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opganized. But before starting,

of the direetions he would'try and

» I\bad without a word, slippad Luesden

reek Testament) into my pocket. The

conversation, or diecussion, seemed to interest

our friends.”I had my friend, the Doctor, slong ;

and finally Mr. M——, of *the standing order;’

got the Foreknowledge of God, which be evident-
ly regarded as his strong point. )

« 8aid 1.’ ¢ Sir, it becomes us to spesk with
reverence on the atltributes of God; but I will
propound one question to you before’ entering
into that subject. You will please answer me—
yes or no. The question is this: ‘Is the fore-
knowledge of God the cause of the acts and vo-
litions of man ¥’

¢ He besitated, but I pressed the question.
‘ You'may answer—yes or no, either way—it is
indifferent to me ; but an answer I must have be-
fore going into that subject. He declined to
answer—yes or no, ‘ Thep, sir, we leave thst
region of the subject for the present’ After-
ward, I quoted a passage of Seripture in defence
of my doctrinal platform. ~Rev. Mr. M dis-
puted the correctness of tho translation. ¢ Sir,’
said, 1, ¢ considering the authority upon which
our present translation of the Bible bas been put
forth, and by Which it is cndorsed, had we not
better admit it in our conversation, and preduce
our proofs accordingly ?'

« He would not yield the point, and insisted

at the main idea was not brought out in the
tranelation. ¢ Well, sir, on that I join icsue. 1
contend that the passage is correctly translated
from the original Greek. Will you, sir, please
get your Greek Testament and see ? Lst us ex-
amine it before these gentlemen, who are com-
petent judgee.’

+ He went off into his library end fumbled
awhiie, endsreturned, saying he could not lay
bhis hand on his Greek Testament; somebody
had taken it off, he reckoned.

“ Very fortunately sir, I can supply you with
s copy. Here (handing it to him), will you be
s0 good s 10 read the passage to these gentle-
men? ! .

« He took the book, turned it over, and ssid,
as he handed it back, I had not specified chepter
and verse, Whereupon I opened to the text,
put my finger on it, and handed it back to him-
¢ There, sir, please read it to ue, and point out
the fault you find with the present transiation.’

¢ Then, {p his shame, he had there to confess
that he could not read the Greek at all!. We
broke up at that point. His own picked friends
were perfectly satisfied, and so were mine, of
course. He left there in less than four months.”
— Bishop McTyeire.

Provincial Geeslepun.

Wi DPNESDAY, JUNE 35, 1867.
The Halifax District Meeting.
In the” order of the Minutes of Conference

the Halifax District occupies the first place,

and its annual meeting for the present year has
been first in time of all the Districts in the

Provinces. A few notes are subjoined of its

late very agreeable sessions at Avondale.

This beautiful name has of late years been
given to a flourishing-village in the‘township of
Newport, Nova Scotia. It is situated chiefly on
rising ground on the right bank of the Avon, 3
few miles from Windsor. It is seen to great
advantage by the numerous tourists that are
carried through the Basin of Minas, and across
the Bay of Fundy, by the fine and swift steam-
boat “ Empress” That part of Newport has
long been the home of Wesleyan families ; and
who have lately evinced exemplary and liberal
interest in the prosperity of their church, in the
erection, without debt, of a beautiful place of
worship, with steeple, bell, class-rooms, and a
spacious lecture or school-room, which is some-

“what inaptly styled the ¢ vestry.” This word
suggests vestments; and then “ man millinery,”
and then “ritualism.,” Now no people are more
free from the suspicion of hurtful ritualism than
the Wesleyans of Avondale, not a distinctive
clerical vestment, either white, or green, or
scarlet, is to be seen in the so-called * vestry.”
It may therefore be deserving of consideration
whéther the useful and commodious part of the
sacred edjfice, which is here referred to, should
receive another name, as the “ Sunday School,”
or “ Lecture Room,” or “ Week-day Chapel.”
Since the Church was built, the Wesleyans of
Avondale have erected an excellent residence
for their pastor; and with some aid from the
Parsonage Aid Committee, they have completed
it without debt. The parsonage occupies a
healthy site, from which the prospect is wide,
cheering and diversificd. It is near the church,
and in the midst of the happy homesteads whose
thriving families worship within its walls. The
Circuit not being very large, it has now become
one of the very desirable charges of our Con-
nexion. May it never be less happily occupied,
nor less successfully cultivated than by its pre-
sent incumbent, the Rev. H. McKeown, whose
zealous labours have been made a blessing to
very many, both old and young.

The District sessions began in Avondale on
the 29th ult.,-and closed on the morning of the
31st. All its ministerial members were present,
except the Rev. H. Pope, Senr., whose absence
was very fitly excused, first by the Chairman,
the Rev. J. McMurray, and afterwards by the
full District Meeting. Nicholas Mosher, Esqr.,
was also present in his capacity ot Circuit
Steward. It is greatly to be desired that he
had been supported by a similar officer from
every Circuit in the District.

