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Mr. Rosa said ho thought the lion. Pro
vincial Treasurer was entitled to great 
praise for the lucid manner ill which he 
had preaeuted the financial statement, 
and lie waa satisfied that every lover of 
his Province—no matter what hie politi
cal proclivities might be—wouldbopmud 
of the statement. The Reformers ot the 
Province had especial cause to be proud 
that after eleven years of office such a 
financial statement could be presented on 
their behalf. He was pleased to see that 
after the criticisms of one of the ablest 
financiers of the Opposition no culpahili 
ty could be laid to their charge, and 
though he had doubtless been anxious to 
present as strong a case ai possible, not a 
single instance of administrative wrong 
doing or extravagenee could be alleged 
against them. It was true that they had 
general statements and general charges 
made, and general comparisons between 
the expenditures for 1871 and 1833- 
rather the estimates for 1883, for no ex
penses could be said to have been iuctir- 
red for this year—and he considered 
the people of Ontario had reason to be 
gratified that the Opposition had not 
been able to point to a single instance of 
maladministration either in the adminis
trative •' executive depart men ts“of the 
Government. In comparing the surplus 
at the present time with that of 1871,. 
the figures given by hia hon. frienn— 
andho presumedthey were correct—were, 
for 1871 cash $3,647,000, and library 
$106,000, or a total of $3,762,bOO. He 
would not go into the advisability of in
cluding in uny estimate of the surplus 
the various trust funds, though he be
lieved, as the Treasurer had stated, that 
thee# trust fund* are properly and neces
sarily as asset of the Province, and, if 
necessary, could be turned into cash if 
the interest of the people demanded it. 
Taking th* position then and now, he 
found that tho cash and securities in 
1871 were, as ho had said, $3,646.0J0 
In mentioning the surplus, his hon. 
friend the member from Leeds had taken 
particular care to pass over liabi'itics in 
187L He found that $1,500,000 had 
then been pledged to aid tail way con
struction, und the present Government 
had always, in making their statements 
to the House, deducted from their sur
plus the liabilititiee of the Province. If 
they took the surpluses of the Handheld 
Macdonald Government and deducted 
the railway debt of $1,600,000 it would 
leave $2,362,000. Taking the year 
1882, he found they had in bonds and 
debentures $1,166,768 ; cash on deposit 
$249.483 ; and cash on special deposit at 
6 per cent., $850,000, a total of $2,255,- 
251, and if they added to this the vari
ous small asaetr, as library, balance of 
municipal loan tund, etc., $196,000, the 
total waa $2,451,963. This waa what 
they had in 1888 in cash and valuable se
curities, and deducting all the liabilities 
•of $427,436 which were as follows : —

. linnet1
of the Government

Mr. Moredith—What in the increase 
arising from the source you refer to t 

Mr. Ross—The increase of the salaries 
in Civ 1 Government will only account 
for the smaller part of the increase, but 
the honorable gentleman would remem
ber that there was a arge expenditure 
on public institutions maintained in 
1873, which had no existence in 1871. 
There was the Blind Asylum nt Brant
ford, the Agricultural College, the 
School of Practical Science, and the 
largely increased capacity of the Toronto 
and London asylums. Hon. gentlemen op
posite could not contend that this increas
ed expenditure was improper or unwise, 
because all these additional institutions 
had beenccmmenc^d by Sandtield s Gov
ernment but had not got into operation 
until the present Government assumed 
office. He thought, therefore, it would 
afford the fairest test if ho were to take 

ur the years 1873 and 1881 for the purpose 
| of comparison. Then there was also in 

1873 largely increased grants to public 
schools which was just relieving the peo
ple from additional local taxation. In 
case any lion, gentleman wished to dis
pute the advisability, of the increase in 
this particular be would be glad to have 
them go to the county he represented 
and discuss the matter there—he was 
only sorry the increase had not been 
greater on this account. The increase 
in the salaries applied to the whole civil 
government, and the institutions sup
ported by the Province, and it was a 
general one all along the line. He would 
quote what the leader of the Opposition 
had to say about the increase of salaries 
in 1873, and it would prove that if there 
was any fault to be found with it he 
must boar his share in common with the 
Government. He said

“It was very much to be regretted 
that the salaries paid the officers of the 
Government should be less than the sala
ries paid by merchants and bankers to 
their clerks. He quite concurred in the 
statement that it was the duty of the 
Government to see that its officers should
be pmperly paid. ”

The hon. member f-»r East Grev 
ad n

Railway .......................................
Dae for nrplui distribution 
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Land improvement tund
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$127,436
tey nsa au actual surplus of 

