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THE POWER OF CHRISTIAN

SONG.

King. Ob, how often it has been that the

Daring the sittings of. the General Conler-“ hand of heavenly song and the hand ot earthly

ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church at
Brooklyn, the Rev. T. de Witt Talmage
preached a sermon with especial reference to

the. bistory of Methodism and the lessons

song have joiped each dther, and on the two
bands immortal souls bave been lifted into
iglory ! :

1 do not know what they sing in heaven ; but

taught by that history. These, as seen by m;tvo or three times the gates got opened, and

* outsider,” were forcibly given. He com-
menced by remarking that each section of the
Christian Church bad a parficular work to do
in_the evangelization of the world.
business of the Arminians,” he said, *‘to
stir the blaze. It is the business of the Cal-
vinists to hammer the rivets. It is the busin-
ess of the Episcopalians to make the exquisite
case. It is the business ct the Baptists to
wash off the works, until, after a while, this
world, which was disordered, will beécome a
perfect time-piece, ticking away- the minutes
and hours of one long day of millenial bright-
néss and joy.” “The first lesson which he
deduced from the bistory of Methodism was
« that the Church of Jesus Chbrist ought to adapt
itsel to circumstances. ** Methodism in Eng-
land,” he remarked, ‘‘ preaches in & gown"—
this will be news to most of our readers: pos-
sibly the words are used in a figurative sense
—*“in our eastern cities in ordinary broad-
cloth; at the West in shirt-sleeves, if the sea-
"son be appropriate—preachiog 1n tne house or
in the ficlds—anywhere; it makes no differ-
ence where—preaching just as well in one
place as in another. It takes the express train
and goes across the continent, or a horse. and
rides with saddle-bags acroess the prairie. It
is at. home in magnificent St. Paul's, New
York, and is not at all inconvenienced in a log
cibip. Its ministers range all the way from
the polished Bishop Simpson to the homespun
Peter Cartwright. Methodism always adapts
itself to the circumstances in which it is placed.
1 say that all denominations ought to learn
from it that lesson. Our churches need to un-
limber. We are putting too much stress upon
questions of taste. We are depending too
wuch upon non-essentials. In some churches
we act as though we had rather hear'a Pharisee
pray than a publican, because his grammar is
better. Now, my friends, the saving of this
world is rough work, and men cannot do it in
a splendid way.” '
Two other lessons were then dwelt upon.
The first was that, without passing through
theological seminaries men might have great
success in presenting the Gospel. The preach-
er took care to show that these institutions
were good in their way, but argued that there
should, in addition, be lay colleges where men
who were called of God to preach might get
such preparation as might be practicable. The
next lesson was, the worth of a Christian revi-
val, in the enforcement of which it was shown
how absolutely essential such visitations were
in order to the progress of Christianity.

¢ There is one more lesson,” continued the
preacher, ¢ that I want to learn from that
Church, and that is, the force of hearty sing-
ing. What David was to Israel, what Isaac
Watts bas been -to Presbyterianism, that
Charles Wesley has been to the Methodist
Church. He composed six thousand songs.
Some of them were for national rejoicing,
somg for fast-days, some for weddings, some
for funerals, some sad, some winged with glad-
ness. In some, in the reading of every line,
you can hear the soap of heart-strings. All
Christendom has adopted his bymns.
the great composér, took some of the hym
Charles Wesley, and set them to his finest
music. A great characteristic of the Method
ist Chureh in this country has.been that it has|®

“ It is the |

Handel, | &
ns of | mond’s methods ; some may have no confidence may prosper even as thy body, or business,

{ snatches of the tunes I have heard. I think,
1wlnn we stand around the chrone of God on
; high, with joined hands, we will think of how,
on earth, we sang Loving Kindness; and I
; think that when all the crowns of glory come
{down at the feet of Christ, we will recall
?Corondioa,- and some soul, just come into
'b.uven, not having yet lesrned the tune, will
| sing the old tune—the old bymn it learned on
earth—it will do very well for heaven—

All hail the power of Jesu’s name,
Let angels prostrate fall ;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown him Lord of all. -
‘Do you think that your father, who has now
been some years in heaven, has forgotten
Dundee? Do you think that your mother in
glory has forgotten the old Portuguese hymn ?
Do you think that Martyn and David Abeel
bave forgotten *‘ the missionary chant > Mar-
tin. Luther, don't you know Old Hundred?
When Cromwell’s host went into battle, what
do you think they sang? Instead of the
sound of musical instruments as they rushed
upon the battlements, they sang: —

