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THE INDEPENDENTS o

It doesnot seem exthet)nltp orbin bofhi :

mombern of the Independent Party with the
Opposition because some of theri may have
onone or two occasions, perhaps withnnt
baving . given sufficient attention to -the
matbers under consideration,’ agoiqum the
Opposition side and voted with the Opgoli
tion. As long as the ‘members of the Inde-
pendent Party themselves declare shat they
-have nou gone over to the Opposition, and
that they are now as independent as ever
they were, it is but fair ‘to take them at
their word. Asone swallow does not make
& summer, 0 one or two npmhel -and votes
against the Government do npt transform an
independent member into a supporter of the
Opposition. ' For.our part we.havesa higher
apinien of the intelligence anfl go9d sense
of some of the Independent members than
0 believe thatthey will give.upthe respect-
able  and the influential- pHlition they
ocoupied last session to fall into 6hé ranks
of an Opposition which, politically, is:the
weverse of either respectable or influential.

THE GOVERNMENT'S CRITICS.

The critics of the Government in the
‘House of Assembly have during the present
session been peculiarly unfortunate. in' the

. -Ghoice of subjects for censure. ' The pro-
.ceedings had hardly commenced when they
blamed the Government: for saying nothing
-about redistribution in the Lieat.-Gover-
nor's speech. It was soon shown that their
«demand was premature. It is evident that
if the Government had bgen as eager to’
commence the work of redistributing the
representation as The most exacting of its
_critics, it would have made itself ridiculous
if it had hinted in the speech that it was
prepared to frame a redistribution ‘bill. " It
is known to every elector of any 'intelli-
 gence that the information on which such a
aneasure must be - based is not in.the posses-
sion of the Governmeat, and is not likely to
be for some time to come. To promise a
redistribution bill without any Mmaterial to-
make a foundation for it would be onlya
little less unreasomable than to find fault
. 'with the Government for not having it
prepared before the details of the censua are
published : and capefully considered, = We
venture to say that there is not a single

wmember of the House—Government, Inde- |

pendent, or Opposition—who does not now
see clearly that the demand for redistribu-
tion is, under the present circumstances, ex-.
<ceedingly foolish. —-As the  critics required
the Government to do what it wounld be
‘atterly absurd even to nttempb, they must
feel annoyed at . themselves for acting so
thonghtlessly.

The critics acted with quite as little con-

. .sideration when they . condemneg thGov- :

~ersment for reserving the 1xnd i
&y of Siocan Lake. zb is evﬁq :

- they oemmred the Government mhont
having any knowledgpol the' facts: They
must have’ prooeeded on the rept-ugnunonl
of parties 'who were interested in: #nap-
ping up the good land before the public
had a .chance of knowing what it was
like.-, They, the declared enemies of specn-
hmrs and land-grabbers, became the. - en-
thusiastic advocates of West Kootenay
land sharks. We do not say that all of
them intended to do this, for we bélieve
that some of them are honestly in favor of
reserving the land for the actual settler and
the working miner.  But they have placed
themselves in siich a discreditable and un-
pleasant position by lending top ready au
«ar to the stories told by the enemies of the

" #Government and the foiled land schemers.
At is, however, not too late for them to
i‘benefit by the lesson they. have learned.
When they find out that they have, by

* ~their foolish haste and their eagerness to
=zmake the Government feel their power—or,
as one of the Indeépendent members put if,
to wield the ““rod” of correction—placed
themselves in a false position, they can re-
:#race their steps, and become again really
-and truly. *‘independent,” supporting the
_ Government when it does right, and op-
~posing it only when it does wrong. The
Government had good reason to expect the
_hearty support of the Independent members
«f the Legislature in'what it has done inre-
"serving the Slocan Lake land and other
ands for the use of the men who will im-
prove it by their own labor and their own
money. It was carrying out what they

. profess to be their policy, and it' was both
mwrong and inconsistent in them to join in the
<cry raised by the schemers until they found
that the Lands and Works Department had
-done what is m]uﬂonl to bhemctml stttler.

;ug for a partisan commil : al
Jng npon retaining it, lhew c euﬂy onough
that they ‘were not. 80’ an
‘the truth as to preserve in Lorder what
they regarded as a first-class grievance: It
. has long been evident thﬂ!:t is the Opposi-
tion and not the Govc!:nmenc Iwho desire to
mix up politics and education, and it should
*have been the object of really independent
anembers to keep them as much as possible
.apart. Itisto be hoped that now in spite of
all factious opposition there is tobe ‘an en-
(quiry into the conduct of the Government
in ‘education matters, tbe independent
«critics will do what they can to make that
enquiry thorough and impartial.

