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(From Wesleyan Ifolkc* Xe**paper,Dec. 1850.,)

Wwlryan Mission* in Frrjte.
FEEJEE. Jt

Extract of a hetter from the Itrr Richard
B. Loth, dated Lakemba, Jan. 31*/, 
1850. " .
PROFESSION OF CîtiOSTlANiTT BY T1IK KING OF 

LAKEMBA, 4c.
1 hope an opportunity is near for forward- 

leg you seme account of the work of God in 
this Circuit, and important passing events. 
It is with feelings of pleasure and thankful, 
nesa that I report ths conversion of the King 
•f Lakemba to Christianity, and with him 
ef several of his influential friends and peo­
ple, who had long sto.nl out against the calls 
of the Gospel. It was about ten days after 
tbs •' Wesley’s" leaving Feejee in October 
last, that this joyful event took place. By 
this event, so long prayed for and earnestly 
desired, the whole island, and those depen­
dent on it, have become wholly Christian, 
at least in profession, and are all placed un­
der religious instruction. We have now 
the happiness of seeing Tuinayau nil his 
people bowing together “ before Jehoral/s 
awlul throne."

It will be gratifying to you to know that 
his conversion to the profession of the Chris­
tian religion was not the result of a sudden­
ly-formed resolution, but of a conviction of 
its troth, long resisted, but yielded to at last 
and therefore gives promise of leading to 
the best effects. It has at once removed a 
powerful hinderance to the success of the 
troth in producing a good influence on the 
minds of the whole population, and in esta­
blishing Christianity on a firmer h.iaie. Its 
good effects in the belter government of the 
people, and the union of the Chiefs and 
people on better principles, are already ap­
parent. By God'e blessing on the labours 
of his servants, we have the prospect of see­
ing the word of God grow and prevail. The 
King regularly attends the preaching every 
Sabbath morning, has family prayer con­
ducted by a Local Preacher morning and 
evening, and has, moreover, manifested a 
strong desire to learn to read. We have 
given him a New Testament, which he 
values very much, and delights to hear it 
read.

On hia embracing Christianity, one of 
his first measures was to establish the go­
vernment of the land on a better foundation 
and to correct abuses, 
these objects he called a public meeting, 
the result of which has hreti a decided im­
provement in the condition of the people.

A remarkable event in the history of 
Lakemba took place on the day following 
this meeting, which, hut for the overruling 
providence of God, might have ended in 
very disastrous consequences. This was, 
the sudden appearance of a Bay Chief, close­
ly connected with Lakemba, who, having 
taken umbrage, came with an army of three 
hundred fiihiing-nten, with purposes of re. 
venge. Six large canoes anchored at mid­
day within musket-shot of the beach, filled 
with armed Heathens ; and nothing hut an 
interposition of Dtniie Providence prevent­
ed their landing, and at once commencing 
the work of destruction and murder. The 
hostile.Chief, and one or two with itiin, 
we refill I owed to land wit-hout molestation, 
and t«i enter the town of Lcvuka lie g ive 
orders thaï his army should presently follow 
htm; but in this he was di-appoinird. As 
they were attempting to land, a Tonguese 
Chief stepped forward, and ordered them 
back to their canoes at the peril of their 
lives. This threat was sufficient, a fear 
from God fell upon them, and they did not 
make a second attempt, hut remained in 
their canoes all night ; the beach being 
strongly guanfèd, in the m»an time, by 
armed parties of Tonguese and Feejee ans.— 
At first fighting appeared inevitable. The 
Chief was very angry ; hut at length his 
eyes were opened to see hi* pitiful posit on, 
(separated as he wit* from his men,) he was 
glad to submit, and beg for hi* life, and his 
Heathen friends as glad to lie allowed to 
depart trt peace. After two day* the Chief 
himself left the land, chagrined and disap­
pointed. Since then three months have 
rolled over.- Baffled and unable to gain as­
sistance from Bsu, tie finds his only resort

now is, to submit to the evils lie has brought 
up hi himself. Whatever grievam esiie had 
to complain of, (ami they were less than lie 
had given just cause to expect.) he Ins cer­
tainly been dealt with throughout with great 
forbearance and kindness

In all these events the hand of the Lord 
has evidently overruled, and the pacific dis­
position of B hi towards this place, when all 
looked for trouble mid war, haa lendeif! 
greatly to confirm the King and his friends 
in the profession of faith in the true God — 
It is t)ie “ Lord’s doing," aud to hint be live 
glory.