Praise God, from whom al blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below ;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Pruise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Oh, that the Church of God, ia all its bat-
tling for the truth, might march to songs of
Christian praise ! It would march to victory !
Ab, my friends, we will bave to leave almost
everything when we go into heaven. We won't
have any preaching in heaven, nor any pray-
ing; for we shall bave evervthing we want.
What would we pray for? No Bibles in hea-
ven. We will not want to read about Jesus
when we can see Him, and throw our arms
around His neck in everlasting embrace and
jubilee, There will be no baptisms in heaven.
But there will be music. There will be harps,
 there. There will be trumpets there. There
will be doxologies there. Hark! to that solo
of a redeemed spirit, recitative of earthly
grief and triumph! Hark! to that thrill, com-
memorative of earthly deliverance. Hark! to
that throng of martyrs singing the fire-psalm.
And then, when all these songs get through,
methinks all the voices will come into one
great chorus, like the voice ‘‘ of many waters,
and like the voice of mighty thunderings.”
Chorus! chorus! ** Blessing, and honour, and
glory and power be unto Him that sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb.' And the
white-robed victors will wave their palms and
cry, Amen ! and the thrones of glory, with
uplifted sceptre, will respond, Amen! and all
the hills of God will send back echo after echo
—Amen! Amen!

CONVERSION OF CHILDREN,

and never more than recently in Kansas, sev-
e

may shake their heads with painful misgivings

conversion of children; and some
possibility in theory may habitu-

at all in the
who admit its

of a theological system. Faith has been made
something, not exclusively, ot course, but very
decidedly, intellectual ; a thing of the head fall
as much of the heart ; aa exercise beyond the
strength of a child. There are still lingerings
ot this everywhere in the minds of earnest
Christian parents—a half conscious fear that
their children are too young to un derstand the
Gospel, and to bave its offers made distinctly
to them for their acceptance.

In the second place, too much has been
made of ““ old fashioned conversions,” as they

convictions, painfnl struggles, and exuberant
joy—teatures dependent not at all on the na-
ture of thé spiritual change, but on the

come. The resistance is generally proportion-
ed to the mastery which sin bad gained over
the soul; and the joy that follows to the
strength of the preceding struggle. Such
striking conversions illustrate that grace which
abounds where sin has abounded, but we must
take beed how we use them to underrate those
of which Lydia’s is a type; of which it is said,
ia beautiful simplicity and sublime compre-
hensiveness, ‘‘ The Lord opened her heart to
receive the word spoken by Paul.” Now, a
child’s conversion will not be like a man's. It
will be preceded by little resistance, and by
few severe struggles ; and will be characterized
only by a quiet joy, which indeed, is rather a
peace than a joy, The child will be led along
gently by the hand, yielding readily if at all,
recognizing the voice of God in the words of its
pious mother or father, and seeming to be
moulded to religion as naturally as it is mould-
ed to anything else. This fact, we think, has
led very many to be suspicions of most child

cooversion ; they see so much of the natural

and the bumau—so much which can be traced
right along from cause to effect—that they are
atraid there is nothing supernatural in it, noth-
ing corresponding to their conception ot the
new birth. They forget that the Holy Spirit,

whether in the young or old works aleng the
natural line of law, giving divine energy to or-

dinary and infl , but is himself
never seen save in1esults,

We may here remark that the change in type

of modern conversions, compared with those

before the era of Sabbath-schools, and which

cause so much trouble to some, is mainly due

to the tact that conversions bhave already been

brought down so much nearer childhood.

But we have more to say on this subject,

which we must defer till another time. Let us

however, urge Christian parents to seek defi.

nitely, continuously and hopefully the conver-

sion of every cbild old enough to comprehend

the truth that *‘ Jesus Christ came into the

WOr1a to save sinners.”— Waichman & Reflector

HINDRANCES' TO PERSONAL RE-
LIGION.

Gaius must have been in a most desirable re-
ligious condition whep the Apostle could throw
gress as their souls are making in inward and
true to the facts with many, to express one's

or family, prospers.”
And yet even our personal religion ought to

bave been called ; conversions marked by deep

strength of the resistance offered and over-

;“Godil

.
times retrograde. Oh! for more of the mind

‘of Him who declared, * My meat and drink is

capable of assenting to a creed, the summary {on; but we are lamentably loitering as far place is as it the gate of heaven were for a mo-| . What is each one to give P
concerned, and our ‘footprints on ment left ajar, I sbe her face as it were the | :
the sands of time ” are often zig-zag—some- face of an angel.”
Thus it is that the inner epirit is reflected | not to withhold his five cent piece, because it is
No loveli- {only five cents; the rich is té give of his greater

outwardly aad betrays its ‘source.

— ——

| o B oo .
ing to the benefits received. The poor mani

todo the will of my Father in heaven !"—Rer. | Dess on earth is equal to that which blossoms | substance.

Jokn Hall.

S —

SOUL LIGHT.

When Stephen stood before the Sashedrim,
accused, irsulted, and exposed to imminent
danger, it is said that those looking on him |
*“ saw his tace as it bad been the face ot an
angel.” The inoer light of his rapt leving and |
holy soul beamed through the fleshly lineaments

beauty of the celestial world. Though in this

gence to the features of the martyr. still some-
thing akin to it is seen in all whose lives are
the abodes of the Sanctifier. There is no such
lasting and impressive duty as that which
adorné'a nature rich in magnanimous senti-
ments and pure affections. The truth, which
satisfies and inspires the saintly life, modulates
the tone, beams in the eye, trembles on the lip,
and suffuses the face with the sheen of its un-
mistakable sincerity and grace.

