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THE MEREDITH JUDGMENT

In view of the fact that $he news-
paper summaries of Mr, Justice
Meredith’'s judgment in the Ottawa
Separate school case were in some
oases inadequate i not positively
misteading, and that some uneasiness
was felt because of the misappre-
hension thus caused, we deem it use-.
ful to reproduce textually the entire
judgment as handed down. A care-
ful reading of the text will show that
any apprehension felt, or any adverse
criticism passed, was dae entirely to
such mieapprehension.

The document reached us too late
to give it place conveniently else-
where than in the editorial columns,
and as it takes up eo much space we
shall rémserve our somment on it
until next week.

The single question involved in
Shees actions is : Whether the legis-
lation in question, which provides
for the suspension of the powers of
the Oltawa Roman Catholic School
Board, and for conferring such
powers upon a commission, is within
the legislative power of this Pro-
vince; and that quesiion has been,
in argument, further confined to the
single point: Whether such legisla-
tion “prejudically affects any right
or privilege with respect to denomin-
ational schools” which “Roman Cath-
olice” had in Upper Canada, at the
fime of the pasaing of The Britiah
North America Act, 1867,

The plaintiffs, the School Board
and some Separate School snpport
ers, bring these actions to recover
control of these Separate Schools, of
Ottawa, of which, under the provi-
sions of the enactment in question,
the trustees have been deprived; and
they bage their claims upon the one
ground : That that enactment does
prejudically affect the right of the
supporters of such schools ; but they
have given no evidence of any such
prejudicial effect ; and have suc.
osssfully opposed tho admission of
any evidence, on the part of the de-
fendants, in support of their conten-
tion, that not only is there no such
prejudicial effect, but that the eifect
is benefic!al, and was necessary.

Besides adducing no evidence ol
any such prejudicial effect, the
plaintiffe admitted, for the purpose
of these actions, the truth of the
stalements contained in the pre-
amble to the enactment which they
attack : some of which statements
are: that the board had failed to open
the schools, under its charge, at the
time appointed by law, and had
threatened, at different times, to
close euch schools, and to dismiss the
qualified teachers engaged to teach
therein,

In these circumstances the actions
fail, at the threshold, dor want of
evidence of any such prejudice, with-
out which the power of the legisla-
fure, to enact such legislation, is
unrestrained.

Bat il ia urged that the legislation
in question deprived Roman Catholic
Separate School pupporters, of
Ottawa, of (1) their elective public
school franchise and (2) of their own
school moneys, and 80 must neces-
sarily, and unanswerably, prejudi-
cally affect them,

The fallacies of this contsntion
seem to me to be obvious : therestric-
tion upon the power to legislate is
nol in favour of these plaintiffe, nor
of those who elected them ; but is in
favour of the whole class, a olass
whioch comprises all the adherents of
the Church of Rome throughout this
province, of whom those in Ottawa,
concerned in these actions, form but
& very small part: and it may very
well be that that which might pre-
judicially affect the one might not
80 affeot the other: and, in easily
imagined oircumstances, it even
might be for the good of an individ
ual himselt, or of a community iteelf,
%0 be deprived of an elective right,—
flor one instance, if such right were
used for illegal and punighable pur-
poses ; and the ratepapers have not
been deprived of their money, the
traustees of it have been changed
only ; the money must be devoted to
the same purposas whosoever may be
the trustees.

So that, in the absence of evidence,
of any kind, of prejudical effeot, of
the whole class, or even any objec-
tien to the legislation in question
exoep? by these few plaintiffs out of
the hundreds of thousands of per-
sone who comprise that class, the
astiens, as I have said, fail, and must
be dismissed ; and the successtul

parties should have their costs from
the unsuccesstul,

But the learned and elaborated
manner in which these cases were
argued oalle for more than a mere
nonsuit, a2 it were, and, therefore, 1
proceed to deal with the matters dis-
ocussed, more fully.

