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a great commercial and industrial prin-
cipal stolen, a wonderful forest paradise

and stock-grazing area destroyed, and
the great natural reservoir that is the
life of the thirsty prairie, removed.
Think you the splendid agricultural pros-
pPects of the Westland would remain un-
affected—unaltered ?

We realize now that a part of this
great Dominion of ours was d>si ned and
intended by nature to remain in forest.
And a good work has already been ac-
complished by the setting aside of re-
serves, only, in time, these will be
known, not as reserves, but by the less-
forbidding name of national forests. The
settler, railway, prospector, lumberman,
shall no longer be known as ‘‘enemies’
of the forests, put enlisted as its friends.

Great strides have been made in the
advancement of forestry in the United
States, while we find that Europe, from
long experience, is able to teach us
much. From a statement made by our
Forestry Branch at Ottawa, in reference
to the great crops produced by European
forests, we learn that, ‘‘the same prin-
ciple holds true for forestry as for agri-
culture, the more carefully and intensi\e-
ly the land is handled, the more profit-
able are the returns.’”’ Thus, we see,
that forestry is not the leaving of these
lands in a state of nature, but it is
working hand - in - hand with nature, to
guard and care for the forests, to pro-
vide means for its future development.

And in the not far-distant future, we
Canadians, thanis largely to the good
work being done by the Forestry Asso-
ciation, will have a permanent forest
policy, when all reserves shall have a
complete survey, the cost of their main-
tenance derived from the developments
within the reserves.

In conclusion, one might_ just make
mention of another line of work carried
on in the Prairie Provinces, by the For-
estry Branch. It is the encouragement
givewr to farmers to plant trees even
where natural conditions are not favor-
able. From the nursery station at In-
dian Head, trees are sent out free to
farmers who will plant them, under cer-
tain conditions. From statistics, one
learns that trees, at the rate of two
and g half million per year, for the
past two or three years, have been sent
out, and altogether about twenty mil-
lions 'have been distributed among the
farmers. All  possible care was, of
course, exercised, to give the trees a
fair chance, but it was approximated
that, under average conditions, eighty-
five per cent. of the trees survived.
Think what this means—a farmer plant-
ing trees, not for ornamentation or
shelter alone, but (in time it may be
actually proved) for fuel purposes, when
traffic on the railways is congested, or
for sale as railway ties and fence-posts!
Truly, the forestry and conservation
idea gains ground !

It would be interesting to consider the
different  varieties at length, or one
might even comment upon the proposed
scheme for the establishing of a Cana-

dian forest - products laboratory for test
purposes or preservative treatment
against decay, or experiments with pulp
and paper—but the subject is broad and
deep.
1f one who has gleaned somewhat of
knowledge and much of pleasure during
a Ssuinter’'s sojourn in the lumberlands
of the Rocky M«ﬁn.l.lius, may express a
wish, it is that this rather desultory
article may interest someone for further,
deeper study, in the fair field of forestry.

CANADIAN NATIVE TRELS.
By I'. I’. Moore, Bruce (o ont.

The subject of trees may be dealt with
in many different ways, and the amount
of license given us makes it a little difli-
cult to know how to treat such a broad
subject, so I will limit my obhservations
Principally to Canrada’s native trees
which 1 have secn.

Trees are the longest-lived oreanisms
of the vegetable kingdow, and attain o
great and indefinite age, far ovceedn
that of  animals. Trees of which the

whole foliage falls off periodically, lea -
Ing them hare in winter, are c¢alled dn»
ciduous; those of which the foliace fall
only partially, a fresh crop of leaves e

ing alwavs supplied hefore the matan
leaves are exhausted, are called  eyver-
green. The  latter Iyvpe predomingtes
among Canada’s forests,

Forests proper are of great importance
I g

lucking in  the viecor and

tortile valleyvs, and the 1

in the general economy of the globe.
They greatly affect climate; and their
beneficial influence in a physical, eco-
nomical and hygienic aspect is now re-
ceiving marked attention.

Every land has trees indigenous to
itself, fitted by its climate and soil to
thrive there better than anywhere else.
To most Canadians, the tree is a
familiar object. Probably to some chil-
dren of the prairies it may yet be an
unknown quantity, but the majority of
us are so accustomed to seeing it in its
many forms, that we do not always ap-
preciate it as it deserves.

