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AN
COTEMPORARY OPINIONS. }
e ——— e
Tarkey In Europe.
Prom the Scoltish Guardian.

When 8i the son of Fridulph, at the head
of his s:,ﬂﬁ'uibe, forsook the shores of the
Euxiue sea, and repaired to those of the Baliic,

erring any home, however strange and wild,
mli. sauve country under Roman bondage,

the mevement of that hithertoobecure barbarian |

commencement of a new era in the his-
'-&o.f the world. Emerging uponylis new
in the character of warrior, conqueror,
logislator, poet, priest, and het, he bLecame,
;Ele lived, the lord of the North, and after
He prepared a people, and esta-
, before which the Roman world
be swept away. Such was the
of Sigge, whom so many natieus
wo! under the name of Odin. toB'ut what
became of that creed of so many -victorious ar-
migs, 80 many profific tribes? When tho Bun
«of Righteousness arose, it melted .away like .a
frost-work, and left nothing in its glace but a
few drops of water. Who would think that «on-
ly one word to namc a day of the week (Wed-
day), should remain amoyy us, te indicare a
deity whom Britain once worshipped ?

It was not lopg after Odinbad run his won-
drous career in 5}0 Nerth, that a utnl!.ma-c mar-
vellous .appeared in the Fast, to ac-
mplug a |im.i¥:} change. Need we name the
silent meditative merchant, broker.. a.d camel-
driver—the cbscurec man of a tribe among a
thousand tribes— Mohammed, the son.of Abdal-
lah? He,. too, becawe ‘yror.het, warrior, and

wesor, tae founder of a faith, .nnd the ob-

ject of wership among mighty nations, so that
Druantheim to the world seemed to

be lled out, and shared between the two
unm:dvcu The .Eastern cre‘ed.-of a lfu
move intellectual and permanent character than
that of the North, has iudeed borue gp against
the shocks of centurics and the onward march
of improvement. But Mobammedanien ender-
lies the same doam as Odinism, strong of heart
and tenacious of life thoush it be; it ie ing,
and it must pass away. That “mll.mn, voice”
from the banks.of the Jordan that glided through
. the whirlwind, the earthquake, and the: fire, by
which the Northern supcratition’ was made 8o
tarrible, has pronounced the doom of its: Kastern
suscessoc ; and in n‘ofu- ertuonsl!\n tl:c
smuessia will be no longer roclaia ng to
.:'inds of hu!:n. # Mobamined is the
u'-::;rcc:ting aleo to .mark .the humen in-
strumentality by which these changes have been
.aocomplished. The destruction of the northern
oreed resembled its establishment, for it was ef-
rfected by viakince and uost. This was to
be expocted, not only from its rude unintellce-
tual ¢ ser, which Fould :-:rcely be uuulu}
bl but from th¥ savage state of
ao::tyy.lﬁxdl it':vu unéfitted te survive. When
a northern dnmpion. therefore, became 8 ‘con-
vert to Christianity, hie first step was a refuta-
tion of Odinism by fire and. swerd. In this way
8aint Olave procoedod, when his.mest coinmon
‘argumeut to an unbelicver was, “ Become a
Christian, or—fight me;” and thesc who saw his
~atalwart form, and beavy Danish doukle-bladed
battle-axe, no very eager desire o eater . the
Jists of controversy with such a disputant. Char-
« also, in the conversion of the Saxens,

was equally ‘unceremonious, when he charged
tham at the head of his troops, and hurled them
poll mell into the baptismal river. In this way
men were svinmarily persuaded by tribes and
whiele nations iv a single encounter, and the ob-
poxious creed was aniiihilated almost as rapidly
as it had boem established. Not so, however,
Mohammedanism. Btriding on through the dack
agas unscathed, it actually appeared a thing of
ightoess amidst the palpable obscure with
which it was surroundet ; and ewen when the
Reformation commwenced in Europe, the East
era delusion could still point to coinmuniiics:
which, in point of civilization aud refinement,
were scarcely inferior to thoee of Christendom.
Here, however. Mohammedanism had done its

