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1 ‘l gome years. He has drawn large sums

: : lnery on the farm; he has robbed the
1

; z o disgorge the money he has obtain-

{3
Al

il dened Rimselr:

i ilins’ guilt.

B 12id befors me dn black and: 113

&

t:gue with' himself, but came %o 1o’
4

through with his ‘business until the
day after the picuic, and when he
‘feached bome be wes fooking worn
and troubled.

Almost the frst thing he did was

aiid when they were alode he unbur-

#Muarcid, what is your opimion ot
ollifis, my trosted steward™ he de-
panded. A
"My opinion of Collins? What an
i extraordinary  question, BEdward!®
B erted Lady Marcia, “Cellins had ha@
§ the management of the estate since-we
we children. No one has ever
i questioned him!”
“Marcia, 1 am greatly troubled; ‘I
i have a most painful duty to perform.
I have to guestion the steward's Hon=
h lesty. My lawyers have had oharge
i; of the accounts, as yOUu are AWwWare,
5‘, and they have suspected Collins for

ﬂ of money for the erection of new cot=
ages—rfor repairs—for modern mach-

tanmts, he has falgified his accounts
% n every conceivable way. This has
i¥been going on for years, and I'am the
caule of it. ~The man has felt sal'e‘
lhe has had no master. The lawyers
ave employed a detective, and I am
in possession of every proof of Col-
He has enriched mm‘selt
[at my expense, and  the blow Talls
theavily upon me.” - e
“I can scarcely believe dt,” Lady
Maceia said.
« “It is only too true; I could not be-
lieve it myself,- until evernhin;

'he lawyers wanted me to instltuto
criminal proceedings forthwith, but
1 cannot do that. These men are like
ibutchers; they have no-heart orifegl
ling. They think that he canbe made’

ed by fraud; but it is my fault, and I
1w111 suffer the loss.”
He paced the room in zrent agita-

“Marcia, T cannot réét until this at-
fair has been dealt %ith. I must sece
;Collins here at seven o’clock, and I
‘want you to be present. You have re-

§ presented me for so many years that
;l want your support now. Let one of
he servants find Collins, with in-
tructions to be here at seven. Until
then I will rest; I am complettly un-
nerved.”

“I will see that he is here, Edwa
naid Lady Marcia. “I hope that he
will be able to clear himself, bw—"#

“It is absolutely impessible!” the

¥ earl interrupted, sadly, and Lady Mar-

My lord could not tell 'why he wag
po nervous and upset. He tried to

sfactory conclusion.
| “It 1s the shock” he thought, “the
(shock wx finding that one’s most trust-

od servant is a scoundrel. ‘Collins Is
an old man, comparatively; he ls

“ﬁtty years of age, and ‘has held & posi-
fion of trust for thirty years. He
must:have been a young man when
my father placed so much power fn-
fhis hands; he must have had ‘unex-:
peptional references.”

" He passed his hand through _his:

{pair, and remembered .- that - Collins

V, dnwhichthoeontullibnrymfro—
& qumr m-nuomd When the defend-

to send.for his sister, Lady Marcis,

{{‘My- child would have ‘-knewn

2 my household, and I will tell Marcia

4 and spcclom. and filled with cunning
- | nooks, cupbdards and sliding panels.
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benefit.

—aids appetite and digestion. ;
Cleanses mouth and teeth.

A great boon to smokers,
relieving hot, dry mouth, -

Combines pleasure and

‘Don’t miss: the joy of the
new NIP§—the candy-coated
peppermint tid bit!

Chew it after every meal.

Trade Supplied by MEEHAN & CO, St. Jonn®, Nfid.

had always bgen a mystericuu mdm-
dual, a-man ¢ strong personamx, who
had always avoided the presm mlf
It seemed to him that the M
brightness of the future that had
opened 't¢/ himlalfew 8ayyaince was
fading awity like“a: baseless vision.

