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Elit (BatOollc Mttore THE INDIANS OF THE NORTH
WEST.

prove un formidable a candidate as 
ever. But if the latter fail to get 
the nomination and Seymour declines 
it, the choice will probably he be
tween Bayard, Hancock, and Hen
dricks. Either of the three would 
make a strong candidate, and we 
should not be surprised to see a com
bination of the names of Hancock 
and Hendricks carry the day.

Senator Bayard was certainly the 
strongest democratic candidate who 
could lie nominated as far as the 
South is concerned, hut almost any 
candidate on that side can obtain 
the Southern vote and strength in 
that section, which means weakness 
elsewhere.

We shall look with interest to the 
developments of the discussion. The 
democrats will have to exercise vigil
ance and forbearance it they expect 
to triumph over the well-organized 
forces of republicanism.

schools the teaching of the scholastic 
doctrines ot Aquinas, what a horror I 
what a monstrosity !

In vain does the August Pontiff 
demonstrate, by many irrefragable 
arguments, the sublimity of the wis 
dom of St. Thomas, the safety of his 
doctrines, the immense reputation he 
enjoyed with learned men in past 
centuries; with tho e who are will
fully blind, and determined not to 
listen to any reasons, all iiis efforts 
will be of no avail; they are fully 
resolved upon destroying the Cath
olic religion, and to use for that pur
pose education, and especially the 
teaching of philosophy. The Ency
clical “ Æterni Patrie ” will not 
cause them to deviate even a hair’s 
breadth trom the course they intend 
to pursue; wo might as well expect 
the torrent to rush bark towards its 
source, than to dare hope for better 
things from men like these.

11. The would-be simulated friends 
are those who, unwilling to abandon 
thcirehcrisbcd systems and opinions, 
would yet, at the same time, have it 
appear that they are not opposed to 
the wishes of the Holy Father, as ex- 
pressed in his recent Encyclical. 
Their obedience is a simulated and 
disloyal one, and is calculated to do 
much harm, because secret rebellion 
in the camp is worse by tar than an 
open and declared enemy. We will, 
therefore, in advance, endeavour to 
answer some of the sophisms by 
which this class of philosophers will 
be found trying to deceive them
selves and the world.

the powerful influence of philosophy 
upon the study of physics, ho says: 
“ For tho consideration of facts and 
the observation of nature arc not 
alone suftloiont for the fruitful 
rise and advancement of this study; 
but when the facts have been estab
lished, one must rise higher, labor 
diligently to investigate the nature 
ot corporal things, to discover tho 
laws which they obey, and the prin
ciples whence they derive their 
order, their unity in variety, and 
their mutual affinity in diversity. 
To which investigations it is won
derful what light and powerful aid is 
afforded by scholastic philosophy, if 
it be wisely handled. In these pas
sages there is a clear indication of 
some of the fundamental principles 
of the scholastic philosophy. If 
these be rejected, and other princi
ples that are diametrically opposed 
to them be taught, the scholastic 
system exists no longer.

3. The Holy Father, they will say, 
prescribes in substance an eclectic 
system of philosophy, since he tells 
us to embrace everything that may 
have been wisely said by Descartes, 
Mallebranche, Giuborti, Rosin ini, 
even Tyndall and others of that ilk. 
Our answer to this is, that it is 
simply ridiculous. One struck with 
blindness can sec that the Holy 
Father proscribes the teaching of the 
philosophy of St.Thomas and not any
body else’s. Yet, as already said, to 
receive from others truths not ex-

true Christian philosophy must bo 
reduced.

Our answer to this is, that Pope 
Leo proposes tho Christian philoso
phy not in general; but as it has 
been compiled and propounded by 
St. Thomas. Truth is like gold; we 
accept it, as the Holy Father says, 
with gratitude, from whomsoever 
offers it, belie Augustine or Aristotle. 
For the rest, tor genius, love of 
truth and soundness of doctrine, 
Aristotle very much surpasses 
the greatest part of the heterodox 
and anti-scholastic philosophers of 
the modern schools.

