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great annoyance. Plants will keep well in sand
and noss any reasonable tine, and a slight
sprinkling nay be given if the weatlerslouild
prove dry and warm. As guards around
tlese tables a neait rustie fence was inade of
white cedar poles, with necessary gales for
exlihitors, &c. This left a space in the cen-
ter about forty by sixty feet, in which were
the two nasts or poles that sustained the top
of the tent. Thebe masts were covered with
bark, so as to give thei the appearance of
trees, and pots of clinbing plants in lower
sunk at the base, w hile their branches extend-
ed nearly to the top. At the base of tLese
poles octagon stands were made for the dis-
play of pot plants, covered vitlh mioss, and
when filled w ith plants, produced a very fine
effect. ln the centre of the oval was a large
bad of Cannas and Celadiums, and nothwiîg
im the wh1ole exhibitioni was more adired
than tlie.)lendid foliage of these plants. 'lhis
bed was raised something like a lrt, and sur-
rounded with noss-covered rocks selected
from» the river bank. Scattered arou:îd where
a few ßne plants, suci as the sago, Palm,
Century Plant, Euphorbia, &c., the pnis and
boxes concealed by rocks and noss. The turf
was short and of good color, and the Vliole
appearance vas that of a fine lawn.

We are glad to learn that the able and
courteous Secretary, B. P. Johnson, Esq., had
returned froni his viet and duties connerted
with the great International Exhibition in
good health and spirits, full of hope and
generous feelings both as regards the old
world and the new. Although, as und< r ihe
circumstances was to be expected, the amount
of the United States contributions to that
nagnificent display of the world's art and in-
dustry, has been comparatively sniall, it must
be gratifying to lier enterprising and intelli-
gent citizens that their importance and par-
ticular value have been appreciated in an un-
mistakeable manner. Let us hope, ere anothxer
Ncw York State Show occurs, that swords
will be transformed into ploughshares ! Wu
gladly make room for the following lecture
and discussion in connection with the State
Fair.

INSEcTB INJrRIOUs TO AGRIcULTUR.-The
Gaain Aphis, Wheat Midge *c..

Dr. Asa Fitch, Entomogist of the State
Agricultural Society, opened the discussion
by reading:the.following Essay on the Grain
Aphis.

Mr. Chairman and Gcnt].emen,-I am re-
quested :to. preface the discusion, this .even

ing, by presenting b tote audience sone
account of the Grain Aphis-an insect new to
us in Ameriea, and which during the paqt
and the procent year, lias been more promni-
nent in the public regard than any other in-
-scet.

In the grain fields of Europe this graie
aplis lis existed fromu time immucemorial. It
was scientifically named and descrilbed eiglity-
one years ago, b1y the distinguished Germsan
enltomoilogizt, Farcuwho mlet with it in
fields of oats, and tlerefore naned it tie
Aphis ArenrP, or the ont aphis, lie beiing un-
aware that it oceuirred equally common uîpon
other kinds of grain also.

But our European accounts of it are quite
mLager and imp1erfùe. About ail tliat we
gather froni tlhuî is, thî't it is an insect wliiclh
:how s itselt upon ie grain about tlie tin I"
liarvest, and that i aone instanecs it Las
been know n t l be so multiplied, in particula'
Spla<ts, as t literally swarmn upon and cove
the lu ads of tie grain in nmany of tlie fielts

These few general thets, are all the inforna-
tion which the world lias hitherto lad ofthi,
insert. W'at becomes of it during, the re-
inainder of the year, wlere, and in wla
condition it lurks aftcr liarvest time, an
unîtil harvett tiie g-iin approaches, la
never been investigatecd. it was renaining;
for us in this country to trace out its abidin¿
place anc habits durhig the autumn, mVitr.
and spring, and thus comliplete its history t1i:
year round, as we have been ahd lo do vitlit
the past eighteen nonths-under the instrue
tions of this Soclety, and under the auspice
of the State of New York.

In this country, this grain aphis lias nevA
been observedi, ond it wiais not known tbat 
lad such an inect lere, until last year, Vlheî
it suddenly appeared in excessive nunber
over all the New England States, and tC
State of New York, except here in its wester,
section, and also n flic adjoining distrits s
Canada and of Pennsylvania. Througliou
all this vast extent of country every grai
field was invaded by it; many of these fick
were tlronged and a portion of them ive
literally covered and snothered by this inscc

This year it las nioved westward, makis
its appearance in the sanie manner all on
Western New York, Canada West, Northler
Ohio, and at least a portion of Michigan as
judge, from the nunerous letters wlicb hai
been sent me with grain-heads -contaung th
insect, and fi om. the notices of it r the pu
lie prints-r whilst at the East,where it was
numerous last year, it lias measurably disa
peared this year, so that, except ià fwl1
calities, it would not 'have been- noticed b.
not every body beensso..eagrly .searchi
for it.

Butthoughî this ineetapnly.beea fDo-