The position for which the
plaintiffs contend, is, ns it seems to
me, the result of & misconception of
the purposes, as well as of the effect,
of the legislation under which the
trastees held office. The creation of
the office of Minister of Education
and the enactment of all the elabor.
ate legislative provisions of this
Province respeoting education, cover-
ing over 250 pages of its statute
books, were not for the mere benefit
of parent or child : the paramount
purposes, the dominant intention,
was the public interes’s of the prov-
ince, the making of true and effio-
fent subjects of all its children—
loyal and efficient .subjecte and
citizens, the best assete of every
state.

For such purpose Public schools,
and compuleory education are essen-
tial: and so Public schools were
established long ago, and have been,
and are, maintained ; and compul.
sory laws are in force.

In consequence of the religious
desires, or duties, of some classes of
the community, separation in school-
ing is permitted: the especial separ-
ate school provisions were made for
that great class of residents of the
province, desoribed in the legis!ation
upon the sudject as Roman Catholics.

But such separation in no wise
affects the public purposes of the
schools or makes the one, any more
than the other, the less a Publle
school in the sense and for the pur-
pose I have mentioned.

The trustees of all are, alike, public
officers, having the like duties and
powers, and subject to the like pains
and penalties for misconduct in
office, and the schools are all subjeot
to control of provincial educational
authorities ; and are all alike entitled
to share equally in the provincial
grants of money made for Pablic
echool purposes.

This, as it seems to me, would be
plain, plain in regard to the two sub-
jects—inspection and lsnguage—
which are said to be bones of con-
tention from which this legislation
haes sprung, as well as, speaking
generally, in all things, plain it
there had been no expressed words
upon the eubject; but there nre
such words, and were af the time of
the passing of the British North
America Act, 1867 ; the wordse now in
iorce upon the subject, contained in
the Separate Schools Act, are: ‘The
schools, and their registers, shall be
subject to such inspection as may be
directed by the Minister of Education,
and shall be suhjact also to the regu.
lations.” And the word regulations
means “‘regulations made under The
Department of Edacation Act,” the
wide character of which is set out in
that enactmant ; so that that which
would have been plain without them
is put beyond ccntroversy by these
plain words.

It, as it was contended, the right
of parent or child should be para.
mount, why make any laws interfer-
ing with the liberty of either to be
educated or uneducated as he or she
saw fit ; and why compel men and
women without children to pay
equally with those who have, that is
to pay for the education of their
neighbour's children ? And if the
Separate school system were to bhe
anything more than one of the
branches of the whole Pablic school
system, why should the former be
lett without any council or general
representative body—a vast number
of schools without cohesion, head or
representative body ?

The Pablic school system of On.
tario is nci one of separate indepen-
dent schools in all the school sec-
tions of the Province, each one of
which may be “‘a law unto itself” or
as ocarelees as it pleases ; but is one
comprehensive and symmetrical sys-
tem embracing everyone, from the
Minister ot Education to the young-
est infant in the kindergarten,
whether in the common or the Separ-
ate schools, and all alike are subject
to the Jaws of the Province and all
valid regulations made under them.

The narrow view that the Imperial
enactment made all the provisions of
the Separate Schools Act, in force at
the time of the passing of the Im-
perial Act, unalterable, is without
any kind of substantial support, as
the great many changes since made,
and made apparently without any
kind of objection, show ; important
changes turning an act of 28 sections,
covering less than a half dozen pages
of the statute - book, into one of
92 sections, covering 32 pages.

The right and privilege which the
Separate Schools Act conferred when
the Imperial enactment became law,
and which the Separate School Acts
have ever since conferred, and still
confer, was and is a right to separa-
tion, Separate Public schools of the
like character, and maintained in the
like manner, a8 the general Publio
schools. The machinery may be
altered, the educational methods
may ba changed, from time to time,
to keep pace with advanced edaca-
tional systeme. It was never meant
that the Separate schools, or any
other school, should be left forever
in the educational wilderness of the
enactments in force in 1867, Educa
tional methode and machinery may
and muet changae, but separation, and
equal rightsregarding Public sehools,
must remain as long as provincial
public schools last, unless the fedoral
or imperial parliament, whichever
may have the power, decrees other-
wise,

The modern fashion of applying
the short name " Pablic schesls " to

the general Pablic schools, which
were in earller daye oslled the
" common " or "' union " schools, and
more appropriately so called ; and of
applying the short name " Separate
schools ” to the particular Pablio
school separated from the general
ones under the Separate Schools Act,
ie no excuse for misunderstanding
their true oharacter of, all alike,
Pablic schools, maintained in the
public interest and for the public
welfare.

