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MR. MAIDEN’S
PAPER MAIL

L

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Shows Gross Ignorance

Of Facts Concerning Yukon, But
Still the Paper Failed fo :
Come.

A. J. Maiden of Bonanza, British
Columbia, has sent to the Sunday
Post-Dispateh what is perhaps the
most  remarkable newspaper . sub-
scription ever sent to St. Louls,

Mr. Maiden wants the Sunday
Post-Digpatch sent to him this win-
ter, though he lives 6850 miles from
the Post-Dispatech office, must have
his ‘paper sent 2800 miles by rail,
2500 miles by steamer _and 2000
miles by dog sleds over Alaskan
trails, must pay 80 cents postage up-
on each paper sent, and will not get
& paper until it has been 40 days
from the press. ; :

Mr. Maiden's home is at the mouth
of Bonanza creek, a hundred miles
southeast of Dawson, the metropolis
of the Alaskan gold fields. Early in
September he was in Dawson, and he

went to the Sour Dough hotel and
wrote  this letter to the Post-Dis-
patch :

Dawson City, Sept. 10,

Genfleman,~I énclose $10 for  the
Sunday Post-Dispatch, it as

¢ firstelass mail to Bonanza, Yukon
Territory, as long as the money
lasts. A. J. MAIDEN,

This letter reached the Post-Dis-
patch office Oct: 8. 1t had beef en
route 28 days, and that at a time of
year when the mail steamer had not
yet been compelled to seek winter
guarters on the Yukon river because
of the ice,

The Sunday Post-Dispatch weighs
seven ounces. ‘The firstclass postal
rate is 1 cent for each quarter ounce

Cof mall. 8o Mr, Maiden's Sunday
Post-Digpateh costs him 30 cents a
week for postage, the additional 2
cents being put on for good measure,
Anasmuch as the paper must go into
British possessions, The price of the

paper i 5 cents;, making a total cont|

of 85 cenits to the Bonhanid man
whose winter would be cheerless with
out it. Twenty-nine weeks at 355
_conts exhausts the $10, so Mr. Maid-
en is paid up to May 8, 1003, his first
paper having gone out Oct, 18.

Mr. Maiden desives that his paper
g0 as firstelass  mail because all
firstelass mail is carrled in g leather
mail pouch under key. The rate for
secopdclass mail matter is 1 cont a
pound,  which would enable Mr.
Maiden to get his paper ©at. feast
started without postage, the news-
paper publisher paying the postal
charge. Buf Mr. Maiden's paper
must go over 2000 miles of the long
journey in a very primitive way.
Whon they rteach the poit of Si.

. Michael, just above the mouth of the
. Yukon river, ‘they will be turned ov-
er to carriers who will make the in-
land trip to Dawson on dog sleds,
the frozen Yukon. serving over much
of the route as a roadway. On this
long and dangerous journey of many

days and great hardships there is lit~]

tle protection for anything but the
firstelass - mail.  Mr;

own by a traveler.

Maiden bas

Dawson down to Bonanza. The gov-
ernment post department will get
the Sunday Post-Dispatch to Da®-
son, but Mr. aiden must either
carry the paper the remainder of the
distance himsell or have it sent
Anyway, it will
be 4 comfort and worth the money,
for the Sunddy Post-Dispatch is 2
great newspaper Which anyone may
pardonably desire so much he will
lift his voice from alar out in the
wilderness crying :

“Send it to me !

Mr. Maiden is but 1800 miles from
the North Pole. He is 2000 miles in
the interior from the Alaskan coast.
He will be fortunate if a mail sled
reaches Dawson, a hundred miles
from him, as olten as once in two
weeks. The Sunday Post-Dispatch
agent at Skagway, who has 20 sub-
scribers, -ordered his papers stopped
for the winter just when Mr. Maiden
ordered - his started, the Skagway
man saying it would not be possible
to get into the interior papers leav-
ing St, Louis later thap Oct. 13,
But Mr. Maiden is a Supday Post-
Dispatch reader ol sterner stufl. He
means to have his favorite paper to
enliven and illumine the dread Arctic
night, and no obstaclé of frozen sea
or snow-heaped trail may say him
nay. He pays $10 for the paper for
a period of time in which it costs
the home reader $1.40, yet he digs up
his yellow dust joyfully, knowing
full well that" the best the publishers
can do is to blaze away in the night
(hopefully) at 85 cents a shot.—St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, Nov. 3, 1801,

8t. Louis Post-Dispateh, refers to
Mr. A. J. Maiden of No. 30 above
Bonanza. Mr. Maiden is Cértainly
one of the m st experienced miners
in the Yukon today, as he leit the
States 16 years ago and has not
been outside: since. !

