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Placed on Deputy Minister - Mr. Harding
Censured but Excysed

JOHN KELLY ACQUI
No Overcharges in St. John--Capt.

baaa l X J 2 2

TTED OF WRONG-DOING

S

Spain, Capt. Schmidt,

J. F. Fraser and Others Condemned--Cassels Recom-
mends Abolition of Patronage, Adequate Salaries for
‘Good Officials, Capable Inspection and Establishment
of Purchasing Commission for all Departments

OTTAWA, Jan. 22.—- The report of
Judge Cassels giving-the results of his
mvestigation into charges against of®
ficlals of the marine depariment, was
laid on the table of the house today
by Hon. Mr. Brodeur. The report,
which covers 200 typewritten pages,
gives a succinct summary of the four-
teen large volumes of evidence cover-
Ing the administration of the marine
department as adduced during the in-
quiry which began in May last and
concluded last month.

Salient Femtures

The emlient features of the report,
which has been looked forward to as
beirg likely to provide one of the chief
topics of debate for the coming ses-
sion, are, in brief, as follows: On the
evidence submitted Mr. Justice Cagsels
finds that mothing has been shown
wtich would in any reflect on the past
or present ministers of the govern-
ment. So far as was disclosed for the
commissioner, nothing was shown
which might in any waey impeach the
character of " the late Hon. Messre.
Butherland or Prefontaine, Hon. Clif-
ford Sifton or Hon. Mr. Brodeur, all
of whom were concerned In transac-

tions jnvestigated.
Already Taken Action

With regard to some of the abuses
shown to have existen at Ottawa and
the marine agencies at Quebec, Hali-

fax and St. Johm, his lordship notes
that Mr. Brodeur had already taken
action to remedy them, namely, by the
abolishment of the patronage list and
the creation of an adequate system of
burchasing ‘supplies, thereby effecting
& saving of about a hundred thousand
dollars & year in the department ex-
benditure. Practically the only recom-
mendations in his raport are that these
tWo sweeping reforms should be ap-
plied to all the departments of the gov-
ernment,
&re the appointment of capablé and
efficient officddals who should be ade-
Quately remunerated and the awaken:
ing of the publie consscisnce to a
Btricter demand for the hionest admin-
Istration of an public monreys.

With regard to individual offcials of
the department in the main here he

Zports simply the facts of evidence, |

leaving the question of prosecution cr
ismissal to be dealt with later by the
hinister, - Those who come in for the.
everest criticism are practically all
“ppointees of & previous sdmindstra-
tion. Deputy Minister Gourdéau, he
178, must be held - @ccountable for
kilure to remedy the conditions shown
o have existsd at Quebec, Halifax
ind St. John, gnd his evidence was 11
Nany cases declared fo be unsatisfac-
ory and conttadictory.

fost Severs Consuae

J. F. Fraser, eommissioner of lights,

bmes in for most severs censure, it
being shown thet in drect aisobedi-
ice to the minister’s order he con-
thhueg purchasing supplies from Mer-
Win and Brooks and gave no satis-
factory explanation of numerous cir-
Cumstances,

A clear caise was held to have been
Made out against Commander Spain,
Agent Gregory at Quebec, and more
than a score of minor oficials.

, Yo wrong-doing was shown by the
Investigation to have ocourred in com-
Rection with the Sorel and Montreal
Bgencieg, ‘
taking action with regard to
als implicated by the report,.
" Brodeus will go caretully over the

SVidence, tut it is certain that heads
Wil fg))

MINISTHERS EXONBRATED.
Judge Cassels in concluding his re-
DOPt says;:

" ‘During the investigation the nams
b the late Eoft. James Buthertand and
hat of the C. 8ifton have Been
Feferredq to, 1 dnfs it ofily fair to the

mory of Mr, Su and also to
hr. Sifton to stals that wo evidence
25 been adduced before ng'
Feflectiong on the character of either

O these gentlemen. The ndme of the

Other rercedies he siugges®s |

late Minister, the Hon. Raymond Pre-
fontaine, has also been referred to. I
am not here to judge Mr Prefontaine
or his policy, or the manner in which
his department was administered.
There are but two places where I
would consider any reflections are cast
upon him, the one I have referred to
in dealing with J. F. Fraser, the other
a statement which was made by Mr.
Gregoy in his defense given at Quebec.
He stated in reference to Mr. Davie,
who gave for a period of about eleven
years to Mr. Gregory the sum of $500

with Davie, but did not think that a
reason for him to ask for anything,
and when his Minister said “Try and
get some money out of those who can
afford to pay it” he replied that the
only honorable man he could trust
himself with was Davie, and 1if he

take 1t.” The judge proceeds:
RECEIVED IT FOR YEARS.