$2,024,953 leaving out the trust 
fund*. Comparing this with 1871, 
After eleven years t.f administration 
during which they h i ' nit of the surplus 
and surplus and surplus revenues of the 
Province paid out in aid t -i railways 
$3,300,000 secured the construction of 
over2,000 miles of railway which it issafe 
to say could not liave lieen constructed 
without such aid—hkd erect sd numerous 
asylums and reformatories to meet the 
necessary care and custody of the unfor
tunate in our population, and had dis
tributed directly in the municipalities, to 
be expended in local improvements, over 
$3,000,000 they had at the present time 
a surplus only $227,000 less than when 
they took office. If the trust funds were 
added to both amounts they would find 
that the surplus left by Sandtield Mac
donald was about $5,000,000, and, as 
given by the hon. Tresauror; the present 
surplus was $4.823,000, or just about the 
same difference by either method. This, 
he contended, was a very good showing, 
and be claijned that the jnilicy of the 
present Government had not been to uc- 
cumulate surpluses ; but their policy had 
been to relieve local taxation, and con
duce to the general interests of tl.e peo
ple, by n-iaisttog mechanics’ in dilutes, 
and agricultural societies, smt taking 
upon themselves the maintenance of 
public institutions to the largo extent 
already indicated by the honorable 
Treasurer, and which was relieving 
the municipal burdens of the people. 
(Applause ) This was the wise policy as 
opposed to hoarding up as huge a sur
plus as possible. To do the latter was 
a narrow-minded policy, which no Gov
ernment certainly no Reform Govern
ment—would be guilty of. The hon. 
member for Leeds had made a compari
son as regards the expenditure under the 
supply bill of Sandfiold Macdonald and 
the estimates of 1883. He thought the 
hon. member had taken a very unfair 
advantage in taking the estimates for 
the forthcoming year ; he had done this, 
probably, because he thought they were 
high and the comparison would be favor
able for his purpose. Tho better way 
and the fairest would be to take the last 
statements of the public accounts 
which they had m their hands -1881 
and compare them with 1871, and they 
would thus have a period of ten years 
The total expenditure m 1871 was 81,- 
810 000, or an average per capita of the 
population of $1.11, while in 188Htwaa 
$2,281,C00, or an ayerage of $1.19 per 
bead ; a small increase of 7 cents per 
head for ten years. This ho thought 
waa a very small increase, taking into 
account the very large burdens which 
the Government had taken off the muni
cipalities. He proposed now in his fu- 
ture comparisons to take tho years 187*> 
and 1881, and he would give his reasons 
for this course. It will be recollected
that at tho commencement of Confeder
ation, the Hon. Sandfiold Macdonald 
had no experience of what tint expendi
tures of the Province would be, and 
commenced wisely, no doubt, with a 
very low scale of salaries. Great clis- 
•atisf action existed in the Civil Service, 
aid It was know- that at the time of the

(Mr.
Lauder) also said “that he had not so 
much objection to the increases as to the 
seeming went of equitable discrimina
tion." The hon. Mr. Richards, a mem
ber of Sendtield's Government spoke 
also strongly in favor of the increase. 
He, therefore, contended that if there 
waa increase the Opposition had net 
only cot objected to it but approved of 
it, and if they had assented to it, they 
should be held equally responsible with 
the Government. In 1873 the total ex
penditure under Supply Bill was $2,460 - 
212,and in ’81 it w*-$4,281,053--» reduc
tion of $180,000 from what it was nine 
years previously. Did that ahSw extra
vagance or unwise expenditure t Not
withstanding the increased grants in aid 
of the institutions built or started since 
1871, they had a dec reuse in the expen
diture. The Opposition would, aay that 
the years he had mentioned were excep
tional, and in order to meet theargument 
he would give the average of the nine 
years from 1873 to 1881, and if the Gov
ernment had been guilty of exravagaoce 
it would surely be shown then. The 
average for these years was $2,290,000 
and the expenditure for ’81 was $2,280,- 
000 or less than the average of nine 
years. (Applause.) He had always 
contended, however, that no accurate 
test could be applied as to the economy 
or extravagance of a government by a 
general comparison of the total expen
diture of one vest with another. It was 
only by coming down to partieulars of 
the expenditure, seeing where increases 
or decreases had been made, and what 
they consisted of that a fair teat could 
ha made. He would, therefore, leave 
this part of the subject in order to take 
up the items where they f 'uml increases, 
and first of sll Civil Government. It 
was under this head that extravagance 
would be found, if tho Government waa 
an extravagant one, because they had 
the power vf controlling it and could 
increase the salaries or the number of 
the servants in order to save themselves 
work or responsibility. In 1873 the ex 
penditure on civil government was 
$156.G4v, and in 1881 it was $174,8 3 
These were the figures given by his hon. 
friend the number for Leeds, and it wss 
then very property pointed out that he 
had omitted to y.otice, in making the 
comparison, un iteni of 320,725, which 
was expenses in connection with the 
Education Department which hail been 
charged to civil government in 1881, tut 
was charged under the head of Educa
tion in 1873. If this was deducted they 
had 8154,000 as the net expenditure, 
which showed n decease of $2,000 from 
1873. He had already shown that the 
Opposition had approved of the general 
increase which took place in 1873. If 
they did not approve of them it was theii 
privilege and their duty to move for 
their reduction. They had taken ad
vantage of that priveloge and moved re
ductions where they thought reductions 
necessary. In all tho opposition to the 
increase, the Opposition had only moved 
to reduce the Clerk of the Executive 
Council $800, tho Inspector of Prisons 
$000, and to dispense with the Inspec
tor of Division Courts and expenses of 
$2,300. These amounted to $3.700, and 
were the only items for which the Oppo
sition were not responsible equally with 
the Government. For every other dol
lar of tho expenditure under this head 
in 1873 the Opposition expressed.ap
proval. That expenditure was as before 
stated $156,647, and in 1881, notwith
standing the increase in population it 
was only $154,078. The expense per 
head of the population in 1873 was 9 
cents, in 1881 it waa only 8 cents, an 
evidence of economy of which the Pre
mier might well be proud. Comparison 
had also been instituted on tho subject 
of Legislation, and here he would re
mark that his lion, friend had done him
self an injustice, and lie wool 1 not tal a 
advantage of it. He said the expenditure 
under this head was in 1871 874,671, 
and the average of the four subsequent 
years $108,000. He had found that the 
average for the nine years between 1873 
and 1831 was $118,227. What was the 
expenditure in ’881 3 In this year it