<>. It is true enough, some of them 
will finally say, that 
manded to follow the philosophy of 
St. Thomas, hut the Holy Father has 
not given us any determined inter
pretation of the same to which 
ought to hold fast, to the exclusion 
ot any other. We see, therefore, no 
difficulty in accepting the angelic 
doctoi, so long as we may interpret 
him as wo please.

To this wo answer that the Holy 
Father has given us a criterion by 
which we may be enabled to learn 
the true doctrine of St. Thomas, and 
shun that which is talsuly ascribed 
to him: “Take care,” says Pope Leo 
in his Encyclical, “that suppositions 
may not he received as truths, nor 
tilings erroneous as sound, take care 
that the wisdom ol St. Thomas shall 
he drawn from its very sources, or 
at least from those streams which, 
derived from the original source, still 
flow clear and pure, according to tho 
certain and unanimous opinion of 
learned men. But see to it that tho 
minds of yumh be kept back from 
those currents which some say 
flowed thence, but which in reality 
are strange and unwholesome 
waters.”
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.Recent information received from 
tho Northwest shows that the In
dians of that vast country have 
gloomy prospects for the winter. 
Wo pointed out some time since 
what wo considered the very best 
moans to assist tho aborigines in 
their present distress, and 
them for the future against starva
tion.
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THUS. COFFEY, 
Catholic Record.

London, Ont.
secure

LETTER FROM HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP 
WALSH.

London, Out., May 88, 1870.
Dear Mr. Coffey,—Am you have become 

proprietor and publisher of the Catholic 
record, I deem it my duty tv announce to 
lie eubecrlhere and natrons that, the change 
ot proprietorship will work no change in its 
tone and prindples; that ll will remain, what 
It has been, thoroughly Catholic, entirely In- 
depen n ut of political parties, and exdu- 
eivt ly devoted to the cause of the Church and 
to the promotion of Catholic Interests. I am 
•onfldent that under your experienced man
agement the Record will Improve In useful
ness and efficiency; and I therefore earnestly 
commend It to the patronage and en< 
ment of the clergy and laity of the di 

BcllevtMne,

The Government at Ottawa, 
doubt with tho very bent intention*, 
sent up lust summer a dozen or more 
of instructors to teach tho Indians 
tho science of agriculture. These 
instructors were appointed on tho 
recommendation of politicians, and 
cannot, in our opinion, teach that of 
which they themselves know little 
or nothing.

Wo should, however, bo glad to 
hear of their success. In the deter
mination arrived at hy the Govern
ment, in which wo may say we fully 
concur, to have the Indians instruct
ed in agricultural pursuits, it 
to have been overlooked that the 
efficient body of Catholic missionar
ies, who by having devoted their 
lives to the aboriginal populations, 
have secured their confidence, 
the persons through which that in
struction should conic. The various 
missionary stations should be assisted 
by liberal money grants to provide 
instruction for the Indians. Here, by 
tlie conjoint influence of religion and 
the vigorous administration of the 
civil law. the roil men would be 
saved trom those moral delinquen
cies which in their contact with the 
wliito man elsewhere, have done so 
much to decimate their lanks.

Ibis question is one ot' national 
importance. We owe it to the new 
settlors in the Northwest to see that 
the just claims of the Indians be met 
in a spirit of liberality. An Indian 
war in our Northwest would

no

we are com-

i Jy
go

oceee. wo
K very sincerely,

+ John Walsh,
Bishop of London.

Mr. Thomas Coffey, 
Office of the “Catholic Record.” THE LATE PAPAL ENCYCLICAL.