“Why -did ‘T retiurn?  he muttered,
his eyes filled with anguish. “With
that ‘temory. haunting me ' liké a
ghoul that feeds upon  the ' living!
Why could I not have died abroad?
little
sorrow then; but I believe that she
cares for me now. Have I oniy confe
come back surrounded by an atmos-
phere of misery? ’And is thie trouble
with Collins merely the precursor of
man’s griefs for those who are dear
to me?” Then he straightened him-
self, with an angry gesture of self-
contempt, adding: “I'm a coward. My
duty is here—my place at the head of

all, even df she hate me for it. Per-
haps, then, the past will not haunt
me. S0 remorselessly.”

He rested for several hours; then
dressed for dinner. He ate little, and
Gladys did not trouble him with her
chatter; for Lady Marcia had  told
her of some trouble with the steward,
which had caused them both surprise
and grief.

At seven o'clock the earl and Lady
Marcia left ‘the' dining-room for the
central Ilbrary, where , the business
books of the. estate were kept, . and
where buxinou consultations had.
been held concerning =all that apper-
tained to the Swinford estates for
nearly three centurles This  was
one of the few onithul roomu of the
first abbey, bundlnu. It was lofty

contained
many interesting and curious notes,

wo morwvm'ea

abbey. ;

The steward did not keep my lord
waiting; within a few minutes of
ueven he was announced, and entered
the library, with .a quick firm step.
He' bowed to Lady Marcia, ‘and, whils
v'velcoming the earl, glanced keenly at
him ¢

“I have not-been able to see you be-
fore;:‘my lord,” he observed. . “Your
return home was -quite unexpected,
and I was dn Cornwall until this morn-
ing, arranging about the purchase of
half-a-dozen draught horses of unex-
ceptional breed.”

The earl did not-believe ome word
of this, and he motioned the steward
to be seated.

As Collins crossed the room, the
earl could not help noticing his air
of hauteur and defiance. -Collins was i

nothing like ,one's preconceived ldea;
of a gentleman’s steward. He was a
portly, handsome man of distinguish-
ed appearance, He was-a gentleman i
both in manner and speech, and might '
have been taken for the earl’s elder!
brother. No one would have guessed
that he was the lord’s inferior in birth
and education, much less his servant.

“I suppose that it is your wish, my.
lord, to go through my accounts?
The attorneys have been regularly
supplied with copies, and the boolm:l
are at your disposal any time after
to-morrow.”

“I desire to speak with you con-
cerning the accounts, Collins,” began
the .earl, stifly, “and request you to
deliver up your 'booka at once—"

“It appears that this may be a pain-
ful interview,” sneered the steward,
“and I suggest, my lord, that ley'
Marcia’s presence \is not mnecessary.”

‘Lord Howard was astonished b1 |

thé audacity of Mr. Collins, and again 1 :
that nervous dread crept over him. - [}

"Co_nlu . continued the earl, cnld- .
Iy, “I hnvo no deaire t6 prolong thiu :
nmm«v. I have lent for you to let’ 2
m Mtwyour eu.rootormett

my Torar”.

Boys’ Blouses.

In fancy stripes; to fit from

Children’s Whﬂe Coats %

These splendid White Cash-
mere Coats are worth $4.50,
and they are just whnt baby

Our Price, $1.98

Ladies’ Blouses.
Ladies’ White Voile Blouses,
all nicely embroidered.

Men’s
Blue Work Shirts.

Blue Chambray Shirts, well
made; just what the - laborer
needs.

Each, 99c.

6t015years

Eacl:,9&:.

<

i radge of sizes.

Thls isa spleﬂd:d chance to save money on all ‘8 imme ftﬁl

|we have - reduced practically everything
Pnced at reductlons of half and more. -

|

HOLlDAY DRESSES.

-all new

goods-x--a

To fit from 1 to 6 years; made of Gingham with yoke. :

Each o ol ln. 8l vl W uite » (oi0] (4 & i® U lo Slew s, AL & 6 i . i .q:

MIDDY DRESSES,

.

