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Alissionarp Intclligence.
—— ——
€ From Wesleyan Notices Newspaper, Dec.1850.)
Wesleyan Missions in Fecjee. o
FEEJEE. &
Extract of a Letter from the Rev Richard
B. Lyth, dated Lakemba, Jan. 31st,
1850, o

FROFESSION OF CHRISTTANITY BY THE KING OF
LAKEMBA, &c.

. T nore an opportanity is near for forward.
ing you seme account of the work of God n
this Circuit, and important passing events.
Tt is with feelings of pleasure and thaukful.
mess that | report ths conversion of the King
of Lakemba to Christianity, -and with him

“of several of his influemial friends aud peo-
fle, who had long stood out against the calls
of the Gospel. 1t was about ten days afier
the * Wesley's” leaving Feejee in October
last, that this joyful eveut took place, By
this event, so long prayed for and earnestly
desired, the whole island, snd those depeu-
dent on it, have become wholly Christian,
at least in profession, aud are all placed uu-
der religious instruction. We have now
the happiness of seeing Tuinayau :nd his
people bowing together ** befure Jehovah's |
awful throge.”

It will be gratifying to you to knew that
his conversion 10 the profession of the Chris-
tian religion was not the result of a sudden-
ly-formed resolution, but of a conviction of
its truth, long resisted, but yielded to at last
and therefore gives promise of leading to
the best effects. It has at once removed a
powerful hinderance to the success of the
truth 1a producing a good influence on the
minds of the whole population, and in esta-
blishing Christianity on a firmer basis. {1ts
good effecis in the better government of the
people, and the union of the Chiefs and
people on better principles, are already ap-
parent. By God's blessing on the labours
of his servants, we have the prospect of see-

- ing the word of God grow and prevail. The
King regularly autends the preashing every
Sabbath morning, has family prayer con-
ducted by a Local Preacher morning and
evening, and has, moreover, manifested a
strong desire 10 learn to read. We have
given him a New Testament, which he
values very much, and delights to hear it
read.

On his embracing Christianity, one of
his first measures was to establish the go-
vernment of the land on a better foundation
and to correct abuses. To accomplishy
these objects he called a public meéting,
the result.of which has bren a decided im-
provement in the condition of the people.

A remarkable event in the history of
Lakemba took place on the day following
this meeting, which, but for the overruling
providence of God, might Lave ended in
very: disastrous cousequences. This was,
the sudden appearance of a Bay Chief, close.
ly conunected with Lakemba, who, having
taken umbrage, came with an army of three
hundred fizhting-men, with purposes of re-
venge. Six large canoes anchored at mid-
day within musket-shot of the beach, filled
with armed Heathens; and nothing hot an
interposition of Divine Provideuce prevent.
ed their landing, and at once commencing
the work of destruction aud murder. The
hostile Chief, and one or two with him,
wereAllowed to Jand without molestaiion,

and 10 enter the town of Levuka  le guve
orders that his army shoulsdl presently follow
him; but in this he was disappointed.  As
they were attempting to land, a Tonguese

Chuef siepped forward, and ordered them

back to their canoes at the peril of their

lives. This threat was sufficient, a fear
from Gaod fell upon them, and they did pot
make a second attempt, bit remained in
their cances all night; the beach béing
strongly guardéd, in the mean time, by
armed parties of Tonguese and Feejeeans —

At first fighting appeared inevitable,” T'he

Chief was very angry; but at length his

eyes were opeued 1o see his puiful position,

(separated as he whs from his men,) he was

giad to submit, and beg for his hifs, and his

Heathen friends as glad o be allowed 10

depart in peace,

himsell left the land, chagrined and disap-
pointed. Since then three moyths have
rolied over— Baflied and nnable to gain as-

| for their Superintendents, who are 10 visit

Atter two days the Chief

now is, to snhmit tothe evils he hasbrought ‘
up n himself.  Whatever grievanceshe had
to complain of, (and they were less than he
had given just cause ta expect,) he has cer-
tainly been dealt with throughout with great
forbearance and kindness

~In all these events the hand of the Lord
has evidently overrnled, and the pacific dis-
position of B towirds this place, when all
looked for trouble and war, has tended’
greatly 1o contirm the King and his friends
i the profession of faith i the true God —
It is the * Lord’s doing,” aud 1o him be the
glory.