It is with pleasure and gratitude recorded
that !he\stalist’cal and financial returns were
satisfactory. There appears an increase in the
number of members, and of scholars, and in
some of the Funds—especislly of the Contingent
and Home Mission Fund. This is due chiefly
to the thoughtful generosity ol cur people in the
two Halifax Circuits. No part of the District
has made so much progress during the year as
our work in the city. All the office-bearers
and members may well thank God and take

- courage.

The only probationer in the Di trict, I1. O, B,
Johnson, passed a most creditable examiuation,
He will be unanimously and cordialiy recom-
mended to be received into full connexion with
the Conference. One young man from Middle
Musquodeboit was examined in order to his
being received on ftrial for our ministry. He
produced a favourable impression on the Dis-
trict Meeting, who will recommend his being
accepted by the Conference as a probationer.
_l'rogress has been made during the year, in the
improvement of the property of the church,

Apphc.auon has been authorised to be made
frqm I\elw Germany to the l‘gm,].ze Aid Com-
mittee for a grant towards the cost of a house
for the minister on that Circuit.

There can be
no doubt but the application being according to

rule will be consi .
mned.l be considerately and kindly enter-

be: lthort ‘t?me was spent in considering how

o 0 l.mng the authority of Conference to
- th:."?.‘( the use of tobacco by its members,

o » Il it be possible, the practice may ro
onger be countenanced b

y the example of one
renc
preacher of our Body. An overture to that

iy,

effoct will be made to the Conference,and not,

altogetber in vain.

Divine service was held in the church each
evening and morning of the sessioms.. These
were numerously attended, and to many they
were seasons of refreshing from the presence of
the Lord. The preachers were the Revs. L.
Gaetz, H. Sprague, A. M, R. O. B. Johnson
and Mt. Mills, the candidate.

The feeling of the meeting was very devout,
tender, and earnest, whilst the means which can
be further used for the promotion of vital godli-
ness was the subject of conversation. The

ministers gladly united to renew their personal |

consecration to God and his sacred cause, re-
solving by his help to become all things to all
men, if by any means they may save some.
But their dependence is not on themselves, nor
on the well-tried system of doctrine and discip-
line which they exhibit and enforce; but their
trust is in that mighty Arm, which they ador-
ingly acknowledge to be the great ‘Worker of
all spiritual and saving help which is done upon
the earth.

Preparations are in progress for the assem-
bling of Conference in Halifax, and prayer is
already being offered that the coming great
occasion may prove the best, in every good
sense, which our Connexion has yet held. May
the God of all grace give the effectual word
unto his servants, that they may go on. and
more abundantly prosper, until many thousands
shall be translated from the power of darkness
into the kingdom of His dear Son. -
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From our English Correspondent.
The May Meetings and the Secular Press— The
Wesleyan Missionary Meeting— London Mis-
sionary Sociely Meeting—Bible Bociety Meet-
ing—Home Missionary Meeting— Meeting in
connection with Day Schools, and the West-
minster Training Institution — Returns in
District Meelings— Debate on Rilualism from
the House of Lords—Recent charie of the
Bishop of Salisbury— Death of Mr. John

Henderson.

The numerous meetings at Exeter Hall dur-
ing this month seem to bave been sustained with
uhabated interest. - As rallying points for vari-
ous religious Societies, whose Chrisiian labours
extend over almost the whole world, these anni-
versaries are year by year cordially welcomed ;
and they efford in manv ways sid and encour-
agement to thousands who are engaged in the
work of the: Lord both at home and ebroad.
The secular press f the country has frequently
spoken contemptuousiy of Exeter Hall, and ex
pecially with reference to Missionary labours,
has rebuked the zeal which sought to cbristianize
snd civilize “ Hotteutots and Fijians,” while
our own cities and towus abounded with men,
women, and children, suuk in ignorance and
vice. But of late these ** organs ¢f public
opinion,” have been looking at the :ubj ctiu a
more just and friendly spirit, and in ove of the
most widely circulated and influestisl of them,—
a paper too often sceptical and flippant in ite
mode of dealing with religious questions,—the
following remarks recently appeared,—** Nor
are we inclined to loock upon Missionary enter-
ptise with the sanre cynical contempt which is
fashionable in certain quartess. A great country
profesting to be civilized sod claimiog to be
Christien, has something more to do with infe-
rior races than merely to trade on their wants
or their vices. Lzt us also recollect that amongst
our Missionarics bave been sume of the purest,
the noblest, the most heroic spirits ever found
on the earth. Hence, even if the May Meet-
ings dealt with foreign countries slone, we
should hesitate to say an unnecessary word in
their condemnation ; whilst dealing 8s they do
with home troubles, and home sorrows, orga-
nizing benevolence, developing the vague im-
pulees of individual philsnthropy into s mighty
social force, they challenge the Learty sympathy
of all whe accept ihe doctrines of Christianity.”