“Dt has to be borne in ming that for
years preceding this alleged interview
and for u long time prior to Mr. Pre-
fontaine’'s regime, Gregory had been
receiving yearly sums from Davie, I
think it would be very unjust to the
memory of the deceased statosman to
accept such evidence as that of (re-
80ry or J. F. Fraser a& casting any slur
upon him, and | feel it my duty to state
that T do mot so accept it.

“Nearly all the officials of the depart-

I do not name them individually, but I
may state that any not named are free
from eny imputation or wrongdoing.
Not that I desire to convey that those
named are guilty of wrongdoing. I
havemportedoneeohandglmmy
conclusions.

PUBLIC OPINION NECESSARY.

“Before concluding I may be pardoned
if I make a few observations. I am
a.w'uethatwmlnmxomztomls

fined, I am also aware that I have
i not the practical knowledge to guide
g me as to the feasibility of putting into
| Practice my views. No harm, how-
{ @ver, can come from my observations.
{ In the first piace the chief remedy for

{ amelioration of the conditions 1 have

| sought to portray lies in the awaken-
i ing "of the public consclence, If the

of trust on the part of those edminis-

| the end of such abuses as have ocour-
redhthopntwouldbelndght.

ADEQUATE SALARIES,

‘‘Secondly—Capable and efficdlent of-
ficlals should bs adequately remunéer-
ated. Mr. Gregory, in -the control of
nearly one miillion dolars per annum,
received a salary of $2,200 per annum.
Mr. Harding, in the control of about
$800,000 per annum, 'a salary of $1,300
per annum;  Mr, Parsons, in the con~
trol of about $700,000 per annum, a
salary of $1,600 per annum, It is an
easy matter for those in affluent eir-
cumstances to hold up their hands mn
hmor—otheyhvnnotbnnmsm
tion to be tempted.

“Thirdly—The abolition of the pat-
ronage system in the departmeng  of
Marine and Fisheries is a long step in
the right direction. It is, however,
imiportant that while the purchasing
of supplies, etc., should be comtrelled
by an able man like Mr. Doutre, a
thorsigh and systeriatic inspection of
the agencies should periodically be
made in erder that the necessity of thy
requirements demanded should be in«
quired into, and also with a view to
ascertalning if the supples reach their
proper destination,

BIG SAVING WOULD RESULT,

“Arcording to the evidende e saving
of about $100,000 per annum wougl be
efféctéd in the Marltie and Fisheries

be dealt with in the sime mantier?
a botrd of say thres compétent fref,.

assisted by inspectors conversant with -
tuling ‘market prices, {0 act as pure

per annum, that he was very friendly |

would lend him the money he would !

ment have been examined before me, |

not within the scope of my duty as de- |

public generally could ke brought to |
view with abhorrence graft and abuse :

|tering the public moneys and property, |

department alone by thn'»dlult_u. Are’
there not other departinents ‘adminis-
téred by the goverment which Soula*

“Would it not be feasible to appoint’

chasing agents for all the depart-
ments?”

“The office of the auditor general is
a very valuable and mecessary one, but
to leave the matter with him alone is
only to lock the stable after the horse
has been stolen.”

Fifty pages of the report are devoted
to a review of the Ottawa officlals who
came chiefly into prominence. The
first of these is Deputy Minister Col.
Gourdeau, who applied for superan-
nuation last April. The first point with
which the judge decals is the complaint
of the civil service commissioners as
to the large gmount of correspondence
which Col, Gourdeau was compelled to
sign, and in this connectiofi’ He points
out the conflict of the colonel’s evidence
and declares “it is In direct confiict
with the correspondence on the files
of the department.”