It is, we trust, not too much to assume
¢hat the eritics by this time are convinced
that criticism; to be eﬂ‘eéttve, does not con-
sist in “mere fault-finding, withont much
thought or any eaquiry to speak ‘of;. They
.ought to_have learned that - they should |
.make themselves sure before they use the
rod ‘that something has: been done worthy
of punishnient; otherwise, ﬂwmmyt toad-
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they hope to-give him a better house’ “to live
in, a bigger garden, and a chance to»get
better food. They want, too, -to improve
him intellectually, morally and phyaiopﬂy.

There are some who have made a special
study of Hodge at home, whodo nob.regard
him as a ver§ hopeful’ subject for improve-
ment of any kind. ‘Among them is Mra.
Stephen Batson, who has confributed .a
paper abont him to the January number of
the Nineteenth Century. Thislady evidently
does not look upon' the agricaltural laborer
of Berkshire as such a miserable creature as
he and his class are represented to'be by
many on. this side of the Atlantic. But
when we see how little he gets for his labor
we cannot understand bow he mnlgel to
keep sonl and body together on such a pit-
tance, much less support his wife and
children. -

The Berkshire laborer gets in ‘‘these
days of “reviving agricultural - prosperity,”
| ten shillings a week—about two dollars and
a half. * He gets besidés that, *‘harvest
money,” to the amount of from. fiftegn to.
thﬁ'ty dollars; The fogger, the shepherd,
and the carter who are &' grade above him,
get twelve or fifteen shillings a week; and’
the aristocracy of rural Jabor, the in-
dependent  bricklayer, - the carpenter,
the . cobbler, the  thatcher ~ and
the sheep' shearer “earn, in the busy season,
from fifteen to thirty. shillings a week.
These . are -regarded. 'as 'prosperous -men,
From this it can 'be seen that the British
agricultural laborer, even when he gets
steady work and- is in goofl, health all the
year round, dees not earn a . greatideal of
money.' When he paysa shilling a week
for his cottage and garden, and  supplies
himself and his family with clothes there
.cannot be a great deal left with which to
buy food for the humble household. :

But Hodge contrives to exist and to raise
'a family of sturdy youngsters on ten shil-
lings & week. Mrs. Batson tells us that he
“ eats bread, potatoes and cheese at all his
meals, with salt pork for supper. in the
winter and bacon in the summer.” And
we must not forget his beer. ' Summer’ and
winter Hodge must bave his beer and his
tobacco, besides. He spends on  these
luxuries two shillings'a week, and he gener-
ally makes sure of these two' shillings by

the balance over to his wife. ““This rule of
life,” we are told, ‘‘he never relaxes how-
ever-large his fainly and however great hw
expenses at home,”

Hodge as a rule mnrﬂe&young and he has
saon olive branch® round his. table.. The'
children are not regarded as “burden for a8
'so00n as they ‘are old enough to be useful
they earn money, and while his children are
growing, Hodge, if heis a uteud,y man, 18
beteér off than at any other parxod of his
existence,

The - British agncnlhnrd laboret pays
little attention to that part of his catechism |
which enjoins upon him as"a duty to be: |
have himself lowly and reverently to all his.
betters, pastors and masters. We are
told that ‘“When Hodge is sober his atti-
tude to his superiors is extremely dignified
and even sullen; he feelb then acutely
that the parson, the squire and the school-
master are provided with good thmy that
he cannot share, and that only & strict read-
justment of incomes can equitably arrange
matters, and even then there would be large
arrears owing to ‘him.” And ‘again, ““Our
Inborer hates his employer, he hates his
squire, but, above all, he hates his parson.”
Although he goes to his parson for relief
whenever he or any of his family is sick, he
is represented as fiot being at all grateful
for the medicines and comforts _that are
given him. He indignantly asks those who
remind him of his obligations, “¥What be
tho Rector put there for except to give I
brandy.”

Mrs. Batsen does not thlnk that the beer
which the laborer drinks does him much

harm. She says: ““When that is gone the

laborer will not have 4 single’ pleasure left
in life; he is incapable of appreciating any-
thing more than the village pot-homse. He
is perfectly well-conducted while he 'is
there, but to b thera is the on]y joy he can

conceive or imagine.” This is a ead view
‘and we hope that it is a mistaken one.