One of the first gatherings was our own
Missiooary Meeting, under the Presidency of
the Lord Mayor of London, acd the vest as-
sembly warmly responded to the heart-stirrirg
sppeals which were made ou behalf of Protes-
tant truth, aud the Missionary cause.  Accord-
ing to the report, the receipts for the year, home
and foreign, amounted to £148,140—being an
increz:e on the year of £6000. The expendi-
ture was £147,681, thus leaving a small balance
towards the reduction of the debt. However,
had it not been for some specisl contributions,
the expenditure weuld have largely exceeded the
inccme. Considering the severe commercial de-
preasiov. of the last yeer, the foarncial state of
the Society is thought to be satisfoctory.  8till
it will require larger efforts 1o suctain even our
existing missions, to say nothing of ex'ending
the work.

The frieads of the London Missionary Society
have for eome time foit considerable apprehen-
sion, iu consequencs of the seriows disparity
between ite resources and the ever-growing de-
mends of its worl,

From the report precented to the meeting, it
appeared that the exscess of cxpenditure over
incosne had reached the sum of £25,000. A
large outlay had been made iu iucreasing mis-
sion sgencies in Indis, China and Madagascar ;
and it was stated that very diligent and perse-
vering excrtions must be put forth in order to
bring up the annual receipts to the existing re-
quirements of the Socivty

Perhaps the Institution whose annusl meet-
ing is regsrded with most general interest is the
Bible Society. Supported by ail denominations,
with *'};;isco;mliuu. Presbyterit n, Methodist and
Congregatiocalist mivisters fralernally occupy-
ing its platform, end edvccating its claims, it

resents even more than the Evangelical Al-
liauce, the substantial usity of Protestantism,
We ere glad to bs able o state that the past
year bas been one of progress aud prosperity.
The incom+ was raore thsn £10,000 iu advance
of the preceding year, and copies of the sacred
Scriptures numbering rearly two miliions and
The total ex-
penditure of the year amounted to £216,445.

a-half, wero put into circulstion.

Our Home Missionary Meeting was held in
the City Road Chapel. Our true-hearted and
generous friend, Wm. McArhur,"Esq, occupy-
ing the chair. From the able and deeply inter-
esting report of the Secretary, the Rev. Charles
Prest, to whise untiriog exertions the Home
Mission departmest of our work is deeply in-
debted, it appeared that duriog the past ten
years, the increase in the income of the Society
had been £8,000. Eighty Home Missionary
Ministers are now emplcyed in various parts of
the country, and in mast cases with a gratifying
amount of success. Particular attention has
been peid to that most important branch of
this work which relates to the Army and Navy.
Year after year young men enter the naval ard
military services of the country who in some
way are connected with Methodism, and who
prefer its ministrations ; but only uctil very re.
cently have we done anything worth mentioning
to meet their case.  After lengthened negotia-
tions with the suthorities’at the War Office, our
Ministers have received official recognition and
sanction. Mr. Kelly, our 4rmy Chaplain at
Chatham, one of our principal garrisoa towns,
has 800 men under his care. In all we have
eight ministers exclusively devoting their la-
bours to the Wealeyans in the Army and Navy.

The Annusl Meeting in counection with our !
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Day Schools, and the Wes/minster Training
Tuetitution ‘was held in the Centenary Hall, the
ch#ir being taken by our earmest frieud, Mr.
Sheriff Lycett. Referring te the unsettled state
of the grest question of populer education,
with more especial sllusion to the uncertainty
as to whether, or not the government would con-
tinue to make grants in aid of Denominational
education, Mr. Sycett observed, ** Whether we
get any grant or not, we have commenced 8
great system for educsting the poor «f our own
people ; snd if we do not receive any govern-
ment aid, we are bound es a religious body still
to maintain a!l the schools that we have in ex-
ister ce, and to increase them to tbe utmust of
our vower, so as not ouly to give a sound secu-
lar ‘-aining, ‘but a thoroughly religious educa-
tion.” These words no doubt truly express the
sentiments commonly entertained by our people
throughout the entire country. Tobe report
statos that ¢ the progress of Wesieyan educa-
tiv: is cheering. Eight new schools have been
erected at a cost of £9,5C0, and twenty one
other buildings have been adapted and opene
for Day-school purposes. By this outlay provi-
sion has been made for 5,500 scholars.”

The speeches at this, and at the various other
meetings, were of a kigh order, intelligent, ear-
nest, clear, as of men who felt that they were
dealing with questions of unutterable impor-
tance, and in the face of perilous errois.

Last week all our District Meetings, with two
or three exceptions, were held. The return of
members of society, so far ss at present ascer-
tained gives a nett increase on the year of 4,863
with 18,379 on trial. 61 candidates for the minis.
try, recommended by the March Quarterly meet-
ings, were presented for examination. Generally
speaking there seem to be encouraging indica-
tions of religious influence. Yet when we take
into account the agencies ceaselessly at work in
and around our chapels and schools, it must be
felt strongly, anxiously felt, that much more
should be expected.

