THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

Many little boys and girls will remember that
the great kingdom which David ruled over was,
soon after the death of king Solomon, divided into
two parts, the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom
of Judah ; and that, in course of time, the former
became so wicked that God gave them up to their
enemies, by whom tl were carried away into
captivity. The kings of Judah, too, were, man
of them, idolaters, and led their people into all
sorts of wickedness. But after a .:;:: ll{hzm
reigned in Jerusalem a good king n eze-
Hlﬁt. and ﬁle tl ht he 'ouldnlgry and get the
?eo le to leave off their bad ways and to serve

3 in according to their own law, and, among
“her thi he resolved to have a Passover kept
ouce Ix“e‘:’i. for, ‘:l I'.fror as I:): can discover, islo h;d
not ept at about 2! £y e
had the wrple cleansed, mﬁ’otz?'priem and
Levites purified, and the singers called tmhr,
and grea: preparations made to have a most happy
and joyful time.  But then, he thought, what a
r;:{ that the Israelites, some of whom been
in their own countries, would not leave their
filthy idols and come too, L:n as they used to in
King David’s time. So sent letters both to
them and to his own people the Jews, urging them
to come. Buta great many of them had grown
quite as bad as the heathen, and they just mocked
and scoffed at the good king's invitation. There
were others, however, who longed for nmhi:& S0
much as for their dear old temple and its worship,
and they came most gladly, You can fancy them
thinking as n;:{ came to this teast the very words
oﬁhi‘lngunu' psalm which some one wrote just
as you see it here, and which was sung in the ©m-
ple, probably, at that very feast.
LESSON TALK.

1st. The house of the Lord, verses 1 3

2nd. The blessed people, " S A

3rd. A prayer, 8, 9, 10, 12.

4th A choice, and three reason 10, 11,
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Verse 1. Thisis addressed to God. Amiable,
~pleasant, worthy to be loved. Tabernacles
(prnnl)—mue parts of the temple where God
manifested His presence in a special way, as the
Holy of Holies, or temple within the veil, and
the outer hall, or Holy place. In Heb. 9: 2, 3,
the latter is called the first tabernacle, and the
former the tohernacie.

Verse 2. My soul . . my flesh,—that is,
soul and body, or the entire mental and physical
being. Longeth, fainteth, crieth out,—
that is, desires above everything slse—what ? The
living God and His house.

Verse 3. Wemust not understand that sparrows
and swallows had made their nests in God’s temple
at Jerusalem. Here is a reading of this verse
which makes the sense very plain and beautiful.
“* As the sparvow findeth a house, and the swallow
a nest for herself, so findeth my soul Thine altars,”

Here is yet another. ** Even as the sparrow finds
out (seeks) a house, and the swallow her nest in
which sh- may hatch her young, so I, thine altars,
O Lord, my King and my God!” How great
the psalmist’s longing must have been, to justify
such a very strong comparisou.

Verseq. Blessed (happy) -they thatdwell
’l'l_:’:’hlve &d;lhoanh . il‘l—Gﬂd'l‘ house. hwhy ?

can be all the time praising—worshippin,
and serving—God. g ¥ i

Verse 5. 'Whose strength is in Thee,—
in God. = How st does make those that

nhT Him ? Read Isainh 40: 31. In whose
heart are the ways,—or, * the highways are
‘l:dmi:lg' ben!:x."—mmni , probably, lloM roads
to the temple. y W ve even
the roads leadi k‘)’k God's house.

Verse 6. O Blol.——prohblz‘ a real vali=
having mulberry trees growing it, throug
which mn“oing up to the temple would have
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Verse 7. From strength to strength,—
all the time growing stronger in fove, and confi-
dence, and joy, as they draw nearer God's house,
which they at length ieach, and each takes his
place before God in Zion.

Verse 8. Hear, give ear,—that is, be
pleased to listen to me.  This is the substance of
this beautiful prayer. O Lc.. of Hosts, the God
of Jacob, our (Verse 9.) Shield, hear my prayer!
Behold, look upon the face of thine
anointed (Christ) in whom I trust.  Bring me
to Thy house an  Verse 10,) let me dwell there,
for a day in Thy courts is better than a
thousand anywhere else, (Verse 12.) O Lord,
bless¢™ indeed it the man that trusts in Thee.

gk,

Verse 10. A cHoick. To be a door-keeper
in God's house rﬁlher lhln\hdwellkz the RLJ::—
laces, rich dwellings—ot the wicked., ns,
i erse 11, 1st, Bo;u;e Godi-;SuN. ’ll:he
sun gives /i which we see thil t;
gimmung:.l 3{):0“( which there i n:zﬂﬁk;
ives beauty, and growth, and bodily vigor. So
Sod illumines our minds so that we see (under-
stand) what He teaches us ; He warms our cold
hearts with His love—that is, gives us a new life ;
He makes our spirits beautiful—that is, Christ-
like ; He makes us grow strong and vigorous

Christians, and therefore useful and happy.
, God is a SHIELD,
soldier holds between hiwself and his enemy, to

keep from being hurt.  So God is a Shield to the
blessed pmrl:. ways standing between them and
their deadly enemies.