There are great capabilities in Hodg®l . He
belongs to a race that has done more for the
world in these latter days than any other
that inhabits it, ‘and it is| melancholy to see.

‘him have no higher ambition than to get

his fill of beer. Is there anyone to blame
for this, and is there no’chance of his being
raised to a higher plane of existence? Mrs,
Batson seems to think  not, for this is the
ldst paragraph of her interesting article:
86 let us leave Hodge to bis troubles.
We are not: likely at ‘present fo improve
him_ by advice or rebuke, or by any -effort
that we may make on his behalf.”

THE STRICKEN STATESMAN.

Men of all parties, in every part of Cana-
da, are grieved to hear that the Hon. Alex-
ander Mackenzie is on his death bed. There
are few men in this Dominion ‘so genex‘nﬂy
and so highly esteemed as he. Both in pri-
vate and in pnblic life,'be has acted in such
a way as to win the respect of Canadians of
all classes.” Ha has been for many years a
greatly affiioted man. ‘The heroic pstmnoe
with whioh he has borne his troubles is not
1less to be admired than the abjlity and the
courage which enabled hiid, in ‘the face: of
many :obstacles, to attain & place in the |
front unk of the publio men of the Do- |

BN
s g

dition. Theydomtgonom]d;uto._“
promise him “‘three acres und a cow,” bub |

when thepreuncnmon closes, - tha Hom
will be: dilmlveh “There is
this, bntn.oonvwﬁ that is so’ ganorpli&
always "based upon ‘good grounds, and is
nkelytoturnomwﬁema. , il

The' Government has_ s fair record to
abow Its messures have been good and
haye : been tpptaved by ' the' nation, its
finances are in & #onad condition and jts
£oteip policy has extorbed praise even from
its opponents. But therp isa fealmg of un-
rest in the nation, ‘and an uppeal to the
country, before the "year expires, um)eus to
be inevitable, ' .

two new leaders, both ' young men and both
men of much more than average ability.

‘leader, both of the House.and his party,
‘and Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, in spite of bis
radical proclivities will be sure to recom-
mend himself to the Liberal-Unionists.
+On the other side of the House the
Liberals are yed under the leadership
of Gluistone,ﬁmt. the- Home  ‘Rulers. are
divided into two sections, one under Mr.
Justin MeCarthy, and 'the ‘other under
Redmond, we presume It is by no means
likely that the Parnellites will work
cordially with the Liberals, Many of them
hate Gladstone .and will be glad if they can
ﬁndmopportnmtytodohxm mdhiapsrty
an injury.

There is no dwulon in the Government
ranks. All, Government and Liberal,
Unionists, stand shoulder to shoulder both
in the Parlianyent and in the country. The
indications are that when they go to the
country, whether it is this year or next,
they will goas a united body prepared to
do battle for the integrity of the Empire.

" WANTED, 4 HEAD E’NGINE’ER.

We trust that the City Councll when re-
vising thie list of Corporation officials; will
make room for a head engineer. Cutting.
down the salaries of the engineers now in

_ | the service of'the Corporation will be found
putbing them in his pocket before he hands |

to be no reform. The few hundred dollars
saved willbe of very httlg :dvanhge to the |

citizens, while the way in which the work
is done will riot'be in ‘the least . improved.
Whas is wanted is a man of ability, skill
and experience, to have. the du-ocuou and,
‘oversight ofall the engineering work: of the
eity!” A properly ‘qualified ‘man would, it
ia true, réquire to be’ paid  well, but "he
‘would soon save to.the cltuem his salary
many times overs He would see that the’
mioney of the taxpayers was not misapplied.
The appropriations for the different services
would be expended to the” best ndvmtnnge.
More work would be done than under the
 present system, and it would be better done.
Blundering and mmman&gement are, besides
being most unsatisfactory and aggravating,
exceedingly costly. - Under a first class
engineér there would be: neither blundering
nor mismanagement. ~ The ¢citizens would
get. the worth of their' moneyy and the
result of skilful management would ‘be seen
immediately.

The employment of an able and energetic
engineer would lead to many other reforms
which ' are greatly needed. . The City
Council should not ‘allow themselves to be
scared by a large salary. A good man in]
any depa.rtment of akilled work is worth
his wages. The Council and its Committees
want 8 man competent to’ advise them on
all matters relating to engineering — a
man. on  whose  professsonal ' advice
they conld p!;co implicit  reliance.
“With such an engineer: to'advise them, com-
mittegs would not be workingin the dark,
laying out money without being at all sure
‘whether the result would be in any way
commensurate with the expense.