R

utmost, and bere its votaries were compelled to*

pauss, while the rival nations continued that ca-
recr upon which they:had newly entered. Thus
they have continued till the present day, when
violent conversions are no longer thought of.—
Bat the slaw pracess of sapping accomplishes
the work of destruction as effectuallyas the sud-
den cannopade, and this fact the Moslem na-
4ions have been compelled to see and acknow-
Jedge. They find that theit creed bas stereoty-
ppod them to the rude civilization of the fifteenth
ceantury, so that they can go no farther; and
#hat they can no longer stand their greund

inst the surrounding nations of Christendom,
whose military and political skill has kept pace
with their improvement in art and.science.—
Theyfind that their creed is incompatible with
their national existénce, <o that the one or the
.other must be forgone.  But which of these shall |
they devote to the sacrifice 7 There lies the

| . ; ey ' .
try that stands in the fore-front of the rising | general syetem of Education, which iy 1o b"! We murtsay, t1at. on carefy
fl Even already she has been compelled, justional 1n it extent, un-ectarinn in iis cba- ;e #peeches, na 1o ported,

through sheer necessity, to make sacrifices such '
as her soul most abliors : and to become Lalf Fu- ¢
ropean, rather than cease to be.  All thuy, iu- |

tured upou these clanges in spite of the Koran. |

whose day has expired.

away. But what is to- cucceed ?  Its votaries !
are turning to Christian nations for nstruction

in the arts of peace and-war, and becoming the
submusive students of ecience and civilization.
And is it not much that they should become the
pupils of those whom f)r centuries they have
branded. as “ dogs” amd “swin: ?" But what
faith shall we give them ? for a fuith they mw.t
have. Or, like a true nation of shopkeepers,
are we to send them nothing beyond the market
stock of cannon and calico, except the bill of la- |
ding? .The ‘Lurk, eepecially, has reached that |
point at which the mind rejects the superstitions |
of its boyhood, and craves for -comething wmore |

from our lessons the wirdom of time, he isinthe !
most hopeful wood for admittivg those of eter- |
nity also. In this way, not only a solemn duty,
but a fearful responsibility rests upon us.  Woe
is anto ws, theretore, if wo leave them to their
shifts! Woe is unto us it ve consign them to
the tender mercies of the Italian Priest or the
Russian Papa—the infidelity of France er. the
I'antheimn of Germany !

The Pest-Office Struggle.
KFrom the Christian Times.

The Battle of the Sabbath is abeut to be
fought ou the field of the Lost-oftice. “I'he con-
vicuon has now become gencral, that nothing
but an entire abolitivn of all secular work, not
warranted by neceasity, will guarantee the pri-
vileges of the Lord’s day 1o all classes of society,

A powerful aud completeiy organized combi-
nation of the religious and commercial world
has now been effected, and plans for the most
extensive operations are thoroughly matured.—
These will comprehiend a scries of public meet-
ings, 10 be keptup fromn week to week, until the
meeting of L'arhament; potitions from every
town and parish throughout the kingdam,.to be
addressed to the Queen aud®oth Houses of the
Legislature.  Every effort will be made to have
these petitions numerously.and respectably sign-
ed. The Lord'vday Observance Socicty will
take the initiative, and at unce send ovut projer
instructions to all the clergy, mayors, and lcad-
ipg wen, in the towns and parishes throughout
the kingdom.  The Dissenters’ Society, founded
ou the sawme priaciples as the Lord'sday Obser-
vance Society, is to enter inuncdiatoly on an
energetic course.of action, and Lring into the
ticld the whole Dissenting interest The time
between this and the mecung of the Legislature
will vot wore than suflice tor the accomplish-
went of the gigantic task which the frieuds of
civil and religious frecdom have assigned them-
sclves. They will protit, however, by past ex-
perience. The question which has besn so much
agitated, as to the amount of relict w0 be aflorl-
ed (o country postwasters by Mr. Rowland [ill's
plans, is to Le laid aside. 'i‘lw Sabbatic rest of |
the London Postotlice will be safely included |
in the demand which will be made upon the Le-
L ¢islature for the cessation of all postal work on
Sunday throughout the country. The wmost
carcful tables have been prepared, with the yview
ot showing the amount of work done in the coun-
try post-offices, under the old arrangement aud
{he vew.  The result of the comparison, which

