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1t was the cosy hour  just
supper, When the mother was
stomed to tell & “‘Once Upon e
T‘ﬁe" story to the children. Some-
times those were fairy stories, at
g times &n ingident from history,
d sionally a tale from the
O ous page of the Church’s early
struggle.  Stie had chosen one of the
fast kind this evening.
1t wes the first half of the first
tury of the Christiam era,” began
e mother, ‘‘When this wonderful
dom I am about to tell you
to0k place. Prisca, for that wes the

dow.

game of the brave little maiden, was |

oply thirteen years old. She was
the daughter of & rich Romen Sem—
tor, The family wore mear friends
of the Emperor Claudius, who was
as powerful as he was widked.

“Iike many another man of later
date in the world’s history, he
thought he could destroy the  reli-
gion which Chnist has established
and to which He promised perpetu-
ity to the consummation of ‘the
‘éea, Claudius thought he could ac-
complish his design easily enough by
foreing all the Christians throughout
the Roman Empire to offer sacrifice
to the gods of Rome.

“Now, the Emperor heard that ome
of the Senators had a little daughter
who was a Christian. He did not
think he would have any difficulty
in making her comply with his
wishes, because he thought that her
father, who was a man of public af-
fairs, would induce her tio offer in-
cense in order that he might not

lose the esteem amd favor of me‘Thm the Emperor was seized with a

emperor, or the votes of the people
the next time he became a candidate
for the Senatorshop.

“The Caesar Claudius, therefore,
gent an officer of his palace to Pris-
ca, Who accused her of being a
Christian, and therefore an enemy of
the Emperor. The officer told her
that the mighty Emperoer had order-
ed her to come to the temple of
Apollo,and there offer a sacrifice ito
the god by throwing a few grains of
incense on the fire burning before the
statue. She by doing this would
thereby deny the true God.”’

“Oh, T hope she did not consent!’”
exclaimed Gerald, who was lying
on & robe at his mother’s feet.

“But if it were to throw only just
one little grain of incense on a pan
of burning coals?’’ asked the me-
ther.

“That would be just as bad as a
‘handful, wouldn’t it, mamma, and by
doing that she would be offering
worship to Apollo, and that would
be denying the true God.’’

“Quite right, son,” said the mo-
g, “but could she not pretend to
throw incense on the fire iwithout
atually throwing amy?*’

“I don't know, mamma,” answer-
ed Gerald. “Zerhaps  dhe could do
that. I am mot sure,.’”

“No, Gerry,” said Marie, his old-
%t sister, “‘she could not .do that.’’
h‘:’hy not, Marié ?” asked the mo-

“Because that would be an exte-
Yor at of worship end that would
be apostacy, and then there would
also be  the scandal to the °  other
Christians who would think she had
Sacrificed, which she really had so
tar a9 appearances wenft.”’

“"'Qui'tc right,”” said  the mothen,
Now let ug 80 'on with the story.”
“When the

‘officer and ‘his men came
Ca Yo the temple of
Apollo, ‘they found ‘her praying in|
e church. Spe came out ‘to thear

¥hat the officer had to say, and re-
Plied; ‘

W take Prig

o Ed

T will go  firg into the church
that 1 may commend myself to my
J@s Christ, and then in Peace. we
Will set forth. . For the sake  of
Ohrist one should confound the un-
Worthy Emperor Claudius, and as-
olst in the victory  of our Saviour
Jesus Chrjgt»«
“She then turned back to ‘the
Mreh and finisheq her prayers, and

Told in th

flames gave e sufficlent steadily in mind
the room.  They looked , wanted of her in sending for her to
lo through the uncu:‘h-hndwh—ithe Palace.

Twilight.

ror I do not know, but she kept

what the King

She determined  with
God’s help never to prove false to
her faith, or give to the Christians
of the infant Church cause for grief
by her actions. Not replying to this
remark, and thinking only of her
duty, she said—

“ ‘I will immolate myself without,
blood to my immaculate, and to my
Lord—Jesus Christ.’

‘“The Emperor heard these words,
but did not understand them, He
ordered the young woman to enter
the temple and sacrifice to Apollo.
Nothing daunted and with g beaming
face Prisca said to the Emperor.