Last Monday week there was an energetic
debate in the House of Lords, brought on by the
Earl of Shaftesbury, who moved the second
reading of the Clerical Vestments Bull. The
object of the Billis to give the force of statu’e
law to the 58th Canop, which prescribes what
vestments are to be worn by the different orders
of the clergy, and which are very unlike the
elaborate garments now used by the ritnalists.
The Earl strongly condemned the return to a
Romish ceremonia', declaring that it was high
time to interfere for the restoration and mainte-
nance of that purer worship introduced with the
English Reformation. The Bishop of London
thought there was too much reason for sadness
and alarm, and supported the Bill. Other
Bishops spoke against ritualism ; but the Blshop
of Oxford observed that the Church of England
was a Church of comprehension, embracing
those who sympathised with Rome and those who
inclined to Geneva, and he thought that both
parties should be free to carry out their particu-
lar views! The Earl of Derby counselled
waiting for the report of the Royal Commission
which had been appointed to consider the sub-
ject. The strength of the Government thus go-
ing against the Bill it was lost, yet by a majority
of only five. We now wait to see what the
Royal Commission will suggest.

Our most advanced ritualistic Prelate is Dr
Hamilton, Bishop of Salisbury. Last week he
delivered his triennial charge at Bridport in the
presence of ajarge number of clergy and church-
wardens ; and strongly defended doctrines so
nearly approaching transubstantiation and priest-
ly absolution, that it would be difficult to detect
any real difference between his views and those
of the Churchof Rome. During the delivery
of Charge, a clergyman rose and solemnly pro-
testing against the Bishop left the church. Be-
fore the close of the service every churchwarden
followed his example. In the aftetrnoon thirty-
four churchwardens signed a document, in which
they respectfully but firmly repudiated the doc-
trines contained in the charge, and at once pre-
semted it to the Bishop. Since then, however,
the English Church Union has forwarded to his
Lordship a letter of thanks for his charge.

[he adherents of ritualism form undoubtly a
very numerous and influential party; and it is
equally certain that the Roman Catholics look
upon them as most useful auxiliaries.

In the Christian obituary of the past moath
we have the name ot an emicent member of the
United Presbyterian Church, Mr. Jobn Hen-
derson of Glasgow. He was held in great and de-
served esteem, on account of his many excellen-
cies. A lover of all good men, he was one of the
founders and warm supporters of the Evangeli-
cal Alliance. It may be truly said of him that
he was ready for every good work, and he free-
ly gave of his great wealth to numerous religious
and philanthropic objects. It is estimated that
for many years past he gave away £40,000 a
year. He entered into rest at the advanced age
of eighty-five,

May 24th, 1867,

Mt. Allison Anniversary Exercises

Of these exercises we had a gratifying report
in our last issue from the pen of an esteemed

correspondent. The following communication
is an additional testimony on the same subject :

MEk. Epitor,—Heaving had the pleasure of
being present at most of the Exercises and Ex-
aminations in connection with the close of the
Collegiate year at the Educational Institutions
at Sackville, N. B, it gives me great pleasure
to be allowed to place before your readers a
brief description of snd comment upon the
various performsnces.

THE COLLEGE EXAMINATIONS
occupied three days, and as usual were conducted
by & Committee, whose report of the scholarly
acquirements of the studente was most favorable.
It is certain, to those who are acquainted with
the working of this portion of our Educational
wachinery, that Mount Allison College is in its
sucoess second to noue in the Provinces, and that
its graduates stand notubly high emid their lite-
rery compeers. .

THE ACADEMIC EXAMINATIONS
were carried on simultaneously in both branches.
Not being bleszed with the power of ubiquity [y
was impossibie to be present during the sessions
of all the Classes, but from the reliable testimony
of others, as well as from personal inspection, I
may confideotly assert that the proficiency of
the students was fully equal to that of former
yeare. In the ladies’ Branch the Classes in
Book-keeping and Physical Geography, with the
senior French Class, showed considerable ac-
quaintance with the texts books, and readiness
in answering the various questions propounded
by teachers and visitors. On the other side
there bad evidently been careful training, snd
in most cases a just appreciation of the value of
the knowledge imparted.

THE ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES

commenged at nine A. M. on Tuesday morning.
Before the doors were opened large numbers,
eager and expectant, had gathered in readiness
to find :uitable seats as soon as the students
officers snd visitors had taken their places.—
Soon the commodious Hall was filled to over-
flowing, while straine of soft melody floated from
the organ, under the skilled manipulation of

Prof. Brown. The Latin and Greek Orations of
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the Junior College Classes were rendered with

the fire and fervoe of Cicero and Domouhen-u.
The Essays of the Ladies of the Graduating
Class, read in sweet accents, pruernd the old
time reputation of the powers of thought and
besuty of diction of the gentler sex. These
were followed by the Bachelor’s Orations, which
for eloquence and elegance have never been sur-
passed in the history of these deservedly p‘{P"l“
Institutionse. To draw invidious comparisons,
or to criticise the various productions, were (0
assume a position opposed to that of an ?rdx-
pary correspondent. The two Master’s Orations,
delivered by Messrs. Inch and A. A. Steckton,
proved this fact, that the training of the p‘nt
was bringing forth rich fruit in the present, which
in turn promises far richer harveets in the future.
THE ALUMNI MEETINGS .
took place as appointed. The public meeling
on Monday evening was addrested by the Rev.
J. G, Angwin of Fairville, who took for his ax'xb-
ject “ Hea sand Hands,” keeping the ettention
and interest of the large audience for nearly en
hour. On Tuesday the Annual business meet-
ing convened in the Museum of the New Aca-
demy. Some thirty old students were present,
who after transacting the necessary business re-
tired to the new Dining Room, where they en-
joyed a social cup of tes, and indulged in many
pleasant reminiscences, partig 8t last unwill-
ingly, and determined to work s opportunity
presented for the prosperity of their Alma Mater.