has been made from returns from 160 post-otli-
'ccs, shows that the relief altorded does not de-
scrve the nawe.  For instauce, the Poat-oflice
at Bath is closed from ten till five on Sunday,
and during these hours 168 ¢ross post-bags
are roceived and dispatched; so that the
only person who can be relieved is the clerk
whose duty it is to attend o the public. The
new regulations have sncreased the work of the
postmasters. ‘They have now 1o make up a bag
on Saturday night for London, and to reccive
one from the mctropolis an Mondsy, which 1s
addstivnal wosk, and for this iinposition, they
are allowed, according to Mir. Hill's ewn state-
ment, to cloe their offices three hours and a
balf in the middle of the .day, when 10 one
comes on besiness; but the rece;

ames y 1pt and despatch
of wals continue the same as betore.

From tke London Walchman, Dec. 19, |
Great Educational Meeting in Manehester.

The Lancashire Public Schaol Association
have just made a public' demona
the purpose of explawing anid Propagating
their views on the rubject of Nutioual Edu- |
cation,

ration, for

difficulty upon which their meditative men are
oompelléd to ponder, while every SllCCCQl“ng;
year beccmes more urgent for a reply. su‘.h‘
B especially the goadition of Turkey, the coun-

or the iuformation of oy

may not be acquamied with the pracipleas
adsocated by this Assorigtion, we may state,

resdera, who

One pressure more, it may be, and the volume p4ior ally | Col S h
itselt will be ﬂung into the Besphorus, like some { fiites, elected by 'h"' rate-payers specially ; Colamzation Scheme Propoundey
worthless collection of spells and conjusations | for the purpose.” W hen we taform ouriyrira ago by rome of the disci
' ) t renddern, thut this Association boasts of hav- | same rchool, in which it was
In this manner Islamism is silently, Puﬁinri ing recured the adhesion to its principle of | npply, for the c¢ivil za-ion: of t
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racter, nd supported by local rotes, x
IFbameetings of We inesday lart were in- l
tended to formdistrict orguizathions through-

'dwd. the Koran condemns; but she has ven- ! out the country, * fur the parpo-e of pro-

moting a scheme of antianal s-cular educa-
oo, under the management of local autho- |

wixty mendsers of the House of Commons,—
thutahere were from 150 10 200 gentlewen
assembled ut the Morning Conterence, many
of them from distant purts of the country,—
and that §,000 pereons, ut the Evening Meet-

g, were exeited 1o w high piteh ol enthusi- | ekin fur the leek of a lady*s hair ‘Whg gl

asm i favour of its chj-ctz, by the spacehes
of two eloquent M. P.'s;—it will.2t once ap-
|n; ar necessary to exuiming the charncter and
pretensions of thia orgamzation, )

It appears, theo, that the School:, whirh
are o be ut once rpread over the whole face
of the country, secording to this scheme, nre
to be exclusively tur s cular insteuction. L he

.. . . o meand Iven to the term ** unsecturian’ 18 in utter dme rnfitur bei
clevated and spiritual; aud while he is lcarning | Pea0iug given hoterm *t ' In utter dmc e at being w0 o

in reality unreligious,—ibis clement being
carefully excluded,  Ou this puint the Rec.
Wa, M‘Kcnrow, one of the Sscrrinries of
the Couference, expresses himaelf vhus, —

* Meny persons cemplained that an injustice
would bedone to their consciences, and that they
could not sanction this plan, unless religion were
introduced ; but we could not, as freemen, intro-
duce religion ; ot we were responsible fur our
religious opinions to our Muker alove. Kvery man
had a right to judie for himseil upon tHis subject,
and as we could not agree about i, itwas utterly
impossjble tor any scheme embracing the religivus
element to be introduced iuto this courtry.”

tIndeed, it seemrs to be -a very importam
part of the objeese proposed by this scheme,
to rescue the educaiion ol the coumry from
the influence ot the Bille, si.e  prieste, and
the religionista. *Be writes Mr Thornton
Hunt, one of the editors of the Egaminer:—

1 desire general education, as a means of
freeing 1elizion from its baser embarrassments,
and restoréryg to it its full influence.”