The rocks upon whioch it was said
that the Ottawa Separateschools came
near to foundering are said to he:
the appointment ot an inepector who
was no! a Roman Catholic, and an
over-ruling of the Board's desires ns
fo the language to be used in teach.
ing. Whether these things were
necesgary or unnecesssry, gracions
or ungracious, is a matter that does
not in any way affeot the legal ques-
tion involved in these actions: it
they were Ilawful, the plaintiffs’
appeal should not be to those who
expound the law, but to those who
make i, or to those who elect the
makers, in regard to any grievance
they may feel that they have.
That these things were not unlawful,
the main purpose of Pablic schools,
and the very words of the Separate
Schools Act, which I have read,
seem $0 me to make very plain ; and
beside that the judgment of the
highest court of this province has
decreed that they were lawful.

The removal of trustees who fail
or refuse to perform the duties of
their office, and especially so when
they do so contumaciously, is but a
familiar, appropriate, and sometimes
necessary legal method; and for a
high court of Parliament, provincial
or tederal, to remove trustees filling
a public office, even though elected to
that office, and the more so if elected
with a view to continuing to refuse
or fail to perform such duties in the
face of a judgment of a court of com-
petent juriediotion making those
duties plain, could not be an in-
fringement upon any legal right, but
must bs an endeavour to maintain
and enforoe it; and the mere fact that
an appeal may be taken, or is con-
templated, against such judgment, is
no kiad of excuse for disregarding it,
unless ite effect is suspended, during
the appeal, by law, or by & compsteny
court; the only legal and proper
course, especially for a public offizer,
is to yleld obedience to that judgment
until i§ is reversed, if ever it should
be; and that the plaintiffs should
have done, and in doing would have
remained in office.

1 am quite in accord with Mr. Bel.
court, in his contention that to case,
1hst was cited, governs this case; and
in regard to the observations attrib-
utied to Lord Justice Mcllish, when
sitting in our ultimate appellate tri-
bunal, read by Mr. Young from
Wheeler's Confederation Law of Can-
ada, at page 266 to the effect that he
could find nothing in the first sub-
section of section 93 of the Imparial
enactment permitting the abolition
of Separate schools in this province,
it ought hardly to be necessary to
point out that the word ‘'flret” is but
a misprint for the word “second” :
there could hardly be an expression
of such an opinion as long as Public
schools exist because it would be in
the teeth of the first subsection; but
it seems to me to be quite plain too
that the legislature ot this Province
has power to abolish all Pablic
schools, and so abolish Separate
schools, for then there would be
nothing to be separated from and so
no right ov privilege of separation ;
but that is out of the question ; it is
not the abolition of Public schools,
but it is their increase, at enormous
cost, that is likely to trouble tuture
generations, as it does some who are
of the present generation,

THE PRESBYTRERIANS AND
CHURCH UNION

The Presbyterian vote on the Union
of Presbyterian, Methodist and Con-
gregational churches ifs not at the
present entirely concluded. But it is
evident that a very large proportion,
if not an actual majority of our Pres-
byterian friends wish to preserve
their Presbyterian individuality.

Over and over again we havefex-
pressed our sympathy with those of
our separated brethren who yearn for
Christian unity and to this end
desire to lessen the evils of division
by uniting churches which, apparent-
ly, have no distinctive doctrines or
practices which forbid coalition. It
should go without saying, but perhaps
it is worth repeating, that Catholics
cannot view without sincere regret
any weakening of the hold that Pro-
testantiem has on Christian truth,
The narrow, intolerant Puritan of
former times, with an unquestioning
faith in the Divinity of Christ and
the Inepiration of the Bible, is much
more Christian in Catholic estima-
tion than the modern latitudinarien
who condescendingly accepts the
ethical spirit of Christ's teaching
while denying His Divine Nature and
Miesion.

