaco of 1783 he was exiled, and went to Now Brunswick,
thence to Canada—he and his family onduring very great hardship
in penctrating into the interiur of tho then unbroken wilderness of
Canada.  Ho settled in Charlottevills, and lived there about seventy
years. In the war of 1812, he and thres suns again juined the
British standard, and acquitted themselves bravely, During his
lifo he hold varivus appointments under the crown. He died, in
1854, at the vonerable age of ninety-four yeavs, after having enjoy-
ed his half-pay as a British ufticor fur the unprecedented perivd of
seventy years.  Dr. Ryerson was the fourth son of Colunel Ryer-
son, and was named after two British officers who were intimate
fricuds of his father. His youth was passcd in his native country
and at its Grammar Schuol he received the rudiments of his carly
educativn.  With Mr. Law, the Master of tho Gore District Gram-
mar School at Hamilton, (at the head of Lake Ontario) he studied
his classics.  As the Grammar Schools were the only public schools
at that time in existence in the cvuntry (and they had just then
buen eatablished; they wers, in the rural counties, very clementary
in thuir character, and did nut profess to teach more than the mere
rudiments of an English education. The youngand ardent student,
as Ductor Ryersun then was,(and his ardency contin1ed during his life
time) nut cuntent with the superficial knowledge of grammar which
he ubtained at school, prevailed upon his father to alle .. L.i.a to go
hame for six months to attend a grammar class which had been
established in the county town on that specific subject.

Doctor Ryersun's habits of study at this ime wore chamctenstic
«+ lus practice in after life.  When at schuul ho had entirely mas-
tered the theory and principles of English Grammar, and hiad learn-
ed all the rules and explanntivns, and i face neatly she whole buok
by rote, but he had no vne to explan the theory or to apply the
principles of the text-buok, flexilahity and power of the language.
He also a¥ the time prepared and wrute vut a digest of Murray's
English Grammar, in two volumes, Kame's Elements of Criticism,
and Blair's Rhetoric and a Latin Gramunar. Ho wasan indefatigable
student ; and so thurvughly did he ground hunself in these and
kindred subjects thus early in hfe and under most adverse circum-
stances, that in his subseyuently active career as a writer and contro-
versalist ho ever evinced a puwer and readiness with his tungue
and pen which has often astumshed thuse who were tinacquainted
with the laborious thoroughness of his previvus preparation.

Doctor Ryerson's experienco as a teacher did not extend beyond
the Grammar School of his nativecounty. At the age of sixteon
he was appuinted usher, or assistant teacher, to his eldest brother
George, (who had recerved his trammng at Tnion Cullege, Schenec
tady) and who had succeeded his brother-n-law, Mr. Mitchel], on
his appointment by the Governor to the judgeship of the county.
During the absence of lus brother George, the charge of the schuol
devulved upun the youthful usher. Having thus the management of
boys and girls who were his cuompanions, and many of them several
years his senior, his firmness, tact, and decision were frequently
put to the test, but he acquitted himself woll, and , the experienc
thus gained was afterwards turned to higher account,

-

Qn his twenty-second birthday (24th Darch, 1825) Dr. Ryorson
was ordained deacon in the M E. Church, by Bishop Hedding.
His diary during the ﬁrst year of his ministerial lifc shows how
dovotedly ho applied himsolf to the culturo of his mind, although
his valiso ofton contained the chiof part of his library, :md tho back
of his horse frequently affordod him tho only place of study. His
first litorary offort was put forth in 1826 —being the reviow of Ven.
Archdeacon Strachan’s sermon on the death of Bishop Mountain,
and it at once ostablished his roputation as an ablo controversialist.
In 1828, ho again wrote a sories of letters criticising Dr. Strachan's
famous chart of the various religious bodies. Both series were ro-
published in pamphlet form. In 1829, the Christian Guardian was
established and he was appointed its joint editor. In 1833 ho went
to England, and again in 1835. In the Iatter year he went to obtain
a Royal Charter and subscriptions for U, C. Academy,” now
Victoria Cullege, Cubourg. He also induced the Home Guvernment
to recommeond the Uppor Canada Legislature to grant $16,000 to the
Acadomy, which i* did against the wishes of Sir F. B. Heed, the
Governor.

In 1840 an Act of Incorpuration was obtwined from the then
rocently united Canadian Legislaturo, erecting Upper Canada
Academy into a University under the name and style of the
*Tnivorsity of Victoria College, atCobourg.” Ductor Ryers -n (who
then received the titie of D.D. frum the Wesleyan University,
Middloton,) was unanimously ghoson its first Prosident. fn 1844,
Doctor Ryerson was appointed Superintondent of Education fox
Cpper Canada, by His Excellency the Guvernur General with an
understanding that he would re-lay the entire foundation of the
system, and establish it un a wider and moro euduring basis, The
instructions which he received on his formal appointment were
contained in the fullowing words: “His Excellency has no doubt
that you will lose no time in devoting yourself to devising such
measures as may be necessary to provide proper school books; to
establish the most efficient system of instruction ; to elevatothe
character of both teacher and schools : and to encourage overy plan
and effurt fo cducate and i improve the youthful .nind of the country;
and His Excellency feels ussured that your endeavours in matters
so important to Western Canuda will be alike satisfactory to the
public and creditable to yourself.” In 1846, he submilted an
elaburate repurt on his projected system of pubhc schuols for Tpper
Canada. Inthefirst part ho stated and illustrated its geneml
principles, the concluding fifty pages aro devoted to the subject of
the machinery of the system under the heads of “Kinds of Schools,”’
‘“Text-Books,” “Control and Inspection,” and “Individual Efforts.”

Notwithstanding the zeal and ability with which Doctor Ryerson
had collected and arranged his facts, analyzed the various systems
of education in Europe (chiefly in Germany), and America, and
fortified himself with the opinions of all the most eminent educa-
tionists in those countries, yet his projected system for this pro-
vince was, fiercoly assailed, and was vchemently denounced as em-
bodying in it the very essence of *“Prussian despotism.” Still with
indomitable courage ho presevered in his plaus and at length suc,
coeded, in 1846, in inducing the legislature to passa School Act
which he had drafted. In 1849 the Provincial administration
favourable to Doctor Ryerson's views went out of office, and one
unfavorabls to him came in. The Hon. Malcolm Cameron, a
hostile member of the cabinet, having concocted a singularly crude
and cumbrous school bill, aimed to oust Doctor Ryerson from
office, it was without examination or discussion passed into a law.
Docto- Ry .reon at once called the attention of the governmont (at
tho head of which was the late lamented Lord Elgin) to the im-
practicablo and unchristian character of the bill, as it had formally
excluded the Bible from the schools, The late Honorable Robert