What:the rekigion of this gentleman is ap-
pears to be, ** the perception of the laws of
nature working tor good,—the instinctive re-
terence of these lawse to God,—and the coun-
scientious impulse 1o work in carryiog out
thove laws.”

What its *‘ baser embarrassments® are we
learu from the following :

AL pre;el.l. the influence of religion is logt in
the conlusion of sec's, aud the coutlict ol prosely-
tism ;—anen are fighting for conveity to their own,
form ot creed, and vot working to recruit the
numbers of the servants of God, lollowing and
furthering hia own lawsy, according to his own
conduct of the univerre, in vbedient ‘juve and
hopetul (rust

Krom the above specimens, we may con-
jecture what plsce the teaching of the Binle
1510 hold 1u these projacted schools, and
what will be the nationsl effectiin regard 1o
revealed 1eligion, ol the instrucuon giveo in
them,

As a nntural consi quence of thia kind of
theory we find very hitde wllusicn mnde to
the :moral precgpts 1o be .instilied into the
minds of the youth who ase to be Llessedl
with their tenching. Heur the said editor
of the Kzaminer ngnin.:— ;

*“iReligion must be emancipated-from it igmii’e
struggle.  To do that, men must be more 1nwll-
zent, and must learn 1o know their duty trom the
very laws which thay can only thwart to their
owar destruction,—can truly cbey only for the
happiness of themselves and them hat follow ;—
tu that eyd they must be taught.”

Lihe two principal apcakers a2 the F.ven-
ing Meating argued airongly again<t'the rel.- |
grous elementin achoolsy, Mr. Gilwon adduc-
g s inefficrency in the Collegints entnl-
lisbments of the country, where candidtes
for ordinstion were requised 1o attend Div-
nity lectures nnd ¢ Chapols ;" and Mr. Fox
uiging the fuct that persons who had becn
Suuday-scholarssometimes et inte prison.

The laver geullewan propores a supple-
mentary power. s

4t A selection of cagts from the great worss of
art in the British Musenm, distributed ju our Me-
chames’ lustitutions, &c. &c ., where lectyrars
might pointto the enduring monuments of ancient
Egypty in their primaval gramdeur, or to the di-
viwe ideals of Grecian sculpture, or 1o the cirious
and interesting memorials of the midd]e agea ™

All this i« urged as a means of preveating
erime, which promises 10 be miore successiul
thun Sunday-school and day-school insiruc-
t1on in the bands of tbe relrgionis:s.

lu connection with this, it was arguxl hy
some ol the speakers, that us no grest desire
had keen expressed by the working classes
for this new system, vl it would bhe hope-
les< 1o attempt by agitation 1o get up from
them a request for ats introduction, the best
wy trgo o work would be 1y ohiain legre-
lative enactir ente, making the ervetion of the
sehoels compuicory in the firsg place —therr
KUPPOTE COMPUIROrY i) the eecogy| ploce,—
utel the atiendance of the childr

that ity wembers stk the eartaniisbmen of g1

.

| ! ‘ el cewpul-
sury in the third place.

, the seanstitutiors of Chivelry

—

l lwn,”l .
rUotle e,

T Hnpossitle 1o rvoud Pron u"(-i,.‘ |!|II

Lincashire Pebhic School ,\n-’"‘l!(ll'h l'.

auiliors of ove of the nost Quixoiie N'h'-n;

th it was ever pulaed ou e creduliny of thg
public,

We are reminded of the New.Ziahng

severy|

bles : of-ypg

ITopried

he canningl,

{ Which, int lh'
Middle Ages, contributed 1o help forwagy
the transion of Furopesan S eiery ofrun o
barharons 10 a pol shed state, ) he'ialu.‘
ta NewtZealund Chieftuinh teuzht o pigg “big

