
Primary Reading--The Sentence Methzod.

thought expressed. Let us now con-
sider the inquiry,-'

'"wHAr is READING?»

Hon. J. W. Dickinson, Secretary
of the Board of Education of Massa-
chusetts, says :

" Reading consists, first, in forming
ideas which are occasioned by recog-
nizing the printed or written forms
of words used as the names of these
ideas; second, in forming thoughts
which are occasioned by recognizing
the construction of these words into
sentences used to express these
thoughts. In addition to these two
processes, 'Oral Reading' requires
that these words and sentences shall
be pronounced with the voice, so as
to excite similar ideas and thoughts
in the minds. of others."

I like this definition, for the reason
that it recognizes the vital principle
that liesat the foundation of alt read-
ing ; viz., that thoughts are formed
directly and immedia/ely by recogniz-
ing their graphic- expression. It ex-
cludes all calling of words, phrases,
or sentences dissociated fron intelli-
gence. The thought being the con-
stant unit in the mind, and the sen-
tence the unit of expression, can the
child so take in the written or printed
expression with his eye as to form the
thought, without being conscious of
the elements, at least so far as words
are concerned.

Sight is a sense quicker in action
than hearing. No one is directly
conscious of words when listening to
speech ; why should he be while look-
ing upon the written or printed page?
That this is possible is evident, for
were it otherwise eye-reading would
only keep pace with oral utterances ;
-while, as a fact, good readers are able
to take in through the eye many times
more matter than they are able to pro-
nounce in words. This being the
case, we have made progress in the
.solution of our problein. The thought

beiig formned directly from the page
through the medium of sight, without
translation into oral speech, will con-
trol the oral utterance the same as if
it had its origin: in the niind of the
reader.

A New Useof the Eyes.-Adifficulty
here presents itself, not at first ob-
servable, and of which little note has
hitherto been taken. Reading by the
eye requires a new use of that organ.
The child is accustomed to observe
things as they actually appear. He
judges with tolerable accuracy of the
form, colour, and relations of objects
by direct observation, and is accus-
tomed to trust with confidence his
powver to discriminate between them.
This power being in full and active
exercise, when his attention is called
directly to a letter, word, or even a
sentence, he will judge of it as he
judges of other tangible objects-by
its visual characteristics. He learns
these objects by their names, which,
when repeated, recall these objects,
and nothing more, necessarily. So it
is no uncommon thing for a child to
learn the names of all the letters of
the alphabet, to arrange these letters
into a great number of words, and to
recognize these words at sight, and
still do nothing more than exercise
his externai sense. No new power
hasbeen acquired. The eye has sim-
ply performed its accustomed office
-that of discerning forms ; but these
forms are no medium of thought, are
no language.

THOUGHT PRIMARY-EXPRESSION
SECoNDARY.

When the eyes rest upon a sentence,
as " The cat plays," the thought oc-
casioned by recognizing these words
and their arrangements should be
formed directly, without refei·ence to
the sounds they represent when pro-
nounced. Al the attention bestowed
upon the forms, to make us conscious
of their peculiarities or elements,