Mouch, indeed, that is most characteristic in
the individual is betrayed n the outward man.
Let him be consumed by a ravenous greed;
let him be the slave of a groveling flust: let
him nurse his resentments into a sullen bate,
and wear the nettles of his irritating envies
against his heart, and, in a cruel, and consum-
ing ambition, crush down the generous -in-
stincts of affection and charity, and the fea-
tures of his. true character shall flash out in
spite of his personal comeliness and most care-
tul concealments.

That bungry look of avaricious cunning;

that scowl on the remorseless orow, that habit-
ual sneer, that becomes more significant -when
a rival is praised ; that hard, defiant expression
from which children instinctively shrink; the
gloating eye and mocking face, tell, plainer
than any words the master passiou that reigns
within.

No one of an observing turn has ever pass-
ed through the crowded thoi oughfares of a great
city without noting the fearful meanings that
magy faces reveal of lives that are wasted,
darkened, and woefully astray. It is almost
as if you heard, as they pass, ‘I am pursuing
the victim of my lust or hate.” *‘ Religion is
a delusion which I spura.” “‘Iam bound to
make my golden idol more magnificent.” T

live merely for pleasure.” *¢ Hell is already
burning in my heart.”

But, if the spirit of evil, when suficiently

dominant, writes its siguificant characters on
the countenance, 50 does the spirit of good-

ness in a balo of light. Out of pure, the
true, the devoted soul goes the sign and token
of its nobility. Few have failed to notice how

in a rapture of unexpected delight ome's look

is transfigured ; bow that which is ordinarily

plain and uuinteresting, in the exal'ation of

Rev. Mr. Hammond, the evangelist, has, | ;. o003 wishes into|this form: ¢ Beloved, I |sublime sentiments, seems to vanish before the
from the commencement of his labors, aimed | ., obove all things blat thou mayest prosper | light flowing from within,
specially at the conversion of children. God | 410 o health, eved as thy soul prospereth.’ |tled in a steadiast virtue, where the temper
has crowned his labors with wondertul success | g, 1 o measure of outward and general pro- | bas become sweet by the long disciplive of re-

So where life is set~

signation, where the atmosphere of the heart

ral hundred in Leavenwox:th md. Lawrence spiritual things, wou!d be no great advance- is holy, and communion Yith the Til'"ilib‘e
have professed to find peace in Christ. Some| ..o many. It would be more natural and | world is unbroken, there the inner spirit sott-

ens, irradiates, spiritualize# the outer man

ome may doubt the wisdom'of Mr. Ham- kindly desires in this form—** I wish thy soul That placid sweetiiess of the sain3,that chasten-

ed radience of the countenance, remains amid
the changes of age and sorrow, You fiud it
with those who were not born fair, and with

lly feel and act as it it was not to be generally |} 0o o4 loqst three things—Growth, which dis- | those who bave trod rough ways and tasted

There are those to day who go

from the pure, generbus. affectionate, and con-

secrated soul.” All other beauty perishes;

{ . When is this offering to:be made ?

{ 4. * Onthe first day of the week,"—ibe
but this is imniortal, and will expand into rear- | day set apart by the Sovereign Lord ot all for

er flower in the everlasting light above.—In- | His own special worship—His own day.

dep endent.

VINEYARD WORK.

We must alk be workers.

The necessity is

their way across the Atlantic, and the ocean

been a singing church—more so in other days| € 1
than now. Their throats are either different, | words with these lmu: ;llm:-h i, Lot
or their hearts are different. They sang their ‘In the first place aster has ’

way all over E i - |1
y all England, and the howling of per ol »
secution " si can come, and are specially invited. Again,
cution could not” silence them. They sang ’ : . y“ - :

f converted children; and men and women

is e . They | © .
burricane could not beat down the song y N aims: wmiaial Sorvaiie of Cheict whe

sang all the way across this land—for they b
bave got to San Francisco—and the moaning
of the wind in the wild wood could not over-
power their melody. I know thata good many
of their churches, in this day, are falling away

from grace in this respect, and that they are |g . = X o
lurrergulering to choirs this part of the worship | is furnisbed by older Christians. Again chil

in the house of God. Alas torit! But they | dren die as well as ot.belzi.; and bow it wou:‘d
will go back again. They will! God speed | be if, with the same liability to death as oth-

er <recall the circumstances bor the time.

xpected, We would like to bave a few tinguishes all living things that have not reach- | bitter trials.

ed «pei'fectiou; Comfort, which attends -the
healthy -exercise of all our capacities,

priesthood, but which, alas! in fact, we forfeit
by indolence and other forms of sinning.

