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TRENCHES RECAPTURED.

PARIS, March 8.

In Champagne the French have re-
captufed portions of the trenches
lost on March 6th, according to a
semi-official announcement made here
to-day. The situation north of Ver-
dun is unchanged. No infantry at-
tacks were made last night, Lut ar-
tillery fighting continues.

THE FIGHTING AROUND VERDUN.

PARIS, March 8.

The French, by a strong counter-
attack, succeeded to-day in driving
the Germans from the greater part of
Corbeau Wood, which they occupied
yesterday. According to an offieial
statement to-night, the Germans now
hold only the eastern extremity of
this wood. The Germans, however,
have re-occupied Hardamount re-
doubt. Douaumont, to the north of
Verdun, is again being heavily bom-
bharded.

LORD FISHER ATTENDS WAR
<COUNCIL.
LONDON, March 8.

For the first time since he left the
Admiralty, Lord Fisher, to-day, at-
tended a full meeting of the War
Council, presided over by Premier
Asgquith. It is understood thai Lord
Fisher was invited to join the War
Council temporarily, to give his ad-
viece on important matters in regard
to which his experience would be
useful. It is not believed to be likely
that he will return to the Admiralty

£S a permanent member. /

CHURCHILI’S SPEECH COMMENT-
. ED ON.

LONDON, March 8.
,f"h urchill’s speech in the Commons
vesterday, is the subject of many col-
umns of comment in the London
morning papers. His speech aroused
many divergent views, and opens up
old wounds. The attitude of most of
the editors is that of outspoken  dis-
approval. The Times says: “The
episode will be remembered more for
Colonel Churchill’'s warning on the
score of naval material, than for his
recommendation for the return of
Lord Fisher. We regret that Lord
Fisher’s name should have been rais-
ed in a manner which is bound to
provoke personal controversy. This
is no time for allowing personal likes
and dislikes to sway in the choice of
men.” The Daily News says: “We
are not sure that Lord Fisher has not

reason to wish to be saved from his |

friends, We do unot like to see his
claims associated with a shadowy
criticism of the Admiralty and an at-
tack on the Government.” The Stan-
dard says: “It is doubtful whether
the interests of the Navy are best
served by the advocacy, of an ap-
pointment in so public and dramatic
a fashion.” The Morning Post says:
“It will need more than vindicative
insinuations of Churchill to disturb
the nation’s faith in the Navy. Col.
Churchill, who is mianly responsible
for the disastrous Dardanelles expe-
dition, has amazing effrontery to re-
turn -to the House of Commons, and
offer gratuitous advice to the Admir-
alty.”

BRALFOUR REPLIES TO CHURCHILL

LONDON, March 8.

Speaking in the Commons to-day on
the Navy estimates, Mr. Balfour said
that the speech made yesterday by
Col. Churchill, his predecessor in
office, was unfortunate in form and
substance; it was calculated, he
said, to arouse doubts and misgivings
about the fleet, and the energy of the
present Admiralty Board in dealing
with national necessities. Balfour de-
nied that there had been any breach
of ,continuity between the present
board and its predecessor. Regard-
ing shortage of labor, he said, the
Government was doing all possible
to alleviate it, if not to completely

.remedy it. Referring to Churchill’s

explanation, his mind had become
clearer since he had been in the
trenches, Balfour said. The Colonel
must have inherited the qualities of
the great Duke of Marlborough, who
was never cooler or more collected
than when in action. He said he con-
sidered Churchill’s apology to Lord
Fisher as little short of an insult to
Sir Henry Jackson, Lord Fisher's
successor as First Sea Lord. In bit-
ter tones, Balfour complained that it
was under the Churchill regime that
skilled shipwrights were permitted
to joifir the army. He asserted that
delay in completing dreadnoughts was
due to the fact that Chitrchill used
guns and gun mountings, designed
for capital ships, to complete the
equipment of monitors. He daid  he
was not pessimistic about the
strength of the fléet. It was more
powerful than when Churchill left
office, and was being increased in
strength constantly. A contest be-
tween two persons who have occupied
the same place in the cabinet, in Bal-
four’s obinion, was neither decorous
nor profitable, and to suggest dlarms
and fears was an act contrary to the
public interest. Some monitors had
been constructed so hastily, he con-
tinued, that even now it has beén,
found impossible to use ‘them, it be-
ing necessary to remodel them. Bal-
four urged his hearers to dismiss
empty fears. “He said every kind of
ship, régarded as of value in moderi |
war, Had been increased largely since

. the war began. Chufehill’s sugges- |

tion to recall Lord Fisher-to office, he
continued, had been listened to with
pmiound stupeﬂcgﬁﬁn He charac-
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terized Churchill’s suggestion as a
paradox of the wildest and most ex-
travagant kind, .and proceeded to pay
'd warm. tribute 'to Sir Henry Jackson.
i He said he shouid regard himself as

contemptible; beyohd the power of

. expression, if he yieldéd to the de-

! mand for the supercession of  Sir

vHenry by Lord Fisher, made in such
a manner by Churchill. Immedidtely
Mr: Balfouf conelyded . his  speech,
Churchill arose, He said ‘his dis-
quictadé was due” to doubts as 1o
whether the destroyer and ‘battléship
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BRITISH ADMIRALTY ‘ORDERS.