Proceeding, he says: ‘I think it un-
| fortunate that the deputy minister, af-

ter the lssue of the commission, should
| have had acress to the files of the de-
! partment It appears that papers have
been destroyed. It may be that the
papers burned would throw no lght on
the matters investigated nevertheless I
would have preferred a perusal of the
papers destroyed rather than a peru-
sal of the baskets full of papers of a
semi-private character not destroyed.”

DEPUTY’S RESPONSIBILITY,

Next the judge comes to a discussion
| of the responsibility of the deputy for
l the condition of affairs at the various
| agencies, saying: “I cannot under-
stand how the manner in which the
affairs of the marine department were
being conducted in Quebec, St. John
| and Halifax could have been unknown
| to the deputy. "It is stated that the
| inspectors did not do their duty. Con-

tinuous complaints were being made

of excessive prices paid and so far ap-
| parently there was no practical inter-
! ference LOon the part of the deputy min«
ister responsiBle for the proper man-
agement of the department.”

The judge recalls the letter sent by
Gourdesu to Gregory at Quebec in
1905, in which he told him to pay no
attention to the letters demanding
economy as they were “simply to save

the department in the eyes of the fin- |

ance minister,” and says, “how it
could be expected that the agent at

Quebee would obey his instructions |

from those responsible for the expend-
; iture in the face of such a letter I fail
to understand.”
{ Coming to the guestion of charter-
{ing the steamer King REdward from

| house service in 1404 at the rate of ]
{ $125 per day, Justice Cassels notes that |

Holliday received about $6,600 more

than he was entitled to or at the rate i

{ of $200 per day, less a discount,of $20
per day as en offset for their using the,
vessel also for private business, ‘‘it

was_ sought to place the responsibility-

for this disregard of the contract and
the over-payment on the late minister,
Mr. Prefontaine I think there is no
foundation for such a contention.

“In & great many respects the..evi-

@enck of Col, Courdeau was unsatisfac-
tory and contradictory.” e T

With reference to-the ocharge - made
by Van Felson, manager of the Quebec
branch of the People’s Bank of Hall-

fax, that Assistant Accountant Bou- |

dreau of the department had deéfhanded
$23,000 rake-oft for payment of Holiday
Bros.” account, Justice Casseli says:
“The whole story #s stated by. Van
Felson is wrapped in mystery. T un~
derstand the case will come before a
Juty in Quebec; and possibly they win
be able to unraval it.”

His fordship detailed at soinie length
the story of the thres checks for $1,000
e4ch cashed by Van Feldon, and paid
85 alleged to Boudreau from Holliday.
It 18 a6t proved, he 8ays, that the

ks were signed, and thare is ap-

ntly nothing in. the evidence to
show who recéived the money. Ie
polnts out the several discrepancies and
contradictions In the eveldence as given
by Van Felson, the denial of Boudreau
a8 to the charge, corroborated by the
attendance ook of the department and
the various anomalies in the whole
story. “It is difficult to understand
what motive Van Felson could have in
fabricating the stor>. I have come to
the conclusion that on the evidence as

Halitax
ard Just Prior to the last general elec-

In the matter of Commander Spain's
not cofrect are dealt with &t some
lenigth.“As far as the evidénos shows
) me,” says the report, ‘e has
charging sums for travelling ex+
 penses when the records show that hé
could not possibly have been in the
blaces where he alleges hé was and in
respect of which the charges wers
made, g
¥ instancs, he ulleges, that he
made_a -{rip to Fort Willlam and he
has charged for this trip as of the
wreng date. It would have been very
easy ¢ have brought evidence proving
the truth of this coatention. No such
evidence was adduced, although  the
fullest latitude for the purpose has
been allowed. It is impossible for me
to absolve him from the charges
brought against him by the auditor
general as the matter stands before
me.” With regard to the $500 recafved
from Mr. Polson of Toronto, Justice
Cassels says that there was nothing to
prove any wrongdoing in connection
therewith,

J. F. FRASER SCORED.

The most serious animadversions of
the commissioner have relation to J. F.
Fraser, the former commissioner of