<£ati)olic Kmrb. ARTICLE. III.
seems In this third article on the recent 

Papal Encyclical, we will endeavor 
to define, as near us we can without 
being exactly prophète, the various 
positions scientists and philosophers 
will take, in relation to tho “Philoso
phical Rule” of Leo XIII. Now, 
these may be divided into three 
classes, viz: tho open and declared 
enemies, the would-be and simulated 
friends, and the sincerely obedient 
children of the Holy See.

1. The first are those who deny to 
the Pope the supreme authority of 
Vicar of Christ, and who have only 
words of contempt for the wise dis
cipline with which he governs the 
holy Catholic Church. Of this class 
are the greater part of the scientists 
of the age, and not a small portion of 
the professors of the government- 
paid colleges and universities of 
Europe ; those, namely, who never 
speak of God, and treat Him as 
though He did not exist, and of re
ligion only to scorn it and' make 
war upon it; who, though well versed 
in experimental sciences, are super
latively ignorant, not only of the 
true principles of reason, by which 
all science must be governed, but 
also ol the fundamental principles 
of the Catholic faith, who 
quontly affirm that there is noces 
sarily antagonism between reason 
and faith, and that the 
latter must be sacrificed to the 
former; who, in fine, without any 
reason, and altogether it priori, con
demn everything Catholic, qml en
tertain a supreme contempt for Pope 
and Catholic doctors, Catholic doc
trine and Catholic morals, etc. . . .

I
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THE NEW YEAR.
.

Another year lias passed, hearing 
with it many a care and sorrow, and 
another looms out before 11s with its 
duties to he fulfilled and its cares to 
be borne. No more fitting time 
than the beginning of a new year to 
take a retrospective view, that the 
light of the past may shine on our 
path, and bring out into bold relief 
the shortcomings of our life. Whilst 
we have hail many a care and 
anxiety in the past twelve months, 
the heart)' words of encouragement 
we have received from friends have 
borne us up amid the difficulties of 
a task on which we must confess we 
entered with some misgiving. The 
result of our efforts is consoling in
deed. We have received flattering 
approval from tho bishops and 
priests ot God's Church, our friends 
of the laity have been loud in their 
encomiums, and we would fain hope 
that to the bulk of our readers we 
have given satisfaction. Whilst 
have in our humble sphere upheld 
what appeared to us to be tbe inter
ests ol the church, wo have en
deavored to give our readers that 
news which wo considered most 
beneficial to them. As ours is a 
purely Catholic paper, wo have en
deavored to gather together the 
most interesting Catholic 
that our subscribers may know what 
their eo-religionists are doing out
side of tho diocese of London. Our 
articles have been written in a spirit 
of charity, and we have defended 
the church against the attacks of 
enemies kindly but firmly. Still, 
the Record has not yet attained 
tho standard we have proposed to 
ourselves, and wo trust to make it 
in the course of time a much better 
and much larger paper. In order to 
accomplish this, we will need not 
only the encouragement, hut also 
the material help of our friends. To 
many of our subscribers we have 
but words of thankfulness to offer 
for the prompt manner in which 
they pay their subscription. To 
some, however, the payment for a 
newspaper seems to be a tiling ot 
little moment, and by its neglect 
those in charge are obliged to forego 
many an improvement that would 
tend to furnish subscribers with a 
more readable and a more pleasing 
paper. We have too vivid a recol
lection of the fable of the mail and 
the ass to hope to please all, but we 
conscientiously strive to do our duty 
as a Catholic journalist, and we trust 
that in doing so wo will please by 
far the greater number. At this 
commencement, then, of a New 
Year, we ask our readers to do their 
best to help us in our undertaking. 
Without their aid wo will he 
less indeed; and we promise them in 
return to make the Catholic 
Record, of London, one I the best 
Catholic papers on the continent.

arc

pressly, though virtually contained 
in the writings of the angelic doctor, 
would not be tantamount to changing1. Unlike the open and declared ad

versaries of the Apostolic See, who the nature of his philosophic system, 
falsely assert that Leo XIII. has uo more than the addition of ever so 
raised to the dignity of dogmas of explanatory appendices to
faith all the philosophical sayings 
of St. Thomas, they, on the contrary, 
deny that the Holy Father dogmati
cally defined any of the propositions, 
which, taken in their ensemble, con-

Euclid would be equivalent to a 
change of tho ancient system of
geometry.