Mr. Maiden is a man who likes to
read and knows by experience that
secondclass mail will not come to
Dawson in the winter time; that is
why he sent (o bave the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch come by firstelass
mail. “But, unfortunatelt, for some
reason (which Mr. Maiden would like
to have explained) after paying 30
cents postage his paper did not come
right through as firstclass mail. Mr.
Maiden only received two copies be-
fore Christmas, and the rest after
navigation has opened.
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For Double Murder

Brandon, Man., June 20. « This
morning at 8.05 Walter Gordon ex-
piated on the gallows the murder of
Charles Daw and Jacob Smith. The
execution was carried out without a
hiteh, and life was pronounced ex-
tinct 13 minutes after Radeliffe
sprung the trap. The last act in the
drama was not matked by any sensa-
tional incident. ~The doomed man
walked to the scaffold, ascompanied
by his spiritual adviser and jail offi-
clals, - without the faintest sign of
fear. Gordon walked to the secafiold
exhibiting the greatest calmness.
Last night he slept but little. He
spent the greater part of the pight
in converse with Governor Acton, of
the jail, and with his spiritual ad-
viser. Previous to leaving his cell to
mount the gallows stairs, the prison-
er shook hands with Radcliffe. 1t
was while Rev. Mr. Henry was recit-
ing the Lord's Prayer and when he
had reached t%e words: '‘And for-
give us our trespasses” that Rad-
olifie pulled the bolt and Gordon's
body went crashing through the trap.
Great care had been taken that only

having some direct interest in

- execution, such ‘as clergymen,
newspapermen and physicians should
be present te witness it. Large
crowds: had gathered carly on the
hills ou

iaeval folkiore.

The above. article, taken from the | X

the popular motion, it was hat
a the ancieat ‘books it ws
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Yield Much Gold v
Seattle, June 26.—“The gold out-
put of . the Nome region will be as
great this year as the combined am-
ount exported last year and the year
preceding,”’ said John Stanley,
arrival on the steamer Ohio, yester—'
day at the Northern hotel. Mr.:
$tanley until last March was United
States deputy marshal, and until »

the Nome fire company. He is con-
nected with the Trass-Alaska Com-
pany and has had charge of several
stations along ‘the line of which it
was proposed to carry mail across
the country to Nome. He says he
feels confident that the Trans-Alaska
railway will be built from Tliamna
bay to Port Clarence bay; a distance
of about 600 miles. el
The Kuskokwim diggings in

Mr. Stanley says, are proving rich,
but those on the Koyukuk are not
coming up to expectations. Nome
will soon be supplied with plenty of
water for mining purposes by the
system of canals now under construc-
tion. This _will greatly facilitate
mining operations and will have the
effect of increasing the yield: of the
claims.

Mr. Stanley was mayor of Skag-
way after the notorious regime of
“Soapy’’ Smith. When the Nome ex-
citement broke out he left that place
for the new camp.

Natures Ice House

The number of birds that ge te the
tic regions to breed is vast be-
yond conception. They go not by
thousands, but by tens and hundreds
of thousands, and because nowhere
else in the world does nature provide
at the same time and in the same
place ‘such ‘a lavish prodigality of
food.

“The vegetation consists of cran-
berry, cloudberry and crowberry
bushes, and these, forced by the per-
petual sunshine of the arctic summer
bear enormous crops of fruit. But the
crop is not ripe until the middle and
end of tfie arctic summer, and if the
fruit eatimg birds had to wait until:
it was ripe they would starve in the
meantime, so they arrive on the very
day of the melting of the snow.
But eaclr year the snow descends
oR an immense crop of ripe fruit be-
fore the birds have time to gather it.
It is thus preserved perfectly fresh
and pure, and the melting of the
snow discloses the bushes, with the
unconsumed last year's crop hanging
on them or lying, ready to be eaten,
on the ground.

The frozen meal stretches across
the breadth of northern Asia. 1§ nev-
or decays and is accessiblé the mo-
ment the snow melts. The same heat
which thaws the fegit brings into be-
ing the mosy prolific insect lile in
the world—the mosquito swarms ' on
the tundra. No European can live
there without a veil after ther snow
iqnelts. The gun barrels are black
with them, and clouds of them ob-
scure the I"’I!. :

Thus the insect eating birds have
only to open, their mouths to fill
them with mosquitos, and thus the
presénce of swarms of cliff chaffs,
pipis and the wagtails in this arctic
region is accounted for,)

The Right to Vote.

There are many full fledged English
cmm’g_ who are disqualified from
membership in parliament and from
taking part in parliamentary elec-
tions. Thus all peers of the realm,
except those Irish peers who do mot
bappen to ave been elected for life
1o r
of lords, are barved from the exer-
cise of franchise. So, too, are police
oficials, hig and low. They neither
have a vote nor are they eligible.

Ineligibility to parliament extends

an y

short time before he left was chief of |,

the,
c¢ountry south of the lower Y~uhn-‘,f Who would ever believe after seeing

t their order in the house}
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ALL RECORDS
ARE BROKEN

In the Matter of Local
Market Cheapness

Best Brand of Flour Sells at $3.
per Sack—Butter ,Hay and
Oats Very Low.

flour sell in Dawson the spring of '98
at $110 per sack that in but g little
over four years the price would drop
down o $2.50 and $3 per sack, yet
such is the case in Dawson today. It
is not old flour but fresh, hard wheat
Ogilvie flour. Soft wheat flour can
be had at the previous price, $2.50
per sack of 50 pounds.