“ ‘Enter thou, and the priests of
:Apollo, that they may see how the
omnipotent Lord will be pleased to
accept the immaculate sacrifices
His faithful ones.’

‘““When the whole company had en-
tered the temple and had arranged
themselves around the statue of
Apollo, Prisca, raised her hands to
Heaven and prayed aloud: ‘Glory be
Yo Thee, O Glorious Father! I n-
1 voke Thee. I pray Thee cast down
this deaf and motionless idol, for it
is but clay, and defiles all that
trust in it; but Thou, O God, merci-
fully hear me, a sinner, that the
Emperor may know what an empty
trust he has in his idols.’

““While she was praying there oc-
curred a great earthquake, so that
the whole city was shaken, and the
lidol of Apollo was thrown down
broken in pieces, as was also a
fourth part of the temple. In the
ruins a large number of pagans and
| many priests of the idol were buried.

of

and

| great fear, and was about to
lu.way, but Prisca said to him:

““ ‘Emperor, stay ard help; because
Apollo is broken into pieces. Call
together the fragments of the tidol,
and let your god come- and help
these priests who are under
the ruins.’

flee

buried

“Almighty God then permitted the
demon who dwelt in the idol,
who deceived the people,

and
to cry out:

“*0 Virgin Prisca, handmaid of
the great God Who dwells in Heaven,
O you who keep His precepts and
hast stripped me of my dwelling! I
have dwelt in this idol for sixty-
seven years, and twelve years which
Claudius Cacsar has been reigning.
Many of the holy martyrs coming
here did not reveal that I inhabited
this idol. I have under me most base
spirits, and, as I commanded them,
each one offered me daily five hund-
red souls. O Emperor! persecutor
of the Christians! you have found a

holy soul by which your power for
wickedness is overcome.’
‘““The demon, crying out these

things with a great voice and with
lamentations, in darknese left the
temple, where for so long he had
deceived the people. And those wtho
saw him were filled with doubt and
were much troubled.

‘‘Notwithstanding all the wonder-
ful things which had taken place,
the Emperor Claudius did not under-
stand that the idol had been thrown
down by divine power, but thought
all had been done by magic of which
the little maiden held the secret. He
therefore commanded o punishmenit
that even the rough soldiers were
unwilling to do. They were com-
pelled, however, by the authority of
the Emperor. They had not been
long at their task when they cried
out:

‘“ ‘Woe; woe to us sinners! Truly
we suffer more than she, for she, re-
maining altogether unhurt by our
wods, hath stricken us down. We
beseech thee, therefore, O Emperor,
command her to be takien away from
us.’

‘“Claudius Caesar being greatly en-
raged against the {irgin, ordered
thém to strike the face of the bless-
ed Prisca. She looking up to Hea-
ven, prayed: ‘Blessed art Thou, O
Lord Jesus Christ, because Thou
givest eternal grace to those who
believe in Thee.’

fccompanied the officers to the

lace. The' officer aakd to the Bm-
Peror; 2

“ey .
P our commands h"Ye been obey-

i. Loans a “Wh

ptiated. 2 Claudius heard this. he was

i°p-‘}'§.’,'33'5“ i ::‘.v glad, and ordered that Prisca

roMAHON 5 ¢ b brought into his presonce.
she st; & i 5

o Agent B ood beloro‘:bhe Empem.-

2s Street.

Thou are a great
2 and glonigyg above.

|came almost beside himself with an-

“When she had made this prayer a
bright light from Heaven enveloped
her and a voice from Heaven was
heard, saying:

“ ‘O daughter, have confidence and
do not fear, for I am He whom you
adore and invoke as God, I will not
desert you for ever.’

““At these words the Emperor be-

ger and fear, and sent Prisca , to
: thinking that by the  next
- shé would have changed  her

‘were heard to sing praises in

WILL KISSING
BE PROHIBITED

The Osculatory Process Denounced
by Scientists as Extremely
Dangerous—How the Dan-
ger Can be Removed.

