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swar J2 & ar is-si ifss xtaround them. A single woman doesn’t take Ann out of her rut. She left the 
have to be an old maid. Lots of mar- letter with me to mail, as I had to 
nrd women who haven’t much to go to town in the morning to do 
think of except their own little ways some trading.
and whims get to he the old-maid After she had gone I sat thinking 
kind, too. over what she had written about Ann

“Well,1 1 said, “Ann has had |*e'nK" a motherless woman and not 
enough to do with caring for old folks l,avinK anything to mother now ex- 
and running the place! She needs ‘vPl ’*>">«' animals and a little white 
a rest.” house. And one line of her letter

"Yes,” Mandy agreed, “she has ,sJood out ,h* on* where she said that 
had enough to do; that isn’t it. It’s .vCa.Usl<* of Hfe*« troubles
what she hasn't got to do now. She 1? ,hat to,s of mothers are not mo- 
keeps herself shut in at home, eats, lhennK women and lots of mothering 
works, knits, and cleans up her w°men are not mothers. Poor Ann
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When I came to live in Gregory 'her She met me at the door Her
Hollow a few years before, I thought _ fari* was flushed and there was flour

mg to bury myself alive. °n her arms and nose, and I knew
lived in mind on her
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"When do you s’pose we shall 

hear?” she said to me.
“Like as not in two or three days, 

or it may he a week or two,” I an
swered truthfully; then, as I saw her 
face fall. I suggested, “Why can't 
you and I do some sewing or some
thing while we are waiting?”

face brightened. "Can you go 
to town with me this afternoon ? We’ll 
pick out some stuff to sew on, and 
to-morrow we will make something 
for Ann’s improvement.” she laugh
ed happily at the thought.

The next day she came up to sew 
— with me. We worked ^juitil late in
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Hollow is a little creek 
ed between two ranges of 
Is. In it there are some 
farms with their meadow 

■ valley and their pastures 
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