Holliday Brothers of Quebec for light- |

lights, and the purchases from Meérwin
& Co. and F. L. Brooks & Co. Here
again the grave charge is made of
tampering with public records.
Regarding the deals with Brook®
and Merwin, the report says: “It
would appear that Fraser, in disobedi-
ence to the orders of the minister, had
made purchases from Meérwin and
Brooks of notoriety.” He quoutes
Gourdeau’s evidence as to these trans-
actions and merely adds: “Tt seems
to me impossible t6 acquit Fraser un-
til the transactions, with Merwin and
Brooks are'eatlsfagtorny cleared up.”
The well-known story of the transac-
tions with thess firms was re-

vealed hefore ~ the publi¢ ac-
counts committee in 1906 and |
there {is this cothment upon Mer
win’s evidence at Montreal, Merwin,
when confronted with his evidence be-
fore the public accounts com'mltte'el
| and asked to explain how he could |
glve such evidence in the face of the |
testimony given before me, sought to |
explain by stating that he was swear- |
ing for Brooks, that it was inconveni-
ent for Brooks to attend in Otta-va, |
that Brooks had furnished him with a |
statéement, and that when giving ais |
evidence he was giving it for Brooks.” !

Then the reports throw light on |
what happened on its visit to New |
. York which has never before been |

| made public. It sxplains how Brooks!
| wag asked whether he would attend
| for examination, that he wired back |
that he would give evidence before |
the commission if it came to New |

York, and that hé was also willing to |

produce his books, but the report pro-

cecds:

“I am sorry to say the trip proved
futile. Brooks appeared before me
with counsel. He submitted his ledger,
& considerable portion of it being' seal-
ed up. He permitted myself and Mr. |
Watson to look at the private ac-)
counts of Merwin, speaking in a gen- |
eral way they indicated the receipt by
Merwin .of over $40,000 as his Share of
the profits. Next day Brooks a.ppeam-i
ed and although advised by his coun-
sel to submit for examination he de-
clined taking the ground that while
he was willing to give every informa-

| tion he was not willing to be sworn as
| & witness. This information not under |
" oath would be of no use, and I had no
i power in this proceeding to compel his
| examination. The  ledger which he
| showed to me had évery appearancs of
| having been written up at one time, |
| “It would appsar that Fraserhad been |

In New York in the affairs of Brooks '
| & Co. on ome or two occasions Just
prior to my visit to New York. He
| was also represented in New York by
! counsél, who pleaded strongly for an
examination and 1f full production of
the accounts of Merwin and Brooks
with the marihe department had been
proper aeccounts they could Have been
verified in Ottawa from the papers on
the files.

“I do not see why Frassr should have
béen so anxious to see the Books. I
am under thé impresssion that if Fra-
ser had not gone to New York mat-
ters might have turned out differently
and the truth have beeen elicited. As
it is, however, matters 168t whers they

| were.”

THE PATRONAGE SYSTHEM.

Dealing with the patronage list,Judge
~Cussels quotes from the Cob. Gordeau

evidente that the system had caused

“a loss to the country of two hundred

thousand dollars in three Years. He

notes that on May 14, 1908, Mr. Doutre

was appointed purchasing and contract

agent foF the &epirtment. This new

system, according to Mr, Doutre's e

timate, would save from fifty to one

hundred thousand, dollars a week, On

Nav. 24 1908, Mr. Brodeur abolished |
the: patronage system. The judge’s
comments are &s follows: “The system
seems to have been handed down from
one administration to  another since
confederation. In my mind the adop-
tion and continuance of the system is
absolutely wrong.

"It apparetly is bésed on the old
maxim, ‘to the victers  belong the
spoils,” utterly ignowng the fact that
thomytobedubcn«lhmom
contributed by the peopls generally
and not the meney of the peolitical fol-
lowers of the party at the time being |

i in power.” ¢ ¥ v

- -

. BRODEUR PRAISED

BURDEN AOHITS THAT
‘TORES WON BATISH
COLUMBIA BY K LI

GREGORY'SB GRAFT.

n dealing with the Qusbes agancy
first place 1s given to the eondtct of
Agent Gregoryitfe notes that his sal-
ury was only 35,200 and that the ex-
penditure at bis ageéncy was nearly one
million dollars a year. Sometimes he
had advanced money of his own in
order t6 pay wages, ste. On this point,
after quoting o statement by Mr. Gre-
gary that: “They speculated  on me
and I speculated on the others” the re-
port says: “Denuded of verblage the
fact is he has Peen exacting a toll of
five per cent. on ths amount due by
the department to contractors and othe
érd who had the privilége of dealing
with the dGepartment.”