Some ot us suffer from having too many oc-
cupations. We attempt so many things we

frittered away on miscellaneous parsuits, and

good artists, nor very thorough worldings, nor
very good Christians, from trying to do a little
in several of these characters; and some who

that day ! My friends, we need to It.mrn a les~
son from the Methodist Church in this respect.

ers, no offer of eternal life could be made for | . fne themselves to perhaps, one thing only, .
them until they had eaten more fully of the tree | ;5 sqdition to their spiritual condition, are so |i
f knowledge of good and evil. awfully in earnest about that one thing as to |0

bowed with their infirmities, who are browaed

ittle children come unto me.” Childreén, then | pooor which we possess in right, as a royal | burden of unspoken griefs ; maidens who never

expect to see another May on earth but this,
and matrons whose wrinkled brows tell of
years almost done : pallid sufferers propped up
on pillows to look once more on the green

were converted so young that they couid neith- | .. 40 fow or none of them well. Our time is | fields of spring, and inhale its fragrant air;

and old men, who having patiently done the

At the present day there are in numerous | ... strength is wasted over too wide a surface. Master's w'ill. are ready to de?ut in peace, on
Christisn homes many young children who We are not very good scholars, nor very good who faces is already the dawning radiance of
ive as good evidence ot Chistian characters as politicians, nor very good farmers. nor very of the heavenly day.

I enter the bumble abode of one whose life

has been a long struggle with poverty,and who
yet amid many opportunities to secure un-
righteous gain, has never swerved from his

{ faith to the better ‘inheritance, he speaks

There is nothing that can withstand the power | O

s 55

year;

MENTS ©
ch contant 4

t mhled M

risl
»achers 08 '
nswick, princ®

ot
d Bermuds, 2o .
uplioﬂ!‘ W"_“

Py stairs,

of a Christian song. You talk to a man about
religion, and be will answer you. He may

_beat you perhaps in argument; but sing to

bim a Chbristian song that he beard at his mo-
ther's knee, thirty or forty years ago, and hcfw
be trembles! The Sultan of Turkey took thir
ty thousand Persian prhoners‘ in bat:tle; and
the Sultan decreed that those thirty tbous.:nd
prisoners must die, for they had tought against
Betore the day of execution.c.ame, one
e Persians, who was a musician, came
Ziuu:(:i played sweetly on the flute; lnd‘tb‘e;
Sultan beard him, and said, * Play that again;
and he played it again. And after a .whlle the
Sultan’s heart was melted, and he said, *‘ Let
that man go free! Let them all go free—the
thirty thousand! Put not one of them to
death.” Buf, oh! thé barp of Gospel song
bas delivered, not thirty thousand, buta buo-
dred thousand men, who were condemned to
eternal death! It was through that agency
that they were brought to the Lord Jesus
Christ. It was told by an Englishman that
when the English army lay around Sebastopol,
one evening the bands of music, seated on th?’
battlements, played * Home, Sweet Home;
and be said that there was a great sob w’ent
all through the army. They were home-sick.
.How many bave been madé home-sick for hea-
ven by some such somg as this P—
Jerusalem, my happy home,

Name ever dear to me ! 4
When shall my lsbours have an end,

In joy and peace in thee *

People have been trying to write the bisto-
ries of the tunes and of the bymns. Tbey
cannot do it. The history of Ariel, of Col-
chester, of Dundee, of Duke Street, of Coron-
ation—why, it would be the history of the
Church of God, with all its joys, and sorrows,

him..

a0d triumphs |- They have been the rounds of
the ladder on which souls have mounted into

Still turther, children we believe to be in Dor-{ joqve too little time and strength for religious
mal age for conversion ; the agenearest the king- | advancement. For reading, or, as the Apostle

Jom,

bored for. The heart bas not become hardened
by long resistance to the claims of the Gospel.
Pride, vanity, lust, ambition, love of money
and love of fashion have not consolidated into
ways of sin, binding as with chains of steel.
Children are free from the engrossments and
barrassments of family and business cares—
those prolific thorns that so choke. the seed
of the kingdom! Their most characteristic
qualities are docility, confidence, and readiness
to be led beavenward just as much as earth-
ward. They are free from all skepticism, and
those dangerous errors in which so many at a
later age find refuge. What would not the
earnest minister of the Gespel give if be could
secure for bis hearers as a whole just these fa-
borable conditions of soul—entire deliverance
from error, skepticism worldly care, sin-
ful habits, and from that terrible obduracy
which comes of being ‘* Gospel bardened ;"
that docility, that readiness of trust, t_lm r“ef-
erence, that susceptibility, and that pnfnal im-
pulse Godward, which belong to childhood.
If to enter Christ’s kingdom one must bocom
o child again—just the most difficult tl'nng. in
the world—how clear it isthat he who is still a
child stands on blessed vantage grounfi! And
how many & hardened man, dragged hither and
thither in the chains of sin, but ever fnn.ber
from God and beaven, has most bitterly wish-

g i him !
ith a mother’s prayers still ascending for

" Bat why are not children more generally
onverted? Why is it the exception, rather
han the law ? 3
; In the first place Church membership—and
conversion and Church membership bsve gen-
eally been conceived of as intimately united,

ed himself back again at his mother’s knees, part

and having tbe special favor of Christ ; the represents it, feeding on the word, there is little | gins to enjoy,
age when conversion should be universally la- | gme, Hurried eating of the daily food is bad | beam.

