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effort at improvement and to magnify every 
defect while the Company’s prospects are 
steadily improving, is a course as unpatriotic 
as it is unfair, and should he frowned upon 
by every one t concerned in the prosperity oi 
Canadian enterprises, and interested in tin. 
development and progress of the country.

j

OUR UNEXPLORED LANDS.

Until quite recently it has been generally 
believed that the large extent of country 
between the head of Lake Superior and the 
settled districts of Ontario, and extending 
northward to James’ Bay, was utterly 
barren and uninhabitable. Recent explora­
tions, however, would go to show that this 
description ns entirely overdrawn, and that, 
at the very lowest estimate, there are many 
tracts of good land to be found, which are 
quite capable of settlement.

It is not very creditable to us, as a j«copie, 
that so little should be known of the real 
character of the interior of our country. It 
is only within comparatively a few months 
that we have known anything about the 
Lake Nepigon region. We lu^l heard, it is 
true, that there was a sheet of water of some 
kind somewhere north of 8nj«erior and con­
nected with it,. But it is only since the 
recent visits of Prof. Bell and staff, Messrs. 
Herrick, Fleming, Beatty and others, gov­
ernment engineers, and a few adventurous 
travelers, that we have learned that Nepigon 
is a large and beautiful lake ; that it is con­
nected with Lake Superior by a fine river, 
and that in the region there is sufficient fer­
tile land to pfford homes for a goodly number 
of settlers.

Further evidence that the interior of the 
country is not so inhospitable as it hss been 
painted, comes to us from Moose Factor)', 
one of the Hudsons Bay Company’s posts. 
This place is situated near James’ Bay, 
about 500 miles north of Toronto. Scarcely 
anything is known by the people of Canada 
regarding this section of country. It has 
been the [interest, heretofore, of the great 
fur monopoly and its agents, to represent it 
as utterly barren and useless, and this has 
long been the general opinion. But a letter 
recently published in Ottawa frwni a gentle­
man at Moose Fatory, bearing elate the 25th 
August last, speaks quite favorably of the 
character of that comparatively unknown 
region. If his statements can be rejied t'jxm, 
not only the soil, but in many sections tlto 
climate, is equal to “ central or even western 
Canada."

The soil of the country ar< and Moose 
Factory is dcscri1»cd as very fertile, and 
finer crops the writer of tlw letter re­
ferred to never saw, than those growing
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large surfacd of country, which js quite 
suitable for wheat-growing. This has been 
frequently proved by experiments at the 
Hudson Bay Company’s posts. At Moose, 
besides barley, Cats and pen», lettuce, 
rhubarb, cabbage, cauliflower, cucumbers, 
rad dishes, turnips, carrots, beets, parsnips, 
and many varietiemof both annual and jicren- 
nial flowers, were iwn this season to great 
perfection. The qwintry is well-wooded, 
abounds in mineral wealth, and contains 
many splendid lakes and rivers, which are 
alive with wild fowl and fish. The writer 
urges that the Ticific railway should pass 
through that country, “ keeping well clear 
of the mountainous districts north of Lake 
Superior," for “a.railroad j atsing through 
this country would! have a two-fold object : 
firstly, to ojien u|> this vast country for 
agriculture ; and j secondly, as being the 
easiest and safest rLnte to Reel River.”

We confess to Having res«l this valuable 
letter with .surprise, and, if the writer has 
correctly represented the facts, we consider 
that he is quite justified In asking : “ With a 
fertile soil, and a climate suitable for grain- 
growing, is it too ninch to hope that this will 
be a great agriefilti ral jountry at a day not 
very far distant f” j