"Every éne knows that a' great deal of
money has been spent on city work, and

the condition of our streets, cur sidewalks,
our sanitary arrangements, our water ser-

hood to say that the. citizens have had the
worth of the money expemded in these
services? This unsatisfactory state of
things has been caused, principaily, by the
wanb of proper and competent supervision.
There are good men in the City’s employ,
but they want better dlree’slon. ‘6 s, we
hold, the ' very worst kind of economy to:
keep going on as'we have goneon of late
years. Let the City have a competent
Chief Engineer and mdney—p grest deal of
money —will be saved.

A MISTAKEN OPINI_'bN.

William Howard, ia the Philadelphia
Preas, 8ay8 :

“Commercial reclprocxty with the Cana-
dians will not be desirable while they a are
subjects of Great Britain. Until the;
mdependent, ‘or until they enter our nion
all treaties in which they are psrticuhrly
soncerned, must be made with the Gowvern-
ment of Great Bnum, 'biuh has always re-
mained inimical to ws.”

Here is another Amierican who makes an-
nexation, or what his countrymen regard as/|
virtually the same $hing, independence, 8s
an indispensable condition of rqﬁproaty in
trade with Canada. If
a mistake about this, it is’ his own fanit.
'l‘hom mutbo blind\wh does " not ‘see

The Government side of the Houn ha.l :

Mr. Balfour “will no_doubt_be a suocessful |

who is satisfied with the results? What is |-

vice ? Is there anyone who has the hardi- |’

t and then we will trade w

%

d- tites they still
of supplication. We
th atter of rec

: Mby the Americans have. beoom‘ ome exdomig

from which we' have quot’ad shows’ wry
clearly that he is very far from understand-
ing the relation that exists between Great
Britain and her colonies. - He depicts Gguc
Britain as a rapacions and tyrannical mas-
ter, whereas she.is the most ‘generous; the
most considerate and the most indulgent of
‘parents. ' Those 'Americans’ who believe
that Canadians ure tired of British connec-
tion, and are ready to sell tl)pfr allegiance for
trade ‘advantages . make a very gross and
exceedingly spupid blunder. -
—-‘———.&——-—-

A4 GOLGNY GHECKED.

1t is usual for Gmﬁ Britain to give her
colonies all the self-government they want.
She has left off dictating to them and trying |
to govern them from Downing. ‘stredt, and |
the results have boen ‘most’ encouraging.
The colonies are better governed than they
used to be under the Downing street
regime, and they are at the same time more
deeply attached to the mother country.
The occasions of disagreement between
Great Britain and her colonies” being very
much fewer than they used to be, they get
on much more pleasantly together.

But theé mother ‘country now and then
checks a colony and refuses to give if all
the privileges it agks for! She has done so
with the Colony of Natal and some of its
inhabitants are ‘exceedingly ‘indignant.
They asked for responsible  government but
the Downing street. l\yhgntlec have caused
the measure which .havigoal legislature
passed to establish 'i“ 0 badisallowed. The
bill provides only, for . #ingle Chamber.
The Colonial Minister thinks that there
‘ought; to' be two Chambers. - He does. not
seem to think it of imuch = importance
"whether the Upper 'Ht':,uh is elective or
nominative, but he is decidedly of opinion
*thnt in Natal there should be some check
to thepopuhr brmch of the Legilature.
There is something  behind thn .conatitu-
-ional objection which,: to Clm&mns, -does
not seem to be very formidable.

© The position of Natal is exceptional.
Thare are mthm .its bounds some 45,000
white people, and, if -they were the only
inhabitants of the'eolon!, it is more than
| probable ‘that Lord Kbutsford would let
ﬂmlgovem}ﬁeu}elyeu in the way they
 liked best, - :Buti;there are. beoxdes _these
forty- ﬁire thousand; who ' are presumably
it fo govern' ﬁxaﬁselu!; Some half a million
.of natives, very few of whom are fit to vote.

he places these half & million  of . blacks
almost completel at the mercy of the small
white minority. ‘And we are not.ab all sur-
prised to find that he does se. . The proba:
bility is that, if complete supremacy were
given to the representatives’ of the forty-
five thomsand Europeam, they would play
guch fantastic tricks with the “nigger” pop-
ulation as would make the Home authorities.
most uneasy. y

There is a suspicion in Enghnd that the
Europeans living'in Natal are not at all
too well gnalified to govern; 1ves, and
there is & -party in . the: . itself that
makes no bones about saying so clearly and
plainly, *The members of thi party ‘‘de-
clare that the white populatmn of the

.colony does not-contain a sufficient number

of ablé men in a position to devote their

time and attention to public affairs to form

both a Government and an Opposition.”