A keen discussion is being carried
on by some of the best scientists as to
the danger and ‘“‘crime” of kissing, led
by Dr. Somers, Health Officer of At-
lantic City, and Dr. Nalpasse, of the
Medical Faculty of Paris. They charge
the kiss with spreading grippe, scariet
fever, measles, mumps, whooping
cough, typhoid fever, diphtheria, ery-
sipelas, meningitis, tuberculosis, and
many infectious skin diseases. Thev
suggest legislation on the subject, and
the posting of notices in railway sta-
tions, street cars and other nnblic

laces, but they say it would be use-
ess to post them on verandahs, in
cosy .corners, porches, shady nooks,
or moonlit lawns. They also propose
compulsory legislation for methods of
disinfection of the mouth and purify-
ing the breath, especially with a view
to the protection of the innocent babies
who are particularly subject to infec-
tion. The greatest and most effective
purifier and germ destroyer known to
medical science for the mouth, throat
and breath, as well as for tha blood,
stomach and lungs, is Psychine, that
triumph of the medical world that is
attracting almost universal attention
because of the wonderful results at-
tending its use. One of its recent tri-
umphs is told as a matter of experi-
ence in the following brief statement :
Dr. 8locum Co.

Iam gending you photo and testimonial here-
with for your great remedy PSYCHINE. Your
remedies did wonders for me. I wasabout 28 or

years of age when I took I'SYCHINE. The
doctors had given me up irable consump-
tive. My lungs and eve f the body were
terribly diseased and wasted. riends and neigh-
bers thought I'd never get better, But PSYCHINE
eaved me. My lur re never bothered me
since, and Psychine nent cure.

MRS. LIZZIE GARSIDI
519 Bathurst St., London, Ont.

Psychine, pronounced Si-keen, is ad-
mitted to he the most wonderful of all
disease and germ-destroying agencies,
For building up the run-down system
and curing all forms of stomach
troubles and diseases of the chest,
throat and lungs or head, it is simply
unapproachable. Tt is a reliable home
treatment. For sale at all druggists,
50c and $1.00, or Dr. T. A. Slocum,
Limited, 179 King Street West, To-
ronto.

‘““ ‘“Consent to me, O Prisca, and
sacrifice to the gods.’

“The beautiful virgin martyr show-
ed no signs of having suffered on the
previous day, but seemed me»e brave
and courageous than ever.

‘“ ‘Cease, O basest of men,’ she
said, ‘the son of your father, the
devil. Do you mnot blush at being |

overcome by a girl, and to be trod-
den underfoot by me, since vou can-
not by any means induce me to
crifice to the gods?’

‘““The Emperor,

sa~

being very angry,
commanded her to be stripped
beaten again. The body of
holy Prisca appeared as white
snow, and those aeound her eould
not look on it for brightness. When
she was beaten she said to the
Lord:

“‘I have cried out to God with
my voice, and He had heard me in
the agony of my suiferings.’
““Claudius, hearing her thus speak-
ing, was very angry, and said m.
her:

“ ‘Do you think to deceive
with your evil deeds?’’

‘‘She amswered: ‘Your father, Sa-
tam, is the chief of all evil-doers,

and
the
as

me

| Emperor?

Prisca.’
“qi

8 ageain her to
the Emperor Claudius, who onoce
pmore told her that he had ordered
her to come to him and sacrifice and
live, and if she refused she would be
cast to the wild ieasts. Having
agh.in refused she was forthwith cast
into the arena to be devoured by
lions,

“There was in one of the cages a
lion very savage from hunger, for he
had been deprived of food for several
days. This ferocious animal was let
loose on that defenceless child, and
all thought that now her end had
come. The savage animal came
bounding along the sands, and every-
one thought that Prisca would be
instantly torn to pieoces, when, lo!
the lion stopped when he saw her,
and losing all his nawural fieroeness
came crouching to the holy jchild

and, lying down beside her, licked
her feet. In the meantime Prisca
prayed—

“‘I have run the way of Thy

commandments, O Lord; teach me
Thy justification, and I will learn,
the wonderful works of Thy divini-
ty.”