cienily grovsque, but not-more o thay hag
of n troop of pagged hoye; aned intg sybmiy.
sion by *Cihe promeval geandeye® ol Kgy
i Motunents, and’ trained to virtue gud
religion byt 1ke (htine' idenls of Grecien
sculpiure;” whilst the religionists, with thewy
old-facmoned beook, and ther priestly inflg.
encen, ard-Suntay-schacl teachere, stanq
Uldome,
| Certainly it may be taken as a presege of
reuch s discomfiture, when we find that thy
Associntios has slresly outdone the rel;-
{ giomists in what bas usuully been beld 1o by
‘their exchisive monopely,—canl, big
"and tyrarmy. What better pumne doeg ol
this vupid stuff deserve than enny ? We tell
the Luncashire Pullic School Association
that untd they bave proved, by a much Ilon.
minute and inductive process - of reasoning
than they have ever yet attempred, that theip
syxtem of Education will restrain crime,=
improve eociety,—nnd inake the eoun
prosperous, we shall hold them ‘uilqy‘}
using words und pbrases without any meap-
ing, simply becausn they have learnt them
{rom their party.  Did ever religiows bigotry
nssert 1w exclusive clnime, und ruy down off
other sects with more intensity than thig
Associnlion maintaing its pretenciong-? Ders

dominnscy, cramming religion dowy Feople'e
throats with half the.z-ul which ‘these nes
show to puff the public mind with their irre-
ligious erotchets, by force df iPurliamentg,
und leus of rutes, avd viclence 1o per-
sons ?

We do not-heeitate 10 say that nevep worg
pretensions eo lofty ‘backed by such eoe-
temmpible doinge,

tionists. done?

They profees 1odeplorerthe previlencs of
ignorapce and crima,—they clsim -oredit for
hotzealin the cauee of education,—they are
impatient of delay,—the roligionicte arn toe
slow for them,—it will 1ake, they eay, ot
the precent rate of pragrese, two hundred
yeurs to teach the pevpls of 'England 10 reed
and write,

‘Well, what heve Ty -done? It is ussd
for-the religious bigots 10 shew their rince
rity by their snerifices. ‘Chey put down theie
money to :build schools and truining instite
tions, and to pay Weacher's salaries,

But th-se educntional bigote are not sesh
fools ; —their policy is tc inske other people
pay foritheir experiments,

‘One of the most entbusiastic apeakery
said,—

* Besities, he coneidered it 1 very unjust th
i s that-avery atteinpt to imnrove the ¢
tion of our felloweereatuzes shouid he mede simply
at the expense of the benevolent part of the com-
munity,”

Very good ;—hut‘mmonget the religionism,
it is usudl to regard practical efforie and o
cumary contributions as the tests of beseve-
lence, und the non-benevolent want at least
«nme examples of this kind to move them.
It is a doctrine unknown amongst the secte-
ries, thut benevolence consists in takiog othe
people’s money to relieve disire-s.

Such, however, ia the henevolence of the
Lanapshire Public School Association. Owe
sanple gentleman from the country did, ie
Mg cld-fasbioned way, mention something
about subseriptiona; hut he wes speedi
corrected, #ud moade to understand, that bis
benevolence was to cost him nothing more
than his own proportion of a six<penny reM.

‘That 60 mewbiers of she Houre of Com-
mons should bave voted for the principle of
euch a measure, can ouly be matter of ssf-
prise and regret.

It should, however. make Methndiste look
about them, that they wmay hring to bear
upan the wnsses exposed (o the dangee of
ruch educational gunckery, their awn prae
teal, welltried ugency, which they kno®
from ‘“the sure word of prophecy,” to be
divinely sanctioned, nrd from their exper-
ience, to have heen divinely blessed.

We ventnre 1o hope, that the Guvernmest
undaraiands the wapes of the country 0@
well, to histen 10 the avertures of the speculs-
tste nnd that gt wall, an least, sdhere to the
o d princip'a nf requiring a large zmovnt
ol loea! contrihytinne ne the condition of 1's
L 0N wid, and e a test of the z=al of ecdovk
. promotere.

{

history record an in-tanee of a Church, in iv.

