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The Farmer’s Advocate
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THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE
DOMINION.

Published weekly by
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited).
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armer's Advocate and Home Journal,”

Agents for ‘‘The Fi i
Winnipeg, Man.

1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE is,

published every Thursday. _
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, (.m(l fur-
nishes the most practical, reliabie and profitable informa-
tion for farmers, dairymen, gnrdvpers. stockmen and
home-makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newioundland and New Zealand, $1.60 per year,
in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance.
United States, $2.60 per year; all other countries, 12s.;
in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit erder is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

8. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise
we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL
subscription ig paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention 1o
every case the ‘‘Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given."

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on
one side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when
change of address should give the old as well as the new

shows to what time your

ordering a

P. O. address.

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical
articles. For such as we consider valuable we will pay

ten cents per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles,
Suggestions How to Improve “The Farmer's Advocate
and Home Magazine,”” Descriptions of New drains,
Roots or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of
Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation,
are each and all welcome. Contributions sent 's must
not be furnished other papers until after they have ap-
peared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned
on receipt of postage.

13. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSIDERED
AS CONFIDENTIAL and will mot be forwarded.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),

London, Canada
in the milk than when they are up feeding. Milk,

too, is generally richest in fat when drawn after

the shortest period between milkings.

Trug, it is possible to produce an abnormal

test, but it is done by and not by

underfeeding

overfeeding. A dairy cow may he fed up until she

is quite fat during her rest just previous to thre

commencement of her lactation period, awmd then,

by cutting down her feed during the first weeks

or month of her milking period, Wt is possible to

increase the test in some cases up to nine or

ten per cent fat, Underfeeding throws the cow

upon herself  for support and drawing on her
body fat forces up the fat test. Jut this 1s not
foeding  fat into milk as it is generally under
stood I'h i faking and the cause ol mueh
«‘«»n)[".wl!ﬂ avainst the short-term test I'lrere 1
a ;u:'!\i in it however have yvour cows m rood
condition when freshening, e opinton  of  the
man who helieves that he can increase  the per
conlare fat in milk is always based on bhetter
feeding, not upon underfeeding I1is bhetter feed
inr is done under normal conditions, I'here s
nothing almormal about feeding four pounds of
meal per 10O pounds of milk given instead of two
pounds per 100 pounds, and ther will he no dif
ference in the  test asooa direct result of this
chan There may result more milk and  con
_\mlm;lll‘. more tat at the same test Replading
timothy  hay with alfalfa hay of hieh lUlJl:I.
would inerease the ndlk flow, hut would not ap
pt ably affect the ]w'tw'H‘Al:”‘ of fal i the il
[rniring t h first month or  s0 of lactatio
pevied the ow usuall fails in flesl nd the
11 3 erhie than normal tes i e il
I O ] ad of overal ol Ol aontl
L ! h li{Terent COW the gl 1w
quite « provided the feed is constant j
amaount and vl and  the percenta of
is, ¢ e 1vet @ constant vorul dlese .
foed I i VO i
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the percentage fat may increase a little. Every-
one knows that *strippings’ are rich.

It has been found that ‘‘the makimg of milk is
largely completed just at the time of milking.”’
A cow giving ten quarts of milk at a mili ng
milking one
that we know milk.

about by the

has not .in ker udder just before

in the form
brought

quart of milk
The final
action of nerves.
the milker has an influence upon both the quality

secretion is
stimulated by the milkers, so
and quantity of milk given, more of course upon
tne fatter than The quantity
of milk given is very largely a matter of the in-
dividuality of the cow, and the quality of it is

upon the former.

Scare vour cows, dog them,
will

almost entirely so.
them and all the feed in the
flow up to

injure world

not keep their milk normal, and the
Be kind, gentle,
fast
increase, the former
and will

of time.

fat content will also suffer.

considerate and milk carefully and and the
flow and percentage fat will
the latter slightly, remain

Fat

under normal conditions.

appreciably,

the same over an average lemgth

can not be fed into milk

The Weakness of Partisan News-
papers.