tails of the increase. He thought it 
would be in salaries where they would 
find the expression of an extravagant 
Government’s expenditure, but in this 
there was a decrease of $1,550, while 
ill the matter of eeeeional writers there 
was an increase of $1,866. The Govern 
ment was not wholly responsible for this 
increase, because it waa well known that 
the employment of these men was sub
ject almost, wholly to the needs of the 
House. In connection with returns and 
printing and that sert of thing, the 
Houaemust diride responsibility with the 
Government, because if members called 
for returns, and the House ordered them 
to be printed, tho Gorernmont could 
only obey its wishes.

Mr. Meredith—That is a new doc 
trine.

Mr. Ross —I don’t think it is t 
new doctrine. Again, they had an in 
crease of $4,973 for indemnity to mem
bers. He was sure that the Opposition 
would bear,their share of this increase. 
Passing to the Administration of Justice, 
lie found this was another point where 
the hon. member for Leeds endcarored 
to make a point against the Gorerument. 
Here, again, he took the estimates for 
1883, and not the actual expenditure for 
1881. In 1871 the expenditure for the 
Administration of Justice was $182,621, 
and in 1873 it waa $204,604. If they 
took the arerage for a number of years 
and found that there Was a regular and 
undue increase, they then might con
clude that there had been extravagance. 
For the nine years from 1873 to 1881 
the average Was $253,600, and in 1881 it 
waa $261,119, or lew than the average. 
He found that a large proportion of the 
increase took place in connection with 
criminal justice. As hon. gentlemen 
were aware the expenses of criminal jus
tice were expenditures made by the 
county and city municipalities, under di
rections of magistrates and judges, over 
which the Government had no control, 
and which were met by local taxation. 
The Government reimbeised to the 
municipalities a portion of that expend! 
ture, which reimbursement was charged 
in our Provincial accounts as Criminal 
Justice. The Government bed been 
more liberal to the municipalities in late 
years. In 1873 there was paid $108,114. 
and in 1881 $119,988—an inereaw of 
$10,724, which waa just $10,794 more 
granted to the municipalities. He would 
like anyone to go up to his county and 
challenge the wisdom of tin increase un
der this head. For the purpose of illus
tration lie would take the county of Hu
ron, which he reprwanted, and show the 
amounts they had received in the several 

ears. He found that they were reim- 
iuraed by the sum of $1,927.00 in 1871, 

and in 1881 they received $2,837, an in
crease of $010 a year, which his county 
waa now receiving over whet it received 
in 1871. He would like any member of 
the Opposition to go up there ami chal
lenge this inereaw. (Applause ) In the 
matter of Crown criminal prosecutions 
there had been a decrease of $678 in the 
nine years, and this waa one of the items 
that the Opposition had formerly attack- 
ed the Government upon. In 1873 the 
amount was $8,273, in 1881 it was only 
$7,695. , ,

Mr. Meredith—Have you taken into 
account special service*.