The seeing G-hI’s hand in these events, 
greatly confirms our own faith amidst tin- 
trials and difficulties we have to contend 
with. AH these things make our path rough 
and our work difficult ; hut the considera­
tion that the “ Lord our G ml is with us to 
help us and to fight our hautes,’’ is very en­
couraging.

Since entering on the work of this Cir­
cuit, iu October last, 1 have made two voy­
ages to the neighbouring islands that occu­
pied about a month.

We have divided the islands into Circuits, 
with our most experienced native Teachers 
for their Superintendents, who are to visit 
all the places under their pastoral care eve­
ry quarter, iu order to meet the classes, 4ic. 
This arrangement will lend greatly to 
strengthen the hands of our Teachers and 
people in places seldom visited. 'The most 
that we can hope to do in this extensive 
Circuit is, to visit each distant place once a 
year ; and often then our stay must he ne­
cessarily short. We believe the plan adopt­
ed will prove a great blessing, and render 
our own occasional visits much nibre ser­
viceable.

Our Institution for training ymmg men i« 
in active operation. We have an excellent 
house, in which they are met by myself" ami 
colleague three times a week, lor instruc­
tion in reading, writing, and Christian theo­
logy. These young men, numbering be­
tween ten and twenty, are pious and, devot­
ed, ardent in llieir desire to be instructed 
and become useful,—the hope of our church­
es in Feejee.

General iHisrcllmtiL
Ths Gitîwiy of the Oceans.

The forcing of the barrier winch for three linn- 
tired year* hm defied and imperiled the commerce 

To accomplish* nt tl,e world aeem* now an event at hand. One 
half of the contract Inr the junction ol the Atlan­
tic and Pacific, obtained fnhn tint Slate of Nicar­
agua laM year by the promptitude of the Ameri­
cana, ie to be held at the option ol Enzlislt capi­
talist* ; and an understanding i* at It nglli announ­
ced, that il the contemplated eh ip canal tenu be 
constructed on conditions that aliail lei ye no un­
certainly aa to the profitableness of the enier- 
prise, it is 11 be carried forward with the influ­
ence ol our highest mercantile firms. The ne­
cessary survey* have been actmfly commenced 
and as a temporary route-is at the eame time be­
ing opened, an amount of information is likely 
amn to be collected which will familiarise us 
with each point regarding the capabilities of tin- 
entire region. It ià nn'leralond, moreover, that 
when the canal iturveya shall he completed, they 
are to lie auhniut-d to the rigid scrutiny of Gov- 
eriiment engineers both m England and the Uni­
ted tsiat-s; so | i it bef ire the public can be call­
ed spoil l iconst ier the eipedieney of embarking 
in the uod-ti.ik mg, every doubt in connection

lion to what is accomplished by those vessels. A 
lower charge for the transit, and a comparatively 
healthy climate, are also additional inducements; 
and under thyse circumstance*, anticipations art- 
entertained tlia/xthe great tfde of traffic will Il­
lumed in the new direction. This tide, t'•cord­
ing In the last arennol* from Panama, was kept 
up at II e rate of 70,000 persons a year ; and il 
was expected to increase.