Jerusalem was once, it is said, preserved a

Spotless Town by every citizen keeping his own

door-step clean. PPapers, as a rule, are suflicient-

ly occupied minding their own affairs, without

undertaking to act as censors upon the conduct

of other pubiishers. But the press,

agency, is properly amenable to commendation or

censure. Here and there, giant! figures among men

may be the chiei human factors in

world’s affairs, but newspapers prepare the soil

from which everts grow. They foment

promote peace, cater to what is base or cultivate

things of good report, excuse graft or

political crooks to clean up and quit

their journalistic purposes and policies are carried

out.

it mot amenable to the judgment of

Newspapers are to be greatly

dependent comment of readers and on-lookers, and
nothing is more wholesome for a certain class of

politicians and their hangers-on than for

papers to plainiy “‘talk out in the meeting.”” I

stead of losing they would gain in prestige. Is

it to be wondered that editorial

to the vanishing point when day after

read the heading is to foresee precisely what the

article will say ? Or, if one da) burst

’ by a
of candor, 1mdependent

party whip cracks and next morning the paper
promptly “‘swallows itself.”’ It is 1dle to talk
about shooting thievish comrtractors, or hanging
themr as thex propose to do in Austria, and Hu'ﬁ
smooth it all over in the next issue, The

Prussiar press has
ing the
and armament

heen

thers, bhut ‘u»,\\l}rl_\

breed gkin might bhe foumd nearer home If there
1S something to sayv, O\ 11 gr]‘nllﬂ\, hefore elec-
tions as we S eroand repeat it if need  he,
Play the came for the people, and small  fry
politicians will soon fall in line leal  states-
en will welcome such journanstic allies, and the
party press will secure to itself a place i public
teem the very liable to lose '

\l\‘ 1 ! the appearance some time
avo of the chiel edi ol the New York Times
("has \. Miller | a United States .\'mmh:
inmvestivation ¢ nittee I'he pet Ship Purchase
Bili of A\ 1 administration, designed  for
the buving of interned German vessels, had heen
defeated Congressinpen wanted to know
why 2 The implication in calling editors and
m}uv. to cton inguisition, in the case
::Hn'.‘\;‘ ] lFimes—hy the way an

‘.‘ f President Wilson—was
l’my]\ } 7 e by British gold or
h U he < oshipping  interests, an insinuation
\l‘m" Me. \iih immdignantly dispelled, ITe re
minded the committee that the attempt to disci
plin th \ n press and reduce it to  the

opha ulion that the press occupies in

4“: r ! ‘ ] ,‘,‘ i countries, where vt craws

Y otlice  and  Government oflicials

[ \‘ et ats mwlr"\, would fia 1lll. ]It' pro
d v 1\ tempted censorship of  edi
Lt} ‘”1 1 le questions, as subversive
1o : O \ press and the liberties of

[ " . publicity  and  free  discussion
i Is safet w the people in Canada as  well
n the “ A ad Staty and it will he a ¢eood
, S !:w,.zm and the world if one outcome
[ the war be a death blow to the reptile hress

as a public

shaping the
strife or
compel
just in
proportion to the vigor and capacity with whicle
It would be an ill thing for the press were

others.

benefited by the in-

party

influence wanes
day to

strictures are made, the

held up to scorn for be-

tools or mouthjieces of military autocrats

some of the
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Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.

. Among t‘l}e lnl‘(}l:‘i which have recently arriyeq
om the south is a species which mak .

presence known by a vocal performance whif}? s
even the most sympathetic, \\l'l'in;,'tm;e ima, inot,
tion can grace by the name of y song. Thegna-
Bronzed Grackle takes up a perch high in lglale
inflates his chest, spreads his tail fe:thre(.:'
stretches up his head and gives forth—a g elrsf
like that of an wun-oiled wheelbarrow qu?if:lk
Bronzed Grackle is often termed the (,‘rowi Bla ke
bird. It is about thirteen inches in length ”ac .
with brassy-green irridescence over most (')f)tf\(
body and with steel-blue and purple reflections N
the head and neck. The bill is long and curv;{l

In  Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Princh
Ildward Island the Bronzed Grackle is rare hui
from New Brunswick and Quebec to the I{O’cki()q
it is 'very common as a summer resident i;]
Wwooded parts -of the country, In Muskoka ‘amj
Parry Sound Districts it is g common breedin
species, and is found sparingly even as far nortﬁ
as IHudson's Bay.