Mr. Raw—I hare taken into account 
all the expenditure under the head of 
Crown prosecutions. Passing to the 
public institutions, be might wy, as he 
had said before, that from the very Urge 
number of these institutions which were 
not in existence in 1871 the comparison 
was useless. The Government of Hand
held Macdonald had onlv three or four 
vf these institutions, ana their expendi
ture must necessarily be less than Mr. 
Mowat’s Government which had twelve 
or thirteen. He would just read over 
the list of those not in existence when 
the Macdonald Government left office. 
The Central Prison—it was true that the 
construction waa commenced by the 
Handheld Macdonald Government, and 
if there was any charge of extravagance 
under this head the Opp'-aitition ought 
to share it ; but he thought that thia waa 
a wise thing, though the Sandfiold Mac
donald Government made no expendi
ture for ita maintenance The Idiot 
Asylum,Orillia;the Blind Asylum Brant
ford; Lunatic Asylum, Hamilton ; Bchool 
of Practical Science, Agricultural Col 
lego, and Kingston Asylum—these insti 
t otinns ail came into existence since 1871. 
Mr. Ross then proceeded to show that 
there had been no increase in the coat 
per head per annum in the public insti
tutions since the Mowat Government 
came into power. In 1871 the number 
of inmates in all the public asylums was 
1,553, and ill 1881 3,063, and we were 
now maintaining in the Central Prison 
the prisoners formerly kept in the coun
ty gaols, and it was most puerijo to say 
that while more than double the number 
of those unfortunates were being main 
tained by the Province now, the total 
expenditure for this purpose should not 
be increased. Yet that was preci'.ely 
what was lieing argued by hon. gentle
men opposite who attempted to charge 
the Government with extravagance be
cause the total expenditure hid increae 
ed since 1871. The Government have 
expended on the erection of t In so public 
institutions since 1871 $1,694,000, and 
vhe annual coat of maintaining those not 
in existence in that year is $290,000. 
Hon, gentlemen dare not say that this 
expenditure should be reduced, and the 
support of these unfortunates cast, hack 
upon the municipalities and the families 
of tho afflicted. In the matter of edu
cation ho wished that the increased ex
penditure had been much larger than lie 
found it to,be. In 1871 the expenditure on 
public schools was $351.306, and in 1881 
it was $502,824. In 1871 there was paid 
for High Schools $71,483. and in 1881 
$84,469, an increase of $12,983. In re
gard to Public Schools, the Govern
ment contributed for tho support of 
these in 1871 $178,975, ami in 1881 
$253,497, an increase of $74,522. This 
waa, ho thought, the proper means for 
distributing surplus revenue. His own 
county, Huron, was now receiving from 
the Government $2,905 more annually 
for the support of her schools than alio 
did in 1871 He thought it would take 
some thing more than "the eloquence

the trader of the Op|>osition or the hon. 
member for Leeds to make the people of 
hia county or any other county which had 
received proportionate increase believe 
that thia liberality of the Government 
merited condemnation. So long aa the 
revenues of the Province permitted it he 
should like to see this liberality con
tinued. Since 1871 they had erected an 
additional Normal School at Ottawa, and 
if the leader of the Opposition had had 
what he wanted there would have been 
another at London. If this had been 
done he supposed they would have had 
him holding up hia hands in holy horror 
at the extravagance of the Government. 
Then there waa a large increase ill the 
accounts paid to superannuated teachers. 
In 1871, the net outlay was but $834. 
In 1881 it was $40,796. Thia was in
cluded in tho total increase in education 
which the Opposition condemned the 
Government for, but they themselves 
passed the Act in 1871 that established 
the Superannuation Fund. He thought 
it waa time that Ibis Act should be re
pealed. Of course no injustice must 
be done those who have contribut
ed to the fund, but it is time 
this expenditure waa checked. In 
all these matters, the Opposition dare 
not com* down to particulars or place 
their finger upon any single item and 
say, here has been an extravagant increase 
or there an unwise exjienditure. Well, 
perhaps he waa not strictly correct in 
that. The hon. member for Leeds in hia 
premeditated and deliberate arraignment 
of the financial policy of the government, 
upon which hon. gentlemen are going 
to ask the electors to condemn them 
has gravely indicted them upon two 
charges. One that Mr. Mowat did some 
five or six years ago pay Mr. M Cand- 

$1000 without authority of Parlia 
ment, and the other that in another case 
where $5,000 was authorized to be paid, 
he had actually paid $5,500, both pay
ments afterwards being approved by the 
House. Well, he could congratulate the 
hon. Premier that after ten years of ad
ministration, these were the only specific 
charges hia opponent» could bring against 
hia financial management, and he could 
reel assured that the people of the Pro 
vinoe appreciated honest and economical 
government too modi to be induced upon 
any such flimsy charges to withdraw 
their confidence from him. The hon. 
member sat down amidst enthusiastic ap
plause.
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