
SCiE NT IFC.

CosT Or SUiuuAN DRAINma.-A space of gorund
near Birkenhead, now called the Park, vas, a short
time ago, a mere marsh, over which tl ck mists hîting
at nightfall. "1t was thorougly drained wiuhi drains
vraying in depth froni seven feet to close suiface
drains. The mists and fogs created on tins tract
have, since the drains came into operation, d:sappear-
cd. The expense of that work was £20 per acre ; and
the land, whicih before the drainage was worth only
£1 per acre, is now worth, at the least, £4 per acre
for pasturage; so that the work pays 15 per cent
diiect profit, besides effecting its main object-tlie
improvement of the neiglibourhood in coinfort and
saluîbrity." The cost of daining one acre of land for
a detachcd buildinhg, he site of the building deep
dîaiiied, and hie rest of the land thoroughly drained
is shown by thq retiri of the Board of lcalith, just
quoted, to be met by an annual charge for 20 years
of 18s. 3Ld. in heavy soils. The drainage of one
a· re of land for four semi-detached residences would
be îet by an annuial charge per house for 20 years
of 3s. lld., 4s. 7d., or 5s. 7d.-Builder.

LirE iN TE Ancric Bra.-l cicles hung round the
deck, peacihes becane a uass of calcedone, bîî*r
was eut with a chisel, beef with a pickaxe and crow-
bar. Walking out you aire conscious of a bracing
atinospliere. Whislers and face are glazed with ice.
Put out your togue and it is fiozen to) your chin.
On one occasion. a poor fellow recoveriiig from in-
ilammation of the lungs, being asked ho bis frost
bitten car came ofi lie produced it in a picce of pa-
per, and said, "Doctor, I ditl'nit want to trouble you,
but it dropped off last niglt."-)r. Kain's Ltclure on
he ./Arclic E.xledition.

DEEP WF.LL NRAU BANS•rT Do wNs.-l ain well
acquainted with tlhe country inmediatel3 south ofIlhe
Baisted Downs, and can gi"e W. S. G. some irforma-
tion about tlhe wells there. 'lie nearat streani is a
small brauh of the Mole, vhici has ils rise some thiree
miles offjust beyond Merstham (pionounced" lMes-
tgum'). The ponds are very feiw and shallow, so that
the inhabitants have to rcly on wells for their vatar.
Wells, however, are an expensive lusury, and apper-
intii only t the bettermnost dwelliigs. I kiow set eral
labouirer's cottaes distant upwards of a mile fr on the
iearest well or pond ; they use whait water they catch,
and when that is gone, shift a, they best can-most
comnonly do withcut. This sca city of w ater may be
Ilhe i easo, why a di.atrict withini fdteen miles of London
is so thnly populated.-K!oes amd Queries.

WALKS ABROAD.
-- 6

Go abroad
Upon the paths of Nature, and wien ail
Its voices whisper, aId its silent things
Are breathing the deep beauty of the vorld,
Kniecel at its simple aitar, and the God
Who hath the living waters shall be there.

WILLis.

EVENINGS 4T HOME.

Now stir the fire, and close the sliutters fast;
Let fall the curtains; whcel the sofa round ;
And while the bubblingand loud hissing ural
Tiirows up a steamyiv column, and the cups
Thîat cheer but not inebriate wait on cach:
S let us welcome peaceful evenînti in.

Cowenr's "TAs."

TUE OLD GREEN LANE.

BY ELIZA COOK.

'Twas ihe very merry sumnier time
That garlands hills and dales,

And the south wind rung a fairy chinie
Tpon the fox-glove beis;

The cuckoo stood on t! e lady birch
To bid lier last good-bye-

The lai k sprung over the village clurch,
And whistled to the sky;

And we had Co'ie from the harvest sleaves,
A blithe and tavwny train,

And tracked our patib vith poppy leaves.
Along the old green lane.

'Twas a pleasant way on a sunny day,
Anîd we were a happy set,

And we idly bent where thestreamilet went
To get our iungers wet;

With the dog-rose iere and the orchis there,
And the woodbine twining through,

With the broad grees inecting everywhere
And Ile grass still dank witli dew.

Ah! we ail forgot, in that blissful spot,
The naines of care and pain,

As ve lay on the bank, by the shepherd's cot,
To l est ini the old gruei lane.

Oh, days gone by! I can but sigh
As I thiik of that rich hoi,

Whien my heart in its glee but secmed to bc
Anioilier wood-sidU flower;

For tiough the trees bc stil and fair,
And the wild bloon still as gay-

Thoigh ie south wind sends as sweet an air,
And licaven as briglht a day;

Yet the imerry set.re far and %ide,
And we never shall meet again

We shall never ramble side by side
Along that old green lane.

STAR LIJTIT.

Fîom the wild disorder of scattered stars wlich
thu first picture of ite heavens presented, sci-
ence has ei.abled us to grope ouI vay tlrougl
the daik labyritlis of chaos, guided only by hie
ýoft lustre of those w'Iîîîinnin stais, till we hve
been enabled to se the wli le grouped togetier
ii one great and complete system, of a maigni î-
Inde wilich makes nrithîmeie ridiculouus, 'yet
simple in arrangement as the conceptions of a
child. i\'lai la, no. pait iii ail ihese sublime
galaxies but to stad a silenit spectator of ileir
overwhelminîg beauty. Coinpared with the
awiul periods which compose tlhe years anid ages
here, what is tlis momentary le-time of mnii ?
Nature works complete at every step, flom Ile
whirling bulbble un the brook to the congress ef
a million stars. Tie fall of dynasties,the rowth
of rew peoples, aiitiquities,aid trauliiiois, vat)ish
befoie ilhis sevete face of maible solemnity. The
petty cares jealousies, and passions of mnci fade
away in tIe coîntvmiplation of these awful cyclel&
and startli"g is the contrast, after traversinîg sueh
reaims of majesty to wonuler, where worlds awlir
without jar, an, orbs ru-h without concussion, to
turin back to inan, and qee iir stu.gling on the
surface of a flood and buffettinz vitli its boili«ii
waves. " One night thiik the atmospere vas