for the physical bealth. There is such a thing
as swallowing the allowance of spiritual food
so that it shall do us no good. Thinking, medi-
tation, or reflection is out of the question. To
dress, pay and receive visits, keep abreast of
the literature of the day, do common daties,
and ** be like other people,” and at the same
time ** think” is out the question. And what

burried Secripture reading, and no thought?

Look about, Christians, and consider what you

can properly forego, if you love to prosper in

your souls. This is the first consideration;

all else is secondary.

But this suggests another great hindrance—

the want of a single eye. We are anxious to

bave many cisterns out of which to draw the

waters of bappiness. We do not wish to cru-

cify self altogether. We desire to stand fairly

with the world. We look in many directions

besides upwards. Our eyes ars not to God

like the faithful maid's to ber mistress. We

cannot say our expectation is only from Him,

for we expect a good deal from self, and so we
please, indulge and magnify self; a good deal
from the world, and so we tolerate, and even
conciliate and flatter it. Our eye is not single.
And so when something is wrong about selt
and we should crucify it, or something is very
wrong about the world, and we should for our
, resist it, we ‘‘ cannot see it.” Wedo
not wish to see it. You may hand us the glass
of the Word; we put itto the blind eye. So
we are full of inconsistencies. Our road ‘hu
straight on ; but there are coveted objects right
and left, which we wish to pick up by the way,
and on-which we are casting longing looks, and
turning to which,
crooked and our progress

ever and anon, our path is
slow. We should

of his heavenly treasures with the blessed as-
surance of a possession which he already be-
I see in his smile a celestial

On my way amid the sick and wretched I
met a true angel of mercy, who daily brings to
sad homes, and obscure sufferers a help and
hope ; and in the sweet sympathy that over-
spreads her face and the patient kindness that
smooths her tranquil brow I am reminded of
those who mmister on high. I listen to the
trembling tones of this aged mother in Israel,

the precious refreshments ot a way that was so
often overshadowed—the endearing fellowship
of Jesus when, in pain and bereavement, the
werld was bleak and dark, and as, gathering the
divine promises still nearer her heart, she
seems to antedate the joy which in a little time
she shall enter in, I see on her face,not the deep
furrows of venerable years and the lost fresh-
ness of girlhood, but an immortal beauty which
cannot die

I mingle with the multitude. And therg
is pointed out to me the Christian philanthrop-
ist, who has resolutely breasted the rude
shocks of the warld’s conflict, who in the midst
of hypocrisy and covetousness and wrong has
kept the high purpose of his youth to benefit
his race, and who, fired with the spirit of his
Master,esteems it his highest honor to serve his
«tJittle ones™ without hope of a material reward,
and there is visible on those benignant fea-
tur es—calm, open, and fearless in their coofi-
dence of truth's final victory—an illumination
caught from the Light of Life. And as I kneel
by this dying saint, who, having in meekness
and simplicity followed her Lord, and gather-

bis own character, now exclaims, ‘* I am ready
to depart,” while the smile of ber lips, that
just move in inaudible praise, tells of fraition
begun, and the eyes that look upward are full
of rapturous light, and the blessed awe of the

ed into her consecrated affactions the graces of

written in the very constitution of every part

His countenance glowed with the spiritual ©f our complex nature, and proclaimed in our /! (he practice ot weekly offe:

| ears by the thousand trumpet-calls of God's

case, we must concede a. preternatural efful- | providence and the world’s need. Everything |

| depends on what we do. If we work for self,
we are but rearing a Babel-pile which the
| thunder-bolts of some near day of judgment
| shall shiver. If we work for God and huma-
| nity we are laying some stones on the walls of
that magnificent temple, to the building ot
which two bundred generations of ihe right-
eous have made their contribution, and which
shall stand forever.

God bas a vineyard, a garden, a field, in
which be is carrying on the processes of spi-
ritual horticulture and agriculture. He calls
us to come into it, and spend our lives, and
bestow all our labor there. His work is the
very best work we can do, whether you consi- |
der the Master, the motive, the power, or the
wages.

It makes a great difference whom you work
for. Some masters are severe, unreasonable,

cruel, impossible to please. Mammon is a
bard master—exacting, relentless, never satis-

fied. He drives his menial, summer and win-

ter, far into the night sometimes, and away on

to extreme old age—even invading his dreams

and Sunday. Bacchus, Fashion, Seit, Satan,

are all bard masters. Qur loving Master never

over-estimates our strength. le never over-

tasks us. ‘* Hé knmoweth our frame, and re-

membereth that we are dust.”