I'he seeinz God’s hand in these events,
greatly confirms our own faith amidst the
trials and difficalties we have to contend
with.-—All these things make-our-path rough
and our work difficult; but the considera-
tion that the ** Lord our God is with us 1o
help us and to fight our battles,” is very en-
couraging.

Siuce entering on the work of this Cir-
cuit, in October last, 1 have made two voy- |
ages to the neighbouring izlauds that occu-
pied about a mouth. -

We have divided the islands into Circuits,
with our most experienced native ‘Teachers

all the places under their pastoral care eve-
ry quarter, iu order to meet the classes, &e.
This arrangement will tend greatly to
strengthen the hands of our Teachers and
people in pluces seldom visited. “T'he most
that we can hope 10 do in this extensive
Circuit is, to visit each distaut place ounce a
year ; and often then our stay must be ne-
cessarily short.  We helieve the plan adopt-
ed will prove a great blessing, and render
our own oceasioual visits much more ser-
viceable,

Our Institution for training young men is
in active operation.  We have an excellent |
honse, in which tiiey are et by myselt and |
coillengue three times a week, for instroc-
tion 1o reading, wnittng, and Christian theo- |
logv.  These youug wmen, numbering be- |
tween ten and twenty, are prous aud devor-
ed, ardent in their desire 10 be iustructed
and become usetul,—1the hope of vur church- |
es in Feejee.

Ceneral mistcllmt_p.

Tho Gataway of the Oceans.

The forcing of the barrier which for three hun-
dred years has defied and imperiled the commerce
of the world seeins now an event at hand. Oune
half of the contract tor the junction ot the Atlan-
tic and Pacific, obtained fidmn the State of Nicar-
azua last year by the promptitude of the Aweri-
cans, i to be held at the option of Eaglish capi-
talists ; and an understanding i at length announ-
ced, that if the contemplated ship canal can be
eonstructed on conditions that shiall leave no un-
certainty »s to the profitablencss of the enter. |
prise, it is to be carried forward with the influ-
ence of our highest mercantile firaus. The ne-
cessary surveyes have been actually commenced
and asa leinporary route-is at the same time be-
ing opened, an ainonut of information is Likely
ewn to be colleeted which will familarise us
with each point regarding the capubilities of the

when the canal vurvevs shall be conipleted, they
are 1o be aabunitted O the ngid seratiny of Gove

| world shall increase; and indeed, already the idea

entire region. 1t is understood, moreover, that f tamn that enough is known of the whole country
| both no-th and south of that State, to establih

tion to what is accomplished by those vessels. A
lower charge for the transit, and a comparatively
|wl|'|ly chimate, are also additional inducements;
and under these cirenmstances, anticipations are
entertained that the great tide of traflic will he
turned in the new direction. This tide, a~eord-
ing to the last acconnte from Panama, was kept
up at tie rate of 70,000 persouns a year ; and it
was 0xp6ch-d 10 increase,

The navigability of the San Juan, however, in
its present stte, remaing yet to be tested.  The
Awmerican company who have obtained the privi-
lege of the ronte have sert down two vessels of
light draught, the Nicaragua and the Director, for
the purposa of forthwith placing the marnter he
yond doubt. At the last date, the Director had
safely crossed the barat its mouth, and was pre-
paring to ascend ; the Nicarazua had previously
gone up to the Colorado, a lranéh river, where,
it is said, through the carelessness of Ler engi-
neer, she had run aground upon a sand-bank,
though withont sustaining any damage. The
next accounts will possess great interest, What.
ever inay be the real capabilities of the river, ae-
cidents and delays must he anticipated in the
firet trial of a new method of navigating it; even
in our own river, the Thames, the first steamer
conld scarcely have been expected to make atrip
from London Bridge to Richmand without some
mizhap. Should, therefore, the present experi-
ment show any clear indicetions of success, there
will be reasonable ground for congratulation ; and
it ferms so important a chapter in the history of
enterprise,that all must regard it with goodwishes