Thus while we sympathize with
the Protestant desire for union in so
far s it is based on the recognition
of the evils of division, we feel no en-
thuesiasm about it in so far ms it
arises from indifference to all posi.
tive Christian teaching. While we
reprobate the excessss of the Re-
formexs who rent the seamless robe

of Christlan Unily we can sympa.

thize with their zeal in protesting
agninet abuses that oried out for
reformation, and rejoice that they
| preserved muoh positive Christian
truth  despite their revolt and
heresy.

For the zeal, the earnestness and
fidelity 8o conviction of Presbyterians,
despite their intolerance, we have a
genuine admiration.

There is 80 much in historic asso-
cintions, in all that goes to make up
what is oalled esprit de corps, that we
are inclined to think that the vote
against Church Union amonget our
Presbyterian friends represents not
80 much a lack ol appreciation of
the value of Union ae the well.
grounded fear that the tull, vital
force of Presbyterian religious zeal,
instead of being merged into the
resultant United Church, would be
largely and irrevocably dissipated.

Of couree the Catholio notes, with
& certain amount of wonderment,
that Protestants of all ehades of be-
liet and unbelief from the strictly
and traditionslly orthodox down to
the Iatitudinarian who has been fed
on second-hand German rationalism
instead of traditional doctrines or
the Gospel of Christ, all believe in
the necessity of @ Church, It they
believe that Christ is the Eternal
Son of God, does it never strike
them, the Catholioc asks himself, that
He to whom the Past and the
Future were ever - present must
have known all these thingsthat they
are now finding out ? Catholics know
that Christ, the infinitely wise Son of
the Eternal Father, true God and
trne man, knew and provided for a
Church which should be to the end of
time His witness and His medium of
communication with man, Since a
Church is necessary Christ provided
a Church. Let us never forget, how-
ever, the traditional and hereditary
prejudices of our separated brethren
in Christ.

The spirit ot God breatheth where
it listeth and it is not our part to
judge. As Catholics we firmly be-
lieve that all things work together
for good, anc. that eventually, ascord-
ing to God's own plan, there will be
for all Christians unity in one fold
and under one Shepherd,

THE BOGUS K. OF C. OATH

Elsawhere in this issme of the
RECORD will be found an acsount of
the Rentrew investigation of the ridi.
culous chargesralative to the K. of C.
oath. But charges against Catholics,
no matter how ridionlous, find an
allonishiny number o! serious be-
lievers amonge! our separated brath-
ren with thelr iaherited prejudices.
Father Frenoh, therefore, has ren-
dered a conepicuous service to the
cause ol truth and justice.

By a singular coincidence we had
just received from the Weat a letter
inquiring about the Calitornia com-
mittee of Masons and their report
afler investigation of such charges.

About a year ago, in answer to a
Catholic periodical which never
loses an opportunity to nag the
Knights of Columbus for every
appearance o! evil that may be laid
at their door, we detended the action
of the California Knights.

Our correspondent, an intelligent
and well informed Catholic, desired
the intormation in order that he
might refer a Masonic friend, who
inquired seriously about the K. of C.
bogus oath, to the report of the Cali
fornia Masonioc Committee of investi-
gation. Incredible as it may seem
to many, there are always some Pro.
testants whe are ready to believe
anything that may be charged against
Catholics.

GRBAT MEN AND THEIR
LIMITATIONS

Henry Ford is typical of a great
many men who have achieved suc-
cess and fortune in this happy hemi-
sphere where great opportunities
rush to meet the earnest seeker half
way. So much a matter of course is
it with us to accept great wealth as
the measure of greatness, the un-
questioned proof of universal genius
and wiedom, that it is difioult for
a multimillionaire to make himgselt
ridiculous. This dificult feat, how-
ever, Henry Ford has accomplished
perfectly. He is not the first to
write himeel! down an ass; but
Ford's asininity s collogeal, stupend-
ous, incredible. The common or
garden variety is entirely eclipsed,
and even William Jennings Bryan
begins to feel that he can shine only
in Ford's reflected splendor.