Very much of the comfort and ease of work

depends on its motive. If the end be worthy,

and the inspiration strong and abiding, the lite

is heppy. The Christian worker's motive is

single, though it has two aspects. Its man-

ward action is, however, put forth for Jesus'

sake. It is not mere philanthropy, but it in-

cludes the' highest philantbropy. Its motto
is, ** the love of Christ constraineth me.”

In all work, men desire success, and success

is a question of power. The sense of inade-

quacy is & precursor of failure. That feeling
the believer need never have in bis work tor

God; the sure promise is, * I will streagthen

thee, I will help thee.” All that need bere be

said is this: God's buman workers can wiecld

supernatural forces ; nay, can be supernatural

forces. Some scientific men try to explain

away miracles in the realm of nature. It they

could do that there would still remain mightier

miracles in the moral realm. Daaiel, Paul,

Ambrose, Luther, all God's heroes, wrought

moral miracles—were moral miracles. Their

memory and their work will survive and bright-

en when the potentates they raised are forgot-

ten, because they were ‘‘ endowed with power

from on high.”

complained of the wages.
smile now, and the sure promise of His ** well
done” by-and-by. We may have the same
consoling and inspiring testimony Enoch bad,
that our ways please God. How exalted our
honour, how glorious our reward! ** We need
not envy Moses his rod, nor Elijab his mantle,
nor David his barp, mor Solomon his glory.

and | and scarred by unremitting toil, who carry the | Ours is a higher dignity, Christ is the Saviour,

we the instruments of saving.”

Let us all be workers in God's vineyard. He
does not say, *‘ Go into my vineyard and eat
the grapes; go and rest under the arbors.”
The grapes are for our reireshment while we
work, and the arbors for our repose in the
alternate intervals of toil; they are mot for
idlers. :

Let us be careful also that we work in the
vineysrd. DMany a maa’s activity s only a
bustling idleness, so far as his own and other
people’s real interests are concerned. It is
vineyard work that is required of us—that is,
wotk in and for God's Church, and secular

ntegrity ; and as, looking away with the eye | work done in the spirit of a full consecration

to His glory.—Christian at Work.

From the C. C. Advoeats.
THE BIBLICAL CATECHISM.

BY UNCLE BEN,

Question. What rule is givea in the Old
Testament about devoting property to God ?

Answer.,* Honor the Lord with thy swb-
stance and with the first fruits of all thy in-
crease ; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
—Prov. iii. 9-10. ** Three times in a year

prospect is there of being much in prayer with | as she recounts the story of her pilgrimage— | 4.1 a1l thy males appear before the Lord thy

God and they shall not appear
before the Lord empty. Every man shall give
as he is able, according to the blessing of the
Lord thy God which he hath given thee.”—
Deut. xvi. 16-17.
Q. What did Abrabam give, and what did
Jacob vow to give when starting in life ?
A. Abraham gave him ~Melchizdek, king of
Salem and priest of the Most High God—tithes
of all the goods recovered from the king of
Sodom and his allies.—Gen. xiv. 20. Jaeob
said: ¢ Of all that thou shalt give me, I will
surely give the tenth unto Thee."—Gen. xxviii.
)
2“0. By what mears did Israel, an agricul-
tural and pastoral people, with a limited coin-
age, bring large offerings to God ?

A. Firsttruits.—Exodus xxiii. 19, The two
tithes of increase.— Numbers xviii. 21-24, and
Deat. xiv. 22-29. The male firstlings of cattle.
—Deut. xv. 19. )

Q. Does the New Testament contain any
rule upon this subject ?

A. **Upon'the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by himin store, as God hath
prospered bim.”—1 Cor. xvi. 2.

Q. Who are the persons to give ?

A. * Every one of you.”

Q. What mode is°to be adopted ?

A. * Lay by in store.” Provide a treasury
i for the Lord. *

. Where is the habit ot weekly storing and
}od'(-ring for religious and benevolent purposes
taught ?

A. In 1, Cor. xvi. 1-1; continued also, 2

Cor. viii. and ix. chapters.

¢. What economical benefits would attend
rings it !u“}' practic-
v[cd.

A. More persons would give—many would
give more ; it would prove more convenient; |
prevent much needless expenditure; secu:e
larger funds; oppose worldly scheming and
make an ample provision for all the operations |
of God's service.

practice ?

and a growing likeness to our glorfied Saviour,
iaterests.

us a due proportion of our income ?
A. “The silver is mine, and the gold is

‘“ For all things come of Thee, and of Thine
own have we given Thee.—1 Chron. xxix, 14.
““ Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed
Me. But ye say, wherein have we robbed
thee ? In tithes and offerings.”—Mal. iii. 8.

¢. What is necessary to make a man's offer-
ing pleasing to God?

