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Brian Flnds Out That ‘Ru't
Expensive Clothes.”
CHAP’I‘ER XXXVII.
The “invitation for . - Mrs. Curbis
dinner came just as Brian was leav-
ing for the office. The note had said
the" dinner was to be informal, and
Mrs. Curtisgshad added “Pleasexdont
dress 1 3 "w "] ‘l ‘/
‘“Thank goo\dnme‘ for that!” he
had said. Brian hated to dress for

dinner. He 'was naturally indolent -
and unless the occasion was & parti- 3

cularly formal one, he objected to
wearing a-dress suit. . Ruth was ex-
actly the opposite. She liked te dress
herself, and was very proud  of her
handsome husband when hé was
s<dolled up,”’ as he called it.

«] wonder who else will be there)”’
she had said as she stood in the door
to bid Brian good bye.

«] thought you said Mollie: King
twas going,” he had answered ,quicks
1y, then Iooked uncomfortable. “Good
bye!”” he called and hurried away.

“Why did he look so.uncomfort-
able when he himeelf was the one to)
mention her?”. Ruth said aloud as
whe closed the door.  * looked sort
of guilty I wonder’—she didn’t
finish the sentence, but as she dress-
ed for the.sheop. .she.looked. .. very
eerious, and, once or twice she sigh-
ed’'a little. R

‘Occasionally there came-to Ruth a
feeling that perhaps she had made a
mistake in marrying.Brian .uniil. he
bhad advanced further in- his profes-
sion. She had also wondered once
or twice if she had made a blunder
in taking ‘a’‘position, but, as quick-
1y dismissed the idea. Why should
she do things that were disagree-
able and so save thirty. or forty, dol-
lars 2 month .(which a ser;g% st
them), when~she could-do.s
ghe really’ lov?i to do and'e
e week? . Thele was ng ar
all that 8hie could see.™ : 7

No, .if- Brian.were .£foolish .e
to be hurt; Why heiwould :
for a while, until he became
reasonable. .. He .wonld.come.aroun

after @ while, just 8s he had about:
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o The dhmer was to be at seven 3 :

o’cloek.” Ruth took particular phihs |

with her dressing,, and she Jlooked 'more

yery chic and lovely. She- wore<a of ék;mh

dark biue’chiffory with a girdle and 1™

trimming of. Oriental-looking stuff, I, “How in the °f’¢ are Y°“ 80““
with- slippers. “apd stockings of  the "" xet any. more when '
same shade as her dress. She Any ekt ‘ot "that

at the last minute, ‘slipped- ¥ her mea“

pearls around her neck. = She had|: Ruth laughed &eartily. at his frlgh-
not intended: to wear: them, Byt she tgned expressgion)

wonld look her very ‘best 'beea\ue 4 “Oh) ' g-uess we’ll ‘manage to get
prétty Mollie King. was’ to ‘be therg. @hem someway. 3

She had wished, while dressing, that “Not _ that kind, Ruth,” he . sai&
it“had been a formal affair- bo. ﬁ; ao‘berly, “] never dreamed women’ a
coulg. hav , WOInL..9ne of her lo¥ clothes cgst much.””  Theft, h

dinner ' She - had “searcely face lighting find D“t
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worn them at all, ghe thoug _ % sts her clpt : She-',x

grétinlly.  They would be out:
style soon.
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