It serves to illustrate the folly, by
reductio ad absurdam, of the tend-
enoy on the part of the unthinking
orowd to conclude that a great
authority on any one partioular sub-
jeot must have something authorit-

ative and final to say on any and
every wubject about which he may
give an opirion,

That a sucocesstul automobile man-
utaotarer should fee! competent to
revise the statesmanship and ourb
the national ambitions of the world
is not much mora grofesque than
thet a famous electrician and in-
ventor should brush aside as un-
important the world's best thought
in philosophy and religion.

Ye! it is only a short while since
every newspaper was reverently quot-
ing Thomas Edison's flnal and
authoritative viewa on religion, a
matter on which he was neither
more nor less competent to pro-
nounoe than Henry Ford is compet-
ent to adjust international relations
and bring peace to & warring world,

A RARE TREAT FOR RECORD
READRRS

An outstanding figuve in the Brit.
ish House of Commons, a trusted
leader of the powertul group of incor-
ruptible Irish members who won the
greatest parliamentary victory of all
time, T. P. O'Connor has long been
one of the great powers in journal-
istio enterprise of London and has,
perhaps, at the present time a wider
circle of readers than any other
journalist writing the English lan-
guage.

Born in 1848 he was graduated
M. A. from Queen's College, Galway,
in 1867, when he immediately en.
tered on that journalistic career in
which he has achleved such distineg-
tion. In 1876 camse his firet great
success — his ‘' Lite of Disraeli”
“which, bitter indictment as ¢ is,
holds an indispensable placa in the
literature of Lord Baconsfleld.” Since
that time he has founded and edited
The Star, The Sun, The Weekly Sun,
M. A, P, T. P's Weekly, and P, T, O.
The Encyclopedia Britannica, in the
arbicle on newspapsars, thus rafers to
TheStar: “From the first it was con-
spisuof®s for its advancad attituds in
politics and also for excellent liter-
ary criticiam.”

Me. O'Connor first enterad Parlia
ment as mamber for Galway in 1880,
In 1885 he was elected for the Scot-
land division] of Liverpool, which
constituency he has ever since con-
tinuously represented. For the past
thirty-three years *e has been prasi-
dent o! the United Irish League in
Great Britain, an office for which
he was ficet proposed by Parnell
himself. When it is remembered
that Irieh immigrants or their im-
mediate descendants number 2,000,
000 of Great Britain's population it
is quite plain that Mr. O'Connor has
long been a great political force even
apart from his commanding position
in the House of Commons.

Well and widely known wherever
English readers ara found, Mr.
O'Connor has for some years been
the author of a weskly cable lettsr
which is a8 interesting and accurate
a8 might be expected from one so
long and 8o intimately in touch with
politioal affairs in the capital of the
Empire.

So far as Catholic weeklies of
Canada and Newfoundland are con-
cerned the CATHOLIC RECORD has
secured exclusive rights in T, P.
0’Connor's copyrighted weekly cable
letter.

In the midst of the present world-
shaking events, and during the
period of mighty reconstructions
when Pence is restored, T. P's letter,
interesting and instructive at any
time, will be found a source of accur-
ate and intimate information on
measures and men that the intelli-
gent reader cannot afford to ignore.

THR RECORD IN THR
TRENCHES

Very many of our readers have
relatives in the fighting line, and to
them we would suggest the regular
mailing of the RECORD to their soldier
friends. There are many weary
hours of watching and waiting in the
trenches, and many unoccupied hours
when relieved from duty. It goes
without saying that our Catholic
boys cannot spend fhis time any
more profitably than in the reading
of a Catholic paper.

This thought was suggested to us
by a letter recently received from
“somewhere in Belgium,” part of
which we treunscribe for our readers’
edification and information. The
writex is  Lanoe- Corporal H,
Bonnevie, and we are sure he will
pardon ue for making part of his
communication publie.