A. ‘“For if there be first a willing mind, it
is accepted, according to that a man hath, and
not according -to that he hath not."—2 Cor:
viii. 12, **God loveth a cheerful giver."—2
Cor. ix. 7.

. What considerations should influence to
Christian self-denial and liberality ?

4. "“If any man will come atter Me, let him
deny himselt.”—Matt. xvi. 24. *Ye are not
your own, for ye are bougbt ‘with a price."—
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. **For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that
ye through His poverty might become rich.”
—2 Cor. viii. 9. <

Q. How does the Saviour and also the Apos-
tle Paul advise us, as God's stewards, to use
earthly goods ?

A. 1 say unto you, make to youtselves
friends of the m of uvarigh
that when ye 1lail they may receive you into
everlasting babitations. " — Luke  =vi. 9.
¢ Charge them that are rich in this world
that they be not high-minded nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who
giveth us all things richly to enjoy; that they
do good ; that they be rich in good works—
not words—ready to distribute.—1 Tim. vi.
17, 18.

Q. How does the Saviour regard parsimony
and Christian bounty, and how will he reward
the latter ?

A. ** He which soweth sparingly shall reap

"

No faithful toiler in God's vineyard ever|also sparingly, and be which soweth bounti-
We bave God’s | tully shall reap also bountifully.”—2 Cor. ix.

6; Matt. xxv. 34, 46; Mark ix. 41.
Q. What should be our motive ?
A. “For the love of Christ constraineth
us.”—2 Cor. v. 14, 15.

to give than fo receive.”
CTs xx. 85.

“ It is more

Uncle Ben has adopted the catechetical form
of teaching in order to show, in as concise a
form as possible, the important subject of
man's stewardship towards God.

If the great and glorious work of evangeli-
zing the world is ever to be performed, it must
be by generations of Chuistians trained to fre-
quent and conscientious giving from their
youth. The present fitful, rare aod unsacrifi-
cing doings can never overtake the task; the
majority, yes, 8 very large majority of our own
people give from impulse and not from princi-
ple—the result of education and example. The
writer was deeply pained, not many weeks ago,
when attending a missionary meeting, at which
some four or five bundred persons were pre-
sent, many of them members of our own

‘church—men who bad professed faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ—some of them men of
wealth; and yet these men could, without s
blush, drop a single copper, & small silver coin
—the smallest one found in circulation, into the
collecting box; and the whole collection
amounted to less than five dollars. If this is
to be taken as a proof of their love to Christ,
ot their devotion to His cause, or of their
anxiety for the salvation of their fellow-men.
Alas ! alas ! humanly speaking, what hope is
there for the conversion of the world? The
great fault, bowever, lies, I believe in thris:
that these men bave been taught to give from
impulse, and unless there is a certain amount
of excitement they cannot give at all. Our
only hope, under God, is in the education of
our youth-—our young men. Our pastors and
our Sunday-school teachers should impress the
great truths coutained in this catechism upon
the minds of our young people,to prepare them
for their duties in this money-worshipping age.

It is hoped that the usefulaess of this cate-
chism, however, will not be coafined to the
young ; the Scriptural precepts contained in it
should be earefully and prayerfully pondered
by the middle-aged and the old, those who are
gfuing property and those who have already
acquired it. On them, I concéive, at present
lies the responsibility of the conversion of our
country—of the world—so far as it is to'be
accomplished by ministers and missionaries,
who must be supported by the pecuniary assist-
ance of Christians generally. But I have tres-

passed too much oa your space. More znan.
UxcLe Bex.

explained in “ Uncle Ben’s
y 220d and 29th.

# See this full
Bag,” Advocate,

CAPACITY FOR RELIGION.

This is a talent—theEben talent we have—
We mean by talent the capacity for doing or
becoming something ; as for learning, speaking

A. ““ As God hath prospered him," accord-

. What spiritual benefits result from its

4. It promotes dependence upon God; gra-’
titude for Divine bounty; devout liberality,

mine, saith the Lord ot Hosts."—Hag. ii. 8. |

trade, command. Our talents are as numerous,
therefore, and various as the etfects we may
s operate. The religious talents compose the
whole Godward side of taculty inst. They in-
clude first of all, the want ot God, which is in
fact a receptivity of God. All wants are ca-
pacities for receptian, and in this view are tal-
ents according to their measure.—Low grades
of being want low objects, but the want of
man is God. An¢ asall great wants, in things
inferior, such as knowledge, honor, power, be-
long only to great men, what shall we consider
this waat of God to be ? Nearly related to this
| want is the talent ot inspiration.— By this we

| mean a capacity to be permeated, illuminated, *

guided, exalted by God or the spirit of God
within, and yet so as not to be any the less
completely ourselves. Thisjalhigh distinction,
a gldrious talent. It requires a nature glori-
ously akin to God in its mould, thus, to let in
its action, falling freely into chime with his

| freedom, and, in consciously selt acting power

receiving the impulsion of his eternal thought
and character.—H. DBushnell.

| .
- SOME THINGS.

| ““Why is it that our preachers will get "in
debt ?” asks Bro. K —, a wealthy member

besides securing the Divine blessing on all our | ot the' Church in B——, of his pastor; ** there

| is Brother $ , our preacher went ofl ‘in

. On what principle does (God require of | debt, and his creditars complain bitterly of

| him ; and I learn that he has been in the hab-
['itof doing so yea- aiter year.”