1f the results of this temporary trunsit should
realize the expeetations i seems to warrant there
can be little doubt the campletion of the canal
will woon be commenced with ardor. Supposing
the surveys should shaw a cost notexceeding the
s estimated in (837 by Liecatenant Baily, the
prospect of the returns wonld, there 1s reason to
belleve, be mueh larger than the publie have at
There is
also the fact that the increase of these retarns ean

any time been accustomed to snppose,
know no lim4¢ so long as the cammerce of the

of the gains toacerue appears to have struck some
minds with such foree as to lead them to question
if the privileges which have been granted are not
of a kind so extraordinarily favonrable that they
will sooner or later be repudiated by the State of
Nicararua, No such dinger howewer ex sts; os
the company are guaranteed in the safe posses.
sion of all (ke ir rights by the treaty of protection
which has been rat fied between Great Britain
and the United Stotes.

One most important sign in favour of the quick
completion of the ship-canal is now furnished in
the circumstance that there are no rival routes,
At Panama, a cheap wooden railway is to be eon-
struct-d, which will prove setviceable for much
of the passenzes-traflic to Peru and Cluli; but
the project for a canad at that point has been en-
trely given up. The aame is the case at Tehu-
antepec, where the difliculues are far greater
than at Panama,

It is true, the question vatarally arises, wle.
ther ifan exploration were made of other parts of
Central Ameriea or New Grenada, same route
might not be discovered which might admit «f
the construction of a canal even at a less cost
Ahin will be necessary at Nicaragua, DBut in a
‘nm“'e( which concerns the eammeree of the wheie.
world for ag-s, there are other points to be con-
sidered besides mere cheapness; and those who
have studied the advantages of Nicaragua main
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Duslling Discouraged.

The law of the laud s better able o vindieary
really outrazed chargetar and howour thag ma
be imagined by many fooliwii' ht-Wlosded P’mﬂc’

who nive or accept * hosule wmessages ™ "

: depends ;
compliton will cause a reveiution n cur

e
more extensive and bene

| [
armed with ample powirs of compensation and

punishment, as may easily be ascertiined by
those who can sats’y it that they have been the
victins of deliberate and wanton insult and injg.
rv. Little more than a year ago, one gentlemqq
thought proper 10 wiite to some naval and mils
tary friends of another,most offensive imputations
upon his honoer.  When apprised of this, ke in.
stant!s wrote to demand that his tradueer should
either prove the truth of his asserlions, or une-
gunivocally retract and apologize for them, Boih
alternatives wee very contemptuous'y refuged,
on whicl the injured party brought an action tor
libel against his traducer ; who, unable to Justify,
and unwiliing to apologise, allowed the Cl.t-h
zo before ajury.  On their learniag the troe na-
ture of the affair, and being reminded thay they
were appealed to as a jury of twelve rentiemen
to vindicate the honour of an unoffendiag gru:
teman, they gave such heavy damages (£580)
ns soon brought Ius infuriate opponent to hissen,
ses, and elicited an unequivoeal retractation, and
ax ample an apology ns could have Leen desired.
A few mstances of this kind would seon satisly

@

the most sceptical ot the potency of the law in
casrs too often decmed beyond ats reach, and of
the effective reality of its redress in eases of
Who could lightly estrem
being solemuly and publicly branded by its fiat
as a har and a slandercr—ite blighting rertence
He whe

wonld regard such a eircumns’anee with indiffer-

wounded honour,

remaminge permanent'y on reeoard ?

ence surely 1s not worth shooting, or running the
risk of being shot by, or ol being hanged or trans.
Ifa
person of distingushedstation or character receive

potted for shooting or 21templing to shoot !

an inguit or an injury of such a nature, as not te
admit of bemmg treated with silent contempt, 4
Lecomes his daty to snciety to set an example of
magnanumons relance on the protection of the
laws of his country, and pinns reverence for the
laws of Goed. — Blackwoed's Marazine.

. A Ifsther's Influsnce.