‘““Then, turning o the Emperor,
who was now sad of countemance,
she said with a cheerful face:

‘“ “You have corrupted yourself, O
Emperor. You cannot induce me
to engage in controversies, for I am
free from vanities. I place in God
my hope, Who will not be warting
to me in anything.’

““The Emperor said to her:

“ “You shall not die, but £0 in and
sacrifice to the god.’

“**Do command me te enter
the temple?’ asked Prisca.

‘“ ‘Enter and sacrifice, that
may not perish by the beasts.’
“ ‘By the beautiful grace

vou

: you

of my
30od, Who has given to me humility
and sufferings, I will enter at your

WHEN YOU ASK FOR
APURE
HARD
INSIST ON RECEIVING IT.

of other tormentsto which he migh't
submit the virgin Prisca. He said
to the Prefect of the palace:

‘“ ‘Take away this witoh, and with
sharp combs rake her whole body,
for with these hooks will she be
{flayed that she may the more quick~
ly lose the light of day and be out
of my sight and out of my thoughts,
for T am full of sorrow and do not
know what to do.’

‘“The Prefect, sitting on the judg-
ment seat, said: Bl
‘“ ‘Let the destroyer come, and lot
me see what she wishes.’

‘‘Prisca entered the hall, smiling
with the beautiful smile of peace.
Upon seeing this the Prefect became
very angry, and shouted out to her:
“ ‘Do you smile at me, O unjust
one, because you are permitted to
live ? By the most pure sin, I will
cast your entrails to the dogs if you

command.’
“‘She forthwith entered again into |

the temple, but the demon who
dwelt in the idol knew that the
blessed one came to destroy it, and

cried out:

‘“ ‘Woe to me; whither shall I fly
from your spirit, O God of Heaven!’
‘““Then Prisca, making the sign of
the Cross, in the name of Christ, and
looking on the statue, said to the
Emperor Claudius:

will not sacrifice to the gods, that
I may see what consolation your
Christ may give you.’

‘“She replied that she would not
| sacrifice, and was not afraid of
more tortures. Then the execution-
ers lacerated her flesh and tore off

her finger-nails, and afterwards tor-
tured her by fire and cut off her
hair. When this last indignity was
offered she answered the Fmperor:

“ ‘You have cut off my hair. May
God take your kingdom from you.'

““After these
locked up

torments she was

in the temple, but God

“‘Do you mnot see the trickery, O
Do you not see the de-
Eyes that do not see, mrs]
that do not hear, hands that do not
feel, and feet that do not walk, an
image ornamented with vain beauty.
You wish, therefore, O Emperor, that
I sacrifice to it?’

““The Caesar Claudtus  had been
much vexed at all that had happen-
ed, and, mistaking this last sem-
tence of Prisca for an assent to his
wishes, was very glad, and said with
cheerful eountenance:

“ ‘May you live for the gods be-
cause you have oonsented to me
and will now sacrifice to Apollo.’
““Prisca. then approaiched thelidol
and said:

‘I say to you who dwell in this
deaf and mute idol, go forth,” amd
then poured forth a fervent prayer
to God to destroy the idol.
‘“Suddenly great thunder was
heard and fire fell from heaven, con:

ceit ?

loving sacrifices to idols, and
bracing evil-doers.’

‘““The Emperor again commanded
her to be struck with rods, but the
holy child, smiling as the ' officers
made preparation for this torture,
said: —

““ ‘O unjust ome, and to
perdition! Enemy of the judgments

em-

doomer

| ashes.

suming memy priests and a great
multitude of people. The fire also
burned a portion of the robe of the
Emperor. The idol was reduced ml