And it is mere than probable ‘that there is

too much truth in what theysay. -

The | hal%:g “million : of semi-barbarous
‘the. question of respon-

the. Natalians might
t' € rimnnt of self-

, m" of it generally,
!y ;nﬂ'erers. In fact
nnplquant-uswhmh

hﬂf-Mlmn of unenfranchised blacks and
‘whitey-browns. suffer the” comsegmences of
their ignorance; their perversify, or their
unfairness. We are consequently not sur-

‘prised that thie Emperial  Govermment hesi-

tates re it hands! them over to the ten-
der mer of toe whxte coloms&l.

BLAIAE WITHDRAWS. |

The mthdrawal of Mz Blaine simphﬁes
matters in the United Séates considerably.
It was awhward to have the President and
his Seeretary of State as rivals for the Re-
publican nomination, particularly as' the
Secretary was’ palpably the faverite with
the party. As long as that relation existed
between thc,liud of the Executive and the
leading member of huOAbma;,‘is was hardly
to be expected that the Administration
would get along very smoothly, In point
of fact, there are jndications that it did not.,
It is 5 great deal njore than suspecked thai
the President and the Secretary of State
did not agree as to how . thie Chilian nego-
tiations should be conducted, and” it 18 be-
lieved ‘in some quarters that they do not
see eye’ wwyo when' the subject of: reci-
procity comes tpba.oouidm'ed. Of course
these are all matters of conjecture, for Hoth

’ thng‘n_'_gddmtud the: Secrectary.are much |

’

A

t ﬁl&iuehouhoithgwﬂ 1
ish hopes of getting the noqtmwn.

Nothing seems to be known about the
mission of the Hons. Thompson, Bowell and
Foster to~ Washington, except that it is
connected in 'Some way with the question of
reciprocity in trade between Canada and
the United States.. The honor of Canada.is
safe in the:hands of these gentlemen. They
will neither sdy nor do anything that will
be calculated to lower Canadians in their
own esteem or in the esteem of their neigh-
While they will be prepared to meet
any reasonable proposition tor reciprocity
more than half way, their fellow-country- e
men may feel assured that they will make| Ve are sorry that our New Westminster,
no concessions to the Upited States that
will be unwonthy of self-respecting Cana-
dians and loyal subjects.of Queen Victoria.. to get the Provincial Government to guar-
We have only to consider the antecedents|abtee the debts of the .municipalities of the
of the Ministers to be sure of this.

But they have a difficnlt task to perform: eminently reasonable and business-like. ‘It
The attitude agsumed by the Liberal Party|88Y8:
of Canada towards the United States, and | ¢‘ The province can borrow money at 3%
the utterances of its leading men on the sub- per cent., while the municipalities have to
jeot of unrestricted reciprocity, have. made
it hard for members of the present Govern- | debentures, undér proper restrictions, the
ment to treat with the United States|Government,without the sacrifice of a single
authorities on reciprocity, or any other
subjéct connected “with the commercial re-
lations between the two couptries. 'The|is not the benefit all round a most apparent
Americans have been led to believe that|®nd appreciable one?”
there is a powerful -party in this country The *“if ” with which this sentence be-
l-which ' is ~hungering ‘and thirsting for ging is the very inconvenient word which
Qﬁmlu}g L&}, tnde with the United States, upoila any numntber of fine-sounding theories,
p,na that “they 'have nething to do but addywe fear that-it cannot. be. got rid of in
-wait long enough and o squeeze Canads this proposal -to compel the Provincial Gov-
hatd enough to compel its Government, to | erument to shoulder the debts of the muni-

accede to any ienm they may see fit to | cipalities. . The eredit of the provinece is.
His lordship very. n&tumny hesitates before p

LOSBT SIGHT OF.