4. In the fourth place, Pope Leo, 
they say, plainly tells us that he does 
not intend to impose on the world 
those parts of the ancient philosophy 
which have been proved false. There
fore, from the sum of the propositions 
which constitute the philosophy of 
St. Thomas, we must retrench all 
those which have been rejected as 
false by modern scientist 
parison to whom tho old philoso
phers were but as children, groping 
their way through the scientific 
fields.

III. It is certainly a cause of pro
found grief and deep sorrow to tho 
Vicar of Christ to see the open and 
declared enemies of tho church rage 
and blaspheme because of the Phil
osophic Rule, and still more so to 
know that even some of those who

stitute the philosophical system of 
the scholastic school, and that there
fore the contrary propositions may 
be held and taught without render
ing oneself liable to censure.

Here is our answer to this first

mean
the massacre of, perhaps, hundreds 
of these new settlors and the destruc
tion ot numerous rising settlements. 
It should be averted by wise and 
ergetie action on the part of tho 
administration. It the law does not 
in its present shape give the govern
ment power as full as the case re
quires, there can be no difficulty in 
securing the passage of such amend
ments as

I
en-

profe s to love him and acknowledge 
him as the universal doctor of tho 
Catholic church are endeavoring to 
render inefficacious, as far as they 
can, this same Philosophical Rule. 
Still his heart is also rejoiced to 
the greater part of Catholic doctors 
making echo to the voice of the whole

sophism: True enough, Pope Leo has 
not, in his Encyclical, raised any of 
the Philosophical proposition of St. 
Thomas to the dignity of dogmas of 
faith; but what Leo XIII. did not do 
has been done by more than one 
council of the church.

we
in corn's

consc-
sec

may be needed during the 
approaching session of Parliament. To which we answer that we ad

mit that Leo XIII. ha* said, and 
wisely, that he did not intend that 
anything believed : ~ 
ancients, but proved to be false in- 
true science,ought to be accepted In
ns; but tbe conclusion drawn from

Besides,
many of the philosophical principles 
of St. Thomas are most intimately 
connected with dogmas of faith, and

Catholic Episcopate, rejoice that 
God in these times of general 
nipt "uni has been pi eased to i aspire 
the supreme pastor 
with wisdom and fortitude to dis- 

, . , , , , , oover and recommend the most pro-
tlus by our would-be Catholic pl.il- j ,iev mean, to cure these powerful 
osnphers wo cannot admit, viz., that j eriU in lheir very root. It is, there- 
therefore we must abandon all those fcro> not mol.oly hopPj thiU (ho

greater part of Catholic doctors

PRESIDENTIAL PROBABILITIES. cm -news, so true by the
Our republican neighbors are just 

now discussing the probabilities and 
even the possibilities of the next 
Presidential campaign. It is admit
ted on all sides that the

land irrefutably domany move 
monstrated in the light of human 
reason;andno one thei etbre dare with

if the church

impunity teach the contrary pronu- 
sition i ol any belonging to these three 
orders, the affirmations of our 
would-be and simulated friends to

present
occupant of the White House must 
leave it with the expiration of his 
term, lint nil are certainly not agreed 
as to the person who should 
him.