For myself | a:u sare thit a diiferent mother
would have made me a d'ferent man. When a
boy. I was tpo nuch like the self-willed, excite-
ble Clarence; but the tenderness with which my
mother always treated me, and the unimpassioned
but earnest manner in which she reproved and
corrected ny faults{ snbdued my unruly temper.
When 1 became resticss or wmpatient,she always
had a book t) read 1o me, or a stary to tell, of

the fact that she possesses intrinsic capabilities

ernment engincers both in England and the Uni-
ted Siates; o t0it befire the public can be eall-
ed epon trconsrier the expediency ol cmbarking
m the wad-rtabing, every doubt in connection
with 1t, ae¢ fir aa practical winds are concerned,
will haeé been removed.

may be explimed in a few words, At present
tie transt aeroas the loethaus of Panawa, occu-
pres tour days, and it tnconveniences and dan-
Zere afe notorions. At Nu*:ulyu’n, It 18 repre-
sented, the transit may poss:bly he effceted in one
day, and thia by a continuous steam route with
the exception of fifieen miles b, Jmule or omni-
bus.  The passage would be up the San Juan, a-
cross Lake Niearagua to the town of that wame,
and thence to the port of San Juan del Sur on
the Pacifie, On arriving :uQ,us terminus, (whieh
L] cunsu]-rnhly south of the :me cnn!rmplul«-‘(i for
the permanent canal, namely Realejy,) the pas-
seager would find hunself sowe six orseven hun-
dred miles nearer t> Calilornia than if he had
crossed the Isthinus of Panama ; and as the rate
of speed of the American steamers on this service
is upward of three hundred miles a day, his sav-
ing of three days in crossing, coupled with the
saving ip sea distance, would be equivalent to a

|
|

. sistance from Bau, he finds his only resort
3 g

A

total of fifteen hundred miles, measured 1n rela-

The tmmediote steps uow in enmeae of adoption |

essential to the perfectaess of the entire work,
| which are not 1o Lbe jound i any other quarter,
| and for the absence of whiclt no saving of auy
Cmmmediate sam wnuldji:ompn-unrllo.
‘ place, it is nearer to California by several kun-
{dred mules than any other route that could be
pointed _out except Tehuantepee, while at the
| same tune 1t 1 so central as duly to combine the
{interests both ofthe noithern and southern coun-

triesof the Pacific ; in the next plice, it conta:ns
[two magnificent natural docks, where ail the
| vessels an the world might refresh and refit ;
| thirdly it abounds in natural products of all kinds,
‘ aud s besides comparatively well-peopled; fourth-
{ ly, n possceses a temperature which is relatively
| mild, while itis in most parts undoubtedly - heal-
4hy ; and finally, it has a harbour on the Pacific,
which, to use the words of Dunlop in his book
on Central America, is as gooa as any port in the
known wotld, and decidedly superior even to
Portsmouth, Rio Janeiro, Port Jackson, Talcujat
na, Callao, and Guayaquil. The proximity to
California moreover settles the question as to
American co-operation ; which, it may be believ-
ed, wou:d certainly not be afforded to any route
farther south, and without which it would be idle
to contemplate the undertaking.
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Ju the first

had some device to save me frem mysell. My
father was neither harsh nor indulgent towards
me: 1 cherish his memory with respectand love.
But | have different feelings when | think of my
I oiten feel, even now, as if she were

mother.
| near me—as if her cheek were laid to mne. My
! father would pivee kis hand upon my head, clrfﬂ-
Pingly, butmy mother wounld lay her cheek azainst
l mine. 1 did not expect my fatier to do more—{
! do not know that I would have loved him betier
5 for him it was a natoral ex-
; Lut uo act is too tende

had he doune more
pression of alcetion
[for a mother. Her kiss upon_my lc:hm-l. het
! warm emb-ace, are ail telt now, and ‘the older {
[ grow, the more holy seem the influences that ser-
! rounded me cuildhood.—* The Mother,” & T

S Arihur.
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Camperance
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lutemperance.
Intemperance 1s a barrier, not 0"'Yw:
the progress of the Gospel, but every ©
movement for (¢ substhitial good of .
masses, is retarded, or rendered void by !
ageucy,
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