}
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To fit from 10 to 14 years; made of White trimmed with

Blue.

‘ 2
Each “ejfeal @4jieueoiael Welle sffen|[Wuile o ool nuilenile .‘8&” 2

LIGHT GINGHAM DRESSES

To fit from 2 to 4 years; nicely trlmmed
EaCh voifledideo o 'se. v al’e e l.]‘.. e -.‘ ®éwellse [’u-’lozs
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Rompers
FOR THE LITTLE ONE.

Come in and see them; if you
do you’ll be sure to have a cou-

ple
Each, 98c.

Straw Bonnets.
Children’s White Straw Bon-

nets.
; Each; 15c¢.

i Baby’s Oil Cloth Bibs.

Nicely bound-in white tape.

Eacll 10c. & 12c.

Palmolive Soap.
Per Cake, 17¢.

Dressing Combs.
Of a good strong quality.

Each, 29¢. & 39c.

Scrim:
White, Cream and Ecru.

Boys chker Hose.

In Brown Heather; to fit from
8 to 15 years.

#

Clothes Pins.

Clothes Brushes.

Great .value.

Each, 25¢c.

|Artificial Flowers.

: Large and small sizes.

Each, 19c. to 98c.

|Shoe Brushes.

Here's a bargain.

Each, 25c.

Oil Cloth.

_ In light and dark patterns.

Tooth Paste.
« Per Tube, 15c:

A

9

With plain and ¢olored edges,

Per Yard, 13c. to 24c.

Per Pair, 75¢c. .
*iferent shapes and sizes.

Per doz., 15¢.

Per Yard, zﬂc;' & 49c.

Baby’s Silk Bonnets.

Of a splendid silk, nicely lined,
beautifully trimmed; many dif-

Each, $1.98

Ladies’ White Silk
Elbow Gloves.

Gloves, with 8 buttons at wrist.

In Green, Fawn, Helio, Blue]

and Pink. 3
Per Yard, 19¢.

Toilet Paper, |
' 3 Rolls for 25c.

Serge.

| 1in Grey, Cream, White, Red,

Brown and Navy.

Ladies’ White Silk  Elbow}

Per Pair, $2.20|

~

Childre s Socks.

In Pmk. Blue and Brown.

~ Per Pan', 29c. & 35¢.
Veiling

4 folds; a good strong and yet
a dainty material ; just what the
children need in a few weeks’
[time for confirmation.

Per Yard, 98c¢.
Turkish Towels.

A splendid White Turkish
Towel for only 5
39¢c.

Voiles.

In 1ights snd' dark colors, plain
and fancy figures.

Per Yard, 34¢c. & 35¢.

Hearth Brooms.
Each, 29c.

Bathing Suits.

For Men, Women and Child-
ren.

Men’s .o «¢ oo ..$1.90 each
Women’s .. .. ..$1.79 each
Boys’ & Girls’ .... 79¢c. each

Boys’ Bathing Pants,49¢c. each

Ladies’ mute Shoes
WhlterCanvas Shoes w1th
m htary heels; all sizes.

|ivory Soap.
Per Cake, Oc.

-

3

Artsyl Rope Silk.

All sizes.

- Per Shp,

Cloth. -

In Fawn, Grey, Blue, Brown|
and Green, suitable. for ladies’

v _.;»Per Pai arr, 32-49 x

Ladies’ Underskirts.

Of White Nainsook, with
g;l_?t frill and embroidery at
il.

Panama Hats.

To fit from 6 to 13 years; a
splendid Cream Panama Hat,
turned up 4ll around, trimmed
with a nice wide . silk ribbon

to match. .
For only 98¢c.

. |Ladies’ sailor Hats.

Wlth wide and narrow leaf;

«4:olors Brown and White, Red

and’ White, Black, Black and

J%ﬁ; ygh,te, Black and Yellow.

Each $1.98

sport eoats and suits.
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