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villilia, which.had attended us in the greateft

abundance over a fpace of feven degrees of Iongi-

tude; and, as Mr. Johnflone of the Chatham'

paid particular attention -io' -thefe -extraordinary
creatures, 1 ffiall infert. lýis,,defc.ription of them.

Thefe :fmall, blubbeTs are of ap oval form.,*
quite, flat, apd, meafuring about an inch and an,

ha]£ the longeft W-a ; -their under fide is fome-:

what concave; the edges, -for. near a quarter.of
an inch in width,. are of a deep blue colour,,-

changing i nwardly to a pale green ;- the fubftance

being much thinner and m ore tranfparent there.

than on the up

Pý'. per fide.. Perpendicularly 
to the

plain of their Ihrface fiands a -very thin inem-

brane, extending nearly the-whole length. of its*

loncr û diameter in a diagonal direffion; it is.

about an inch in heizht, and forms a fegment of

a circle. This membrane, which fe'med-.- te.
:Cerve all the purpofes of -a fin and -a fai-1, .,was

fometimes ôbferved- to bc,--ered at:others 11-in
fiat, which was generally the cafe in the- morn-

ing; bât as the day advajiced, it became ex-

tended. Whether this was voluntary, Or the ef-

feét of the fun"s influcace, was a queftiôn not

eafily to be decided.' When the mernbrane was-
down, thefe little animals were collealed- into

compaâ- cluifters, were apparently defEtuteý of

any motion, and,ýtheir- colour at that,, time. feerned
of a dark green.
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