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KYLOE CATTLE.

Scotland possesses only two varieties of cattle that have been settled into breeds, the
West Ilighlands and of Galloway, denominated the Argyle and Galloway breeds. The
former exist in the largest size in the county of Argyle, as that country affords the best

m.itenaince troughout the year. The size is lessened ov.er the rorthern counties of the
minland, and the goneral conformation is impaired ; the hulk is further diminislhed in
the Ilebridean Islands, and further still in the Orkney and Shetland Islands, w'hich afford
the coarsest animals, and those of the lebrides are more thriving and synimetrical. The
Argyle breed and the West IIighland cattie, the Kyloes and the cattle of the Western and
Northern Islands-these distinctions are the modern understanding of the terms.

These cattle are colored in very many shades and varieties, black being the favorite and
prevailing colour, which is much intermixed with white, red, dun, and brindled. The
horns are long, wide and tapering, and in accordance with the size of the animal. The
Argyle cattle have the largest horns ; the Ilebridean Kyloe has the finest spear horn, clear
glittering and pointed ; while the Northern Islands show a coarse and stunted lorn, short
ant proportional to the animal frames. The eye is fierce and the character nischievous,
habits re<tioss and unruly, body short, paunch deep, hide thick, flesh very good, and fi, cly
rrarbled with veins of fat. The maturity is regulated by the maintenance that is afforded
the age of six years is attained before a fattened carcase is produced ; four ycars in the
native country, and two in the lowland treatment.

It is well known that the Gallon ay cattle afforded the material service of the short-horn
bred, hence ca!le.i the "aIîlly," in reproach of the coarze mixture that was introduced
into the Yorkshire cattle. Pasýsing over that point at pi esent, as unconnected with our
~peent subject, the Galloway cattle haeo been mnuch improved among thenselves by

jouit i>us selections, ant d muach yet remains to be donc. Vast quantities of the-e animais
are transported to the southern turnip counties, and are much estcemcd for beefand profit.
But the old faults still remain, and in abundance.

The Kyloe cattle. properly so called, are a most motley production in colour, shape and
quiality, by a promiscuous breeding without any caro or attention. The mountains and
the open range of hill grounds do not afford the benefit of enclosures in the adaptatin
and restriction of the sexual intercourse, which is consequently altogether unconfined,
and spreads into numberless descents and endless pedigrees. Good and bad animals are
thus produced in accidental varieties ; the latter always predominates and the f*ormer
hear the usual proportion to the efforts of nature's course. This unrestricted breeding
has gone on from the carliest records, and aiso the careless provision of winter foobd, ou
which the whole success depends of Ilighland farming with cattle or sheep. But the
most unfavorable circumstances of situation do not prevent the selection for the vurpose
of breeding, of the best shape, and forms that are produced by accident, and from wlieh
every refineinent of animals has progressed. It is not at all advocated here that the size
of the Kyloe cattle b increasel or any cross be introduced by foreign blood ; the present
bulk of the animal is very ample for the maintenance, and any misture of blood wnild
dis:arrange the long-establilshed descent, and introduce an irretrievable confusion. Such
mixtures of species and varieties in animals continue for a time, gradually degenerate
moto iunberless branches, and at last are wholly estinguished. The true waY is to
iîunprove cattle anmong them selves, by selecting the best specimenis for breeding, aid care-
fully rejecting all bad ones, and to continue in this course mrost. obstinately ; but lot to
produce a size or quîality that is beyond the circumstances of use. Abunîdance of ma-
teriais exist, aud only want the application, even under the ordinary management of Kylue
cattle.

Our experience and acquaintance having been very consiterable among the Kylue cat-
tie, our attention was very înturally dirccted to their qualities, habits, and varieties. It
appeared that very valuable distinct breeds nay be produced by a careful selection from
the very heterogeneous multitude-a glossy black variety, that comes at present from the
Western Islands, with white colours on the face, breast, and flanks, not largely inter-
miingled, but pleasingly patched ; a bi indled variety, with little or no white colour en
the body, at Ieast very sparingly, the red brindles being of a very deep dye ; and a
breed wholly dun in colour, without the least mixture of any other stain, and the coat of
hir thick and curly. This dun colour abounds among all ~the Iighland cattle of Scot-
land, and always indicates a hardiness and vigorous constitution, and a propensity to
fatten, in every animal organization. These two propensities cannot be strpassed in any e