A summarized Ms® of persons dealt
with {e as Pollows: N
- Capt. MoGough, $175, should be en-
titled to consideration,

Capt. Chas. Keenig, $580, absolutely
Tnjustifiable,

Joseph - Fontains, $1.040, was .frank,
but must have had a pretty good idea
that he did what was wrong.

B. Nolet, $70; little doubt that these
Sufs were paid for the purpose of in®
fluencing his judgment.

L. P. Gagne, $660; this money un-
questionably was paid for the -purpose
of emoothing matters over and should
both have been received by Gagne.

Paul Beldue, $1,502, given to smooth

| matters over and improperly recefved®

Capt. Geo. D. O’Farrel, $1,372; accus-
ation accepted despite O’Farrel’s de-
rial as having recelved the sum.

Gilbert Beauchemin, $1,075; charge
proven.

CAPT. SCHMIDT BRIBED.

C. Thompson Schmidt, $2,123. There
is but one explanation of Mr.Schmidt'a
conduct. He received a bribe and he
knew it to be a bribe.

Thos. McConkey, $200; not proven.

James Ferguson, about $150; witness
admitted it.

“It seems to be apparent that these
moneys paid to most of the various
witnesses were paid and received as
bribes.

“They must have known that they
were paid to them in consequence of
their being in a posftion of trust and
in order to smooth over matters in the
way of passing the accounts of the
government.”

MR. HARDING'S CASE.
Dealing with the St. John agency,
Judge Cassels notes that ¥. J. Harding

on a salary of $1,8060 handled ‘expendi-
tures of between two and three hiin~

i dred thousand dollars a year.

Expressing a desire to be ' lenient
with Mr. Harding and drawing atten-
tion ‘to his straitened financial clrcum-
stances the judge comments upon his
case in part as follows:

“His financial transactions with
those having contracts or other deal-
ings with the department were numer-
ous,

“At the same time, while the trans-
aetions were numerous, in the main
they consisted of accommodation af-
forded by his friends, money advanced
to him, his check accepted and cashed
at such times as Mr. Harding’'s friends
thought fit, sometimes within a day
or two, in other cases at longer
periods.

“In the evidence there is not any
specific proof of over payments such
as described in the evidence agduced

| &t Quebec and subsequently at Hali-

fav.

‘“Destruction of papers, difficulty of
procuring production of books, checks,
ete., faced us in St. John, as elsewhere,
Chécks payable to bearer to make it
difficult to trace a tramsaction covered
by such chécks were also in evidence.

‘“While a flenient judgment may be
given it is impossible in my opinion
to condone Mr. Harding’s conduct.

“No agent can faithfully perform the

uties entrusted to him of letting con-
tracts, supervising work and certifying
accounts, etc., when he is under finan-
cial obliggtions to those dealing with
him as re/xwesenttng the department in
the manner described in the evid-
encea.”

Malcolm Morris is described as hav-
ing received about one hundred dollars
in presents and the comment 1made
that the purpose was plain and Morris
had no right to accept the money,

JOHN KELLY ACQUITTED.

John Kelly recelved certain sums
from F. J. Mooney, general contraetor,
The two men, however, were closs
friends, Kelly could hot ald Mooney, |
and the judge declines to find against !
Kel'y, With regard to the Halifax |
agency the following are some of the
genéral remarks made: @

“Patronage in Halifax extended be-
yond the mere niaming of the merchants
and others who comprised the patron-

e,

Laurier Exposes Bogus
Telegram re Asiatic
Exclusion

e

Borden Bribes Whole Pro-
vince, Declares Premier
—Makes Sensation

R

Debate in House Leads to
Bitter Recriminations—
Todd’s Fine Effort

‘W. F. TODD, M. P. P.

OTTAWA, Jan., 22.—The debate on
the address is not as a rule remark-
able for its relevancy to the subject
matter of his excellency’s speech, and
the. discussion with which the house
entéred upon sésslon today was more
irrelevant than usual.