In rapidly glanciog at the varions interesting
occurrences we must 1ot forget the able sermon
delivered on tbe Sabbath evening by the Rev. J.
R. Narrawsy, A.M., who strove to impress upon
the minds of his youthful hearers the sdvantege
of posseesing true uebility of charagter

1 cannot conclude without referrlog to the
stately and beautiful building which now, almost
finished, occupies the site of the oue not long
since destioyed by fire. The externsl finish and
internal arrangements cannot well be surpassed,
and il the blessing of God sattend the arrange-
ments which will be eutered upon in Auguet
pext, the chutch snd country need not fear Lhe
future results,

It is hoped that all will be ready to vnterupen
the next Academic year under happy auspices,
that manv students will be found in the new
halle, and that peace acd prosperity may attend
the eutire operations of theze valued Educat'onal
Institutione.

Yours, &c. ALUMNUS.

Human Agency and its Results.

There are departments in nature, as wel as
in religious matters, where humaco sgency has
no place.
the univ:rse mansges the affairs of these de-

instrumentalities, according to his own wills
There are slso large fields in voture’s wide do-
main, snd in the extensive pastures of grace,
whote cultivation and fruitfulness depend on
the voluntary egency of human beings.
are wilderness places,—where, in all its wild
grandeur, the primeval forest yet reigns, which

substances, and grezing heids cf cattle. And
there are meapny wora! wastes on earth, not
only in hesthendom, but in lands favoured
with christianity, which ought to rejoice and
blossom as the rose. But they are not only
not improving, but growing worse, and will
continue to do so notwithstanding the rich
provisions of grace, unless the human agency
of the church does well its part.

Neither the resources of the world nor of the

gospel have yet been fully tested. There may
be mines of wealth—treasures of immense va-
lue, within the grasp of multitudes, of which
science and genius have never dreamed. These
in the order of Divine providence will be forth-
coming whenever 1eally needed.
No sane man charges the Most High with
inattention to the wants of his creaturos ; much
Jges does Le ineiouate that the Divine resources
(are failing. Nor does the correct theologisn,
when the piety of God’s people wanes, and the
urconverted become more obdurate and reckless
in sin, even suppose that it is because God is
either unable or unwilling to sanctify his church
or save sinners. Doubtless the great Mediator
could do much more than he does in exterding
holiness in the world, but not without eetting
aside the agency he has wisely appointed, which
he has not intimated that he will do. If all the
appliances of the gospel fail to convert sinnere,
have we any authority to suppose that others of
greater efficiency will be used ?

They do not all fail, for sinners are being con-

verted and believers sanctified every dey. But
why are not more converted ?  And why are
God's people so weak in faith—so powerless in
overcoming and removing evil from the face of
the earth, I8 this to be attributed to Divine
sovereignty P oris it afailure in human agency ?
Doubtless the latter. And where rests the re-
sponsibility ? Let every professor of religion
seriously ask,—am I doing my duty every day
in reference to the cause of Christ ? Are souls
perishing by reason of my neglect? Can I,
with any confidence of faith ard hope, expect
that Jesus the King will say to me at the last
day, ‘* Well done, good and faithful servant.
enter thou iato the joy of thy Lord ?” In this
way slone can we ascertaiu the responsibility al-
luded to, for it is individual responsibility.
Man is not 1esponsible for the light of the
sun. That luminary doubtless pours upon our
planet all tbe light he can. But the light of Di-
vire truth, though all from God, is disseminated
through the agency of man. That light will
shine to the glory of God if not hindered. But
man can put it under a cover, alas ! how many
are doing so! Oh! how important that com-
mand of our Redeemer, “ Let your light so
shine, &c.!”
The water of earth in tke form of rivers
brooks, and internal canals, runs as swiftly and
as widely as the laws of gravitation will permit.
But in reference to the ¢ water of life ” it may
be stopped in its meandering blessedness, by the
wrong doing of christians, or for the want of
prepared means for its outflowing. The Church
(the Bride) as well as the Spirit, says to the
surrounding multitudes, * Come to the waters.’
The flowers of earth, without at all using up
their supplies, fling out into the atmosphere all
the odors they possibly can ; and Christ’s bride
should slways be able to say of Christ, and
Christ of her, “ My beloved is unto me as a clus-
ter of campbire in the vineyard of En-gedi”
How appropriate and necessary the prayer,
“ Awake thou south wind, blow upon my garden,
that the spices thereof may flow out.” The ex-
cellencies of the christian religion are exhibited
in human nature, when under the influence of
Divine grace. If mot thus exhibited by human
beings, the world discovers not the beauties
“ which in our Savioar dwell.”
witnesses, saith the Lord.”