It seems to be forgotten by some of those
who discuss' the “question of an enquiry
relating to matters connected with the. can-
celling of the certificate.of the Principal of
the Victoria High Scheel, that the Latin
papers about which so much has been said

and written, have already been produced by
the Department of Edueation, and submit- ;
ted to experts for examination and criti-| = We said, on Sunday, that the Japanese
cism. Almost as soon as the accuracy -of | are a clever people, and that @hey show a
the marking was called in question, thegreas aptitude for political. wosk of all
papers were submitted to Mr. -Anderson, | kinds. Here is a sample of their party
Mr. Wilson, Inspecter of Schools, and - the| literature, which, with very little change,
These | wonld apply to the politioal 'situation in
gentlemen, whose eompetency no one will| this province. Itis headed, ‘‘A Political
seriously call in question, examined the Parable. It appeared in an ‘independent| .
papers carefully, and the conclusions “to [journalcalled the'Suntetsu :
ﬁjhieh they came regarding them have been ¢ Ou the morning of the 12th, when.the
publishedi Their decisions are as nearly fields and roads were- whitened with snow,
alike as those of i

Venerable Archdeacon Scriven.

7 We dommn' tﬂattho;eit&fﬁr
minded man in the province ‘who wonld
‘lﬁriollﬂy question - the Rev. Mr. Scriven’s

3 Mpmmdntmdpopuhrm, ‘now that deouionmﬁrgpr& to the markings. To
g go-on discussing the-question as if. that de-
cision had not. been given is more than we
may not'pull wires to accomplish that pur-|can” comprehend, Will the Hon. Mr.
égdhugh have received | pose. ‘Mr. Harrison is not yet renominnhd Beaven,, who m‘h 'be’ peculiarly scepti-

by sny means, thongh the probabllities are | calin this matter, venture to say that the
at ‘present that he will be.

* Doeés the retimmt. of Mr. B!Aine lul@ papers is unwerthy of 'his consideration ?
the changes of the. e&nﬂlduﬁe of the Repub- | In a question of that kind will he take upon
¢ | lican Party being elected after he is~ nom-: | himself to pronounce what the Archdeacon
inltod t There are those who believe that | says is fairly accurate to be’ grossly inaccur-
Blaine is popular,-and he is mag-|ate? And how many. gentlemen in the
netie, It iseasy to get up a hnmh for. the |Legislative Assembly are better qualified to
Plumed nght.  But  Mr. Ha.rriaon, al- | judge the value of a Latin. paper than the
though he is thought well of by the Bepub Leader of the Oppositien ?
licans, can hardly be said to be popular. He| Surely there isno onein the House so
is not the kind of politician that party men | absurdly unreasonable as to desire to make
are ready to shout for and to fight for, | a committee of its membersa tribanal to
through thick and thin. The Republicans | decide whether the methods of instruction
who vote for Harrison will work for their | and examination practised in the High
party and its policy, rather than' for the|Schoolare those best calculated to proniote
man. = Thisis & drawback. = Tbappears that | the advancement of the pupils. It would
the Democraty are glad that they have not ta.ke a committee of educational experts to
Blaing to contend againat, and they believe | consider such a question, and even then
it will be easier to beat Mr. Harrison - than | there would be very little chance of their
to defeat 5o popular a man, and so deter- oommg to anythh:g like a unanimous de-
mmed and so lkxlliul a fighter as J. G.| cision.

Archdeacon’s verdiet with respect to those

When the High School quest,ion is being

THE MISSION TO WASHINGTON. discussed in the Legislature or anywhere’

else, this fact should not be lost sight of for
& moment; the Latin papers, about the
marking of \which so much has been said,
have not only been produced by the Depart-
ment of Education, but have been submit-
ted to  the examination of men who may
fairly be allowed to be ‘experts in work of
‘that kind. The Rev. Mr. Scriven and Mr.,
Anderson have for some time been the ex-
aminers of candidates for teachers’ certifi-
cates, and “Mr. Wilson is the Inspector of
Schools.

e .

NOT “STRAIGHT BUSINESS.”