As a legacy of the general election
the opposition apparently found them-
selve8 with a considerable quantity of
solled political linen on their hands,
and this Mr. Borden, With the assist-
ance of Mr. Foster and a Hberal appli-
cation of acld, proceeded Immediately
to wash. One would have thought
that after the lesson taught them in
the recent campaign the Conservative
party would have been glad to leave
laundry operations alone for a tims,
but thére are none s6 blind as those
who will not see.

As has s0 often happened in the
past, all that the leader of \the opposi-
tlon succeedéd in doing today was to
bring troublé upon his own head. The
Prime Minister is too old a parlia-
mentary hand to be taken unawares.
Mr. Borden’s attack was met by a
«counter attack from Sir Wiifrid, the
immediate effect of which was to place
the opposition entirely on the deferise
and to lay bare a chapter in the his-
tory of the last election of which more
will' probably be heard. Hverybody
knows what happened in British Col-
umbia on October 28, and mahy people
may haveentertaified ‘Such an impres-
sion by which the Conservatives cap-
tured a majority in that province, but

age list. ¥t extended to the tomination
by the members of parilament repre-
senting the constituency of individuals,
or as individuals to wHom orders were
to be givén.”

“Excessive pgides were paid in many
instances, and no proper supervision or

It was left to Bir Wilfrld Laurier to
expose i all its nakedness the trickery
which eénabled the opposition to turn
& solld Liberal representation into a
minority.

DBLIBERATR -FABRICATION.

check on the outlay exercised.”

Judge Cassels notés the employment
of eighty additional men in the Dock
Yards during the elsction at the re-
quest of Messrs. Roche and Carney
and accépty Mr. Tremain's view that
it was for electioneering purposes, and
says: "I fall to see how such & trans.
action cafl be justified. a
that similay increasés mads
during  previous eléctions. If this
were s0 it forms’ no justification. 'De-
tails are giver as' t6 the ‘contro]l ex-
erclsed over the patrongage by tie
mémbers of Parilameént. : {

e e el

MONCTON, N:. B, an.' 22.—'“‘wmmmlv

t Jones, Scott Act informes;, Wht hbs -

béen instrumental in conviéting wiits
a number 6f violators of the Soott Aot
in the pa&t month, was arrestéd thig -
evening by Cohstable MéOQarthy I
Shedlac; on a charge of selling liquor
on the last Dominien . electioh - day, -

Jan.

| Sweatman, who is sufferinig from preus.

monia, took. a turn for the worse to-
night and physicians have little hope
ot his Mo, v i |

i

Britlsh Columbia was won for the
Tories not merely by wmisrepresenta~
tion, but by a ueliberate fabrication,
admitted by the leader of the oppusition
himeelf; thougn yet to be fully ex-
plained. That was the revelation which
tame unexpeotedly ‘to the House this
afternoon, backed by indisputable evi-

admission . The
facts brought vut by Bir Wilfrid were
briefly these: On - October 26, the eve
Of eleetion, there appeared in the Daily
Colonist of Victoria what putportsd to
be a fac simile of a telegram sént to
the Conservative party of British Co-
lumbia by Mr. Bordeh. 1t read as fol-
lows: “Your message received. Con-
servative party stands for g white
Canada, absolute protection of white
labor and diwdlute exélusion of Asi-
aties,” THhis message was blazonied
throughout thé entire province of Brit-
ish Columbia as an official declaration

23.—Archbishop . DY Mr. Borden of the Conservative |

party’s policy; and Sir Wilfrid TLaurier
was able to show that. Conservative
candidates, among others Mr. Cowan of
Vancouver, quoted it gg suck

—

Theé Prime Minister was procesding
to comment upon the effects of such a
pronouncement when Mr. Borden jump«
ed to his feet with the statement: “I
did not gend that telegram.” Taken
somewhat aback by this denial, 8ir
Wiifrid replied that Ye Had a copy of
the' telegram as it appeared in the
Colonist, and that he would placs it on
the table. Moreover, he guoted from g
report of a speech delivered by Mr,
Cowan which showed that thdat mem-
ber had read Mr. Bordén's measage at
a meeting on the eve of éléction.

“I don't care,” testily retorted Mr.
Borden, “that is not the telegram I
sent.”

CRUSHING REJOINDER.

