Bulletin Ne. XV

-
an should have an epportunity to show what there mms in him,
wd have asrodromes bullt by jeint efforts upon plans spproved
individually by cach of us in tum,

Seginning in Oct, 1907, the Asseciation worked at iy
-etrahedral structures until the middle of Decamber, 1907,
when the kite "Cygnet® wus completed in which Lieout, Salfridpe
nade an ascent, The kite flew very steadily in the air at an
elevation of about 162 £8, and canwe down 36 slowly and gently
that Liout, 3elfridge whose view of the water wus cut off YWy
“he silk surfaces delow hin, wms jquite unsware tha. the kite
ras céming doun until he reached the water, Neot delng prepared
for the descemnt he falled to releass tho towing line 20 that
the ‘kitc was wrecked hy being dragged full speed throush the
vater by the stemmer Dlue Mill, It is neodliovsas %9 say to this
audience that this accident did not in any way reflect wpon
he fiying qualities of the kite, Its behavier in the air was
eninently satisfactory, and it was not designed to atand the
strain of heing pulled threugh the mater,

Shertly after the death of Lieut, Selfridge a astate=

nent sppeared in a Zoston newgpaper, purperting te eminate

frem a cousin af Lisut, elfridge to the efTect that his fall

in the Wright Bfothcru mechine was not the first disaster of

the kind that had happened %o him, The lmpression left by the

article was that the tetrahedral kite "C, met® had nade a

sudden dive similar te the dive of Orville Jrimti?s rachine

and that Lisut, ;.M?.frldgo'a 1ife had enl hHeon saved by the

she TlightS,

15 & nistake made by one e had not wi ieacd
//

: I
faot that he foll upsn water instead of on land, This, howewer, |

i