“ Ye are my

It is easy then to trace the causes of Zion's
weakness, and of the comparative inefficiency of
gospel sppliances ; but not so easy to remove
those causes. Grace alone is adequate to ac.
complish that. And is not the grace provided
and accessible ? Why then is it not bestowed
more abundantly ?  Ask that worldly-minded,

money-grasping, God-forgetting, and prayerless

The Divire Ruler and Lawgiver of

partmeunts, irrespective of eecondary caures, or

There | rebellious man to his offended God, and bring

might at the will snd easergy of mag, in 8
sbort time be covered with useful vegetable

Ask that well-educated,

ligion !
professor of relig styled a preacher of the

genteel, moral essayist,

p;!p:fler the matter, 0ot to the Mediator in tfu-
ven,—He declares that he hes done !or'hu vine-
yard all that could be done ; but rder"u to the
Church on earth. We sre verily guiity. Let

us repent, and turn sgain to our Go‘d ;. « He will
bless us, and caute his face to shine ugon us,
and we shall be saved.” O Lord revive thy

work.”

G. 0. H.
St. John, May 1867.
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Practical Sermons.

We all want practical sermons, but all are
not agreed on what constitutes a practical ser-
mon. There was a time when it was a very
common thing to hear long and dry discourses
on some fundamental doctrine. Such efforts
were labored attempts to prove, by unanswer-
able arguments and high human authority, the
truth of some doctrine clearly revealed in the
inspired heads. It was, generally, the work of
orthodox heads, without the assistance of ortho-
dox hearts. The doctrines themselves were
distasteful to the carnally-minded, and it was
seen that the presentation of them in that way
was without effect upon the lives of the hearers.
Hence arose the cry alluded to; and so violent
and persistent was the cry that may clergymen,
to ‘avoid the reputation of being doctrinal, if
they found their texts in the Bible, went out-
side of it for their subjects. They seized on
every passing event, not as a mere illustration,
which would have been quite in accordance
with the Saviour’s practice, but as their principal
theme ; and they dragged into the pulpit every
topic that would fix the attention or excite the
emotions of their hearers. The people were
pleased and the preachers applaudgd. A new
style of sermons was introduced. It was free
from doctrine, and free;also, from the Gospel.
But now it has come to pass that in communi-
ties where there was the greatest outcry against
doctrinal sermons, these heresies, transcenden-
talism and other isms, the natural outgrowth of
the unregenerate heart, do most abound, the
emotions having been often excited, the fallow
ground broken up, without the implanting of
the good seed, the doctrines, the mysteries of
the kingdom of God—weeds, thorns and thistles,
whose seeds are in the natural soil, have sprung
up and grow apace.

The remedy for all this is the more thorough
baptism of the preacher by the Holy Ghosts
His commission is given him tosavesouls. But,
if he enter on_his work from any cther motive
than the constraining love «f Christ, he will
preach doctrines daily without morals. If, on
the contrary, he knows experimentally the
doctrines he is commissioned to teach, he will
see, at once, that his great work is to preach
that truth which, by the almighty operation of
the Holy Ghost attending it, will reconcile

him into a state of peace. But he can only
bave peace by * being justified by faith.” So
when he would persuade him to prepare for
heaven, Lie must begin by telling him he “ must
be born again,” and that his righteousness must
« gxceed the righteousness of the Scribes and
Pharisces.” Here and everywhere doctrines
lie at the foundation of all right practice. And,
in my opnion, a sermon cannot be truly prac-
tical without being more or less doctrinal.—
Episcopalian.

D

One Idea Men.

The remark is sometimes made in regard to
such ministers as give the subject of entire sanc-
tification prommence m their pulpit, and pasto-
ral labours, that they are ‘men of one idea’
This language is used disparagingly in every
case, so far as I know; and yet is, as it seems to
me, far from being a disparaging fact in any
man’s character, that he is deeply impressed and
greatly moved by some ome idea, some single,
noble purpose. v

Columbus was a man of one idea, atd he
wrought it into fact by giving a new world to
mankind. The one idea of the first Napoleon,
of giving to France the diplomacy cf Europe,
was at the bottom of his great exploits, and the
mainspring of his life, which thrust him into the
foreground of the history of his age.

When God thrust out Wesley and his co-
laborers to raise a holy people, he sent forth a
man who had already resolved to be ‘a man of
one work,” to do one work ; and it was devotion
to one book which gave them success.

Paul proclaims his devotion to one idea when
he says, this one thing I do, forgetting the things
which are behind, and reaching forth to those
things which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. In full conformity with this one great
purpose, wheich ontrolled his personal aspira-
tions, is his proclamation of the one idea that
governed his preaching to others. ¢ We preach
(Christ) Warning every man, and teaching eve-
ry man, in all wisdom, that we may pressnt every
man perfect in Christ Jesus; whereunto I also
labour, striving according to his working, which
worketh in'me mightily.’ So Paul believed that
he had the help of Omnipotence in his one pur-
pose of building up believers in holiness, and pre-
senting them perfect in Christ Jesus.

