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jütmtdarn Eirnes t The outline contained in the memorandurrt (which 
necessarily has been prepared with some haste) as to the 
work to be done by the Manufacturers’ Association, board 
of trade, committees, and so on, is well defined, but it is 
intricate and unless the government assigns men in 
various localities to devote their time during the next few 
weeks to organize, we fear that the proposed plan will 
bring little practical result to the convention. There 
should be government representatives in the leading com­
munities so that the. government may make sure of the 
success of the first gathering here of this kind. A large 
gathering will not necessarily be a successful one. A 
meeting attended by men representing the various groups
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interested—agriculture, /transportation, banking, manu­
facturing, and so on-Hwith speakers- who can put their

S3.ee

case clearly and concisely, will tend to achieve results. A 
conference of this kind is not without great effort 
“rescued from becoming .a mere theatre for declamation 
and debate," to use Sir George Foster’s words.

In the meantime, every business man must take an 
active interest in fhe matter.
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When changing your mailing instructions, be sure to state fully both 
your old and your new address. The total trade of Canada for the twelve months 

ended June, exclusive of coin and bullion, was valued at 
$1,565,436,000. Of this, Imports of merchandise repre­
sented $595,921,000 and the exports $969,514,000. The 
difference between the value of our imports and exports 
of merchandise in that periodewas therefore $373,000,000.
After making allowance for the payment of $187,000,000 

_ interest charges to Great Britain and the ^United .States, F 
there is a balance of trade in favor of Canada amounting 
to $186,000,000.

Of the exports, totalling $966,514,000, only $96,- 
000,000 represented the export of foreign produce, the 
remaining $873,413,000 being exports of Canadian pro­
duce. These were made up as follows :—

Mine ..........................
Fisheries .................
Forest ........................
Animal produce . —
Agricultural produce 
Manufactures ....
Miscellaneous .........

dir,ect to Friday evening train*. Any sub­
scriber who receives his paper late will confer a favor by complaining tn 
the circulation department
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PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

In June, Sir George Foster, minister of trade and 
commerce’, announced that his department would convene 
this autumn a convention of the business men of Canada 
to advise together “out of their;practical and varied ex­
perience and knowledge as to the best means of meeting 
the coming situation and of mobilizing the business forces 
of Canada so as to employ our labor, increase our pro­
duction and enlarge our markets along peace lines." The 

, conference has not yet been summoned but will probably 
be held next month or in October. In the meantime, a 
memorandum regarding the proposed national trade and 
commerce convention, prepared by Mr. F. G. McAlister, 
B.A., has been issued by the department of trade. It 
suggests that the problems before the business interests^ 
of the country, may be studied from the following stand­
points :—

(a) The standpoint of the various factors that enter 
into the upbuilding of trade, such as market opportunities 
at home and abroad, credit information and banking 
facilities, commercial training, transportation facilities, 
labor, immigration, industrial equipment, industrial re­
search, and the study of raw materials.

(b) The standpoint of the various classes of goods 
into which the production of the country falls.

To certain problems, developing from each of these 
viewpoints, it is proposed to assign a number ^ of com­
mittees. It is also suggested that group "b be con­
fronted with a series of questions. In addition, it is sug­
gested that as a matter of convenience, first in handling . 
the secretarial side of the work, and later in keeping the 
convention from being swampied by irrelevant suggestions 
and discussion, a committee on recommendations be ap­
pointed, and that to this committee all other committees 
doing “field work'* hand in their memoranda prior to the 
convention.
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Comparing these figures with those for the similar 
period, of 1914, it is found that our exports of mineral pro­
ducts have increased during the year 22 per cent. ; 
fisheries exports by 15 per cent.; exports of forest pro­
ducts, 23 p>er cent. ; agricultural products, 75 p>er cent. ; 
animal produce, 96 pier cent. ; agricultural produce, 75 pier 
cent. ; the exports of manufactures, by 365 pier cent. ; and 
miscellaneous classes by 4,426 pier cent.

Agricultural products represent the biggest item in
But the factour exports and probably will always do so. 

that Canadian manufacturers have been able to increase 
their export trade to à volume nearly five times as great 
as it was two years ago, gives an idea of the productive 
power of Canadian factories. The present unusual demand 
for Canadian manufacturers’ goods is due to the war. 
The problem which confronts them is to measure and 
encourage, at home and abroad, the demand for their 
goods after the war. Something substantial has to be 
found to take the place of war orders. How many manu- 

are allowing to-dav.’s prosperity to shadowfacturers 
to-morrow’s problems? 1
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