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FIVE MINU l E SERMON

DEVOTION 'l() THE DEAD

“He that is a friend loveth at all times
brother is proved in distress (Prov

wnd a
xvit 17

There are several misconceptions
widely prevalent concerning devo-
tion to the souls in Purgatory. It
is often regarded as a‘recent devo-
tion sprung up in these latter days,
as May being the month of Mary.
Again, it is regarded as the devo-
tion for nuns and women and chil-
dren, as if men had something
more important to remember and
trouble about. And, lastly, there
are those who speak flippantly
about Purgatory, and who declare
that they will nnl\ be too satisfied
if they ever get there! Let us find
answers to all this from the Saints
of the early ages and the days of
faith—Saints who compel attention
and respect from the name they
bear as doctors and illustrious
writers of the Church.

In all the most ancient forms of
Mase express mention is made of
prayer and sacrifice for the dead.
Tertullian declares that the custom
('um(' down from Apogtolic times
St. Cyril nf Jerusalem in his
“Instructions’’ says: ‘‘We pray
for all among us who are departed
this life, believing that this will be
the greatest relief to them, for
whnm it is made, whilst the holy
and tremendous Victim lies pres-
ent.” St. John Chrysostom also
says ‘To pray for the faithful
departed in the tremendous myster-
ies was decre ed ll} the Apuxl les.’
St. Ambrose preaching at the
funeral of the Emperor Theodosius
—whom once he had rebuked and
penance |i and who had .epented—
says: *‘Iloved him, and therefore
l l"nlln\\ him into the country of the
living. Neither will I forsake him
till by tears and prayers I shall
bring the man whither his merits
call him, unto the holy mountain of
the Lord.” Again the same Saint
preaching on Valentinian the
Younger: ‘‘Give the Holy Myster-
ies to the dvzui. Let us, with pious
earnestness, beg repose for his soul.
Lift up your hands with me, that at
least by this duty we may make
some returns for his benefits. No
day shall pass you over in silence,
no prayer of mine shall ever be
closed without remembering you.
You shall have a share in all my
sacrifices.”’

St Augustine writes: ‘‘Nor is
it to be denied that the souls of the
departed are relieved by the piety |
of their living friends, when the
Sacrifice of the Mediator is offered |
for them, or alms are given in the
Church.” But St. Augustine did |
more than write or preach about it: |
we know how lovingly he fulfilled
the duty. St. Monica, his mother, |
when dying had said to him : ““Lay |
this body anywhere; be not con- |
cerned about that. The only thing
1 ask is that you make remem-
brance of men at the altar of the
Lord wherever you are.” At her |
burial, the sacrifice of our ransom
was offered for her. ‘'l pray for
the qins of my mother’’ he writes ;

‘hear me by the remedy of our
\wun(h Who hung on the Cross |
and sitting on the right hand,
intercedes for us. Forgive |
her, forgive her, 1 beseech Thee,
Who hast promised mercy to the |
merciful ”’ (“ Confessions,” lib. 9,

. 18.)

Mnrv powerful, indeed, than their
words are the examples of the|
Saints; and coming down from |
these remote ages to the glorious
monastic time of Cluny and Cite-
aux, let us seek proofs there for
devotion to the souls in Purgatory.

St. Odilo, Abbot of Cluny, in the |
year 998, was moved by God’s grace |
to institute in his monastery the
commemoration of ‘‘ All Souls.” It
seemed so natural to him that
celebrating one day ‘‘ All Saints,”
that the next day prayer should be
mede for *‘ All Souls”’ waiting and
longing to join the Saints in heaven;
and whose hour of bliss could be so
accelerated by the prayers, Com-
munions, and Masses of the devout.
““ All Souls’ Day’ soon was known
and adopted from abbey to abbey,
from cathedrals to parish churches,
till shortly the voice of Rome spoke,
and it became the universal prac-
tice of the Church. From Odilo’s
love and pity for the \UiT\nng
souls, what a harvest, for nine
hundred years, of graces and bless-
ings has been gathered by the
Church for its poor children in
Purgatory !