WASHINGTON, March 8.
British Adniiralty orders, announc-
ed in - State Department despatches
from Consul General Skinner in Lon-

don, exclude all vessel$ eXtept those
calling for exdmination, or belongmg
to the Allied Poweérs, from enteéring
any pert or harbor or anchoring off
any part of the Shetland I%lands, un-

til further notice. .

LOBBY OPINION. -

: LONDON, March 8.
:Chnrehili's. remarkable - valte . face
has- excitéd surprise ind‘lgna.twn ‘and
perplexity as to the 1‘ea1 ~meaning of
tepoken - speéch.  The Times
sees in it the express: . of - popular

‘oranduifi, Nanded
Bernstorif -to Seerefary of State Lan-
. 8ing, outlines the details of itd" posi-

anxiety felt in regard to the naval
position. The- Chrenicle, - a--@overn-
nient. suppoerter, would -regret=to see
the matter become an acrimi@nious
one, but hoped that the services of the
greatest” originating sdilor in modern
times will once more bhe frequEhtly
utilized for ‘the Empiré's. ﬂ'
Lobby opiniontis that: Chul‘cmn
done “nefthet hl"mse nm' fthe S
any good o .
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WASHINGTON, March 8.
The (,arman Government, in.a_men:-,
$-ddy by Count von"
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views events:leading up ‘to its decis-
ioneto torpedo ~without warning =2ll
armed mierchantmen of . its .enemies;
concedes that international law, as at
present constituted, makes no provis-
«don for the use of ~“submarines; ex-
presses .willingness to operate.its sub-
marines in accordance w1th interna-

, tional“law prevailmg prior ‘to the

war, on, condition that Britain ~does
not\violate ‘the ‘same laws:

‘lI\E BLGCKAI!E .BY GER\IAI\!

LONDON, March 8.
L, The blockade of En land by mines,
n'epbrted ag’ thréaee‘q Gefnm

is glready in° exi:

trade route to Holland. According tq
naval critics the German submarines

tion in regard:to armed ships. . It re-
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are betweén the motth ot the Thames
andthe G&llower Lightship. It is in
this' neighborhood that, many disas-
ters occurred during the last month.
‘Passengér ships, until recently, had
been’ quite snpcesstul in dodging
floating mines by making voyages in
daylight, but no method is known for
guarding against submerged anchor
mines.

PEAD OR ALIVE—~WHICH?
LONDON, March 8.

¥ An Athens despatch reports ru- J; 3
mors of the death of Enver Pasha,.

Turkish Minister of War, but all ¢
or reluto them baw

DISEVF%’N CHISE ALL

GE
ELECTORS,

SYDNEY, N.S.W., Marep §
The. Cabinet has decided to' digeq
franchise all German-born
for the duration of the war, followin,
the arrest and internment of geye

.| hundred aliens, who are considereq ty

be of hostile disposition.

THE TONNAGE QUESTION,

LONDON, March §
Walter Runciman, President of tpe
Board of Trade, said that in view of
the fact that the services of evepy

{ officer and seaman were urgetit]y
‘fneeded afloat, the Board had recop:

gidered the question of holding a for
mal investigation into. the Iou of the

investigation would not produce pa.=
tify the further detention of the o

siderable expense which would be ip-
volyed. He stated in the Commang
to-day that the Brewers' Society hag

Brewing materials by one-third. The
order to release this tonnage Runci-
man stated, would mean a suving of
200,000 tons.

ZEPPELEN DAMAGED.

LONDON, Muarch 8,

Messages received heére from news-
paper corréspondents i Kent aggert
that one Zeppelin which took part iy
Sunday’s raid, was damaged by anti-
gircraft guns. One message . statod
that a Zeppeln, which passed ovep
the Kentish coast, homeward bhound
early on Monday, was seen to be in
difficulty. Another despatch says it
iis reported that an - explosion , took
place on board the Zeppelin when it
. was hit. This practically crippled it
A broken portion of the Zeppelin's
propeller was found.

FIRE FOLLOWS EXPLOSION.