“Please permit me to tell you how
I enjoy reading the CATHOLIC RECORD
in this far.away country (Belgium.)
It ie surprising how it keeps up our
spirits to read a good Catholic paper.
I get it from my home in St. John,

N.B.,and Ipass it around to some

Catholic members of our Battalion, |

(8he 15th.) The more we read it the
more we look for it to come again,
We read every column of it, and we
could not find anything better fo
pass the time.”

Then follows a very glowing trib.
ute to the RECORD'S worth which
modesty forces us to omit. Passing
on to the subject of the war he
writes :

“As for war news I can 8ny very
little, but I can say that the Cana.
dian troops are in the bast of splrits,
We feel sure the viotory will be ours,
Every man is resolved to do “his
bis,” and with the assurance that we
now have that those at home will
sapply us with the munitions of war,
wé will ,win, Belgium has suffered
terribly. Itie only those who gea it
a8 it is now who can form ony idea
of how much it has endared, not only
in the inevitable destruction of war,
but in the wholesale slaughter of the
innocent, The country is ruined,
and its schoole and churches and
convents. I have seen the ruins of
many churches and convents and
villages and towns, and it is heart-
breaking. But we know that the
Allies will build them up again.”

Sometimes one happens upon those
who doubt the story of German atro-
cities. Here in this simple soldier’s
simple language is confrmation of
the worat features of the Bryce Re.
port. Here, too, is an answer to
thoss who would argue that this is
not! Canada's war. This struggle
between paganism and Christianity
is everybody’s war, for it is written
that he who is not with meis againet
me. Here, above all, is a reminder
to us to send Catholio literatare to
our boys at the front. In the words
of Corpora! Bonnevie,” they cannot
find anything better to pass away the
time.” CoLUMBA,

NOTES AND COMMENTS

The CaNaDIAN Congregationalist,
writing reminiscently of paei exper-
iences of the gect in Canada, and
pleading for loyalty on the part of
the present generation to the beliefs
and ideals of preceding generations,
quotes the distinctively Catholic
hymn :

"' Faith of our fathers, holy faith,

We will be true to thee till death.”

It thie is not playing fas$ and loose
with¢English speech, what is ?

A CORRESPONDENT of the Canadian
Churchman reminds Anglicans who
are disposed to repudiate the Protest-
antism of the Church ot England that
when in the early days of Upper
Canada the Crown set apart the
Clergy Reserves for the support of a
" Protestant clergy,” the Church of
England very eagerly declared her-
self " Protestant,” and was disposed
to deny the title to any other relig-
ious body. Wesleyans, or Method-
iste, and other offshoots from Angli-
canism were then not so mach “ Pro-
testants ’ as ‘‘ Disgenters.” How
convenient it is to forget these little
things !

WRITING IN the Sepfember Fort-
nightly Review, the Right Hon. W.
F. Bailey, C. B., one of ths Irish
Land Commissioners, gives it as:hls
opivion that the story of German
atrooity in Balgium is far ouidone
by that of Poland. Mer. Bailey knows
Poland intimately and had private
sources of information in framing
his indiotment. He cannot be ac-
cused therefore of drawing upon his
imagination, or o0l repeating irre-
spongible rumors. He writes with the
gravity of a judge and the knowledge
of an expert, but beneath it all with a
Christian conscience seared and
soarred in contemplation of this mook-
ery ofl civilization. His is the story
of one Christian nation invading
another, deflling ite sanctuaries and
its women, making a mockery of its
faith, hunting women and children
to death, and setting in motion such
an exodus of sorrow-distracted p eople
a8 the world has never sesn before.

Tae sTORY.tof Poland is, in Mr
Bailey's words, “far more terrible
“than that of Belglum, and, from the
nature of things, will never be re-
vealed to the world in ite exctirety.
Little by little it will, no doubt, find
its way into the Wast, but there is
no Lord Bryce's Commission to in-.
vestigate it judicially or to unocover
snd olassify its horrifying dedails.
It will remain as it is—a great, black
stain upon the face of history, and
an appalling nightmare for centuries
to the brave, patient, long-suffering
pecple of Poland, Is it any wonder
that having passed immediately
through the fire and drunk to the
very dregs the cup of German terror-.