Potatoes, new and assorted, are
selling at $8 per hundred and old|
omes at from $5 to $7.50. Lemons
and oranges are slow at $11 per case.
Butter that cost from 35 to 40 cents.
per pouvnd to land in Dawson can be
had at from 20 to 30 cents per pound
for the reason that very heavy ship-
ments have been received by small
dealers and speculators ‘who can not
afford to hold it at any price.
“Granulated sugar sells at 8 cents,
and eggs can be purchased at any old
price by the case, the retail price by
the dozen being byt 30 cents. Eagle
cream is abundant at $8.50 per case.
The meat market is well stocked
with the exception of veal, which is
scarce. Meat prices have underg
no change in the past week.
Hay and oats are one-third cheaper
than ever before in Dawson, this
week's prices being, hay 43 to 43
cents per pound and oats 5§ to 53.
The general quotations are :

STAPLES.
Flour ...... cie s § 3,50 $ 3.00
Sugar, per 100 ....... 8.00 8.00
Beans, per 100 ......... 8.00 8.00
Beans, Lima ... ... 10.00 10.00
Rolled Oats, per 100 8.00 9.00
MEATS.
Beel, pound ...... ... 22 60
Veal, pound ...... ... 85 35
Pork, pound ...... .. 20 50
Ham, pound ...... ..... 25 30
Bacon, fancy ... .. 30 40
Mutton, pound ... .... 30 35@50

BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE.
Agen’s butler, $0-15.827.5¢ § 1.00can
Eigin butter, 60-1b.. 27.50  1.50can

Roast beef, doz 5.00 8 for 1.00
Mutton ... ... 8.50@ 4.50 2 for 1.00
Ox tongue ... ...12.00@15:00 1 for 1.25
Sausage meat . 4.00 3 fox 1.00
Lunch tongue,

Ca8e ... .. .. 9.00@11.00 1 for .50
Sliced bacon .. 3.00 4 for 1.00
{Roast turkey .. 7.00
Corned beet .... 3.00

Sliced bam s 8.60 % for 1.00
Salmon, case ..}1.50 8 o 1.00
Clams, case ....11.60 8 for 1.00
..... . 5.60 8 for 1.00
Corn ..iiv o i 486 8 for 1.00
String beans ., 6,50 2 for 1.00
Green peas ... . §.50 3 for 1.
Cabbage ... ..... 71.50 2 for 1.00
8. & W. fruitsl4:00 - 3for 1.50
Simcoe fruits . 9.00 2 for 1.00
RS

L‘-tmn'-.dn..n.u 1 for 1.
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Coldbrook ...... .. ... 33.50 25.00
8. & W, 48b. ... 30.00 1.50can
Eggs, Iresh ... ... ... 10.50

MILK AND CREAM.
Eagle, case ...... ...... $ 8.60 § 9.00
Highland, case ,10.00 13.00
Carnation Cream 8.50 10.00 §
St. Charles 8.00 9.00
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A Woman’s Humor

Great .is the bumor of women when
she doesn't mean it, great is the
nerve of woman when she doesn’t
need it, and great are the nerves of
woman when it so pleases her. This
combination is blamable for the fol-
lowing : A very pretty girl sat ih a
Long Island r'silroag‘train. Sudden-
Iy the whistle blew. It is perhaps
not  necessary o say that a Long
Island railroad whistle is more effi-
cacious than otherwise. It is tuned
to the key of W and is operated with
a great diapason, giving out a brand
of yelping: shriek diffcrent from any-

thing Enown to nature. To repeat,
the whistle whistled, *“‘O-o-ow!”
cried the pretty girl. ‘“Isn't that

awful ? I should think the railroad

oiled. It is an outrage.” Her com-
panion had often heapd of wetting
whistlés, but never before of oiling
then:.  Think it over.

Was Known Here

Fred R. Gardner died yesterday of
consumption at a lodging house on
the corner of Occidental avenue and
Jackson street. The deceased was g
stage comedian by occupation and a
member of the Fraternal Order of
Eagles. The body was removed to
Bonney & Stewart’s and relatives in
New York will be notified of the
death.—Seattle P.-1., June 22.

Fred Gardner has acted in Dawson
and in '98 and ’99 was ‘engaged in
mining in this district. He joined the

:rush to Nome in 1800.

company would have these things, Job printing at Nugget office.

mCkidudiadiadiabiadinistabta i dindiabaedni 2
E | . L 3
£ Japan American Line

Carrying U S. Mails to Oriental
Points.

ﬁeamer Every 2 Weeks

For Japan China and All Asiatic
Points.
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= Ticket Office
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= 012 First Avenue, Seattle
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The Great Northern

“FLYER”

LEAVES SEATTLE FOR ST. PAUL EYERY DAY

AT 8:00 P. M.

GENERAL OFFICE

A Solid VWestibule Train With All Modern
Bquiplqents.

For further particulars and folders address the
- SEATTLE, WASH.

Is
the Short Liue
to

=l o

Allﬁmugh trains from the North Pacific Coast con- §
nect with this line in the Union Depot
: at 8t. Paul. =~ Fr

E. W. Parker,

Travelers from the North are invited to communicate '
——with

Gea'l Ageat, Seattle, Wi
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