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great annoyance. Plants will keep well in sand
and moss any reasonable time, and a slight
sprinkling niay be given if the weathershould
prove dry and warm. As guards around
these tables a nest rustic fenee was made of
white cedar poles, with necessary gates for
exhihitors, &c. This left a space in the cen-
ter about forty by sixty feet, in wkich were
the two masts or poles that sustained the top
of the tent. These masts were covered with
bark, so as to give them the appearance of
trees, and pots of climbing plants in flower
sunk at the base, whiie their branches extend-
ed nearly to the top. At the base of these
poles octagon stands were made for the dis-
play of pot plants, covered with moss, and
when filled with plants, produced a very fine
effect. In the centre of the oval was a large
bod of Cannas and Celadiums, and nothing !
in the whole exhibition was more admired
than thesplendid foliage of these plants. This
bed was raised something like a fort, and sur-
rounded with moss-covered rocks selected
from theriver bank, Scattered around where
a few fine plants, such as the Sage, Palm,
Century Plant, Euphorbia, &e., the pots and
boxes cuncealed by rocks and moss.  The turf
was short and of good color, and the whole
appearance was that of a fine lawn.

We are glad to learn that the able and
courteous Sceretary, B. P. Johnson, Esq., had
returned from his visit and dutics eonnceted
with the great International Exhibition in
good health and spirits, full of hope and
generous feelings both as regards the old
world and thenew. Although, as undcx:he
eircumstances was to be expected, the amount
of the United States contributions to that
magnificent display of the world’s art and in-
dustry, has been comparatively small, it must
be gratifying to her enterprising and intelli-
gent citizens that their importance and par-
ticular value have becn appreciated in an un-
mistakeable manner. Let us hope, ere another
New York State Show occurs, that swords
will be transformed into ploughshares! We
gladly make room for the following lecture
and discussion in connection with the State
Fair, '

INSECTS INJTRIOUS TO AGRICULTURE.—T e
Gaain Aphis, Wheat Midge &c.,

Dr. Asa Fitch, Entomogist of the State
Agricultural Society, opened the discussion
by reading the following Essay on the Grain

Aphis,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I am re-

ing, by presenting to the audience some
account of the Grain Aphis—an insect new to
us in Ameriea, and which during the past
and the present year, has heen more promi.
nent in the public regard than any other in.
sect,

In the grain fields of Europe this grair
aphis has existed from time immemorial, g
was seientifically named and deseribed cighty-
one years ago, hy the distinguished Germap
entomologiat, Fabricius, who met with it ip
fields of oats, and therefore named it the
Aphis Avenee, or the oat aphis, he heing un-
aware that it oceurred equally connnon‘upon
other kinds of grain aiso.

But our European accounts of it are quite
meager and imperfuet. Ahout all that we
gathier from thom s, that it is an insect whieh
shiows itself upon the grain about the time o
harvest, and that in some instanecs it has
been known to be so multiplied, in pasticular
places, ws to litevally swarm upon and cover
the icads of the grain in many of the fields.

These few general facts, ave all the inforauw-
tion which the world has hitherto had of this
insect.  'What hecomes of it Quring the re-
mainder of the year, where, and in what
condition it Jurks after harvest time, an’
until harvest time again approaches, bha
never been investigated. Tt was remaining
for us in this country to trace out its abidin;
place anc habits during the autunm, winte,
and spring, and thus complete its history t,
year ronnd, as we have heen able to do withic
the past eighteen months—under the instrue.
tions of this Soclety, and under the auspice
of the Siate of New York,

In this country, this grain aphis hasneve
been observed, and it was not known that v
had such an insect here, until last year, whe
it suddenly appeared in exeessive numbe
over all the New England States, and th
State of New York, execpt here in its wester.
scction, and also in the adjoining districts o
Canada and of Pennsylvania. Throughon
all this vast extent of country every gni
ficld was invaded by it; many of these fielc
were thronged and a portion of them wa
literally covered and smothered by this insce.

This year it has moved westward, makin
its appearance in the same manner all ov
Westexn New York, Canada West, Norther
Ohio, and at least a portion of Michigan as
judge, from the numerous letters which hav
been sent me with grain-heads-contaimningth
insect, and from the notices of it in'the pu
lic prints— whilst at the East,where it was.
numerous last year, it has measurably disa
peared this year, so that, except in-a féwl
calities, it would not have becn. noticed b
}lot 57T body. been'.so..cagerly:-sesrchi
for it,

quested ‘to, preface the discussion, this even-

" But.though this insect has,only.been o.