‘peopla bave no less

fsm they should now regard the
Kaiser as the representative of Satan,
it not Satan himself incarnate !

Mg, BAILEY telle the story of the
sacking and desecration of the Shrine
of Czenstochowa—the Holy Place of
Poland—and of the sacrilegious sub-
stitution of the Kaiser's porteait tor
the famous Madonna and Child
known as tha “Heart of the Heart of
Poland,” This firet bscame known
to the world through the sale on the
strects o! Berlin of a cheap postoard
bearing the insoription “The famous
ploture of the Virgin and Child oap-
tared from Czenstochowa by our
gillant army” and bearing at the top
of the card a portrait of the Kaiser,
surmounted by the Imperial Crown
of Germany, But it (id not
tell that when this precloas
relic was wrenched from its
place over the high aitar, to the
dazed horror of every Polel, a vulgar
portrait of His Imperial Majesty in
uniform wae substituted, lighted
candles placed before it, and the
wretched people forced at the points
of German bayonets to prostrate
themselves before it s if in mockery
of the Saocred Persons whose sanctity
was thus foully blasphemed. But
the end is not yet. History for once
will have failed to repeat itself it the
rieing ot the Sun for Poland does not
mark its setting for the Teuton
oppressor.

AN effusion which has come under
our notice ie that on the * Italians
in Earope and Canada,” in the
carrent Presbyterian. It is there
designated as the " Y, P, S, Topic
for November 28" and it deals
with the prospect which Italian
immigraticn  affords for pros-
elytism, Ina brief summary of the
past it recalls the great history of
that nation, the sterling characier of
its paople, their hardihood, thrift and
progressiveness. It is, it saye, " a
matter of the greatest gratification
8o British people everywhere that in
the present war, Italy is standing
with the Allies on the side of justice
and liberty,”—which, if it
anything, means that the

means
Iialian
zeal for the
higher ideals of civilization than the
British, or French, or any other
nation,

PAINS ARE taken also to impress
upon f1e “Y. P, S.” that hand-in-hand
with these virtuss the psople of Italy
are almoit o a man Catholics, the
proportion to the whols population
being 97 per cent. Such Protestant.
fsm a8 exists in Italy is praotically
conflned to the sect of the Waldenses,
and that to a single ssction in the
North, Catholic as they are, there-
fore, and have been for so many
centuries, their poets, painters, and
architects will, notwithstanding that
handicap, “make Italy famous to the
end of time.” This splendid inherit-
ance is, even if not realized by them-
selves, brought with the ‘“navvies
and peddlars” to this counftry, and
the thritt which charasterized them
at home is no less their charaoteris-
tic here. Thsey get on, acquire some
means, and purchase haomee of their
own. They could scarcely do this if
they had not the inherent qualities
as Italians not ! ss than as Canadian
ocitizens.

WuAT 18 the upshot of all this ?
It is that “being loosely attached to
the Church of Rome, thsy form a
most hopetul field for migsionary en-
deavor.” “We should be eager,” it
is added, “to share with them our
most priceless (sie) possession-—the
gospel,"—in other words, again, they
must be “Canadianized.”” That is a
very laudable and generous aspira-
tion surely ! Of course the Italians
have never heard the “gospel’ and
all the rich fruits ot Christian civili-
zatlon in Italy—their poets, artists,
architects ; their eaints and sages,
their thrifty, moral, faithfal people—
are the product of something else.
So to Presbyterianism, steeped to
the eyes in German theology—that is
German roepticism and iconoclasm
—it is left to uniold to these incom-
ing heirs of the Christian nges, the
“gospel”—that is, once more, to
“Canadianize” them.

PAPAL INFALLIBILITY

The Pope is not infallible when he
expresses only his own idees ; but he
is infallible when, as head of the
Charch, he deflnes truths contained
in the depositary of revelation, ihe
Scriptures and tradition. The Pope
is not infallible when he judges
purely personal questions ; but he g
80 when he jadges dectrinal questions
affecting faith or merals — that is to
say, revealed truth or revealed law,
the Pope being infallible only when
he rests on the testimony of God or
revelation, — Truth,