province, . It looks upon the scheme as

‘pay 8, or at least 5. 1f, therefore, by
guaranteeing the interest on the mumclp&l

cent from the Provincial Treasury, save the
municipalitiés and the country nearly half
the amount otherwise paid out in interest,

now good, and it can get money at s low

. The (‘snﬂdum eCommissioners, however, | rate of interest because its Goyernment is
are in a position -to prove to the Americans | Pradent/ minds its own business and takes
that: this view of*the attitude of Canada is good care to contract no greater obligations
altogether erroncous, that the general clec. | than it~ can easily meet. ~ But we
tion which took place: last March, and the|[Beed = not _tell . our _°contemporary
bye-elections that ave now in progress, have | that c¢redit is exceedingly delicate and
shown that there are saerifices that, Cana- |Sepsitive. Ifit were known in the English
dians’ are’ nou prepared to make to gain|money market that- the Government of
any form of reciprocity. They can without | British . Columbia had undertaken to|;
any offensive self-assertion show the United | Suarantee the bonds of all  the muaicipal.
States Government that they go to VWash. | ities already existing in the province, and
ington as self-respecting neighbors prepared all that may hereafter be established, is it
to discuss reciprocity in trade or any other likely that its credit would stand as high as
question as the equals of those whom they | it doesmow ? The probability is that, in-
meet, and who are prepared to giveand|stead of being able to borrow money at
take, but who are not to be considered ‘as three and a half per cent., or even a' lower
suppliants, begging for fayors for which | rate, its securities would not be looked at
theyf can ' give no adequate return. We
candidly confess that we do not expect that | character for recklessness that would, from
the mission of the three Cabinet Ministers | & financial point of view, do i a great deal
to Washington will be produetive of any of harm.
substantial benefit_ co. the Dominion.

by the British  investor. 1t would geta

The| The homely maxim, ‘‘Let every tubstand
policy of the Liberals has made that the|on its own bottom,” is a favorite one with
next thing to impossible, but if they con- John Bull, but it is one which, we are sorry
vince the Governmens of the United States | to see, is going out of fashion on this side of
that Canadians respect themselves, and are | the Atlantic. People are getting into the
not ‘disposed to de anything unworthy.|habit of applying to the Government to help
of & self-reliant people and loyal subjepts|them.in nearly all eaterprises, and. to get
to the Queen, to ebtain from them trade | them out of almost every difficalty.

favors, they will do those whom thay repre- " Municipalities should be very careful how
sent good service.. -

they go into debt. If they are ‘prudent,

*| they will be able to . borrow money on ad-

vantageous terms—gquite as advantageous as
‘the Government would it it went into the
business of guaranteeing the debts of the
munieipalities—and it will do them good to
‘be made to-feel that it-is impossible to shift
the respbnsibility of their debts on to the
shoulders of the Govefnment of the province.

o A POLITICAL PARABLE.

a band of small boys set themselves to mike

'. w’”ﬁk bbput Mlm do-

. P S{a snow man. .On surveying their work,
could be expected to be, and none of them | however, they found thas. its proportions

sustain the charges Preferred by Mr. Mo-| were anything but PQl'fGG% 80 they broke l}

contemporary does not approve of what we
said with respect to Mr. Brown’s 'proposal

WAQ.H%8 IN RUSSIA.

- We, the other da¥, showed our reader,
on what low wages ‘the English farm
Iaborer is compelled o~ dive and to raise ,
family. . Phe remuneation he gets for his
Iabor is pitifully small, bwb. it is afffuence
compared with the pay whih .the Russian
peasant receives. Hodge gan ten shillings
& week, which is eked out by the earnings
of hi§ wife and ‘those of his ehildren who
are old enough to work ; the wages of the
poorest Russian Peasant, accordimg to Count,
Tolstoi, finctuate between 50 and 7 roubleg
ayear. . The silver rouble has & value of
sixty cents. .. This gives the unfovtunate
laborer between thirty and forsy-two
dollars a year. ‘ Well-to-do famitses,”
according to our authority, ¢ dispose of a
sum VN'YUIE from 70 to 300 roubles, and' an
average of 100 to 120.”

Frow this.it wonld appear that in Russia
theé farm laborer who earns $60 or $72 a
year is looked upon as well off, and when
.by the <combined exertions of his whole
family the income is $180 a year he con-
siders himself, and is no doubt considered
by . his neighbors, prosperons. Count
Tolstoi says in explanation, *“ An increase
in energy means an increase of income by
50 per cent, and  earelessress will reduce it
by 50 or 60 per cent.; while a little more
thrift l¢gssens and extra genmerosity swells
the outlay to 50 or 70 per cent. above'the
average.”