The navigability of the San Juan, however, in 
its present strie, remains yet to be tested. The 
American company who bare obtained the ptivi- 
lege of the mate have sect down two vessels of 
liglrt draught, the Nicaragua and the Director, for 
}he purpose of forthwith placing the matter he 
ynnd doubt. At the last dale, the Director had 
safely crossed the liar at it* month, and was pre­
paring In ascend ; the Nicaragua had previously 
gone ep to the Colorado, a branch river, where, 
il is said, through the carelessness of her engi­
neer, she had run aground upon a sand bank, 
though without sustaining any damage. Th» 
next accounts will possess great interest. What­
ever may he the real capabilities of the river, ac­
cidents and delays must lie anticipated in the 
first trial of a new method of navigating it ; even 
in our own river, the Thames, the first steamer 
could scarcely have been expected make a trip 
from London Bridge to Richmond without some 
mishap. Should, therefore, the present exjveri- 
ment «how tyny clear indiertions of success, then- 
will be reasonsble ground for congratulation ; and 
it farms so important a chanter in the history ol 
enterprise,that all must regard It with goodwiehes

If the result* of this temporary transit should 
realize the expectations it seems to warrant,there 
can be little doubt the completion of the canal 
will soon he commenced with ardor. Supposing 
the surveys should show a cost not exceeding I lie 
sum estimated in i8.17 by Lieutenant Baily, (lie 
prospect nf the returns would, there t* reason to 
believe, lie much larger than the politic have at 
any time been accustomed In suppose. There is 
also the fact that the increase of these returns can 
know no liinx so long as the commerce of the 
world shall increase ; and indeed, already the idea 
of the gains to accrue appears 11 have struck «nine 
minds with such force as to lead them to question 
if the privileges which have liven granted are net 
of a kind so extraordinarily favourable that they 
tt ill sooner or litter tie repudiated by the State ol 
Nicaragua. No such dinger however ex sts; as 
the company are guaranteed in the safe posses­
sion of all their rights by the treaty of protection 
which has been rat tied between Great Britain 
and the United fl Iu.

One most importait: sign in favour of the quick 
completion of the ship canal is now furnished in 
the circumstance that there are no rival routes. 
At Panama, a cheap wooden railway is to be cm 
struct-d, which will prove serviceable for nmcli 
of the passenger.traffic to Peru and Chili ; but 
the project fur a can il at that point has been en­
tirely given up. The eame is the case at Tehu­
antepec, where the difficulties are far greater 
than at Panama.

It is true, the question naturally arises, whe­
ther if an exploration were made ol other parts of 
Central America nr New Grenada, some mute 
might not lie discovered which might admit »l 
the construction of a canal even at a less cost 
jthin will be necessary at Nicaragua, lint iu a 
miller xvInch concerns the commerce of the wh-Je- 
xvnriil for ages, there arc other points to be con­
sidered besides mere cheapness ; .and those who 
have studied the advantages nf Nicaragua main 
tain that enough is known of the whole country 
both no-lit and south of that State, to establsh 
the lacl that she possesses intrinsic capabilities 
essential to the perfectness of the entire work, 
which art- not to l.e found in any other qilhrler, 
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ger# sfe notorious. At Nicaragua, it is repre­
sented, the transit may possibly he effected in one 
day, and this by a continuous steam route with 
the exception of fifteen utiles b, pinole nr omni- 
bite. The passage would be up the 8:m Juan, a- 
cross Lake Nicaragua to the town of that name, 
and thence to the port of San Juan del Sur on 
the Pacific. On arriving ut(|.iis terminus, (which 
is considerably south ol the one con temp hiv'd lor 
the permanent canal, namely Realeja,) the pas­
senger would find hint self some six or seven hun­
dred tildes nearer to California than if lie had 
crossed the Isthmus of Panama ; and as the rate 
of speed of the American steamers on this service 
is upward ol three hundred utiles a day, his sav­
ing ,of three days in crossing, coupled with the 
saving ijp sea distance, would be equivalent to a 
total of fifteen hundred miles, measured in rela-

two magnificent natural docks, where ail the j 
vessels in the xvorld might refresh and refit ; | 
thirdly it abounds in natural products ol all kinds, I 
and is besides comparatively well-peopled; loiuth- 
ly, it possesses a temperature which is relatively 
mild, while it is in most parts undoubtedly lieal- 

-tliy ; and finally, it lias a harbour on the Pacific, 
tvliich, to use the words of Dun lop in his book 
on Central America, is as gouti as any port in tin- 
know n wotld, and decidedly superior even to 
Portsmouth, Rio Janeiro, Port Jackson, Talcujaf 
na, Callao, and Guayaquil. The proximity to 
California moreover settles the question as to 
American co-operation ; which, it may be believ­
ed, wou:d certainly not Be a Horded to any route 
farther south, and without which it would be idle 
to contemplate the undertaking.