“Then,” came the crushing rejsinder
of Sir Wilfrid, ‘“certain members in
British Columbia obtained their seats
on false pretense. I am sorry for the
leader of the opposition, mhd sorry
for his party in Britsh Columbia thu
they should have resonted to lies to
win an eleotion.”

This was too much for Mr. Borden,
who again arose and explsihed that
the message he had sént did not' con-
tain the sentence “the absolute exclyge
sion of Asiatics,” How it came to ap-
pear in the Colonist and to be freely
quotad by his supporters in British
Columbia he did not explain and the
house was léft to assume that the
words had been added purposely, ma-
liciously.

MR. TODD BEGINS.

When the house met the Bpeaket an«
nounced that he had received a letter
from William Sloan resigning his séat
in Comox-Atlin and bad issued ths
usual order for a writ of election. Then
W. F. Todd, the new member for
Charlotte; N. B.,, who defeated Mr.
Ganong, rose to move the address in
reply to the speech’from the vhrone.
Taking the speech paragraph by para+
graph, Mr. Todd enlarged upon them
with a fluency that favorably impress-
ed the house He gave an illuminative
and comprehensive review of Canada’s
recent progress as a nation notlng its
increasing importance as a worl®
power. He was followed by Mr. Tur-
cotte of Quebec county, who, speak-
ing in French, dwelt eloquently upon
the tercentenary celebrations.

Both mover and seconder were warm-
ly complimented by Sir Wilfrild Lau-
rier and Mr. Borden on their excellent
speeches,

Mr. Borden followed WMy, Turcotte
and gquickly introduced a note of re-
crimination. BSmarting under the de-
feat sustained at the polls he made a
labored effort to show that the system
of representation was responsible for
the government’s return, and then he
plunged into what was intended as an
attack upon Ildberals for the use they
had made of a notorloud “duty of
hour” pamphlet. If Mr. Borden had
taken the advice of some of his friends
hé would have let slaepihg dogs le,
but apparently thdat awful pamphilet

proceeded to6 dény in vigorous terms
the statement that it had been circu=
lated by the Conservative party.
“That statement is an absoluls galse-
hood,” he declared, and his party

not’ allowed to pass unchallenged.
“Allow me to tell my thondrable
friend that the pamphlet was ciroulat-.
ed in Pictou county by the Conssrva~
tives,” said B. M. MacDonald. Thus
cornered Mr. Borden changed ths sib-
Ject, passing on to deal with the sug~
gestion that session of parlamens ‘
should be shortened. Alt
about obstruction of his party he lames-
ly endeavored to fix the responsibility
for recent léngthy sessisons upon the

dilatoriness in bringing down legisia-
tion. He contluded with an allusion to
the bill promised to penalize secret
commissions and gratuities which gave
him a text for dilating on bribery of
constituencies.
EXPRESSED SURPRISH

Sir Wilfrid Laurier expressed sur-
prise that Mr. Borden should havs
been so innocent &s t6 metheds by
which “duty of hour” had been diss
tributed. “It was distfibuted Starrep-
tiously by the Conservative party,”
he declared, “and broadly and openly
by thé Liberal pasty.” \

With this neat descripton  of what
really happenéd Bir Wiltrid passed on
to survey of the results of the election.
He pointed out that In thé Mavitms
Provinces in Quebes, evan in Ontario,
the strength of government foress
practically remained unchanged. They

warm trbute, that the success in that
brovince had been obtained by methods
Which were not credtablé to the Céns
servativés, In the provines of British
Columbia = the situation had alse
changed, but it had changed bésause

of the lsste raised of s white Brltish
Columbia, At some length dand “With

admirable restraint the prime minibter

broceeded to compare ‘the pollsisy of
the two parties in regard to the ex<

clusion of Asiatics and to show that ~ ~

the policy of restriction acoupted Gy

lay heavily on his cénséience and he °

cheered. The disclaimer, however, was

government, whom .he charged with

had suffered in Manitobd, but ha haa =~
it from Mr, Sifton to whom he _pald S

Japan and thémsélves was infnitéss

preferable to the poliey of Mgld and '

absolute exc¢lusion advocated by ths
Conservatives.
e

{Continued on Page. 1) b

o T T U —————

b

DT TR




