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saw it die away, and black despair creep
into its place. -

“You love me?” she said.
me " d

She spoke almost mechanically; her
brain was stunned,.it did not work very
quickly; her eyes met his again, and at
the world of passion, of m\lnthom-t_ﬂe
tenderness in their blue depths, she shiv-
ereq.

“’1'011 Jove me?” she whispered, faintly.

" All the affectionate words Mr. Mont-
yose nad uttered last night of her dead
' father, much though they gratified her,
Jeft behind them a sting. Katharine felt
‘that she dared not even think of her be-
loved one with this ghastly shadow
anging over her head, that his grave,
loving eyes would be full of sadness and
reproach to contemplate his daughter—
his _proud, honorable little Kattie—a

“You love

:;)»fedcl‘ate or companion in such a “Tt 36 fe mot. truel - No, 003 it cAnuok
be true!"

*Oh, if 1 could but go to sleep, to
leép for years, and then wake to find
it one long, hideous dream!” she ciied
out now, as she moved under the dark,
wh.inpering trees, losing her weariness 1n
3 :l:;el'rllotmn an):i aﬁ:(a..t““;‘ tl;:!i:;mw?ﬁ] shrink before sucl\. temptation?

% pon each other's hee “You are wrong,” she murmured husk-
fiftobled breast. ily, eagerly trying to wrench her hands
She came to a standstll at last by the o s hold. “You are wrong. Why

side 0‘. & a'}urd?‘ old tree, nnd_ ‘m‘v"{“‘f do you say such things? You love me?”

NP sgainst: it with her arms, l}i‘n”'}:!‘h, and she laughed wildly. She was hardly

¥ bent her Lead on them and cried softly conscious of what she did; only one

§ Yo herself. It was not a pamionate par- thing stared her in the face, she must

" oxysm of weeping; the tears stole slow-1 (% ), away; she musts push him

g 1y down _h" cheeks, tears of bitterness, 1 ¢ 1 0; lest she should sink beneath

£ of despair, of hopelessness, tears 1IN | )i 5yfyl blow, and bring shame and

. which the misery of her broken-hearted well as on hersell.

The full horror burst on her all at
once. Here was happiness, great, won-
drous, golden happiness held to her lips,
and she must not drink. Was it not
enough to make any woman falter and
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Bay, Colling-

, 1750 am., * am.,

g sorrow on him as
i Jove found vent with the rest. Tow blind she had been—how blind! Tt
B The summer moon was high in the hea- | /" " ho hara Mostyn he loved, it
B vens, casting quaint, fantastic shadows | L 0 he  ahe, poor Katharine Bre
I on the ground; its silvery light crept { "'\yj,¢ was that she was thinking?
§ through the faintly moving leaves, and | y ¢pavine Brereton! Alas! Poor
e lingered on the girl’s bowed head, as if | \ o{ch1  For one moment she had for-

wishing to bless and comfort her.
Away in the distance Katharine could
hear singing voices and laughter. They
had no part in her life. What had she
& to do with singing and laughter? Those
belonged to such happy people as Bar-

gotten that she had no longer a right
to that name—she, another man's wife!
She looked about her i nblind, wild
way, as if seeking for some escape, some
path that would take her from this last
awful trouble and lead her to peace.

“bara Mostyn—Barbara, the woman Or-!  Her face filled Ormande with alarm
mande loved and bitter pain. He knew then that his
Katharine pressed her wet face still | dream was done, that his fairy castles
3 closer on her arms as her heart con- | had erumbled and lay wrecked in the
tracted with a thrill of exquisite pain. | dust: but |_|r- was only mr_\rlnl, he could |
1es, laughter and songs went with | not relinquish his hopes without a strug- |

happiness. She must stand by and hear gle. S— |
tnem, must see the blessed sunshine pour ”"“‘""“‘4 what is it? I*"“ﬂ‘l\"'L eag |
down its golden warmth on  others’ erlf, “Do you doubt me _Do you
heads, white she, alone, forgotten— | think T am deceiving .\nll‘.‘ ]\alh:rln_v.1

vou will not wrong me. like that, will

you, dear? Oh, if T could but find uornis;

sirong enough in which to speak of m¥ |

Katharine gave a great start; some-
thing rustled among the bushes close |
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T., H. & B. Railway
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by; wuen there was a short bark of de- |
light as onc of "the dogs came runningl
up to her; then the faint fragrant scent |
o1 a cigar stole to her nostrils, and then
some one came from out of the shadows
into the moonlight and spoke her name
eagerly, hurriedly.