But let us look at the principle involved in
this talk about one idea. What is it but princi-
ple involved in the division of labor and the dé-
votement of each man to one thing, the very fact
which distinguishes the civilized from those ot
barbarous and savage people. Does not every
man, in the best ordered establishments of labor
in England and America, devote himself to a
speciality, and spend his life in the execution of
a single thing ?

And is this narrowing of the field of opera.
tion, this concentration of the energies of a life-
time on a single class of objects, supposed to
dwarf the understanding, or forbid the symme-
trical development of the soul ? Was Newton,
or Herschell, or Le Verrier, or ourown Mitchell,
suspected to lack vigour, or breadth of manhood,
boacaute each one did not turn aside, from his
one purpose to the occasional study of botany
and law, and to the pursuits of farming and
house-building ?

Does not the world to-day owe its chiet obli-
gations of gratitude to the men who have spent
a lifetime under the impulse of one idea. To
mention the names of Shakespeare, and How-
ard, and Jefferson and Fulton,and Field, is to
to answer this question forever.

Still further, I contend that in all branches of
human effort, men commonly succeed best and
accomplish most, who devote tliemselves to a
single department of the profession or trade in
which they are engaged. Even our common
armers are learning this; and instead of at-
tempting to raise everything, put their depend-
ence on’ one thing, and push that one branch,
making all things else subsidiary to it. Every
branch of mechanical industry exhibits the same
principle ; the trades are divided and sub-divid-
ed till it requires more than fifty men to make
a watch, and more than a dozen to make a boot
or shoe.

In all the professions we look for the highest
skill in a man who confines himself to the nar-

present grwdiﬂicully,wc donot think of calling
giv :
organ in which the disease 1s locattjd. or to the

one disease which is preying upon it.

Nor does the sacred office constitute an ex-

ception to this general truth. Here, as else-

where, men attain the end of their calling best

to betake themselves to a department, and con-

centrate their energies upon it. Who will say

the church is damaged because one man plies

his pen in historical commefnoration of her he-

roes and victories, and another stands up a very

Hector in her fie!ds of polemic warfare, and an-

other wields the vast enginery of her missions,

and another feeds her myriads ‘of children with

food convenient for them, and several others,
her chieftest and best, devote all their time to
administration ? Isita misfortudle that any of
of our ministers are turning their attention to
authorship, and that others are wholly leaving
pastoral work, to exercise Christian supervision
over the education of our youth ?

And what shall I say more? for the time
would fail me to tell of our editors by the score,
who keep us advised of the state of the world
and also ot the church; with their clerical cor-
respondents and reporters by the hundred, who
mark and inwardly digest each event of this
eventful age, and pour forth the rich libation of
fact and thought for the edification of the body
of Christ ; of our Bible agents, who devote their
time exclusivcly to the raising of money for ‘giv-
ing the Bible to the world{’ and of our able and
godly ministers, who are sent by the chief coun-
cil of the church to manufacture and sell books
and manage real estate.

Who does not see in all this division of labour
a source of wonderful power and ektension for
the church?

Suppose, then, it should happen, in the church
raised up by God to reform the continent and
spread scripture holiness over these lands, that
a number of her ministers, equal to the number
engaged in other specialities, should devote
themselves fully and intensely to the one work
of building up her members in holiness or Chris-
tian perfection ; would there be anything in that
out of harmony with the policy of a church which
makes so large a use of specialities or with the
traditions of a church that has always emphasiz-
ed the injunction upon her pastors, you are to
bring as many souls to Christ as you can, and
then, with all your might to bring them up in that
holiness without which they cannot see the Lord ?

My convictions are that this work of urging
the church on to the delectable mountains of ho-
liness is to-day precisely the field that most lacks
laborers. May God make them a thousand times
so many as they are.—Methodist Home Journal.

Sunday School Discipline.
1. Whatisit? Sunday-school Disecipline is
a successful exercise of authority by the teacher
over the mind and body of the echolar; the
scholar recognizing that authority and yielding
cheerful obedience to it, forms what is regarded
as diecipline in Sunday-schools.

There are two kinds of obedience, the first
from the exercise of resson, or from a sense of
duty ; the second from arbitrary authority. The
first is the only kind we bave any use for in our
work. It is permanent, while the latter is only
momentary and of no lasting good. If the
teacher cannot seeure discipline without arbi-
tzary compulsion, his whole work will be painful
with no good results.

The mind of the scholar must be traiced to
habits of close, fixed sattention, the body must
habituate itself to quietude, and thus form that
state of preparation needed in both before any
instruction ean be successfully given.

2. Its necessity. We need it to secure im-
pression on the mind. Instruction must have
discipline to precede it to prepare the way, if
any real impression is to be made by the teacher.
The scholar must be in that happy state which
discipline gives, wherein self and all its powers
are, for the time being made subject to the will
of the teacher. Without this self-control and
readiness to learn, there can be no lodgment of
what we would impart.

Unruly, carelees, undisciplined scholars will
make no advance, and until the teacher secures
direct influence over their minds, all effort to in-
terest is vain and fruitless,

Discipline is essential to the future development
of the scholar. Self-control, with favorable im-
pressions made by the teacher, will give shape
aud fcrce to the mind of the scholar. A boldiog
of sclf to be moulded, will prepare the mind
for heslthy expansion, and give power to retain
successfully what is received from the warm beart
of the teacher.