3rd, God keeps back no thing from the
blessed le ; perhaps not just what they think

s , for then He would be giving them a great
m::;‘ very bad things, but things as e
Anows are good for them,

Now, dear children, is not one day with God
for a SUN, to give you and glory ; and with
God for a SHIELD, to give you perfect protection ;
and with God for a PROVIDER, to give you freely
everything that is really good forHyou. though you
should be only door-keepers in His house, Letter
than a thousand days anywhere else? I think so ;
and if one day in God's house on earth is worth
so much, oh, think what must heaven be !-—and
how blessed must be all they who trust iu God !

March 23.—The mM_R God.—Psalm
139: 1-12.  Golden Text, Gen. 16: 13.
LESSON BASIS,

The things contained in this Psalm are true,—
When 7—At all times,

Where ?—In all places.

Of Whom ?—Of Goa ; they could be true of no
one else.

They are— W hat /—Declarations of God's Om-
niscience and Omnipresence.

They are written Why /—To impress us with the
greatness of God, and the relation of His
attributes to ourselves.

LESSON TALK,

We can give no_history of this Psalm or its
author. It is called a Psalm of David ; but it is
not very likely that David wrote it. Probably it
was -Zm by some one--quite possibly one of
the prophets—who had been with the captives in
Babylon ; but we have no means of knowing who
it was—whether proj priest, or singer. It is
a Psalm that any little child may understand,
with suitable npﬂuﬂoﬂl. and in which he is sure
10 be intere ited ; and yet it contains some of the

andest truths concerning God that are found in

the Bible. .
In thi there are three great truths taught :

o pass, in,—possil

bl
mlﬂq at a..-(n:i'eumdrhm

-

21. God knows all about us. Verses1, 3, 3, 4,

A shicld is what a | "

2nd. God is in every place to which we may
go, or think of going, \}:rm 7, 8,9, 10

igi-“" There is nothing can hide us from God's
sight. V. 11, 12,

IST, GOD KNOWS,

V. 1. Thou hast searched me.—God Aas
done it ; not He may, but He Aas ; so He knows
us even better than we know ourselves. We can-
no* see our liearts beating, or our blood flowing,
or ten thousand other things going on within our
bodies ; but God sees them, for ne has searched
us through and through, and there is nothing,
either in our bodies or minds, that He does not
know perfectly.

V. 2. How many things are named in this
verse ? Three—our sitting down, our n'n'n‘ up,
and what we are thinking abowt, ** What ! " says
some little boy or girl, “‘does God know such
l';::le_lh' ?s lm' hY.a. dear d:’.ild, and even
the tiny, little # s that come an in r
Eind—wmelo( :hgl:mhd mldw—& “7:5:

em more plainly could read a_prints

book. Gotrkno'l thn’:wa/lr of, that is, when
Ihe;mouéijl‘ql’lm’qqh‘rminmmind‘.

" 3= Compasseth my path—that is, He
classifies your paths as right or wrong paths, bad
or good paths, and even your lying down God
knows. All your ways, too—pleasant ways,
naughty ways, angry ways, kind ways, selfish or
rude or gentle ways, God knows all about them

one,
" ¢ Word—e one, or bad, true
or false, kind or unkiad, God knows ; and what
is very dreadful, does not forget! Read Matt.
xii ; 36
V.s.

Here is a reading of this verse, beginn-
m&with the word Zo, in the 4th verse.
*“Behold, thou, O Jehovah, knowest the whole
—the hereafter and the past! Thou hast
formed me, and laid thy hand uj e
that is, God kncws all that has n in the
past and all that will be in the future that
concerns us.  Nothing ever has happened to us,
or ever will that He does not know. Read Heb.
iv:13.  Laid thy hand upon me—that is,
Ged's forming hand has been placed upon us
really and truly. Read Acts xvii : 28.

" 6. Such knowledge is too wonder-
ful for me—it is far, far ter than I can
understand.  Therc are very few miu‘ﬁ that even
the wisest men quite unerstand. ey cannot
tell you the way a blade of grass grows in the
field, the way a leaf grows on & tree, or the waya

hair grows on their own heads. So it is no great
wonder that one should not understand this
amazing knowledge of God. It is indeed high-

vastly 2o high for any body to climb up to.
2ND. GOD IS IN EVERY PLACE

V. 7. Whithershalllgo? Whither
shall I flee ?—that is how shall I get away
from God? *‘Surely” says the wicked man
w'there is some place I can hide in, where He will
not find me!"” No, no, wicked man, indeed
thereis not ! you may search and hunt till you are
tired out, but you will not find one,

V.8 1If 1 ascend, etc. But you cannot
climb up to heaven. You may stretch your arms,
and try ever so much, but cannot get ther. ;
and if could, God is there as truly as here.
He e the sun, the moon, and the stars ; and
there is'nt one a them all where He is not.
Even in hell—that awful, awful place you cannot
escape from God, for He is there as well as here,

" 9. Does he think he'll ask the morningl::
take him up on its beautiful wings, and i
away, away to the far off ocean? Why, if the