Dualling Discouraged.
The law of the land is belier aide.to viadicat, 

really outraged nharact-r arid honour than Ri«> 
be imagin-d l.y many fooli«H‘l„< ui,M»dedpersons 
who give or accept “hostile messages " j, ^ 
armed with ample powitts of compensation sad 
punishment, as may easily be a«c-:timed 
those who can satisfy it that they filïr been tb, 
victim* of delilwratc and wanton insult and ihje. 
rv Little more than a year ago, one gentle*, 
thought proper to xvtite to some u,va| ,od „l|k 
taty friends of another.nmst offensive imputstoas 
upon hi* honour. When apprised of this, be ■*. 
stain!* wrote to demand that his tradueer thoald 
eiiher prove the truth of his assertions, or une­
quivocally retract and apolog ie for them. Ihsk 
alternatives were very1 contemptuous'y refused, 
on which the injured party brought an aclioaiot 
libel against In* traducer; who, unable to joitifv 
and unwilling to apologise, allowed th- easel* 
go before a jury. On their learning the troc na­
ture of the affair, and being reminded that than 
were ap|M-ali d to as a jury of twelve g-nt'eme» 
to vindicate the honour of an unoff-ndiag grtw 
tleman, they gave such heavy damages (£560) 
as soon brought Ins infuriate opponent to Iusscm 
SI'S, and elicited an unequivoeal retractation.and 
as ample an apology ns rou'd hax-e teen desired.
A few instances of this kind w ould sooh satisfy 
the most sceptical o! the potency of the law is 
cases too often deemed V. x end its resell, and of 
the effective reality of Us redress in eases of 
wounded honour. WIto could lightlv esteem 
being solemnly and publicly branded by its Jim 
as a liar and a slanderer—its blighting reiicnc* 
remaining permanently on record ? lie wh# 
would regsrd such a circtiuts'aaee with indiffer­
ence surely is not worth shooting, or running the 
risk of being shot by, or ol In-iug hanged or trans. 
potted lor shooting or cttempting tn shoot ! If* 
person of chatmgiiiKliedstatom or character rsceiss 
an insiiil or an injury of sue It a nature, as net ts 
admit of being treated xv it"» silent contempt, * 
becomes Ilia duly I» society to set an example ef 
magnanimous reliance on the protection of the 
laxve of his country, and pious reverence for the 
laws of God. — Hint kintal's St«z«zin*.

, A Brother's Mmnce.
For myself I a-u sure lint a different mother 

would have made me a different man. When t 
boy, | was too much like the sell-willed, excilt- 
hle Clarence ; hut the tenderness with which my 
mother always treated me,and tlie ununpassioned 
hut earnest manner in which she reproved sad 
corrected tnv faullso subdued my unruly temper. 
When 1 became restless or impatient,site always 
had a hook to read to me, or a story to tell, or 
had some dex1 ice to save me from myself. My 
father was neither harsh nor indulgent towards 
me; I cherish his memory with respect and I»"- 
But I have different feelings when I think of my 
mother. I often feel, even noxv, as il she «'•» 
near me—as if In r eheek were laid to nunc. *7 
father trou Id ;>/ ter. his kind it/am wy head, can 
mglv, hut my mother xvuuld lay kerckeek a, 
mint. I did not expect my fatiier to do more—I 
do nut know that I would have loved him b-ltsr 
had he done more ; lor him it was a natural ex­
pression of affi-cf n>n Ilot im act is too trader 
Ibr a mother. 11er kiss upon my cheek, kw 
warm embrace, are ail tell noxv, and the olocr I 
•«row, the more holy seem lie- tu fluences that *«' 
rounded me iu cnildliuod.—“ The Motktr, ^
S Arthur. (
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Intemperance is a barrier, not ol‘*7 ** 
the progress vf i'*e G-xspel, hut every o 
movement Inr tliV “s.TTï?n...tial good of *» 
masses, is retarded, or rendered void by
agenc).
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