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Madras,) they will find that our native suhjects in In-
diz are not so unreasonable as to deny to us, even in
their bearts, aright to exercise that religious freedom
which they themselves so fully enjoy.

I observed that in the debate of last Tuesday even-
ing, in the House of Lords, it was asked by your
Lordship, what was the proportion of Mussulmaus in
the Madas army. It was a patural inquiry, for it is
material to consider that in this presidency the idola-
trous worship of the Hindoos does not stand opposed
to the Christian religion alone. Itwas replied by the
Lighest and most respected authority, the Duke of
Wellington, that the proportion of Hindocs was by far
the most considerable, and that the Mussulmans were
almost confined to the cavalry regiments. [ have
no doubt that any member of the Court of Directors
would have given a similar reply to your Lordship,
and the information would have been perfectly cor-
rect in reference to a period which is now gone by, a
period to which his Grace expressly ailuded.

At present, however, the following is a just state-
ment of the proportion of the different creeds in the
Madras Native Army—viz..:

" Mahometans ... .. 24,000
Hindoos . . . ...
Other creeds .- .

It will be evident from this statement, which is
nearly accurate, that the being compelled to attend at
the Hindoo festivals is naturally distasteful (to usea
mild term) to considerably more than half the native
army. '

Speaking of this attendance, a veteran and highly
respectable officer of the Mahometan ereed remarked,
** We obey in silence, but (Inying his hand on his
heart) it makes uncasiness here.” ‘This species of
uneasiness, -however, is not always so passive. b
cxhibited itself recently in overt acts at Mysore, and
made the presence of two regiments of cavalry and
one of infantry necessary to restore tranquillity. |
refer to one other instance, beecause it prm}uced from
Hindoo officers and Scepoys of a regiment, a proposal
which is worthy of attention. ‘It us,” they said,
*“in future attend our own festivals, and you do the
same yourselves : we will not hereafter interfere in
the Mahometan feasts.”

These plain houndaries of toleration are tan o inn:

not to be acknowledeged by the most ignorant, and |

even by the most prejudiced and unreasonable. It is
what we have hitherto done upon a contrary system
that to say nothing of religious oblirations, has tended
to produce perplexity, and ennfounded distinctions
which ought to have been preserved. YWe are the
ruling power in India, and when the Hindoos see us
managing their Pagoda revenues, directing their cere-
monies, and presenting offerings to their idols, they

countenancing and supporting their heathen worship,
willingly and from choice ; or, atleast, that they are
indifferent to the precepts of Christianity, since it is
evident that they are acting under no necessity.

‘The intention of the Directors’ despatch of 1833
was simply to correct this error—to assert practically
the claim of equal rights on behalf of all parties
where their conscience is concerned.

So far from there being any foundation for the ap-
prehension that a ground so reasonable cannot be
safely taken, I believe this to be precisely the position
which it is the most safe and casy, as well as most
just, to maintain,

As often as our stations are visited by the preach-
ers of reformed Ismalisin, who strenuously inculcate
on the Mussulmans that idolatry is abhorrent to their
fuith, we must expect that the repugnance of Mussul-
mana to attending at the Hindoo festivals will increase;
and { know that it is the opinion of some of the ubles;
of the Company’s servants in the peninsula, that our
safest and best position in respect to the native wor-
ship would be that of perfect neutrality.
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I have thought it important, after reading. the de-!
bate of the other night as it is reported i 'the newga
papers, to address your Lordship in this public megs
ner, thar inIndia it may be thoroughly undernooq thag
the well known despatch of 1883 was not * blow
aimed at the religion of the natives, but was intended
to secure to every religious denomination the full and
free exercise of their own religious observances, apd
to all perfect liberty of conscience.
I have the honour to he, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s very faithful servant,
P. MAITLAND, '
Bedford-lodge, Brighton, August 16, 1889, -

i

" ' L)

COPIES OF ADDRESSES PRESEKNTED TO LIEUT GESERAR
SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND, K. C. B., LATE.QQM
MANDER-IN-CHIEF, AT MADRAS, AND OF H1S REPLIRNg

Twe first address is from a numerous body of a2

hahitants of Madras of all classes, with the exce tiom
of officers of the army, and of the military medical gase
vice, who by the rules of discipline were prechy
from siening it. e
The sccond address is from a provisional commilfes
formed in this country for the purpose of diffusing jie
formation relative to the connexion of the East Indi
Company’s Government withthe superstitious and
idolatrous systeins of the natives, and for promq
the dissolution of that connexion. LI
The address from Madras having followed &it -
Peregrine Maitland to England, the earliest oppot
tunity of pre<enting it was afforded by _his vist fo
London, for the purpose of attending the Watérlos
banquet at the Duke of Wellington’s, ‘on the 18th’
June ; on which occasion it was accordingly preseas-
ed, by a deputation from the provisional committes,
with the second address. .
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« To Licutenant General Sir Peregrine Maitland, K.
C. B., late 2 miember of the Government, and Coge
mander-in-Chicf of the Madras Army, &e. '
¢ Sir,—We the undersigned inhabitants of the Pre:

sideney of Madras, beg leave to express our unféign.

ed regret that your relation with this presid
should have been so soon dissolved, by the

tinn of v hieh othees.
©AVe Leliove tint veoar eanucxion with Indid bab

Leen, under Divine Providence, productive of m{lti

t public benefit ; and we cannot but in a great measure

refer to the firmness and decision you have exhi
the pledzes which have been recently given by ber
Majesty’s Ministers to both houses of Parliament] thi

| the conntenanee and support which the Goveramea

aflords to the idolatry and superstitions of the cotd-

. - r s Jthdraw ‘ eat princi of
can but draw the inference that our Goverment is | try should be withdrawn, and the great principie

religious toleration and nentrality laid down m |
Hon. Court of Directors’ despatch of 1838,carrie dinte
full effect—pledges which we gratefully hail a8
auaruntee of eatire liberty of conscience to all
of the community. -

< \With mixed feclings of admiration and paid we
have scen you, in obedience to the dictates of s
conseience truly enlichtencd by the word of God, re
linquish, at the greatest personal sacrifice, yoﬂf_hg
office, and a conmmand which, from a life spent m 8
military scrvice{ of your country, had been rendO‘..
to vou a trust of the deepest interest.

< A sense of duty, asp:'cll as a knowledge Of!l:"&
views of the discipline of the army, has alone prec 2
cd a numerous body of military men, )'nc]ud g od
medical fellow-subjects, from uniting wufh us ;
address ; but although the loss of their Slgﬂﬂm e
limits our numbers, we feel assured that you W "ol
the less willingly accept this heartfelt ex £
our common sentiments of gratitude and esteef. &

The above was subscribed by 260 names, and, ¢e
sequently to its arrival in England, several letters