Meanwhile the holy Prisca,
in the joy of her heart, because the
Lord had heard her prayer, sang
with & loud and cheerful voice:
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on

of God and searcher out of evils! ])o!
you not see by your sentence what |
benefits you are heaping upon m('?"
‘“Finding that the beating she was |
receiving did not appear to injure
her or make her suffer, Liminius,
relative of the Emperor, suggested a
new means of torture.
‘“ “This unclean one,’ he said,
dergoes these sufferings not on ac-
count of the glory of the Christians
and for the Crucified one, but she as
a shining ray of the sun, expects to
gain her ends. Now, O Emperor,
let this dealer in incantations be
thrown into prison until to-morrow.
Then we will have her thrown into
a cauldron of boiling oil, amd thus
we will destroy her beauty and her
brightness.’
““Claudius agreed to this sugges-
tion of Liminius, and ordered that
Prisca be taken back to prison again.
When she was once more intarcerated
she prayed in these words:
‘“‘T give Thee thanks, O TLord
Jesus Christ, and I beseech Thy holy
grace to guard me from wicked and
hateful Claudius, who doth not re-
gard Thy goodness, but setteth it at
naught.”
““During the night angels and nien
\ the
prison, and to glorify God with her,
and all the pvisom was filled with
a sweet odor. In the morning, go-

a

‘un-

earth peace to men of good will,’ I

‘“The anger of the Caesar increased |
and, not comsidering or convinced by |
this last miracle, he began to think |

Women Suffer Agonies
from I(idp_e_y Trouble

GIN PILLS CURE THEM

There is Mrs. Ripley, for instance. |
She suffered terribly with her back. It |
ached, ached, ached—all the time.
Even in bed, it seemed as if she could |
not get easy. It finally became so bad
thatiousework was impogsible,

She certainly was a discouraged
woman when she began to take GIN
PILLS. And there isn’t a happier.
healthier woman in the Dominion than

this same Mrs, Ri&ley to-dg.
Williamsdale East, Mng:!.h.
nefits
lore 1 had

I cannot refrain from writing you the
I have received from Gin Hﬁa. Bef
taken Gin Pills X suffered dreadfully with my
back, and had suffered for twenty years, 1
have tried almost g but gof no relief
until I got ** Gin Pilis,*

I bave faken six boxes and now I have not
the sign of & pain or an ache in my back,
now 48 and feél as well as I ever did in m
i here is nothing can hold & place wl(ﬁ
Gin Pills for pains in t‘l back to which women
are subject.  Yours "ul{i

Mrs. Ripley. had. serious - Kiine

TS, : -~ seri idney

Trouble. . Anetf\tlu sick kidneys wm'!
making her back ache—were giving her |
those splitting headaches—were
her lkgﬁ—.g dragging her n.
ILL ally saved her life.: GIN |
het! kidn She has
PILLS are a|

'ﬂmns £

sent amgels “to comfort her. Upon
hearing these, the people of the pal-
ace and the temple said: ‘Great
the god whom we worship; he

collected all

is
has
these to instruct her;
now she will offer sacrifice to Apol~
lo.’

‘““After three days they omce more

asked her to sacrifice to their god,
to which she replied:

‘“ ‘Where tis your god ? Do you
not see it has fallen to the earth

and is reduced to ashes?’

“Then the Caesar Claudius ordered
Prisca. to be taken about a mile
out of the city and beheaded. A
small company of soldiers took the
valiant maiden out on the Ostian
Way, a distance of akout a thousand
paces from the city walls, and there
she ended her eplendid combat by
the sword.

“The body was left where it fell.
When the Christians heard that Pris-
ca’s soul had finally departed for
Heaven, they came to take up the
sacred remains and give them honor-
able and Christian burial.

““The little -band of the faithful who
came by night to perform this sacred
duty in order that the relics might
be preserved, were greatly surprised
when they reached the body to find
two eagles guarding it. One was at
the head and another at the feet. to
protect the body from the attack of
wild beasts. FHer holy body was
afterwards bunied with great honors
in Rome.

‘““When the wicked Emperor heard
that the blessed Prisca was dead ke
was afflicted with a great grief and
fear, and that day ate his food as a

rabid dog. He cried cut:
‘“'O God of the Christians Fpave
mercy upon me. I wnow that 1

have tramsgressed your precepts and
have blasphemed and persecuted vour
name and ungratefuily have ! sinned
against your nandmmidan, Pricea *

“He was afflicted from Hoaven
with a great sickness, and crying:
‘I am justly afflicted on accsent  of
you, and you have Jdealt vut to me
my just deserts,” he expired amid
much suffering, ‘orn ac:i rent by re-
morse."’