Some one has said : ““A tree is a
nobler object than a prince in corona-
tion robes.”’ To be very practical, so
Comparatively few of us have seen a
prince in his kingly attire that we can
scarcely judge the accuracy of the asser-
tion, but wmost nature-lovers would be
willing to give the tree the benelit of
the doubt. Whether standing ma_ estical-
ly erect—""towering’’ is the word so often
used, and sightly—life and vigor in every
limb; or descrihing the perfect grace of
motion, from the gentle movement of its
smallest twig, to the tempest - tossed
swaying of its mighty branches and bole,
surely it is a thing of bheauty ! Even
in its least attractive garb of winter—
speaking now of the deciduous varie-
ties—its delicate tracery against the sky
is very pleasing; its spring and summer
loveliness casts a spell over even the
dullard; while, ,after it has donned its
coronation robes, resplendent in color,
and laden with the year's bounty, it,
without doubt, is an object of admira-
tion.

In my native county, good old Bruc
pine, cedar, hemlock, balsalm, oak, elm,
basswood, maple, beech, birch, ash, and
tamarack, flourished luxuriantly, and the
quality of each for building purposes
was unexcelled. Wherever any of these
were left for shade, or planted for orna-
mental purposes, their symmetry and
general attractiveness was something to
be proud of.

It is pitiable that so much of old On-
tario’s magnificent timber was destroyed
in the early days for the sole purpose
of getting it out of the way. Regard-
ing conservation of our forests, no part
of our Dominion is more worth while
than eld Ontario, as a greater variety
of valuable trees thrive there than in
any other place.

I have been privileged to visit the
wooded districts of each of the Prov-
inces, and 1 was struck by the similar-
ity between the timber of New Ontario
and that of the Maritime Provinces.
The quality of our familiar types in
some cases was disappoinbing. For in-
atance, the maple was small, unhealthy,
ill-thriven, and quite often hollow, and
usually bird-eye, due, 1 understood, to
the colder climate. One would rarely
ever see oak, beech, rock -elm, or b .ss-
wood; hut pine, eedar, balsalm, birch,
and spruce, were there in their element.
With the exception of the pulp industry,
the lumber trade in the lower Provinces
has depleted to a larpe extent the myr-
Ketable timber, and the product now de
pends largely upon the growth of what

was formerly the cull stock, while in
New Ontario comparatively little of jts
first-grade material has been marketed

As to the Prairje Provinces, the

southern portions have hut little timher
other than scrub-oak, poplar, balm ot

Gilead, and Manitoha maple; but the

northern parts are timbered similarly to

New Opntario, with the exception of an

occasional pine and hlack biren, and the
entire absence of maple other than the
Manitoha variety. Where used for ofna-
mental purposes. the praivie trees

pres:-

sent a somewhat shrivelled appearance,

exXpansiveness

of the Western Ontario frees.

But British Columhia apparently  tries

nobly to bring up Canada’s averapge in
forestry, for its prowth s phenomenal,
the length of many of her trees Beie
double that of those in any of the sistern

'rovinces The most mportant  varie

ties are: f(ir, cedar anpd pine, and these
of o quality far-fam

for their strength,

duraiality, and heauty, The extremely

Wiatrny  gegqy
on o af prrowth, account {

~y of the 1rees oty (i o

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

other ornamental tree
is the juck-pine of the dry belts.

less vigorous growth due to their hattle
for existence

The fact that our foresis are becoming
the ravages

twenty-million-dadlar output

introduction
locomotives,

British Columbia railway divisioas, should

I'rovinces — as
of the chief
coal-burning locomotive ?

PROBLEMS

interest with
have been originally
Unless the point of view of the
first encounters be changed, the mind can
afterwards find
its waning interest.
of mind are
bly exert their
be very ditlicult to
habits are aceentuated
ciative neglect of most great writers, for

thing is destructive of

In this way, habits

the unappre-

commonplaces.
it comes that the stones

us only a superficial or 5 pecuniary in-
be spectacular—
great new machines, uncommon and gro-
terrible storming,
The common,

other reasom than
that they are common, are never regard-
ed as world-wonders; yet very often they
are no less.