His good min:ster ponders the question
awhile without a deigning a reply. It he had
answered the que .‘oa, he possibly would
' have opened to the mind of this laymen some

things he bad never considered, as he should
have dore.’ ‘

Bro. 8. is one of that clase of preaebers
that are unfortunate in some_ respects. First,
he has a family, a wife and children ; and he is
so unfortunate a5 to desire to see them well
clothed ; and be wishes to educate his children,
and he finds this costs money. He is also an
ambi‘ious man ; he has a wish to succeed ; and
to do this he has to keep pace with the times,
"and he knows in order to do this hé must read
but books costs money, and beside the books,
he must have periodicals. It is no use to tell
the foolish man that the Bible and Hyma
book are all-sufficient for him, he will not be-
lieve it. So he takes two or three papers, and
he adds to these the Quarterly.

Then he feeis that he would associate at
times with his brethren, to compare notes,
and to lend his mite towards developing
thonght in others. So be attends the ministers
meetings ; be fcels it to be very profitable to
him, bus then it costs. Then he teels the need
of spiritual quickening, aad & camp meeting is
to be held, and the foolish man must needs go
away in the woods to worship Giod, as though
he could not worship Fim at home; and that
costs !

Then the good man has a father and ‘moth-
er ; their heads are white’for the grave, and he
feels that at least once in a year he must spe
them, for he knows that in a few years they
will be gone ; aad be, poor man, is unfortun-
ate enough to bave teelings ! And be vigits his
dear old father and mother. to gladden their
hearts, and cheer them in their old age, and
to get their blessing ; and that takes money !
Aad poor man he bas had affliction. A sad
break has been made in his family circle; a
darling son who was struggling for an edu-
cation, and bad nearly or quite completed his
course at the University, was strikea dowa by
disease, and passed away from earth, How
sad be feels whea he thinks of it! How he
promised himself bappiness in watching the
growth of the dear boy, and as he contemplat-
ed the time when he should pass out trom col-
lege balls, prepared to battle with the stern
things of life, his hopes all blasted.

There are other expenses which are una-
voidable. He bas had on an average for a
number of years about five hundred and fifty
dollars, qut of which be is expected to meet
his bills, and lay up something for time to
come. O, this is & mistake; that is not “ex-
pected of ministers, they must trust Provi-
dence in their old age.

His sslaries have not been paid in a decent
way, namely, quarterly in advance, but in
small sums ; five and ten dollars at & time. As
a result, he cannot take advaatage of the mar-
kets ; when he could buy at an advantage, his
pocket-book is empty. The good wife rubs the
bottom of-the flour barrel, aad because they
will eat, a barrel of flour must be bought. He
bas been obliged to keep at the beels of his
stewards so much that he shrinks from ap-
proaching them, and be gets in debt for bread !

His coat gets seedy, and his people com-
plain because he looks so rusty, and they woa-
der why he does not get a new coat. He hears
these sharp remarks ; he dreads to make 20other
bill ; but those who wish to see him dress well
offer no assistance and be makes another debt.
So it is year after year. He is troubled.; be
thinks it over and over again; in his study,
in the palpit, on the street, every where his
debts haunt him ; and still he cannot see his way
clear betore him.

Now these things could and should be reme-
died. Inthe first place, Bro. K.—, go and
inquire into your preacher's affairs emough to
know whether he has saairy sufficient to give
him a decent support, not just enough to keep
him and his from starvation, but enough to live
as a decent, intelligent man should live. Then
find out how he is receiying his claim, whether
it is coming as it ought, in sums sufficient to
make him feel deceat, or whether it is coming
about as you would wish for afflictions to come
if you are to have them—a little here and a
Jittle there. Interest yourself for him; stir up
the brethren, and make them feel that it is for
their good ttat he should be promptly and
amply paid. -Don't put him to the trouble ot
following the collector day after day, but pt.xt
bim in shape to meet his bills promptly ; be will
more than 1epay you for ybur labour, in the
bearty, cheerful way he goes about his Master’s
work. He will preach better, pray better and
sing better. You will lift 2 load from his mind
that will cause his beart to leap for joy; you
will make bis wite happy, and relieve her mind
of a world of care, ~ His children will bless you
for your kindness; and above all God will
bless you abundaatly, —Zion's Herald.
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Saaioa s o
besven. They have been the chariots -that|has, -poql.ﬂy,nmw,w 80

halted not until they stopped at the Eternal be intent on one thing, our eyes looking right
3 un! y stopped
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