Now all these ate simply epicuri- 
ans, both in speculation and in prac
tice, and hence it is not very diffi
cult to foretell what sort of a

propositions which have been re
jected as false by modern scientists. 
What right have they, the contem
ners of the wisdom of our fathers, to 
impose on ns the authority of their 
lying testimony ? What have they to 
give us in exchange for solid truth ? 
Bare affirmations without any proofs, 
hypotheses without a shadow of

are
going to give a favorable reception 
to the Philosophic Rule; it is

a patent and accomplished fact. 
They all unanimously acknowledge 
that the Pope has the right to regu
late Catholic education, and 
especially the study of philosophy, 
which has so many points of contact 
with theology, and which, if not 
the friend and handmaid of faith, 
becomes necessarily its enemy: that 
although he may not dogmata tty 
define a given doctrine, it ought . 1 
be taught the moment lie desires it, 
to the exclusion of the contrary, that 
it is a miserable sophism to say that 
since the Pope lias not determined 
what particular propositions of St. 
Thomas are fundamental, it is there
fore loft free to any one to take and 
leave just whatever lie pleases; that, 
finally, in order to lie a follower of 
St. Thomas in the

the contrary notwithstanding.
2. In the second place, they will 

say, Leo XIII. has particularized 
nothing in his 
when he tells us

recep
tion they have in store tor Pope 
Leo’s Philosophical Rule. They 
will, as a matter of course, deny to 
tho Pope the right of having any
thing to say in philosophy at all ; 
they will call him an enemy of 
human reason, and declare his encyc
lical a monument of ancient, barbor-

sui coed
even

now
TI10 republicans are not unanimous 

in favor of Grant. Secretary Soli 
is as hostile as ever to tho latter, and 
Secretary Scliurz speaks fur a not 
inconsiderable number of republi
cans. But Grant, after all, controls 
the republican party machinery, and 
can, wo believe, if lie desires it—a 
thing almost certain-—secure tlie 
nomination.

Senators Blaine and Conkling are, 
apart from tirant, the strongest 
in the republican ranks, but there is I 
between these Goliath* of republican
ism a feeling ol intense personal bit. 
lorn ess. \\ itli the republicans of 
Now England and tlie South, Blaine 
would of a certainty be a strong 
didate, but Colliding certainly dis
tances him in favor with the republi
can party in the middle and western 
States.

Secretary Sherman is also spoken 
ol as a probable candidate. We do not 
see how lie could possibly secure the 
nomination, a* he could not carry his If the Pope had praised the doctrines 
own State. of Epicure, it he had proposed for uiti-

Amongst the democrats a feeling ol versai master ot philosophy a Descar- 
deep-seated uneasiness prevails. The \ les, a Spinosa. a Locke, a Kant, a 
recent “split” in New York Inis cer- Hegel, or anyone else professing 
tainly weakened tiie party, and the Atheism or the most abject matorial-

Kncyclical; 
to follow11 rz 1the philosophy of Aquinas, ho 

does not say which portions of his 
system are to be held as fundamen
tal, and which are only ot secondary demonstration, affirmations and h) 
importance; hence, full liberty to pothescs often contradictory, 
everyone to accept of St. Thomas 
just as much as he pleases, and to
oppose and reject tlie rest. Thus, we not seen them, these so-called 
as far a* scientists are concerned, the scientists, apostles of modern incre- 
situation has not been changed by dulity, in the height of their pride, 
the Papal Encyclical. Holding all declare in the name of science the 
the propositions that have been at \ abolition of religion and the annihil
ai!)' time defined a* ! -gmas of faith, | ation of God ? Have we not 
we have things pretty much as they 
were before, viz: in necessiiriis 
imitas and in thtbos libertas—in things 
necessary, unity; in tilings doubtful, 
liberty.

To this we answer that it is false

inure
f

1
t

some
times manifestly absurd and impious, 
even ridiculous and foolish. Have

ism and tyrannical despotism. Pro
fessing a boundless tolerance for all 
errors and for those who advocate 
them, and finding truth alone : .tol
erable, the men of this stamp will 
receive with applause id I the stupi
dities published hy every charlatan 
decorated with the tille of philoso
pher ; they will laud to the skies 
those governments that will banish 
religion from the schools.