‘““Kath—Miss Brereton, what happy
chance led me to come this way?"

Ormande was holding both her hands
in his Katharine was conscious of a sense
of 'delight at his firm, strong touch

The moon’s rays lighted up her face |
with its great lummous eyes and its |
tear-stains, Those grief marks were too | (
much for Ormande. He uttered a smoth- |
ey ered exclamation; involuntarily  his |
hold tightened on her slender hands,
and he drew her a shade closer to him.

A passion of words trembled on his
lips, but Katharine, her heart leaping
wildly, ler pulses thrilling, her senses
growing dazed and dreamy as they had
grown last night, spoke first. ’

“I—I had no idea it was so late. I
must run in. Please let me go, Lord |
Otway. I must go; really I must.”

Ormande only held her firmer in that
tender, passionate hold that spoke al-
most as clearly as words what lived in !

1

1

1

b his mind. |
! “No, no,” he muttered, eagerly, husk- |
k. ily, the jov of the moment aTmost un-‘
. nerving him, “‘do not leave me! Kath-

i 2 arine, I must speak to you. I can bear |

i.t no longer. This uncertainly is unbear- |
able. Katharine, my darling. My darl- |
ing!” '

CHAPTER XVII

“Ratharine, m;
h- The words ran liqe liquid fire in the
girl's veins; riveted to them, ,
magnetized by them into a condition of
complete silence, which she was power- |

she was

T
ess

to break.

Ormande met the dazed, questioning
glance of her lovely eves: t made
his heart throb with their marvelous,
mysterious beauty.

:'Hav« I frightened you, my dearest
liéart?”’ ne said, gently, with unutter-
able tendcivess. ““Ah! forgive me! You
were not tc know—how could vou*—how
I'have longed, prayed to see you all this
weary day, and when I came upon vou
suddenly, I—I—vou won't laugh at me
dar}ing. will you?—I just lost my homl‘f
entirely.” He laughed softly, but his
laug...er was pregnant with happiness.
Katharine only heard it dimly. She was
23 c?ns(-ioun of nothing but the grasp of

his strong hands, the musical tenderness
of his voice. She still stood gazing at
him with her great gray eves full of
that dazed dreaminess which’ hung

1 over
her so persistently. ““‘And now,”  Or-
A !Inlndo went  on  to “say, ‘“now
= want to  hear you say vyou
have forgiven me. T want more than

that, Katharine, but T must try and be
pitient, T must not expeet too much- -1
must be content if you will only tell me
first that you are not angry with me.
I love you so much, des he eried,
wistfully, feeling, he scarcely knew why,
n sense of despair strike |Ithgh him as
he met that still, quiet gaze: “T love vou
80 much; you are my sunshine, my very
life. T can not remember how I lived
before T met you, Katharine, and my
love has grown more and more each day
till T can no longer keep it to myself.
1 am obliged to tell you all about it.”
He paused for a moment, still she stood
as one transfixed, gazing at him. How
strange, how weirdly beautiful her face
was in the moonlight; she did not look
. of earthly mould, there was a spiritual
transpareney in the delicate pallor of
her skin, a-
I Ormande gripped. her small hands in
i an agony of sudden fear. She had nev-
er seemed so ethercal to him before as
_she did now.
“Speak to me, Katharine!™ he eried,
* eagerly, passionately: “say something, if
it s only that you forgive me, for—for
deving you so much. Oh, my darling!
# ,Ily darling! You will not be so cruel
0 me, you will let me hope—I do not
e how far distant it is! T will wait,
pes, weeks, months, years. . I will wait,
f you will only give me a word of
ope, dearest!” He was now strung to
highest point of agitation and emo-
. “Do you not see it is eruel to
L me in such doubt? I love you,
Cat) ne, I love you so much!”
he dream was broken, the sense of
ue, delirious ecstacy gone. With a
dder she awoke, awoke t ofind he
inds in Ormande’s grasp, and Or-
's low voice ringing in her ears.

shame
tears would rise before his eyes

|
{

| tion,

{ the full bitterness of his disappoint- |
H {
|

|

|

agitation.
without a kind word; you will give me |

ove!” . |

His lips were trembling. It was nu\
to his manhood that a mist of |
He |
1ad built up so many hopes, he had liv- |
»d in such eager, such sweet anticipa- |
that he scarcely realized as yet|

nent.