The mother finished und lcoked at
the children. Marie was sobling
softly. Gerald lay on the yug at her
feet, his hand supporting his head.
His eyes were dry and buarning.

“Wél, my son, what do vuu think
of the story?”

“I sghould like to have neen in her
place,” said the boy, simply; and by
his looks her certainly meant what
he said.—J. E. Copus, 8.J., in Sy-
racuse Sun. ¢ |

|

“|T'S ONLY A CoLb,
A TRIFLEG COUCH”

Thousands have said this when th
caught cold. Thousands have neglec
to cure the cold. Thousands have filled &
Consumptives grave thmu?vh neglect.
Never neglect a cough or cold. It can have
but one result. It leaves the throat oe
lungs, or both, affeeted.

Dr. Wood's
Norway
Pine Syrup

is the medicine you need. It strikes a$
the very foundation of all throat or lung
complaints, relieving or curing Coughs,
Colds, Bronchitis, Asthma, Croup, Sore
Throat, and preventing Pneumonia and
Consumption.

It has stood the test for many years, and
is now more generally used than ever, It
contains all the lung {:ouhng virtues of the
pine twee combined with Wild Cherry Bark
and other pecroral remedies. It stimulatea

the woakened bronchial organs, allays
irritation and subdues inflammation,
soothes and heals the irrflited parts,

loosens the phlegm and mucous, and aids
nature to easily dislodge tha morbid ae-
cumuiations, Don’t be humbugged into
accepting an imitation of Dr. Wood’s Nor-
way Pine Syrup. It is put up in a yellow
wrapper, three pine trees the trade mark,
and price 25 ets.

Mr. Julian J. LeBlanc, Belle Cote, N.8.,
writes : ‘L was troubled with a bad cold
and severe cough, which assumed such an
attitude as to keep me confined to m;
house, I tried several remedies advertised
but they were of no avail. Asa last resort
I tried De. Wood’s Norway Pine Syrup
and one bottle cured me completely.”

Strujgging Infant Mission,

IN THE DIOCESE OF NORTHAMP-
TON, FAKENHAM, NORFOLK
ENGLAND.

Where is Mass said and benediction
given at present ? IN A GARRET.
the use of which I get for a remt of
ONE SHILLING per week.

Average weekly Collection....8s 6d.

No endowment whatever, except
HOPE. Not a great kind of en-
dowment, you will say, geod reader.
Ah, welll Who knows? Great things
have, as a rule, very small begin-
mings. There was the stable of
Bethlehem, and God’'s hand is oot
shortned, I HAVE hopes. I have
GREAT #&opes that this latest Mis-
sion, opemed by the Bishop of North-
ampton, will, in due coirse,.become
& great mission.

Best outside help is, evidently, me-
cessary. Will it be forthcomming?

1 have noticed how willingly the
CLIENTS of ST. ANTHONY OF
PADUA readily come to the assist-
ance of poor, struggling Priests. May
I mot hope that they will, too, cast
a sympathetic and pitying eye upon
me in my struggle to establish ap
outpost of the Catholir Faith in this
-80 far as the Catholic Faith is con-
cerned—barren region? May I not
hope, good reader, that you, in your
zeal for the progress of that Faith,
will extend a helping hand to me?
I cry to you with all earnestness to
come to my assistance. You may
not be able to do much: but you
CAN DO LITTLE Do that little
which is your power, for God's
sake, and with the other ‘‘littles’’
that are done I shall be able to es-
tablish this new Mission firmly.
DON'T TURN A DEAF EAR TO

MY URGENT APPEAL.

‘“May God bless and prosper yeur
endeavors in establishing a Mission
at Fakenham.

ARTHUR,
Bishop of Northampton.’

Address-Father H.W. Gray, Hamp-
ton Road, Fakenham, Norfolk, Eng-
land.

P.S.—1 will gratefully and prompt~
ly acknowledge the smallest dona~
tion, and send with my acknowledg-
ment a besutiful picture of the Sa~
ered Heart. i :

This new Mission will be dedicated
to St. Anthony of Padua.

T