The scholar must be educated to the endur-
ance of discipline, The will must be brought
to determine in its favor, and, above all, the
scholar must not only realize en expediency in
it, but enjoy its exercise as a real pleasure. - The
mind will not only delight in a native expansion
but will be esger to run after those things which
afford it delight. Successful growth and real
attainments may tnen ve safely expected.

3. How gained P Have a strong will. Carry
out to the letter what is decided to be done. If
a command is given, it must be executed, but
be careful never to give a command that cannot
be enforced. Be consistent in all requirements,
and uniform ia practice to all in the class. Never
speak in a scolding or harsh manner. Govern
self before attempling to govern others. Never
seem annoyed or vexed. Be truthful, say what
is meant, and always mean what is said.

Study the dispositions of the several scholars,
and learn the secret of how to successfully treat
each member of the class. The teacher is sup-
posed to be un example which the scholars are
invited to imitate,

Use kind persuasions. Kindness is an invi-
sible force of unmeasured power. Not only
does it control those of sweet and amiable tem-
peraments, but, it has efficacy to subdue the
most violent and unylelding. When all other
influences in the hands of the teacher fail, kind-
ness has a singular potency in securing the vic-
tory. Let all commands, while given with firm-
ness, be tempered largely with kindness.

Much is lost by harsb, cruel words or looks.
Show authority, make a display of it, and obe-
flienca is made far more remote, If a séholar
is bad, nothing is gained by telling him he is
bad ; but prove to him by gentle persuasion that
be is out of the way, and you conquer bim at
once,

Ibe following influences may be used to gain
discipline : —

1. The child's desire for praise. If a scholar
deports himself correctly, with his lessons well
le.umcd. tell him your appreciation of him ; meke
him feel you are really pleased with him, He
d'norvu it. l?umln nature looks for approba-
tion, and is stimulated by it. Encourage the

pat on the back occasionally will do no harm.
See, bowever, that too much praise

to spoil the child, " ot piven
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» Congregational Singing

 BY REV. HENRY W. BRECHER, l
.lmn: are three kinds of music; firgt, i
which expresses something for the toul, for
the und:ra!and'mg; secondly, musie which eg.
presses something to the sensey; and thirdly
mutié. which expresses nothing, The joq i;
noise ; the two others are etherialized sound,
Now, I understand music to stapd in fine
arts much as writiog stands in literature. A
good band-writiog is a very desirable thing ;
but the only thing it is good for is 1o elpn»“'
some seuse, or some sentiment, If a man sends
to you that which is worth your koowing or
hearing, in the poorest hand-writing in m'.(
waorld, you like it better than if he gent ’Ou'
nonsense in the most flourishing aud 'lqu'nit.‘
chirograpby. Not that we think good writing
is to be despieed ; but if eitber is to be veglect.
ed, it should be the vehicle—the writing, It
either is to bave precedence, it is that part
which conveys knowledge and sentiment.

Now, what writiog is to literature—a mere
vehicle to convey sense, and thought, and feel-
ing—that also is music, conveying something
to the taste, something to the sffsctions, and
something to moral sentiment. 1f posaible, it
would be desirable that the highest forms of
moral power sheuld be united with the highest
forms of musical representation.. If either of
them, however, is to take precedence, it must
be the moral element; in congregational music,

In the history of the Church, no faet has
been more noticeable than that music, us s
means to promote religious feeling -and instruc.
tion, has been found to be pre-eminently bleas-
ed of God. It has a moral function ; and al-
though music has other than a stricitly monl
function—although it may be puiely for sefivuons
epjoyment—sithough it may be, as it bas s
right to be, s mere matter of festivity and
gayety, and that, too, quite light snd secaler—
I recognize it to be broad enough to cover all
humen wants—jyet church music aims & con-
veying, in en affecting manner, great Christian
truths, or awakening Christian feeling. And
there is this criterion by which we are always to
judge church music ; that 1t has the power to
excite us.to religious feeling. That is the
determining criterion, Ifit can do this by high
culture, classical forms, so much the better ; but
if sn adherence to classical propriety falls to
excite moral feeling, so much the worse; ithe
heatbenized and wretched to my miad. The
first thing, the indispensable test, that should

it shall have the power to convey moral emo
tion. Ifit does pot, it is entirely vain, without
the slightest value in its exterior form. Butif
it excites moral emotion, and at the same time
conforms to the highest classic art-models, %
much the better. But it is always irreligious to
sacrifice religion in church music for the sake of
joining in seculer propriety, or secular exedl
lence ; and I would rather hear the singing i
camp meeting than many pretestious choirstht
is, I would rother near hearty than heady siog-
ing—singing from the soul snd not from the

taste merely. ’
I do not cast any slur on classical form 10
music ; for I know it has its place and its fane-
tion, and I admire it. But music in
assemblies has a higher function. If they cs8
be joined together, so much the better ; but ¥¢
must secure the highest. " J '
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selves of everything we can 10 secure ¢ s
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