
process enabling man to increase a thousand-fold the fertility
of the earth. In one of his conversations he said, Fro
that hour man will no longer toil for his daily bread. 1ý

Now he is o-rovelling in the earth, then he will be a giant,
with nature as his hand-maid. By artificial processes we

shall produce gold and silver and all the precious stones.
We shall, in a few hours, from the elements, bring forth

pearls and all the most prized and beautiful things which
nature has prov - i ' ded. It was never intended that we should
dig and delve for these thincrs, they were provided as samffles,
as illustrations. -- "*N-ature turned them out of her laboratory
in the twinkling of an eye and man can do the same if he is
guided by her hints. The water wheel, the steam engine and
the electrical engine are but the implements of a savage, they
wiù disappear the moment we have cast off' our swaddling
clothes. The motive power of the future will be the su''s

rays. Tens of millions of tons of energy, but another name
for force, are daily going to, waste on the earth's surface,
while the blind toil vý,ith pick and shovel and plough. The

air was intended for navigation, not the water. We shall.
not be mere copyists but shall improve upon nature. She

only produces the bitter plum, orange and grape. It remained
for man to render them sweet and luscious. The same prin-
ciple applies, not only to the fruits and crrains, but to, every
created thing. Then and not till then will life be worth
livina%

Many of his views were so new and startling that I refrain
from stating them, and yet they were presented with such an
air of plansibility and so butressed by facts drawn from
recent discoveries, that no one in the club ventured to dispute
them, and yet the following day when other men tried to re-

state them, they appeared most visionary. I have never
been able to decide whether this was due to want of knowledge
or to a charm which Chapman wove around his hearers.

From a pr'ospector I learned that several rich quartz claims
had been discovered in the north and thither 1 decided to

proceed. I secured passage on a coast steamer for Port Dar-
win, the point where the cable from Asia lands on the Aus-
tralian coast. Arriving at Port Darwin I made a tr-p into
the interior but found nothing of value. At the Port I se-
cured a large sailing boat ànd set out to explore the coast.
.With a plentiful supply of provisions I set sail, taking care
to skirt the coast as closely as possible. I camped at night
and on the second day, in making a run across a large bay,
a sudden squall came up, prevalent in that latitude. The