St. Bernard likewise gives us an
example of devotion to the dead,
and how pleasing it was to God.
After his mother's death, he
resolved daily to recite seven
Psalms for the repose of her soul.
He was only young then, but he
persevered for a time. One night,
however, wearied and somewhat
remiss, he omitted the prayers for
his mother. Next day the Abbot
St. Stephen called him and asked :
“Whom did you commission yester-
day to say the prayers for your
mother?”’ God had revealed
neglect of his pious practice to his
superior! for absolutely no one
knew either of his practice or its
neglect. How pleasing to God,
then, are prayers for the departed,
that a miracle should be worked to

warn Bernard lest he should grow |

careless! This rebuke was never
forgotten, and throughout his life
St. Bernard was a devoted and |
zealous friend of the souls of the
faithful departed.

A little boy gives us
lesson on this same subject.

another
Peter |

Damian was left an orphan at nm

early age, and one of his brothers |
gave him a home, if a home it could |
be ecalled, for his biographer tells |
us thm Peter was treated not like a |

| St.
souls suffer

| that the number of

the |

slave, bnt as a beast !
he was able, he was sent to tend the
swine, His life was one of abject
poverty and negleet. One day he
found a piece of money—a silver
coin, Picture what that was to
such boy ! A fortune it would
seem : perhaps he had never had a
penny of his own before. What
pleasure would that coin represent
to a half-starved, bare-footed boy.
And what did he do with it? Peter
took the money to the parish priest,
and asked him to say Mass for his
father's soul! That mple fact
proves two things: First, that in
those days the poor were instructed
about Purgatory, for Peter must
have heard of it on Sundays in the
church; and, secondly, that the
poor then, as now, love to have

Tasse
ones. We cannot say that his fame
and sanctity had this act of charity
and self-denial for its foundation ;
but it is consoling to remember that
the first thing we learn of the great
Benedictine monk, St. Peter
Damian, Cardinal and Archbishop,
was that, even as a boy in dire
poverty, he gave his all for a Mass
for the dead.

Let us reverence, then, this
devotion for prayers for the dead,
as one of the earliest and even
apostolic practices of the Church :
to reverence it as favored by the
lives of the greatest Saints; and as
a practice that will obtain mercy
for us, because we ourselves have
been merwsiful to others.

A last word to those who speak
lightly Purgatory. This no
new thing; and we find such men
rebuked many hundred vears ago.
St. Ciesarius of Arles, who died in
542, speaks of such. ‘““A person
may say | am not mueh concerned
how long 1 remain in Purgatory,
provided I may come to eternal life.
Let no one reason thus. The fire of
Purgatory will be more dreadful
than whatever torments can be
seen, imagined, or endured in this
world. And how does Snyone know
whether he will stay days, months,
or years 7 He who is afraid now to
put his finger into the fire, does he
not fear lest he be then all buried
in torments for a long time?”’ And
Venerable Jede asserts: “‘The
fire of Purgatory will be more
intolerable than all the torments
that can be felt in this life.”” And
Augustine writes: *‘ Those
by wonderful but real
ways more than our imagination
can represent.”’

Alas! those who think
Purgatory now will
punishments when it
As they despised it in life, and as
they neglected to show merey to
others, when they were on earth, it
will come home to them when they
are helpless there ‘‘that a hard
heart shall fare evil at the last”’
Ecelus. iii. 27.)
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RELIGIOUS REVIVAL
IN FRANCE

ll’x'mu a Universe Correspondent in France]
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an article in the Revue des
l)z u\ Mondes the Vicomte Georges
d’Avenel gives the results of a very
interesting investigation which he
has undertaken among the French

| dioceses to ascertain the true pro-
| portion of practising Catholics

in
He comes to the conclusion
real Catholics
has greatly increased, and that this
increase had already begun before
.the War. That the younger gener-
ation of Frenchmen, who are largely
inspired by the reaction against the
mismanagement of public adminis-
tratioh under the Republie, as
| directed by numerous anti-clerical
Governments, is largely Catholic in
its outlook is well known ; but the
figures which M. d’Avenel has col-
lected apply to the general mass
of the population. He draws atten-
tion to the undoubted revival of
| Catholic organisation and propa-
ganda in which people of all classes
are now proud to take a conspicuous
part, whereas a decade ago there
| was a widespread sense of self-
consciousness and disinelination to
appear to be associated with any
| sort of religious activity.
|  Most remarkable is the fact that
| this religious revival has been par-
| ticularly noticeable in the towns,
and that the various organisations,
| such as the Catholic Young Men’s
| Associations and the Catholic trade
| unions, are now prospering in dis-
| tricts which were formerly notori-
ous for their anti-clericalism. In
| the Cathedral of Sens, for instance,
there are now 75,600 communicants
| every year, as compared with 85,000
| ten years ago, and in the town of
| Auxerre the number has increased

| France.