“Katharine! Katharine!” he implored

suddenly, his voice growing hoarse with |

“You will not send me away
me tiny little word of hope! Only one, |
lear, only one!”

His weakness gave her strength

As his voice faltered and his eyes fell,
a iver went through Katharine, and
she felt a pain come into her heart be-
side which all other pains were as noth
ing: it was a dull, remorseful ache, like
the pang that comes when one wounds
an animal that has served one faithfully.
had felt it only hefore, on
the first night of her arrival at Brex- |
ley. when she suddenly recalled that she !
had flung away his gift of roses, (o have |
their tender beauty crushed beneath the |
wheels of a passing train. : {

She once

Wlth the courage of a Spartanm,
Katharine called up all her
strength Heaven had  sent her
this  trial; she must go xEvrnugh]‘
with it. Her brave heart flinched at
the thought of the pain to him. She |

never dwelt on the hopeless, despairing |
agony that must be her lot. She loved
him too weil to think of aught but him
Ovmande’'s misty eves were fixed on!
white face. For one instant she
1; the n she was prepared

}
i
tear

1; the 1 to
out her t, and stamp out its
life Llood carefully and completely

“I can not tell you how grieved T am,

Lord Otway. at—at what has just oec- |
curred, helieve me” She moistened her |
pa lipe “Believe me, if -if 1 had |l
guessed it for one instant. I should have |
taken great care to prevent vou from
being exposed to the pain 1 am compell
ed to-to give you to-night &
Crmande broke in suddenly. |
“Do not bandy fine words!” he cried |
ont. with a fierceness that was foreign |
to his nature. “I canont bear it. Tell |

N4

me, Katharine, honestly, straightfor-
wardly, is—is there no hope for me?”

|
She grew, if possible, a shade paler in}
{

| the pause that followed, then drawing

up her head quietly, with an effort that
wns almost maddening, she answered
him.

“There is none!” she said. coldly and‘

curtly.

Ormande drew a sharp breath; it al |
most sounded like a sob. Strong man as
he was, he was trembling in every limh,
The dog had wandered on into the sha-
dcews; they were alone-alone, with no
witness to their meeting save the whis-
pering trees and silent moon |

“None?” He echoed the word hope-
lessly, miserably.

“None!”

His arms fell to his sides heavily, He
seemed changed from a bright, radiant
boy to an old worn, and trouble-laden
man. Katharine checked the ervy of
agony that almest broke from l\rr.lip-.
Oh, to be free to grasp this treasured
happiness for one brief moment; to
stretch out her hands and be drawn into
that close, tender, strong embrace. She
felt as if she would gladly die held in
his arms. and pressed. to ‘his great, no
bLle heart.

Surely, surely her cup of sorrow was
full now—full to the brim. What grief
could equal this last one? Hitherto her
pain had been for herself alone, but now
he was drawn into it. Hhe msut suffer,
foo, this generous, gentle, brave man
who was 8o dear to her, g0 very dear!

1f she could only spare him. T! she
could temper the blow! Open her heart
and confess all the misery it sheltered
there For a moment she wavered. He
would see that she was mot cruel, and
that she, too, was given a heart as
warm. as capable of loving, as his own.
Should she not do this? If his love was
denied to her, might she not have his
comfort, his soothing friendship?

Fven as this thought was born, Kath-
arine killed it. Friendship between Orm-
ande and herself could never be. She
must not, she dared not tempt him so
much! She felt that it would be more
than human nature could stand, and
Katharine loved him too deeply, too well
to let him imperil his honor for her
sake.

She was growing very weak, her limbs
weary from fatigue and ill-health, were
trembling under her. Ormande had

flamed up for a single moment—

turned away and, leaning against a tree,

‘bad buried_his face in s, hands.
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| amd trimnmed with frill, i white and pink, all size:
¢ " worth regular $1.35 Saturday for
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