
nu» should have an opportunity to aiov Ant there ans In hi», 

•"* here enrodroneo built by Joint efforts upon plans approved 

individually by each of us In turn.

Beginning in Oct# 190?, the Afl a delation wanted at rçr 

vOtrahedml structures until the Middle ef Deconber, 1907,

*nm the kite •Cygnet* was cog* luted in Jhlch TA eat# Self ridge 

îaade an ascent. The kite flew very steadily la the sir at an 

elevation of about ICO ft# and cune down as slowly rmd gently 

that Li out# 3« If ridge whose view ef the %tur was cut off by 

the silk i»urf juoes below hln, was quito unaware tha. the kite 

«as coning dean until he reached the water# Hot being prepared 

for the descant ho fulled to release tho tewing line ee that 

the kite was wrecked by being dragged full speed through the 

water by the atmezor Blue Hill# It ia needless to nay to this 

audience that this accident did not in any way reflect iç>en 

the flying qualities of the kite. Its behavior in the air was 

eoixMMitly satisfactory, and it was not designed to stand the 

strain of being pulled threu^i the water#

Shortly after the death ef Lieut, Selfridge a state* 

neat appeared In a Boston newspaper, purporting to enlnata 

free a cousin of Lieut# olfrldge to the effect that hie fall 

in the Wltdit Brothers rsachine was net the first disaster ef 

the kind that had happened to hln# She rensien left by the 

article was that the tetrahedral kite *C. gn*t* had ruide a 

sudden dive slnllor to the dive of Orville -'ri~htfo achlne 

and that Lieut. Selfridge9* life had «ni b*o» ***** If tftg 

fast that he fell upon water instead ef on X^tad# ?his, h< 

is a ni stake node by one tdio had not witno^eod the filait#