by 40,000 within the same period. |
3 I

Do these figures
| minority who
‘pr'\('tlcu of
| more

the
the

mean that
have retained
religion have
devout, or that the
| revival is really spreading among
the mass of the people? The
figures for Paris, where six million
| Hosts are consecrated every year,
| cannot indeed be interpreted as
| showing anything more than that
there is a devout minority

since
”h‘

| Holy Communion frequently,

Hho great majority neglect
Sacraments altogether, At St.
Sulpice, for instance, which is a
devout quarter of the city, there
| are 10,000 people who go te their
Easter duties out of a total of
| 89,000 in the parish, but at Sainte
Marguerite there are only 8,500 out
of a total of 96,000.

But there is no doubt whatever
| that in all the towns of France
thereis a rapidly extending relig-
| ious revival, M. d’Avenel declares

| that his own researches show that |

As soon as

g said for their dear departed |

become |

of one|
tenth of the population who go to|

‘in Burgundy, as well as in Norm-
nnd) ; in the Orleanais, as well as
in Champagne ; in Limousin, or in
Roussillon, or in Lorraine, the
ecclesiastical authorities all report
in the same terms that from
gince some time Dbefore the
War the number of men who prac-
tice their religion has
increased.” The old
take part in any Catholic organisa-
tion has ge numll\ l“\llliln ared ; it
is no longer thought ‘‘bad form" to
be connected with Catholie a~tivi-
ties ; and the young generation
especially is eagerly taking part in
every sort of Catholic organisation,

New associations and organisations |

are constantly being founded and
extend from town to town, and they
never lack for funds. Paris alone
subscribes a million and a-half
francs every year to the parochial
collections and the special collee-
tions amount to scarcely less.
But more important than this
generous subseription of money is
the universal expression of the new
and determined will of the people
themselves in their varioys organis-
ations—whether it be the Catholice
railwaymen or the employees of the
large stores, or the shop girls or the
Catholic Young Men’s Associations
—to make public profession of their
Faith and their convictions.

There is no doubt, says M.
d’Avenel, that the number of prac-
tising Catholics in France is enorm-
ously larger today than it was, not
only in the vear 1890, when Taine
published his estimate of their
strength, but at any time during
the second half of the nineteenth
century. In 1847 a well-known
priest, the Abbe Petetot estimated
that not more than two millions out
of a total population of
French people went to confession.
That may have been a pessimistic
estimate, but in the days of the
Second Empire the Abbe Bougaud
—who himself became a Bishop
afterwards—wrote that he knew a
certain Bishop who made inquiries
on being appointed to a diocese as
to how many of his people made
their Easter Duties, and found that
there were barely 87,000 out of
100,000. And Mgr. Duapanloup,
in a pastoral letter written in 1851,
that there were sv:n'vvl_\ 45,000 out
of 350,000 souls in his diocese who
made theirs, That was in the
diocese of Orleans, where today the
number of Easter communicants
more than 110,000, And according
to the statement of the present
Bishop, the number of frequent
communicants is nowadays fifteen
times as large as it was not long
ago.