The bronzed Grackle builds its nest in many
very different situations. The most common site
is on a branch of some coniferous tree, but some
nests are placed in deciduous trees, in bushes, on
rafters and beams in barns, in deserted Wt;Od.
pecker's holes and in old stubs. The nest is
composed of twigs, grass and mud and is lined
with fine grass and sometimes with hair. The
eggs are from four to six in number, smoky blue
in color, with irregular dark brown blotches
lines and spots. The period of incubation 19
from thirteen to sixteen 'days. They nearly
always breed in colonies, sometimes small, soma:»
times large, and when a colony is established in
a clump of trees they persecute and drive away
all other birds. }

As soon as the young are strong on the wing
the Grackles gather 'in large flocks, together with
Riedwings and Cowbirds. These flocks which some-
times ageregate 50,000 individuals are extremely
destructivie in grain-fields and corn-fields. In
October they leave for the south and winter ,in
the southern States.

The economic position of the Bronzed Grackle
nequires careful consideration. In Canada we are
concerned only with its food from April till
October. In April its diet consists in the main
of -—Beneficial Insects 6%, Injurious Insects 17%,
Grain 57%, Weedseed 6%, and Mast 9%. In May
of Beneficial Insects 8%, Injurious Insects 47%,
Grain 30%, and Mast 3%. In June of Beneficial

Insects 13%, Injurious Insects 63%, Grain 29%.
Cultivated IFruit 6%, and Mast 2%. In July of
Beneficial Insects 11%, Injurious Insects 42%,
Grain 40%, and Cultivated Fruit 10%. In August
of Beneficial Insects 9%, Injurious Insects 38%,
Grain 497, Cultivated Fruit 9%. In September
of Beneficial Insects 3%, Injurious Insects 13%,

Grain 54%, Weedseed 27, and Mast 19%. In
October of Bpeneficial Insects 3%, Injurious Insects
9%. Grain 52%, Mast 159, Weedseed 11%. These
are the percentages for the above months which
were foundtin a large series of stomachs examined
by the Bureau of Biological Survey, and looking
over this list we see that the Bronzed Grackle
does both good and harm; good in destroying in-
jurious insects and wecdseed, harm in eating grain,

and cultivated fruit and in consuming insects
which are beneficial because they prey upon
injurious forms. We notice that the percentage

eaten is very high; much of this grain
waste grain left on the field aft(.xr
therefore no put much of it
is sprouting which 18
good deal
from

of grain
is undoultedly
harvest and is
on the other hand
due up as soon as it m'l'lllilm(w\' and a
and September is

lu\\'y
grain

oi that taken in August b
. 3 v Y e

standing crops. If we thus lar give this bird 1-,.
ar S

henefit of the doubt and say that the harm !

have to take Into

crood  we
oats the eggs

balanced by the

account the fact that it sometunes i
and vounc of other bhirds and also drives ﬂ“aft
other birds of undoubted utitity, which places 1

i T d
side of the ledger, and we Alehmmq
dovs rather more
umscqll(’ﬂ“.‘

on the wrong
to consider it as a species which
good and which should

check.

harim than
be kert in

THE HORSE. _

Fed Less Hay.

Advocate”

Ilditor “The Farmer’s .
) o ' experl
Some timme ago you asked your readers e'It\I‘
; past winte

during the

ence with feeding horses ve Of
. " av o
I will send my own and hope 1l may P! down
3 o 4
some benefit to someone else. (“t‘”v]}\ was &
e caate
ferd usually  means cutting out R about

vdvocate”
this winter would

to vour pﬂpér
" 1 hat®
horse 80
cn()uﬂh
enough

paragraph in “‘The Farmer's
four months ago and if followed
have paid a year’'s subscription
many times over for every horse kept.
often thought that the average farm
far too much hay and possibly not quite
oats. So as feed was very high an'l no(l
in the barns to waste any, T thougzht
was as good a time as any to try
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