The above may L i t é sanguine a view to 
take, but after the experience we have had 
in the Free tirant district of Musk oka, we 
cannot doubtIthat tlure are large tracts of 
land in the interior of the country well 
worthy of out" attejitioxi. Only a few years 
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at the former district 
contains much fer le laiid, and is rapidly 
filling up with hard; and industrious settlers. 
The possibility is tl at tens of thousands of 
acres of good land, put a little of it 1 «etter 
than the lands of he Free Grant district, 
exist in the unexpi red country to which we 
have lieen alludinj and that lief ore many 
years these local i cs arc destined to be. 
opened up, and bc< me the »’>.>do of a lu my 
and thriving pop’ll ion.
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vemment with increased energy. The officers 
of the Geological Hfirvey, and the engineers 
sent out hy the Ontario Government rAurucd 
from their explorai uns to the m ith of Lake 
Siqsrrior, lw 'iitly The n >uit of their 
11hours should lie speedily laid before the 
public, snd prepW it ions should he made
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daring the wlifter for beginning the wofk 
next spring ai soon as the season oi«cim> 
Every acre at {firming land found north and 
east of Lake Superior, adds to the in»ix«st­
ance and briglpéens the future of Canada, afid 
Ac cannot kn<Mr a day too soon how muA 
of such land wit really possess.
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THUBTENINO THE PRESS.

An unseemly 4isagTreraeat has arisen bet 
the London Vfi^orfcr snd the Royal Insnr 
Company. In consequence of some strictures 1 
that journal upon the management of the Roys 
the Managers serin to have been aroused into • 
state of unw onted indignation ; they cut off their 
subscriptions,- afi<i attempt to terrify the editir 
with the asuoqsicemect that all future sdvertisi* 
patronage will fit withheld from his puldivatio*. 
The conduct >•!' these Managers appears to ua, it 
this distance, V», be little else than childiah. L

But the sensifile thinking public-will be tempt­
ed to ask—Wtf take such mortal offence at ja 
little criticism h Has the Royal become so i 
twined to the stfiDothing-down process that t 
back-stroke nflténly raises its hair, but muscs I 
ire f Or is it gnssible that this editor has I 
some ]xiiut<d. truths, which -an be better 
‘•bluffed" tliââ denied ? The Reporter roan de- 
dedans hie tientiou—now that bis wrath Is 
stirred up—ufjfii' king “ this ovei blown bublie^" 
and laying law; to the jmliiic gase the affsiis of 
an lustitutius which he declarea is “ rotten l« 
the core." lfi the editor of the Rejtortrr efin 
establish hi* illegal inns, or even • moiety of 
them, this «jssfrd will possess great interest in 
more then one fiomcr of the globe. x

While the spekesmen of the Royal hare acted 
a foolish part, fie cannot acquit the Reporter at 
fully. Its < 11rinsin', display too much trm]«v. 
It would s. <• in tint the editor has for the moment 
lost sight of (l.c interests of the jioWic in the 
pique of the journalist. No journal shonld be 
inadr the rebidk'pf personal spite, nor should its 
utterances l«e flk-tatrd by mere private interests.

In another Hendon "paper-, one of the lient and 
moat enterprising of our English exchanges—Th' 
Rrrietc, the Kfimpeau Assurance Society displays 
similar »• n-itipmeas to critiriam. The directors, 
through the Company's solicitors, inform the 
editor that tiiOfr “hare reason to believe that the 
ensuing uina'i* of The Rerietr «rill contain IP el- 
loos matter alBfi ting the Society," and state their 
determination ■ l^ewefie Mm forthw ith if any­
thing def.iniMurj eppenm. To w mind. thie is 
putting the infirk ness and forlvaranee of an editor 
t„ , too sdvsfi- test. Such unwarranted inter-

explorin'' the in- ferrere with *•- Wlerty ..f the press would not W
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cuted bv our G.,- ........ , ' V'f "T^
1 - i nalists in t;ni manner. It is little wonder that •

host of sr.il. :lhi t life insurance and other otgeei- 
mg up, flourished, and fattened 
n unsuspreting public. Againat

______ _ hi, f th« re is no remedy ao effective
leg a fi^tj-ii spl; ami we at on-’e Iwcouie suspi i.*a 
of i:.e svifinilra» and hom-aty of any institution 
whi l, shrinks from criticism, and seeks to elude 
it by srteififiAg t "i mnal* the press.
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