A certain diocese in
recently, on making
into the state

32,000,000

is

Normandy
an inquiry
of religion in its

120 parishes, discovered that out of |

278,000 people it could ecount
121,000 as Easter communicants;
but that figure is undoubtedly
above the average for the whole of
France. M. d’Avenel, in arranging
the statistics collected in the
course of his inquiry, divides the
French dioceses from which he has
received detailed information
three groups, of which the
comprises 27, the next 28, and
third 18. In the first category
places those dioceses which he
describes as devout, in which the
majority of the women go to Mass
and make their Easter Duties, and
in which roughly half the men go
to Mass and a quarter of them make
their Easter Duties. The second
group comprises the
which he describes as lukewarm,
in which the majority of women go
regularly to Mass, but only half of
them make their Easter Duties;
while only a third of the men go to
Mass and between twelve and
twenty-five per cent. go to their
Easter Duties. The third group he
describes indifferent, since in
them only a minority of the women
go to Mass and than twelve
per cent. of the male population
make their Easter Duties. He adds
that while these latter dioceses
must justly be called indifferent,
they cannot be deseribed as
definitely anti-religious, because

first
the
he

as

less

into |

dioceses |

they nearly all retain the practice |

of having their children baptised, |

and being themselves married and
buried in the churches.

These 67 departments, says
Vicomte d’Avenel, include a total of
28 million souls, and the figures

the |

relating to them may therefore be |

reasonably considered as typical of
the - general state of religion
throughout France, apart from
’aris and the department of the
Seine, which between them include
some 44 millions of people ; since
the 6
accounted for by the returns
which the estimate is based include
dioceses of each category, as, for
instance, the strongly Catholic dis-
tricts of Nantes and Bayonne,
the indifferent dioceses of Chartres
or Limoges. He concludes as fol-
lows : ‘“We may therefore calculate

millions who are thus not |
on |

or |

that for the whole of France, apart |

from Paris and the three restored
departments of Alsace-Lorraine,out
of the 384 million people of both
sexes who live under the French
Republic, some 10 millions are prac-
tising Catholics ; between 16 and 17
millions keep more or less in con-
formity with the teaching of the
Church, but only
part of the duties she imposes, by
attending Mass
only 7 or 8 millions, among whom
are a group who are definitely hos-
tile, live without practising the
Church’s teaching in any form, and,
'xlthnugh they have been l)’l])tl\(‘(]
are Christians only in name.”

Aim at a perfection, but remem-
ber that even the sun has spots.

by fulfilling one |

on Sundays ; and |

steadily |
reluctance tn’
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HAS NEVER FELT
THE RHEUMATISM

Since Taking “Fruit-a-tives”
The Famous Fruit Medicine

.0, Box 128,
“T suffered with

N.S.

PARrrsBORO,
Rheumatism
five years, having it so badly at times
I was unable to get

I tried medicines I saw advertised,
and was treated by doctors but the
Rheumatism always eame back.

In 1916, I saw in an advertisement
that “Fruit-a-tives”

up,

would stop Rheuma-
box, and got relief;
then took “‘Fruit-a-tives’ right along
for about months and I have
never felt my Rheumatism since”.
JOHN E. GUILDERSON,
b0e a box, 6 for §2.50, trial size 25e,
At postpaid by
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa,
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A Piano Specially
Built for Canada

Canadians know what distressing effects extremes

of climate have on

certain finishes of furniture

especially the ordinary piano finish.

The Sherlock - Manning Piano is finished so that

climate extremes

cannot mar its beauty.

The fumed

oak and art finishes for walnut and mahogany make
Sherlock - Manning Pianos impregnable to extremes

of climate

That's another reason

why you

should select

“Canada’s Biggest Piano Value".
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Write direct to our factory
for full particulars,
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LONDON, CANADA

IME was when the family physician
was the most prominent character
in the community

T

A man of intelligence and ability,
commanded confidence and
sacrificed his time,
ure for those
skill.

These were the conditions when,
after graduating from the University of
Michigan, at Ann Arbor, Dr. A. W.
Chase settled down to practise his pro-
fession in that well-known college town.

he
d
}"h‘;l,\-
who needed his care and

respect, an

strength and

Every Man His Own
Physician

But the doctor
people should know
own common ills,
to supply
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By means of his Receipt Book, the cir-
culation of which has since run into millions
and his well-known
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Man

Chase has spre
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Physician.”

This plan enabled the
serious
known far
specialist in the treatment of diseases of the
kidneys, the liver, the heart
organs of the human sy
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cases,
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his attention to more and
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EDMANSON,
Dr.

You will please send me free (—

BATES & CO,,
Chase Bldg.

LrD.,
., Toronto :
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Has Taught t People

How to Keep Well

The Dr. Chase Plan of
Health
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