#For what have these.philantbropie ednu# '

JANUARY 25.

a——— =

And we t 0 e Munchester (
:n;cun.l'«.r:, Lt Lorastan L‘_~
case thnn L s vt o, et
ry wil earsent to try hiis b
the relvst vl aee Ly riron g o
ant that, evel {
hy acts af Pa oo ot would
1o operatioa by e e
all glass o~ amun T U ey who o w
ae one nt Lo e radiyoir ery
—rue Breve Fir-r, unid TR

rug Brece tor the youtn ot Ll

i et s Ne e
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« | am so sorry thal i have pet I

Life."

These words were awony iLe
seLlenes, ll_m‘l\‘l Ly a __l"‘LI.V
youns llllf-.l“-"' thor.\ faliine a \
sainption, in the very blocu, ot
gweet had been her dispuaiiicn,
fectionate her inierconrse with Ly
and with her l'ricntls.»(hm_n was
of her, with niuch propricty, ou
thou lackest.”  Inher last siclawe
tistuctory chvidence, that the on
crowning grace, Was no lon 2o
died peacefully, aithough in exe
of body, ever pronouncinx ‘l,;twc
involuntary throbbings of  phy
« blessed Jesus ! blessed Jesus !
botore this event, caling her wot
side, shie bid hera very touching
ato adicu, askine foreivene:s for ¢
she might have shown to her, in
aud then, with indescribable Cuso
ol, * Mother, | ain a0 sorry that
ad a different life.”

The sentiment of this dying gie
ous and important to be passed b
Golden moinents of usefulaness ang
are permitted to pass swifily, and
and their value only appreciated
qxportunil'w" are bevond our or
warent or teacher! this world is
Luur, the nighl of death will soon
tain over thee, and thy wok, we
will be ended. - How meh s the
plished ! aud how tew the momer
ugin ! Many are the immortal «
wpou thy faithful clorts. Be not
enticod by the pas:ing vanities
bour for cternity ! Work an,a
The day of discharge, and reward
pearer than anticipied.  Avoid
ean be done ; Jeave ne duty un
ebligation undischarged.  Tlien
come 00 3000, nor thy =oul Le ¢
hagrowing refleetions upon thy ne
vet, looking on the cold unmaved
sbait thou say, mith gricf of he
sorry that [ have nol bhved a di
Lug thou shalt exclaing, triunp
now ready to be offeredy and the
arture is at hand. 1 have fough
have finished my course, I have
Henceforth there is laid up for u
nglteousness, which the Lord,
dudge, shall give ut that day.”

Pear youny rewidor, have You
Sewary preparation for eternity.
dy 10 reccive, at iy, moment, 1
hous approich of Ceath, and hea
tory summons, * Follow me ™
building high hopes of life and 1
your present Lealih, and snuling
And are you not piging ol a v
h‘” to be illiu.\‘ull!"«'\bl(:? "l‘
you l')uil:l upon is ulready shaken
&0 s just now ready 1o remo
gone, and the LeauGful aud a
®ructure mnst 1! it the dust.
“Iiconld bave ooleved it P
roung lady, ta a inister, who
called to prav with e~ then in
brace of death,— bt T should
8000, aid just whea i wis <o hapy
shoul] Lay . been e re fathtul t,
w attendane upon the house of
Alis! alas’ deatls cannot he b
ty, earthly bliss, or iears of ang
u‘ﬂft one short vear, the deeply 4
uried this lovely voung lady, wh
mencenint, he had Jomed in he
Batrimony, 1o the o ompanion of
At Lo not, then, iy i nd,
L:ln.e\'s of the d_\i::g }::.u'r, <l e
'f;;'(l"”f-‘- I il requine all thy
HCETace, to look, tor the [t ¢
Coar forms of Kinlicd and tre:
0 the v 1y e o s
$aland the crave with a cal
“.‘“‘,"- Ot where st
Frovel where is Ih.\' \il‘!.,l'_\ |

Lot sotrce wl e hiclest 1oy,

Lo ¢ e o~
=t that vou have lived thea
i
3 Wi e qei g sty 10
oo ‘ s
Loave ot ac vone g

A 80 sy )

gk 1 e Y .M"! 'l‘hwc 'uu[I
vOfe ol S, deach:r.

F ll!'}!'?) Lilizion,
3 i © .
arn T peliestog 3. o Lo
o Vet 1 00 % Lk &
k: LTI N s e