While for the first time looking at the
tree in the picture, how many of us. saw
anything extraordinary about it ?
to be sure, there are doubtless myriads

Wonders must
tesque animals,

day things,

a symmetrical
possessed of considerable beauty of form.
Perhaps we guessed at the name of its
vague estimate
size, and, it may be, thought it a mag-
nificent shade tree for the lawn

it a universal wonder — prepos-

In this age of invention we hear much
less telegraphy, the telepbone, the phono-
graph, the aeroplane, and countless other
ingenuity, are indeed

but comparatively

construction. other hand,

special adgptations and fupctions !

purtially accounted for when we consider

Examination

to its environment,

inmprovement.

FOUNDED 18gg

Every To-morrow an Op.
portunity.

The fair, white puges of our New

Year
lie open before us, and what their recorq
shall be depends very largely upon our-

selves. This is a mere truisp, one
which we surely al know and recognize
as g general proposition. but which we
too often fail to apply iudividuull‘y_

We are all builders, and not only we
ourselves will suller if our work is de-
fective or left undone, but Coming pen-
erations may share in the penalty which
always foliows upon poor Worsmanship
or a weak foundatiop, In a practical
paper on ““Jerry - Building,”’ as applied,
not only to the houses we ljve in, but

to the characters which we are uncon-~

sciously foraing for ourselves, the writ.er.

says : “We can neither scll nor et on
lease our lives; we have Lo live in
structures of our own building, so tg
speak, therefore it pays best to be
thorough, especially in the foundation.”
There are three very special depart-
ments in our lile - wora—education, char-
acter, and religion—all more or less jn-
terpendent upon one another, and Jerry-
building in either of these, especially jn
the case of the children of our country,
would end in bitter disappointment to
ourselves, and in sad disaster to our
best and highest ideals. But,

‘“ Hew by the line, brave workman,
Nor heed complaint, or doubt ;
The line was drawn by the Master,
'Tis yours to follow it out.

‘“ Strike by the line and plummet,
Be strong and fuithful thy blows ;
The shape of the work completed,
The Perfect Builder knows.’’

And for our comfort and encourage-
ment let us remember that whilgt it is
for us to work out the details, taking
8uch duty as each day brings it to us,
there is a Master Builder who has de-
signed the plan, placed us where we are,
and will give us, if we only ask it, all
the strength and intelligence needed for
our task. Each day, each week, each
month, each year, 1S a new chance given
us by God, the unspeakable gift which
each day brings us, the gift of Oppor-
tunity. Perhaps there never before was
an age of such opportunities for service;
of doors open for progress; of marvel
lous developments, as in this year of
grace, 1913.

‘“ Wider, and wider yet,

The gates of the nations swing ;
Clearer, and clearer still,

The wonderful prophecies ring.

Go forth ye host of the Living God
And conguer the earth for your King.”

Be strong, all ye people of the land,
and work, for I am with you, saith the
Lord of Hosts.—Haggai ii.: 4.

[ have entered upon the first pages of
my memorandum  book for this year,
two messages which have come my way,
and which seem to me to be appropri
ate, not only to a New Year, but to
erery day of every year, so let me pase
them on to you. My first is :

LIFIZ MIEANS LIVING.

“It is & false bLelie! that life neces
sarily wears itself out as the years go
by. Liile meang living, and so long as
we live with our eyes open towards the
future, with our ears attuned to catch
the melody of the present day, with our
hands eager for the new task, with our
feet impatient for the unexplored path
before us, we shall grow old, but we
shall remain young in heart and mind
and spirit, which, after all, are our real
selves.””

My sccond entry came from an old
friend, who mentioned that while visiting
in the County of Worcestershire, Eng-
land, she had seen upon the window of
an old, ruined court, in the neighbor-
hood, the motto, “Do, and Dally Not,”
which had evidently heen scratched upon

the pane some centuries ago. She en-
closed her letter a little poem im
which 1he incident js recorded with the

View to pive emphasis  to the lesson
which it aims to teach us.

Iaveing as we are about to do, an-
varoof growing opportunities for
Service, bt not the motto help us te
g her that we dare not put off the

nd duties of to-day for a to-
Hiwr hich mayv never he ours ?
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