1
I

t

men

1

seen
them, forgetting the true principles 
of Aristotle and Aquinas, plunge 
themselves into the pestilential 
sloughs of cpicurianism ? It is to 
us as clear as day, that the only 
son

i
can-

But let the Pope, making' use of 
his supreme authority, command 
that pure doctrines be taught the 
Catholic youth, trom the chairs of 
Catholic schools, and their rage 
against the Vicar of Jesus Christ 
will know neither bounds nor limits.

rest
Isense reeom-why the fundamental principles 

to say that the Pope, in endeavoring of St. Thomas are condemned as false 
to inculcate the philosophical princi- by the modern scientists, is, because 
pies of Aquinas, has not particular- ! they are opposed to all the beastly 
isod. Just read carefully the follow- ! systems 
ing words of the Encyclical: “There

!mended by the Encyclical “ .Eterni 
Patris,”
ol course, accept all those principles 
which constitute the

lmust,one as a matter b

scholasticnow-a-days in
amongst them. But this reason will 

is no part of philosophy which lie not satisfy Us; we want more than 
has not acutely and also solidly bare affirmations; wo must have 
handled. Of the laws of reasoning, demonstrations, and these they 
of God and incorpora! substances, of not produce, simply because it is 
man and other sensible things, of impossible, 
human actions and their principles, 
lie has discoursed in such

v. igue system ot philosophy.
Vo will terminate our remarks 

the Papal Encyclical by refut
ing just one
say tiic Pope, in undertaking the re
form ot philosophy, forgets alto
gether to mention tho" physical 
sciences, and therefore the student 
of physics may without any scruples 
continue in the old beaten track, 

us distill- We admit that the Encyclical does 
doc- not treat ex professa of the reforma- 

,, , , . , .. tor compiling the sublime wisdom tion of the study of physical sciences
me. C,d of procedure, he sounding, of the Fathers of the church trom the still the Holy Fatlmri* not 'with,uH 
of the puneipks, the stiength of the slavish follower of tho pagan Aris- alludin'* to them wl 1 1

,hough. .0 its natural libçrly, and | arguments, the perspicuity and pro- totlc, and let us drop in him all that of the Influence of hi I, ty
Unis opened for Catholics an era of pnety of expression, and the facility comes from nn-mti source* and hold , 1 , • . , .1 ' ■
unl,rait0(i 5 but he of explaining whatever is abstruse,” fast only to that which he received Andwho butkiT fib tT' " "bW®*
-...... ..... .....i>~ «-• <**««. 1 ................... . ««w .......... -r11-........... nuhoi-s, b,,,....... ...  S,"y

power-
on

sophism. Theymore
ca 11- ii

<
fiOur sincere thanks arc due, and are I manager'- are looking to Horatio Soy- ism,'tr any other beast lv system, what 

hereby offered to the Right Rev. limin' to heal their différences, lie praises he would have obtained from
5. Again, some of them will Fsay,

a manner, | the philosophy that the Holy Father 
that there is nothing wanting in j intends to propose is a Christian 
him, either as respects the abundant j philosophy, therefore let 
number of questions, the fit arrange- | gnfel, in Aquinas the Catholic 
ment of tho members, the best

o:I Bishop and Rev. Clergy, who have 
already done so much torus, both by 
encouragement to ourselves person
ally and by the kind words in which 
they have spoken of us to their 
people. We will i-trivo to be worthy 
of their patronage. To our sub
scribers wo are also timnktiil for

Inis it in his power to do so. 
accepts the lu mhinti-m himself he 
will certainly poll an undivided dem
ocrat vote, which in his ease would

if lie the vile herd of modern epicures! 
Why, Leo XIII. would have been 
saluted as the grandest genius of the 
century, who, having broken the 
chains of intelloelual thraldom, had 
dared at last to restore human

y
ti
h
It:
wmean a large New York m:i|ority.

We should not by any means be 
surprised to see Governor Seymour 
support tile claims of Tilden to re 

their support, and wish one and all j nomination, and we tail to 
the very happiest of New Years.
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