NIAGARA FALLS, March 8.
Fire followed the explosion in the
Chlorate Department of the Niagara
Electro Chemical Co. to day, and
threatened to complete the destrue-
tion of the plant begun last night,
when several explosions and the re-
sultant fires inflicted darmage estima-
ted at $1 50,000..
HEAVY BATTALION LOSSES.
PARIS, March. 8.
Prisoners taken at Verdun estimate
that the losses to the battalions which
took part in infantry assaults since
Féb. 25, at an average of two-thirds
of the total strength.

A- TRAWLER’S REPORT.
LONDON, March 8.

The German fleet, consisting of at.
lest fifty big warships, followed by a
large grey-painted armed trawler
fleet, two big Zeppelins and numerous
submarines, was sighted on Monday
afternoon in the North Sea, off Ters-
chelling Island. north of Holland, ac-
cording to a report of '‘a steam trawl-
er which arrived at Ymuiden, says
Reuter’'s Amsterdams (mlespondem
The fleet whs proeeeding westwand,
the correspondent adds. On Monday
morning five large cruisers of un-
known nationality passed Ymuiden at
full speed.

WILL LIKELY RECEIVE PASS-
PORTS.
LONDON, March 8.
Unless the German ships seized by
Portugal are released, Portugal’s
Minister to Germany will receive: his
passports on Saturday at noon, says
a despatch, which gives a report irom
Frankfort as a basis for the state-
ment. The ‘Munich Nachrichten,’ the
«Iesp'm h adds, says that no ultimatum
has yet been presented to Port ugal.

WILL PAY (OMMON STOCK DIVE

DENDS.
MONTREAL, March 8.

The Herald announces this after-

noon that the Nova Scotia Steel and

Iron Co. will pay all common stock

dividends deferred, six in number,

since dividend payments’® were SUs®
pended in June, 1914

THE ‘MOEWE’S’ COMMANDFR DE-
CORATED.
LONDON, March 8

Bmperor William has rec eived the
commander of the German commerce
raider Moewe, and’personally prlesvm-
ed him with the Order of Merit, ac-
cording to a Reuter despatch from
Amsterdam.

Here and There.

The sailor hat will be, as it always*
has been, a part of the summer mode.

DURANGO LEAVES. — The 5. S.
Durango leaves Halifax to-morrow for
here.

SEALS SIGHTED.—Yesterday bed-
lamer seals were sighted in the viein=

.| ity of Twillingate and Nipper's Har-

bor.

OUR VOLUNTEERS. —The volun-
teers had rifle practice at the South-
side and Highlanders’ ranges yester-
day forenoon and were granted leave
in the afternoon

M. C., L. . DEBATE. 'Reeol‘e(}
that newspapers do more to moul
public opinion than all other agenCleS
combined” will be the subject of de<s
bate at the M. C. L..I: Club rooms this -
evening. Messrs. Alex. Mews an
George Soper are the leaders.
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Steamer Persia. He said the Boapg .
had come to the conclusion that an; i

sults of sufficient importance to jyg. .

cers and crew ashere, and the con-

agreed to' a reduction of imperts of 4

20 26 inches wide, nice limp
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AMERICAN
BED SHEETS.

In plain American Sheeting,
size 72 x 90, wide hem; these
are pretty good wearers. Reg.

e 172
PLAIN SCRIMS.

finish, in shades of Cream,
Ecru and White; the cheapest
and simplest Curtain Drapes.

Reg. 14c. Sale Price
per yard .. 12C

TWO-TON
CURTAIN QCRIMS.

Just a couple of pieces,of tl
tain Scrim, half plain and
very effective looking; 40 inc
patterns for this Sale. R
Price

MEN’S SWEATER
COATS.

A nice weight in popula:
Grey, V’shaped neck, side
pockets, self facings; only J
dozen of these, Regula
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A- swell line of Ladies
texture, Black, White, Tan
ing your summer dress. Spe

(:h|ldren
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Reg. $

> Reg. $1.8
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The little coin
items here wo
lines we cann¢
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Drinking Cups, .collapsal
Cork Soles, per pair
St. Patrick's Day Badg«
4 for
Tie Clips, 2 for ..
Darners, 2 for ..
Ironing Wax, 3 for .. ..
Easter Egg Dyes, 2 for
Hair Pins, 5 packages 10
Pins, 2 papers for
Darning Wool, 3 for ..
Safety Pins, 2 cards for
Pearl Buttons, per dozen
Tin Pot Covers, each ..
Tack Hammers, each
Pencil Boxes, each ..
. Machine Oil, per bottle

CUT PRICES

-Enamelware

Saucepan, 3 quart .. ..
Skillet; 3 quart .. :
‘Skillet, 4 quart .. <. ..
‘Berlin Boﬂer. 4 quart .