It is easy to ses fhat in a country
where wages are 80 very low a comparatively
small “increase in the price of food
will cause much suffering; and, when it
mounts up to famine prices, the people
must starve or depend. upon charity for the
means of subsistence. ~ THat there is much
suffering in Russia at* this moment, there
can be no doubt at all, but how to relieve it
judiciously and effectively seems to bea
problem of very great difficulty. Count
Tolstoi in one of ' his' letters to the London
Telegraph, says :

* What is wanted. in order to fix the
degree of distress, and the "amount of help
needed, are - not lists and. statissics, but a
soothnayer capable of Hredlctmg, who,
among the sufferers, will survive and re-
main stroog and / he&lthy s who will live in
harmony with their famulies ; who will seek
and find work ; and which of them will re-
main sober and provident. As there is un-
fort.una.tely no such soothsayer in Russia,
just now, we must abanddn all hope of ob-
taining this precious information.”

And again:

“The problem of distribution seems very
easy in-theory, not more difficult than a
simple sum in proportion. But me sooner
have we begun to apply our rules to living
men and womets; surrounded by solid real-
ities and ever changing conditions, than we
realize that the difficulties in our way are
enormous. -Make'the experiment of distrib-
uting money to the poor of the city, and
note what happens.”

The writer is on the spot, and is engaged
in the work of distribution, and he feel-
ingly realizes the difficulty of administer-
ing relief to those only who ‘are neeessitous.
The attempts that are made tg/impose upon
the | charitable: ‘are very many, and. they
rare ‘mostingenidus: - -Russia . seems  to
have mote than m share of /impostors -and
thieves. But it ‘goes without saying that
the number in Russia that need relief, and
need it at once, is very great, indeed.

BEET-ROOT SUGAR.

The Council of the Board of Trade has
directed its attention to the subject of the
manufacture'of sugar from the beet root in
this ‘province. It has been proved that
sugar beet of excellent quality ean be raised
in British Columbia. This is a conelusion
that intelligent men might arrive at before
the experiment of beet raising was made.
Both the climate' and the soil of the pro-
vince are better adapted to the growth of
the beet than those of France and Germany,
where the. manufacture of beet root sugar
is now an established industry. If a factory
were established in an agricultural district,
and the farmers were sure of a good price
for the ‘beets, almost any quantity of them
would be raised. But labor is dear in this
province, and the farmers are used to get-

ting good prices for what they have to sell.

Phe question with the manufacturer there-
fore would be ‘‘can I afford to pay such a
price for the beet root as will mske it
worth the farmer’s while to raise it in large
quantities?”’ In these days, when sugar is
so cheap, this is a question that requires
serious congideration and glose calculation.
It seems tp us that this is the only difficulty
that stands in the way of adding the manu-
facture of beet-root sugar to the industries
of the province. Beets of the first quality
can be had here in any quantity: can the
sugar when it is made be sold . for & price
high enough to compensate both the farmer
and the manufacturer? This is the problem
to be solved und we should say that to ex-
perts its solution weuld not be difficulé.

NO SECOND CHANCE.

IFERRY'S
SEEDS

"have made and kept Ferry’s Seed Businessy
the largest in the world—Merit Tells,
Ferry’s Seed Annual for 1892

tells the ‘whole Seed story—Sent free for the
asking. Don’t sow Seeds till you get it.

D.M.FERRY & CO.Windsor.Ont.

jals-w-13t

up and began to rebuild Their i
venture gave even less smnfacmm than the

The 0“1““““0“ °f the papers by the|firgt, and wearily they: persuaded them-
three gentlemen we have named is  con-|selves to. make another essay. But their
veniently ignored by many of those who|bands had, in the. meantime, Become be-
discuss the subject. They proceed upon numbed; their feet were cold, and they were
the mmptmn that the Council of Instruc-
tion bas tefused to produce these. Latin|small boys are the
papers, or to let. umn be seen by any one. figure is the Diet—the rést is easy.”
This ldnot ‘an honut wny of “dealing with{

chilled By the cold wind that blew, so that
they had to give up their attempt. The
tion; the snow

The. fhree - witnesses, who | Nanaimo for San Francisco, passed down
hgn given thah- testimony as to the nature | this evening, :

g

Steamer ‘Wellington, coal laden, from {aeen

NOTICE is- hereby glven that 60 days after
date I infend to apgvy to the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands orks to purchase 160
acres of land, more or less, sitnated in Renfrew
District, and bounded as follows: Commencing
atastake on the north east cormer of section
17, thence running in a southerly direction 43
chains to the spake marking the south east
corner ot said section, thence easterly 40 chains
‘more or less, to a stake on the west boundary
of section 36, thence northerly to the coast,
thence westerly to plaoe of commiencement,
‘oll the coast. Copies of this notice have

in accordance with the Land Act.
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